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PREFACE. 


The best extant collection of Voyages and Travels in 
the language, extends to seventeen very large and 
closely printed quarto volumes. But in that, or any 
similar work, the reader would in vain seek for an 
accurate account of the presentstate of a single country 
on the face of the globe. Amusing and often valuable 
as are the recitals of the older travellers, they of neces- 
sity abound with obsolete errors ; they are generally 
barren of scientific information; and much of the 
information they contain, is out of date. 

Were a collection of Voyages and Travels to be now 
published, in order to have any claim to complete- 
ness, it could not be comprised in less than fifty or 
sixty quarto volumes,-— the size of an Encydopaedia ; 
and after all, the collection would present only the 
crude materials of geographical knowledge, without 
order or arrangement. 

To give the results of modern discovery, combined 
with our previous stock of information, in a succinct 
and popular form, so as to exhibit, at one view, the 
present state of onr knowledge with regard to each 
particular country traversed by European Travellers, 
was the object proposed in undertaking the present 
work. The only publication in which this had been 
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attempted with any degree of competent ability, is the 
Geography of M. Malte Bran. In his steps, it wci^e 
no disgrace to follow. Uis plan, however^ is some- 
what different ; the topographical description is for 
the most part extremely brief and hurried, while 
the dissertations are extended beyond what might 
seem proper in a popular work; added to whidi, 
the researches of English and other Travellers 
have very considerably enlarged our means of infor- 
mation since tlie commencement of his admirable 
publication. 

It is scarcely necessary to advert to the geographical 
articles contained in the Encydopasdias, which are^ 
in genera], as meagre as they' are inaccurate. An 
honourable exception may be made in favour of the 
articles in the Encyclopaedia Metropolitana. Still, 
topographical detail is necessarily preduded in such 
works ; and the information sought for is often dis- 
tributed through different volumes. It is also a seri- 
ous drawback upon the value of all such compilations, 
that no references, except of a very general nature, 
are made to authonties. 

It has been made a marked feature of the present 
work, that authorities are spedfically and minutely 
dted for every statement ; so that the reader has not 
only a pledge that the information has been faithfuUy 
and scrupulously drawn from the original sources 
which are cited, but he is in no case required to take 
the statement implicitly upon the Editor’s authority, 
the means of verification, or of detecting any error, 
being always afforded him. In no case has any au- 
thority been dted, that has not been actually consulted. 
In the topographical description, copious extracts have 
been freely introduced, whenever the language of the 
respective writers could be employed to advantage. 
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But, as r^ards more especially tlie geographical sur- 
vey and the historical narrative, the publication is, to 
an extent which the Editor did not contemplate, an 
original work. 

The labour has not been slight, of wading through 
so large admass of reading, amounting to many 
hundred volumes. But this has not been the most 
arduous part of the Editor's task. Owing to the con- 
flicting nature of the details, in numerous instances, 
it has coat no small pains to reconcile the discordant 
statements, or to determine which authority to follow ; 
and a critical estimate of each work has often been 
a preliminary task of indispensable necessity. The 
moat popular work has not always been found the 
most trustworthy, or the most replete with substantial 
information. On the contr^, the most valuable 
materials have not unfrequently been extracted from 
the dullest volumes. 

It was one part of the plan, so to arrange the vo- 
lumes that the description of any country might be sold 
separately. To adhere to this arrangement has often 
been extremely difficult, as it has required the Editor 
not only to complete within a given time, but to com- 
press within a given quantity, the description of a 
country. In a few instances, it has therefore lieen 
necessary to connect two countries, as Syria and Asia 
Afinor, Persia and China, Spain and Portugal, Peru 
and Chile, in order to preserve uniformity in the size 
of the vfdnmes. 

The proportion of the work assigned to the descrip- 
tion of the several countries, will not always be found 
to answer to the extent of territory, nor even to the 
anticipations of the reader. It will, however, be 
readily perceived, why an entire volume is devoted to 
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Palestine, a small province of the Turkish empire, 
and two volumes to Greece. On the other hand, 
Chinl^ Abyssinia, and Chile may seem to occupy 
much too inconsiderable a proportion. But the de- 
signation of the work will remind: our readers, that 
its primary design was, to give the researches of 
Modern Travellers, and that cfmntrios untraversed by 
Europeans conld with little propriety be the subject 
of extended description. The vague and prolix nar- 
ratives of the Missionaries and older travellers, in 
which much that is curious is obsolete, and much that 
is entertaining is of doubtful authority, it formed no 
part of our plan to submit to any process of abridge-^ 
ment or analysis. In the geographical sketch which 
is given of those countries, the present state of our 
actual information will be found fairly exhibited* 

The order of publication in which the volumes ap- 
peared, was in some measure arbitrary and accident^, 
although partly regulated by the public interest attach- 
ing to the particular country at the tiine. And the 
Editor esteems it as a most fortunate circumstance, 
that, while endeavouring to gratify this interest, he 
has uniformly been enabled, by the unanticipated 
publication, at that precise moment, of some important 
work relating to the coimtry in hand, to avail him- 
self of the latest authorities. With regard to the 
countries described in the earlier part of the series^ 
little additional information has since been famished. 
But, had India been given before the publication of 
Bishop Heber's most interesting Journal, — had the 
description of Africa been completed prior to the 
appearance of the volumes by Captain Beeehey, 
M. Pacho, and the last journal of Captain Clapperton, 
—had Peru been given at an earlier periodof riie rsvo^ 
kuionary contest,— or had our description of the United 
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States been compiled on less recent information,— 
the valuo of the work would, without any blame at* 
taching to its Editor, have been materially diminished. 
He is happy, therefore, to acknowledge his great ob- 
ligations to the interesting volumes he has alluded to. 
It is at the same time [as collated and combined with 
our previous information, that their contents acquire 
their chief pennanent value. 

To the general reader, the historical account of the 
various countries will perhaps be the most interesting 
portion of the work, as it is that which has cost the 
most labour, and required the most care. This, in 
some instances, is, of necessity, far more minute and 
extended, than was thought rejquisite in others. The 
ancient history of Egypt, of Persia, and of Arabia,- 
forms an indispensable introduction to their modern 
geography. On the other hand, the E^tor has not 
affected to give a history of Ancient Greece ; but a 
full and fair account^ he flatters himself, will be found, 
of the revolution which has restored Modem Greece 
to the name of a country. A description of Mexico 
would have been very incomplete without the history 
of its conquest by Cortes, or of the recent revolution 
which has established its independence. Of the South 
American Revolution also, recent documents have 
enabled him to give a complete history. 

Of the four volumes devoted to India, (a large and 
yet inadequate portion of the work,) nearly two are 
occupied with its ancient and modern history ; but 
the lattor will be found to comprise, to a considerable 
extent, a topographical description of the country. 
In entering upon the boundless field of investigation 
which India presents, the complicated nature of the 
l!lditor*8 labours was not a little increased by the 
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extremely crude and imperfect state of both our 
geographical and statistical knowledge relating to 
that highly interesting region. Of this, a few instances 
may be given. Scarcely two geographers are agreed 
as to the countries which ought to be included under 
that appellation; and in both the names and the 
general arrangement of the provinces, there will be 
found considerable variation in our best authorities. 
As to the population of India, a difference of not less 
than thirty millions will be found between the esti- 
mates of Humboldt and Malte Brun. As to its ancient 
geography, the learning of D'Anville, owing to the 
deficiency of his information, has failed to decipher it. 
In his day, the Burrampooter was unknown as one of 
the principal rivers of India. Major RennelPs in- 
valuable work has done much towards illustrating the 
geography of India ; but, owing to the same drcum- 
stances, much of it is hypothetical. Since its publica- 
tion, some particular provinces have been explored 
and partially described by military writers ; some im- 
portant trigonometrical surveys hare been executed ; 
and, scattered through the numerous volumes of the 
Transactions of Learned Societies and periodical regis- 
ters and journals, are to be found highly valuable 
illustrations of the natural and political history, re- 
ligion, and antiquities of Hindostan. But little or 
nothing has been effected in the competent and scien- 
tific arrangement of these stores of information. 

The Editor would gladly have been excused from 
undertaking so laborious and delicate a task as that 
of attempting to give the outlines of a history which, 
commencing in fable, terminates in politics ; while 
the intermediate portion embraces a complexity of 
detail which it is particularly difficult to bring into 
order, or to compress into a succinct narrative. He 
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wishes to speak with the utmost diffidence of the 
manner in which he has executed his ta^ ; but 
he may be forgiven for pointing out what he has 
attempted. 

The history of India divides itself into three grand 
periods, the ancient history, the Mohammedan annals, 
and the history of the European colonics. Its ancient 
history, of which a brief sketch only has been at- 
tempted, still remains to be competently written. 
The materials for illustrating the annals of the Mo- 
hammedan dynasties, are sufficiently copious. While 
Ferishta’s history has formed the basis of the 
sketch, the valuable work of Major Price, the interest- 
ing Memoirs of Baber, *Orme’s Historical Fragments, 
Mr. Mill's spirited outline, and even Mr. Maurice's 
ponderous volumes, have been diligently consulted, 
and have contributed largely to the materials of the 
narrative. The History of British India occupies the 
second, and part of the third volume. This was of 
course by far the most difficult task. When it is re- 
collected, that Mr. Mill's able work, extending to six 
closely printed volumes, comes down no later iJian the 
close of Lord Wellesley’s administration in 1006, and 
that the brilliant administration of Lord Hastings, 
which has completed and consolidated our conquests 
in India, is not included in his narrative, the mere 
labour of abridgement will be seen to be far from 
inconsiderable. Mr. Mill’s History is itself a digest of 
multifarious and discordant materials ; and his nar- 
rative almost defies abridgement by its conciseness. 
A considerable portion of his volumes, however, is 
occupied wiUi legal and political disquisitions, into 
which it lias not been deemed proper to enter ; and 
the design of his work led him at the same time to 
confine himslf to the political history of the Britidt 
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possoBBions, to the exdufiion of many interestingr 
details connected with the general history of India. 
Although, therefore, his authority has been chiefly 
fcdlowed, so far as available, it was found necessary to 
have recourse to other sources of information ; more 
especially to the highly interesting and valuable 
History of the South of India, by Colonel Wilks, Sir 
John Malcolm’s Political History of India, Major 
Grant Duff’s History of the Mahrattas, and, where 
Mr. Mill’s history terminates, to the recent publica- 
tions of Mr. Prinsep and Colonel Valentine Blacker. 
By refraining from politicfd disquisition, by omitting 
or compressing the military and legislative details, 
and by observing as much [conciseness as was con- 
sistent with distinctness, the Editor has endeavoured 
to comprise within his narrow limits, every material 
fact, and to present, for the first time in a consecutive 
and complete form, a history with which no English- 
man ought to remain unacquainted. The authorities 
whidi it has been found necessary to consult for the 
history and description of India alone, and to which 
references are always given, amount to upwards of 
sixty quarto, and as many octavo volumes. 

The Notes of the work are more numerous 
and sometimes longer than the Editor could have 
wished ; but into this form it appeared necessary 
to throw, first, the authorities for the statements in 
the text, and what may be called the various read- 
ings, when respectable authorities were at variance ; 
secondly, illustrative anecdotes, which would have 
interrupted the description or narrative ; thirdly, 
etymological explanations, scriptural references when 
the subject admitted of Biblical illustration, and occa- 
sionally such brief observations, queries, or other mis- 
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cellaneons matter as the Editor has ventured on his 
own responsibility, and which he has deemed it 
better to offer in the shape of comment, than of text. 
He has strenuously resisted, however, the temptation 
to deviate into any lengthened disquisition; and has 
aimed more at exciting and directing further inquiries, 
than at giving expression to any opinions of his own 
upon the antiquarian or geographical points of inquiry 
that have been adverted to. In fact, to facilitate 
the laliours of future travellers, and to enable them to 
turn their opportunities to better account, by being 
put ill possession of the results of previous investiga- 
tion, has been one main object ; and it is in this way, 
the Editor flatters hii^self, that the work is destined 
to advance the prepress of knowledge. With this view, 
the routes and distances have been laid down, so far 
as practicable, with a minuteness that may seem un- 
necessary to the general reader, but which the traveller 
in foreign lands will appreciate. 

Another feature of the work upon which much 
care has been bestowed, is the statistical tables, exhi- 
biting the corresponding ancient and modem territo- 
rial divisions, the extent of surface, population, &c. 
Of the tables which add so materially to the value of 
M. Malte Brun's work, the Editor has of course 
availed himself ; but, in most cases, he has found it 
necessary to compile them from more recent informa- 
tion, and to follow his own judgement in the geo- 
graphical arrangements. . It is to be lamented, that 
no work on geography in the English language, (the 
translation of III. Malte Brun excepted,) has any 
claims to scientific accuracy. 

The Editor must now speak of the assistance he has 
received in the compilation of these volumes. Nothing 
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was ’further from his intention, when, at the request 
of the Publisher, he dre.w up the Prospectus -of the 
work, than to undertake, by himself, a labour of sudi 
magnitude ; more especially under the disadvantages 
of a periodical publication. The design was, to engage 
several hands in the work. The volume on Russia 
was accordingly undertaken, and, for the most part, 
written, by a Gentleman who no longer lives to receive 
this public acknowledgement — the late W. Stevenson, 
Esq., of the Treasury, the able Editor of Kerr’s 
Voyages and Travels. Before, however, his respected 
colleague had found time to complete his task, the 
Editor had been compeUed by circumstances to pro- 
duce, in succession, eighteen .parts (nine volumes) of 
the work ; and the experiment convinced all parties, 
that the idea of employing various writers to concur 
in the same precise plan, so as to preserve a uniformity 
and correspondence in the different parts of the work, 
was diimerical. Mr. Stevenson was not anxious to 
encounter the labour of a second task. In another 
quarter, where effective assistance had been looked for 
in the description of Spain, the Editor was completely 
disappointed, and was compelled to execute the 
task himself. In a third instance, he feels bound to 
acknowledge his obligations to Edward Upham, Esq., 
the Author of the History of Budhism,” for his 
contributions to the volume descriptive of Birmah. 
With these exceptions, the Editor has been compelled 
to take upon himself the undivided labour of author- 
ship, at some risk to his health, and at the complete 
sacrifice of his leisure. But he has no cause to regret 
on his own account, whatever he may on that of the 
public, the unforeseen necessity of completing, single 
handed, a work, from the compilation of which he has 
reaped so much pleasure and instruction. 
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It scarcely Monga to the Editor, -to advert to the 
extreme dieapness' of the -work. Yet, it -is due to the 
Publisher to point out the fact,— ^that- every volume 
contains a quantity of letter-press equal to two ordi* 
nary octavo volumes of double the price. 

The highly flattering and encouraging notice that 
has been taken of the work, during the course of 
publication, by the various literary journals, while 
it has materially contributed to extend its sale and 
popularity, has not a little excited the Editor’s anxious 
efforts to render it aa worthy as possible of the publ^ 
approbation. 

It only remains to advert to what has no/ been ac- 
complish^, and what it would* have been impossible 
to accomplish, — a complete description of «// the coun- 
tries on the fsce of the globe. The work, it will be 
seen, comprises all the regions of the East, of the 
western hemisphere, and of Africa, which are accessi- 
ble to the European traveller ; it includes a description 
of Eastern Europe, and of Ihe Western Peninsula ; 
but that whidi is specifically termed the Continent, 
that is to say, the countries formerly comprised in 
what was called the Grand Tour, — France, Germany, 
Holland, Switzerland, and Italy, are passed over. No 
disappointment, the Editor is ^confident, will be occa- 
sioned by this circumstance, since the attempt to com- 
prise them within the present series of thirty volumes, 
would have been absurd. They belong to a home 
circuit, and will require a totally different plan to be 
pursued in describing them. Their geography ro- 
quires little or^ no illustration $ their histfiry is that 
of Europe ; the routes are, for the most part, laid 
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down in the road books ; the descriptions of their most 
prominent features have become trite. The antiquary, 
the naturalist, and the topographer find, indeed, in 
those countries, infinite matter for their respective 
pursuits ; and they are the favourite field of the poli- 
tical philosopher. But, for all these reasons, they 
could not be with propriety comprehended in the 
Popular Description we have given of the less fami- 
liar regions of remoter lands. If we may be allowed 
to make a verbal distinction, we should say, the for- 
mer are the countries of the tourist : to have visited 
the latter, alone entitles the adventurous iudividual^to 
rank as a traveller. 

Should the Editoris life and health serve him, it is 
his intention to comply with the invitation of his 
Publisher, in attempting a description of the neigh- 
bouring countries in a series of distinct works, to 
appear from time to time as he may be able to com- 
plete them ; but, after the unremitting labours of sU 
years, it is with no ordinary satisfaction that he puts 
the finishing stroke to the present series, and finds 
himself released from the irkwmeness of a periodical 
engagement. 
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tMost of the following inaccuracies have been rectified in the 
greater part of tlw impreeeion.] 

VoL I. Palestine, p. S2, line 18, read twenty-three lunirs (or 
about 100 miles) N.N.W. of Jerusalem. 

IV. Arabia, p. 27« line Gondun, read Goudura. 

V. Egypt, vol. L p. 170 , line 4 from bottom, ybr families, 
read individuals. 

VI. - vol. IL p. 91, line 96, far Great Western Oasis, 
read the Smaller Oasis. 

— vol. 11. p. 166, note, line 8, far Meltpa, read 

Metopa. 

voL ii. p- 928, line Id, far Enamour, read Ain 
Amoor. 

VII. India, vol. !• p. 74, line 23, Jbr Manghir, read Monghlr 

— vol. L p. 79 * line 7 of note,ybr boing, read being. 
vol L p. 84, line 12, fr It it, read It is. 

vol. 1. p. 99, line 10, dele 

— — vol. i. p. 99, line 90, >br anpinga, read anhinga. 
— — v<fi. 1. p. 102, line 13, read, and that of, Ac. 

— - vdL i. p. 332, line 8 of note, frr ironical, read 
irenical. 

VIll voL IL p. 14, line 11, fr 1740, 41, teod 1640, 41. 

— vol. ii. p. 37 , line 6 from bottom, Jhr Naair Jung, 

read MusuflAr Jung. 

— • vol. 1 . 0 . 134, note*, read The secret reason is 
said to have been, that the Ra)ah had been 
guilty of borrowing money of the Dutch, instead 
of apfdying to the greet folks at Madras. 

IX. — — vol. lii. p. 35, line 6 from bottom, read the 
soordiing san^ of impootana, and the wild 
Jungles of Gidmt. . 

XI. BInnah, p. 78, line 14, Jbr Btimaas, read Birmans. 

■ ■ ■ ■ p. 95, line 5,ffr Binnah, read Blimah. 

■ !■■■ ■ p. 107 , line 3, dele or Bohar. 

■ ■■■■■ p. 366, note, line 5 from bottom, read which, 

1 undentood, was done by the present, Ac. 
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• Voff^I. PenlAf vdl. 1. p. 129 notej/br AfeunaSj read Aueiincst . 

Xlll. — vol. 11. p. 97 iiote« >br thirty read fifty. 

^ — vol. 11. p. 1S9« line 4,>br at, read to. 

■ - vol. II. p. 269, line4,>br long. 4()°E., read long. 

48P E. (Klnneir), ftc. 

XV. Oieeoe, vol. 1. p. 139, line 12,>brLondari, reodLeondarl. 
■fie— vol. 1. p. 139, line 14, JUr Taygetum, read Tay- 
getuA 

XX. Aftlca, vol. 1. p. 90, Jbr and fidllng ; in and, read and 
falliogln; and, Ac. 

■ ■ — vol. i. p. 183, last llne,ybr vol. 1., read vol. 11. 

■ - vol. 1. p. 203,linel2,>brVaudab,f«ui VandalA 

■ - vaL 1. p. 277« line 14, Jbr GetuUan, read Getu- 

lian. 

XXI. — — vol. 11. p. M7, line ll,ybr roaket, read market. 
XXVlll. Peru, p. 309, line 3ftom bottom of note^ybr earth, rmd 
hearth. 

XXIX. BraaiL vol. 1. p. 19, line 12,ybr north, rood south. 

vol. 1. p. 90, line Ipjtsr 1819, read 1809. 

vol. 1. p. 94 note, read 20 mH^reu. 

— vol. I, p.^36, line 12, Ffiusian, read Russian. 
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THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA. 

[Extending from latitude S4° 2(K to 49^^ N., and flrom longitude 
GP to 124° W. Boundedj on the N.t by the British Posses* 
sions; E. by the Atlantic Ocean; S. by the Gulf of Mexico; 
S.W. by the Mexican territory ; and W. by the Pacific Ocean.] 

Of the New World which the gveat Italian Navigator 
had the glory of giving to Castile and Leon,* it is 
remarkable, that no part now belongs to the crown of 
Spain, except the noble island f which holds his 
mortal remains, and that of Porto Rico. In vain 
Pope Alexander made over these vast regions to their 
Most Christian Majesties in perpetuity. The English 
language and the Protestant faith have taken root 
and spread themselves over the greater part of the 
Northern America, as well as the islands of the Carib- 
bean Sea; while the Spanish possessions on both 
sides of the Isthmus, are divided among seven Re- 
publics, ^ and what was once -Portuguese America, 

* The inscription cm Columbus’s monument at Seville, is;— 

A Cantilla y a Jjem 
Nuevo Mundo dio Colon»” 

t His bones were transported to America, end deposited in the 
cathedral of the city of San Domingo, whence they were transfeixed, 
in the year 179C» to Havana. 

The Dictatorship of Paraguay is at present an eighth state, 

PART I. B 
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forms the empire of Brazil. According to Baron 
Humboldt’s computations, the continent of America, 
from the south-eastern extremity of the Isthmus of 
Panama to the parallel of 68*^, forms an area' of 
607i337 square marine leagues ; while South America 
comprises 57U290 square leagues. To the West 
Indies and Newfoundland is assigned a territorial 
surface of about 830.3. The total is 1,186,930 
square leagues, or about 12,000,000 square miles, 
with a population now amounting to nearly forty 
millions. The political distribution of these regions 
is thus stated 


SQ' leagues, Pi^ulation, 
I. British Possenloni .... 2(I5,U00» 2v^M),000 
II. United States 174.900 11,700,000 


• 

.979,000 

14,(M)0,000 

HI. Spanish Republics • . * 

• ; 371.;i«0 

17*000,000 

IV. Brasilian Empire . . . . 

. . 250,990 

5.0110,000 

V. Ru8sian,Danidi, & other tenitories 179,200 

2,700,000 


1,180,036 

38,700,000 


According to this calculation, English America 
forms rather less than a third of the territorial sur- 
face ; Spanish America nearly the same, and, with 
Portuguese America, more than one-half. The popu- 
lation of the Spanish and Portuguese portions is, to 
^e British, as about 3 to 2. But the relative popu- 
lation of the United States is by far the greatest. 

but there can be little doubt of its eventual annexation to the 
southern foderacy. 

* It seems doubtful* whether the West India Islands are in- 
duded in this estimate of territorial surface. The area of the 
British Possessions in North America is estimated, in Carey and 
Lea's Atlas, at 1,050,000 square miles, and the .population at 
700,000. 
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Wliile oomprisiDg less than half the area of Spanish 
America, they contain two thirds of the population.* 
In the British continental possessions, the relative 
population is exceedingly small; while in Russian 
America, in the unappropriated territory bordering 
on New Mexico, and in the Patagonian lands south 
of the Rio Negro, the country is for the most part 
little better than desert. A large portion of the Bra- 
zilian territory is of the same barren character. 

The territory of the United States, extending from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, and from the 
St. Lawrence and the great chain of Lakes which 
divide it from Canada, to the Gulf of Mexico, is about 
2500 miles in mean length, and 830 miles in mean 
breadth ; f the area being about 2,080,800 square 
miles, or ten times the extent of France. This vast 
territory is intersected by the great central valley of 
the Mississippi, which runs from N. to S. through the 
whole length of the United States, dividing it into 
two grand portions. These are again divided by two 
principal ranges of mountains ; the Alleghany Moun- 
tains in the east, running nearly parallel with the 
Atlantic coast, and the Rocky Mountains, W. of the 

• Humboldt’s Penonal Narrative, vol. vl. pp. 1S6. 7 1 345. Es* 
timating the total population of Continental America at only 
thirty-four millions in 1H23, the learned Author assigns sixteen and 
a half to the Spanish Americans, four to the Portuguese Americans, 
and ten to the Anglo-Americans; the proportions being as 4, }, 
2^ ; and the two first to the third as 2 to 1. The British posses- 
sions are omitted in this calculation. 

t Its extreme length ftom the Pacific Ocean to Passamaquoddy 
Bay is, according to Malte Brun, 2780 miles: its greatest breadth, 
ftom the coast of Louisiana to the river La Plule, 1300 miles i 
and its area, 2,300,000 square miles.— Malte Brun, vd. v. p. 150» 
In Carey and Lea, the area is stoted at only 2,076,400 square 
miles, or l,328,896,00O acresi We have followed Humboldt. 
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Missisaippi. The proportions of these four grand 
natural departments are thus estimated : — 

. I. Eastern DiTlslon. Sq. miles. Sq.mUes. 

I. Atlantic States 324.000 

U. Transalleghanian territory E. of > 606.000 

the Mississippi J — ■■ 930,000 

II. Western Division. 

i. Between the Mississippi and Bocky 1 ^ 

Mountains (including the Lakes) i 

ii. W. of the Rocky Mountains . • 288.400 , 

1,156,800 

2,086.800 


The whole territory is a little larger than Europe 
to the westward of Russia. The Atlantic States are 
about equal to Spain and France united. The eastern 
division, which is rapidly advancing in culture and 
civihxation, contains a superlicial extent equal to that 
of Mexico ; while the western, which is almost entirely 
wild and unpeopled, is a territory as large as that of 
the Republic of Colombia.* 

The natural and political boundaries of the United 
States, eastward and westward, are now fixed and 
incontestable. On the south-east also, the Gulf of 
Mexico forms a limit not less determinate. On the 
south-west, the boundary (according to the treaty 
with Spain, ratified in 1821) extends from the Gulf of 
Mexico along the western bank of the Sabine river to 
latitude 32^ ; thence, by a line due N. to the river 
Arkansas, and along the southern bank of that river 
to its source ; and finally, from a point in the Rocky 
Mountains in latitude 42^ N., longitude 108^ W., it 
passes along the forty-second parallel to the Pacific 
Ocean. On the side of the British possessions, the 
line of demarcation has never been finally adjusted. 

* Humboldt's Petsonal Narrative, vol. vL xip. 179—181, 
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On the northeast, a conventional line, drawn firom 
the mouth of the St. Croix to the forty-eighth paralld, 
separates the American State of Afaine from New 
Brunswick, embracing the head waters of the river 
St. John. A part of this tract, however, is claimed 
by the British Government ; and the question re- 
mains for arbitration.* From this extreme northern 
point, the frontier line passes, in a south-westerly 
direction, along the ridge of mountains to the forty- 
fifth parallel, and is continued along that parallel till 
it strikes the river St. Lawrence 120 miles below Lake 
Ontario. It then proceeds up that river, and through 
the great lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, and Superior ; 
whence it runs along the river La Fluie, to the most 
north-western point of the Lake of the Woods. From 
long. 95** W., it passes along the forty-ninth parallel 
to the Rocky Af ountains. On the western side of that 

* Several distinct questions of boundary remained to be de- 
termined by Commissioners on both sides, in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the Treaty of Ghent. The first related to the islands in 
Passamaquoddy Bay, of which the decision of the Commissionen 
(Nov. 24, 1817) assigned to the United States, Moose Island, 
Dudley Island, and Frederic Island, and to Great Britain, all the 
other islands in the Bay. A more important question respects the 
boundary between the States of Maine and Vemumt and the 
British territory. It is contended on the part of the American 
Government, that *' so much of the line established prior to the 
year 1776, as being in the latitude of ASP, and the boundary be- 
tween the then provinces of Near Vork and Quebec, as had been 
actually surveyed prior to that year, under the joint authority of 
the two provinces," ought still to remain the boundary, notwith- 
standing the subs^uent provisions of the Treaty of Ghent. There 
is a question also respecting the construction of the terms of that 

treaty, as regards the ** north-west angle of Nova Scotia,** firom 
which the boundary was to be drawn. The territory claimed by 
the British Government, as belonging to New Brunswick, is some- 
thing under 7,(NM),0U0 acres. In the Quarterly Review, it is erro- 
neoudy stated at 10,000,000 of square miles /—See North American 
Review, April 1828, Art. 5, North-iSBUtem Btnmiary, lb, Oct. 
1828, Art. 11. 
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range, the Americans lay daim to the country between 
the forty-second and the forty-ninth parallels ; * but a 
counter claim has been made by the British Govern- 
ment to the territory near the mouth of the Colombia 
river, and the question is still pending. The American 
Government has proposed to continue the boundary 
along the parallel of 49" ; and should that line strike 
the navigaUe waters of the Colombia, they, have 
offered to make the navigation of that river free to 
the British. This arrangement, though not hitherto 
acceded to, will probably be the iB8ue.f 

About three-fourths of North America are still in 
possession of the aboriginal tribes. If we begin on 
the coast of the Faciffft Ocean in latitude 30" N., and 
draw a line along that parallel till it strikes the 
meridian of 94" W., and then due N. along that meri^ 
dian to the parallel of 47° N., and thence due E. along 
that parallel to the Atlantic Ocean, — nearly all, the 
continent south and east of this line is in the posses- 
sion of the whites ; while the Indians possess nearly 
all to the north and west of this line. That is to say, 
the Indians still own all the northern part of what has 
been termed Spanish America, the western part of 
the United States, and nearly the whole of British 
America.'* t From the eastern division of the United 
States, they ax*e fast disappearing. Dr. Morse states, 
as the result of his inquiries, that there were in 1822, 

* M. Malte Bmn stateSf that> ** on the west side of the moun- 
talns» the Americans have an imquegtUmed daim to the country 
fhmi the 42nd to the 49th parallel^ and a mraw daub^fui claim* 
which is disputed hy Aumco. to the country from the 49th to the 
(XHh parallel.**— vol. v. p. 151. This representation disposes of the 
British claims rather too summarily. 

. t See American Review* No. hd. pp. 501—512. 

t Cszey and Lea's Atlas* No. 3* 
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only 8387 Indians in New England, New York, and 
Pennsylvania; 120,283 in the country east of the 
Mississippi ; and about 470,000 all together in the 
whole territory of the United States.* Within the 
British American dominions. It has been estimated, 
that the Indians number 9500 warriors, or 34,660 
flou]s.f III New Mexico and New California, where 
the population is only in the proportion of seven inha- 

* Malte Brun. vol. v. pp. 151 • 223. The following are the 
details of the latest calculation furnished by Dr. Morse 


In New England S.247 

New York 5,184 

Ohio 2,407 

Michigan and North-West Territories • • 28,380 

Illinois and Indiana 17.006 

Southern States E. of Mississippi • . • 65,122 

W. of Mississippi and N. of Missouri . . . 33,150 
Between Missouri and Red River . • • 101,070 

Between Red River and Rio del Norte # • 45,370 
W. of Rocky Mountains 171*200 


471*136 

In 8 message communicated to the Senate by the President of 
the United States in 1825, the total number of Chlppewas and 
Ottowas inhabiting the territory of Michigan, is stated at 18,473s 
and in an official report made the year before, the number of 
Chlppewas inhabiting the southern shores of Lake Superior and 
the sources of the Mississippi, is stated at 7324. This tribe alone, 
therefore, must still amount to nearly 38,000. The Sioux are 
estimated by Pike at 21,675. The Six Nations were reduced, in 
1814, to 6330.' The Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Cherokees 
together amounted to somewhat less than 50,000. Of the western 
tribes, the most numerous are the Osages, the Pawnees, and the 
letans and Padoucaa.— Warden, voL ill. pp. 527—566. James* 
vol. 11. p. 134. Pike, pp. 134, 268. North American Review, No. 
lx. pp. 97* 08* Hodgson's Letters from N. Amer. vol. U. p. 394. 

I Warden, vol. lii. p. 566. This estimate Is fh>m the report of Mr. 
John F. Scherraerhoni, who supposes the boundary line between 
the United States and the British possessions to run along the ridge 
which separates the waters of the Mississippi from those that flow 
into Lake Winnipeg and the Saskatchlwine river. . 
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bitants to a square league, and in the mountainous 
territory of Mapimi, occupied by the Appadies, the 
Indians may amount to between GO, 000 and 70,000 
Bouls. Their total numbers, therefore, may be roughly 
estimated at rather more than half a million, or less 
than 600,000 souls^ To the west of the Mississippi, 
the population of the United States is only eight per- 
sons to the square league. 

The aboriginal inhabitants of New England were 
the great nation of Mohekaneews or Muhheakunnuks, 
whose language, the Algonquin, was spoken by., all 
the tribes between the Potowmac and the St. Law- 
rence, the Mississippi and the Atlantic, with the ex- 
ception of the Iroquois, who were a distinct race of 
intrusive conquerors.'*' Under the appellation of 
Chippeways, tribes of this same great family are 
scattered over the north-west territory of the United 
States, from the western side of Lake Huron to the 
sources of the Mississippi, round the Ked Lake, and 
on the Red River of Lake Winipeg. The Chippewa 
or Algonquin language, which Major Pike diarac- 
terises as one of the most copious and sonorous of all 
the North American dialects, serves as the medium of 
communication in great national conferences, as well 
as in all mercantile transactions, among all except the 
Sioux tribes, from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the 
Lake just mentioned.f The Delaware or Len- 

* Dwight, vol. 1. pp. 85, 88 ; 103. To this famUy, the learned 
Writer states, belonged the Pequods in Connecticut; the Narrhar* 
gansetts in Rhode Island; the Wampano^s. Nipnets or Nipmuks, 
liladiuas, and Stockbridge Indians in Mas^husetts ; tlie Pigwacket 
and Coos Indians in New Hampshire; the Tarrateens, Ahenaquis, 
and Aberginians in Maine. See also North American Review, No. 
IxUi. p. 3G1. 

t Pike^ p. 133. The Algonqulns Proper, firom whidi tribe the 
language of the Chippeways derives its name, axe dispersed along 
the northeni sides of LaSka Ontario and Erie.-Fik^ p. 131, 



NORTH AMERICA. 


9 


ni-lenape, the Mohegan, the Knisteneauz, are all 
branches of the same stock.* The Knisteneauz 
(Gristinauz, Killistonous, Grees) Indians are spread 
over a vast extent of country. Their language, Mac- 
kenzie says, is the same as that of the people who 
inhabit the coast of British America on the Atlantic, 
with the exception of the Esquimaux, and continues 
along the coast of Labrador and tlie Gulf and banks 
of St. Lawrence to Montreal. The line then follows 
the Utawas river to its source, and continues from 
thence nearly west along the high lands which divide 
the 'waters that fall into Lake Superior and Hudson’s 
Bay. It then proceeds till it strikes the middle part 
of the river Winipic, following that water through 
the Ijake Winipic to the disch|u:ge of the Saskatchi- 
wine into it : from thenco, it accompanies the latter 
to Fort George, when the line, striking by the head 
of the Beaver River to the Elk River, runs along its 
banks to its discharge in the Lake of the Hills ; from 
which it may be carried back eastward to the Isle k la 
Crosse, and so on to Churchill by the Missinipi. 
The whole of the tract between this line and Hudson’s 

• •• The Mohegan is a dialect closely allied to the Delawaxe; and 
they are both branches of the great Algonquin stock, and cognate 
with the Chippewa, Ottowa, Shawnese, Fotawatamie, Miami, 
Kickapoo, Menomonte, Ac. The general structure of these vari- 
ous dialects is the same; and there is no important syntactical 
formation in one, which is not found in all.'*— North American 
Review, No. lix. p. 388. To this and several other able articles on the 
Indian languages in the same Journal, we shall have ftequent oc- 
casion to refet as an authority of high value. But the Menomenies 
seem to be erroneously induded in the above enumeration. Like the 
Winebagoes and other tribes, they understand the Algonquin, and 
use it in their intercourse with the Whites : but theirown language 
is peculiar, and no white man has been hitherto known to acquire 
it. Thefadlity with which the Algonquin is acquired, Pike 

says, is <nie leasmi of its prevalence.— Pike, p* 185. , 
b5 
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Bay and Straits, (except the country of the Esqui- 
maux,) may be said to be exclusively the country of 
the Knisteneaux. Some of them, indeed, have pene- 
trated further west and south to the Red River, to the 
south of Lake Winipec, and the southern branch of 
the Saskatchiwine.’* * 

The Chippewas and Ottowas of the Michigan and 
North-western territory are here evidently refeiTed to 
as belonging to the Knisteneaux nation. These tribes, 
which are the same as the Ouchepouas and SauUeurs 
of the French Missionaries, had separated from the 
Algonqiiins, and migrated westward, before the arrival 
of the French in the St. Lawrence. The main body 
of the tribe is now placed whero it was found by the 
earliest discoverers, upon the shores of Lake Superior, 
extending nnrthwarcf with the boundary line of 
the Union, westward to the Mississippi and Red 
River, and southward to the source of Blade River 
and the northern curve of Green Bay. The tract 
they occupy, is sterile and forbidding, affording few 
advantages either for the savage or the civilized state ; 
and the inhabitants rely almost entirely upon hunting 
for their subsistence.f 

Under the name of Chepewyan Indians, Mr. Mac- 

• Mackenzie, pp. xci, xcil. A vocabulary of the Knisteneaux 
and the Algonquin Is given (pp. cvii>-cxvi-), which establishes the 
idenUty of the two languages, although diffisring as* dialects both 
in pronunciation and in many of the forms of expression. The 
Aigmiquin of Mackenzie is cieaily the Chip|)ewa or Algic of the 
North American Reviewer. The Chippewas are said to denomi- 
nate their own language (JUibwamuong, and call themselves Q/ibwa g 
pL Cb'ibieaag.— North American Review, No. lx. p. 111. 

t North American Review, No. lx. 98, 99. Those of Lake Su- 
perior are generally denominated Sattfeawr by the traders ; others 
are distinguished as Crees, N^peiangi, Musoonongees, Ottaways, 
Acw— Pike^ pp. l3Qs 131» 
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kensde, howerer, deacribes a numerous tribe occupying 
a very different region, and, judging from their voca- 
bulary, of doubtful affinity to the Algonquin tribes. 
The country which they consider as their lands or 
home, lies between the parallels of 60^ and 65^ N., 
and the meridians of 100° and 110° W. “ They 
speak a copious language, which is very difficult to 
be attained, and furnishes dialects to the various 
emigrant tribes which inhabit this immense tract of 
country. The boundary begins at Churchill, and 
runs along the line of separation between them and 
the Knisteneauz up the Missinipi to the Isle k la 
Crosse, passing on through Buffalo Lake, River 
Lake, and Portage la Loche. From thence it pro- 
ceeds by the Elk River to th^ Lake of the Hills, and 
goes directly west to the Peace River ; and up that 
river to its source and tributary waters ; whence it 
proceeds to the waters of the River Colombia, and 
follows that river to latitude 52° 24' N., and longi- 
tude 122° 54' W., where the Chqpewyans have the 
Atnah or Chin nation for their neighbours. It then 
takes a line due W. to the sea-coast, within which 
the country is possessed by a people who speak their 
language, and are consequently descended from them. 
There can be no doubt, therefore, of their progress 
being to the eastward. A tribe of them is even known 
at the upper establishments on the Saskatchiwine.** 
Those who have intercourse with the traders, ^ave a 
smattering of the Knisteneauz tongue, in which they 
carry on their dealings. Their numerals are, how- 
ever, quite different. They make war upon the 
Esquimaux, who cannot resist their superior num- 
bers, and put them to death, as it is a principle 
with them, never to make prisoners. > At the same 
time, they tamely submit to the Exusteneauz, al- 
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though lefls numerous, when they treat them as 
enemies.” * 

To the south-west of the Chippewa territory are 
situated the lands of the Sioux tribes, a powerful and 
warlike nation, the dread of all their neighbours from 
the river Corbeau to the confluence of the Mississippi 
and Missouri. Their claim of limits begins at the 
Prairie des Ghiens, and ascends the Mississippi on 
both sides to the Raven River, runs up that river to 
its source, embraces the whole length of the St. Peter’s, 
and extending thence to the Missouri, includes the 
lower part of Shienue River, and all the waters of the 
White and Teton rivers. Major Pike characterizes 
them as the most warlike and independent Indian 
nation within the boijndaries of the United States, 
their every passion being subservient to that of 
war. Their guttural pronunciation, high dieek- 
bones, and distinct manners, together with their 
own traditions, supported by the testimony of neigh- 
bouring nations, put it,” (he adds,) in my< mind, 
beyond the shadow of a doubt, that they have emi- 
grated from the north-west point of America, and 
are absolutely descendants of a Tartar tribe.” -|- 
Captain Clarke describes these same Indians as the 

* Mackenzie, pp. cxvl— cxxiv. The Chepewyans ascribe their 
national origin to a dog. They arc the Indians of the North 
described by Ilearne; but are confounded by Warden with the 
Chippewas. Whether their language is related to the Algfmquin, 
can be determined only by a further acquaintance with its struc- 
ture. It is at all events a distinct dialect, although some of the 
words are evidently related, e.g., 

Knlsteneaux. Algonquin. Chippewa. Chepewyan. 
Man. Ethini, Ininu Dinnie. 

Woman. ISaquois, JtAquoU, ,J5e^eea. Chequaia* 

My father. Noo-fa-eeie. NossaL N'oew. Sitah, 

My mother. Nigoft. NingaA. JETinoA. 

t Pike, p. 120 l: 
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pirates of the Missouri, and the vilest miscreants of 
the savage race.” Singularly different is the account 
given by Chateaubriand of this nation. The Siouz, 
who came, according to their own tradition, from 
Mexico to the Upper Mississippi, have extended the 
empire of their language from that river to the Rocky 
Mountains in the west, and northward to the Red 
River. The Sioux language hisses in a manner ex- 
tremely unpleasant to the ear. It is this that has 
given napie to almost all the rivers and places to the 
west of Canada; the Blississippi, the Missouri, the 
Osage, &c.” * The whole of this statement rests upon 
doubtful or erroneous information. The Mississippi has 
at least received its name from the Algonquin tribes, 
in whose language it signifiea Oreat River.f The 
proper name of the Sioux is the Dacota nation, or, as 
Major Pike says they style themselves, Narcotah. 
They are subdivided into various bands, bearing the 
distinctive names of Yangtongs, Tetons, lYariipetongs 
(or Leaf beds), Washpcconte, Blinowa ELantongs, and 
Sussitongs.l The Ossinabwoins or Stone Sioux are 
a revolted band of the same nation. They have re- 
ceived the name of Bwoin (pi. Bwoinuff) from the 

* ChateaulirJand. vol. i. p. 257. 

t Sipee, Sijd, Seebee, iu the Knistencsux, Algonquin, and Chip- 
pewa, Bignifles river ; and Mestiha ia given by Mackenxie as the 
Algonquin for big. MUH or Mesae also oceuxB in the sense of all s 
as Misn-aehki, the whole earth. We have again the river MUsi- 
nippi, L e. the Great Water. Humboldt, following Heckewelder, 
makes Mississippi to be corrupted from Nenwesi-gipu, i. e. Fidi 
River ; but this appears to be a mistake. 

i Pike, pp. 125—9. Warden, vol. ilL pp. 663, 4. Lewis and 
Clarke, vol. i. pp. 83, 199. According to Captain Clarke, they are 
divided into ten bands. '* The Mindawarcarton, or Proper Sioux, 
or Darcota Indians, inhabit both sides of the Mississippi, above the 
falls of St. Anthony." There arc four tribes of Tetons, two of 
Yanktons, one of WahpaUmes, one of Wahpatoota, and one of 
Sistiuoone t according to Captain Clteke^a orthography. 
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Chippewai, in alliuion to the Sioux practice of impal- 
ing their prisoners before a fire ; the word ahw&inik 
signifying a stick upon which flesh is roasted.* The 
more common designation applied to them by the Chip- 
pewas, howeFer, is Naudowaysee^ i.e, our enemies; 
a phrase which, from long application, has acquired a 
specific import. f A war of extermination had been 
carried on between the Sioux and tlie Chippeways for 
nearly two centuries, when, in 1805, Major Pike suc- 
ceeded in inducing both sides to agree to ,a peace. 
The Ossinabwoins, who extend from Red River west- 
ward nearly to the Rocky Mountains, and are com- 
puted at 1600 warriors, are a very ferocious race of 
depredators. They are said to have maintained a war 
with the nation from whidi they have detached them- 
selves for about a century ; and, in alliance with the 
Crees (Knisteneaux), they are engaged in perpetual 
predatory warfare against the Slave Indians and other 
western tribes. Dr. Richardson considers the Assee- 
naboine (as he writes the word) as a branch of the 
great stock of the Iroquois.]; This would be a curious 
fact, were it satisfactorily ascertained ; but we suspect 
it to be a mistake. The Sioux will probably be found 
to be more nearly allied to the Missouri nations. 

Of the once powerful and numerous confederacy, 
known under the name of the Six Nations, called by 
the French, the Iroquois, a feeble remnant inhabit the 
western parts of the State of New York. Many of 
them, however, have retired into Canada, where they 

* North American Rev., No. lx. p. 112. The word Buccaneer la 
of similar derivationp from the Caribbean bouean, the rude appara- 
tus for drying and smoking flesh. The Sioux are literally the 
Buccaneers of North America. 

t North Americaii Review, No. lx. p. 112. Madseniie represents 
the Stone Indians as a tribe detached Aom the •* Nadawasis." 

t Franklin*! NansUvif p. 105. Mackcnitej pp. 2 x 114 IxxU. 
FikOf Pt 133. 
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«re known under the appellation of Hurons. Thej 
•tyle themselves Mingoes ; but, by the Indians to the 
southward, with whom they were at war, they wpre 
called Massawomacs.* The confederacy originally 
consisted of five nations ; the Mohawks, the Oneidas, 
the Onondagas, the Oayiigas, and the Senecas. To 
these, in 1712i were added the Tuscaroras (or Mona«> 
cans), who originally inhabited part of North Carolina, 
but who, from a similarity of language, were recog- 
nized by the other tribes as a branch of the same stem. 
The Huron or Iroquois is said to be both mdodious 
and energetic, but considerable difference of pronun- 
ciation distinguishes the dialects. The language has 
one remarkable peculiarity : it has no labials, but 
abounds with gutturals and aspirates-f 

The Iroquois, it has already been stated, were not 
the original inhabitants of the country they now occupy. 
The Mohekaneews, Dr. Dwight says, universally con- 
sidered themselves as the primitive inhabitants, and 
styled the Iroquois interlopers. The latter admitted 

* Dwight, vol. Iv. p. 177. Jefferson’s Notes, p. 325. They 
styled themslves also. Dr. Dwight says, the AgamuaOfihe (or 
united jienple), and OfiyueSonive (men surxiassing all others). 

t The Iroquois say : <* When white men speak, they shut their 
mouths: red men, when they speak, open their mouths.” 
The Oneidas, who were considered to speak the language 
more gracefully and mellifluously than the other tribes, oom^ 
pared the harsh pronunciation of the Tuscaroras to the noise 
of the white man’s waggon running down a stony hill. This harsh- 
ness proceeded feom their terminating a great part of their words 
with the guttural aspirate, which the other tribes use mon 
sparingly. Oratory was cultivated by tiie Iroquois with great 
care : and an eloquent man ranked next to a renowned warrior in 
the estimation of his tribe.— Dwight, vol. Iv. pp. 196, 7. A gram- 
mar and dictionary of the Huron or Iroquois has been oomposed 
by the French missionaries.— See Chateaubriand, vol. i. pp. 859.- 
266. Dr. Dwight affirms, that there is not the least mixture of the 
Iroquois with the Algonquin or Mobekaneew dialectoi as .qpokM 
by^any tribe of eitto natiioiu 
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the fact, and gloried in haring fought their way to 
their present possessions. This circumstance is ren- 
dered probable by their being found in the midst of a 
widely extended nation, with whom they appear to 
have had no other connexion than that of wars, con- 
quests, and treaties, their language being totally dis- 
tinct. Having been driven by the Algonquins (or 
Adirondacks) from their settlements between the St. 
Lawrence and Lake Champlain, they appear to have 
descended the Susquehanna to its mouth ; and, at the 
era of William Penn’s arrival in 1682, had made the 
Lenapies or Delawares their tributaries. The Mo- 
hawks at the same time prosecuted their conquests 
along the Hudson ; and such was the terror they in- 
spired, that the Indiaq women on the coast of ^ew 
England, used to hush their crying children by telling 
them, the Mohawks are coming." At subsequent 
periods, they were a dreadful scourge to the Canadian 
French, and at times brought them to the borders of 
extermination. The Iroquois daimed their descent 
from the turtle, the bear, and the wolf ; but the turtle 
is held in pre-eminent veneration, and occupies, in their 
rude cosmogony, a place analogous to that which is 
assigned to it in the Hindoo fables. Their mythology 
is, in fact. Dr. Dwight says, truly Hindoo.* * *** There 
seems little room to doubt, nevertheless, that they 
arrived in North America by the Straits of Behring. 
Like the inhabitants of the islands in those seas, they 
sacrifice the dog, and eat of the victim. Their reve- 
rence for the turtle, in whatever way explained, is a 

* Dwighta vol. iv. pp. 190—291. Possiblya the learned Writer 
mggestsa In a less rude state of society, their ancestors bore images 
of the turtle, wolf, and bear on their standards, and the memory 
of this fsetmayhave descended to us in this distorted fable. That 

they .were noms de gwm assumed by their diieft, is more likdy 

sUU. Yet, this wiU not explain the cosinogoiilclssend. 
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drcamstanoe, however, deserving of some attention, 
in reference to their original country and national 
relations. 

The four most considerable aboriginal nations in- 
habiting the states east of the Mississippi, are, the 
Creeks or Muskogees, the Choctaws or Flat-heads, 
the ChickasBws, and the Cherokees. They are found 
within the limits of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi and 
Tennessee ; and amount together to about 60,000 
souls. The Chickasaw language, according to Cha- 
teaubriand, is a dialect of the Natchez ; and the 
Muskogee appears to be either the same as the 
Natchez or another dialect.* The idioms spoken by 
all these southern tribes, is designated by Humboldt as 
the Floridian ; and it is probable that the various 
nations of Louisiana belong to the same family, f Of 
the dialects spoken by the Missouri and other more 
western tribes, little is known. The Ottoes (Wah- 
tohtana or Wadooktodas) a branch of the andent 
Missouries, who are said to inherit the enterprising 
and warlike character of their ancestors, still preserve 
the lofty and sonorous language of that tribe.’* { 
The remnant of the. Missouries, reduced to about 

* The Algonquin was spoken by the natives of Vliginia. beyond 
which, in the Carolinas, the Chickasaw prevailed. This language, 
Chateaubriand says, is destitute of the r, except in words borrowed 
from the Aigonquln. It is singular, that I and r have been sup- 
posed to be wanting in the alphabet of the Mohduneews, but 
erroneously. — Dwight, vol. i. p. 9G. Chateaubriand, vol. L p. 257. 
The Choctaws are of the same race as the Chickasaws. 

t Warden states, that the Caddoquies or Cados ot Louisiana, a 
tribe once famous for their valour, but now reduced to a small 
remnant, speak a language common to most of the tribes of Loui- 
siana. The Alabamas and Apalaches are said to be emigrants from 
Florida. A tribe of Choctaws inhabit the banks of the Sabine. 

t Warden, vol. ill. p. 655. Major Pike calls the language of the 
Winnebago Missouries, the Zoto; and says, it is the same aa that 
of the Ottoes. 
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tblrty fftiinilifliij li^e in friendship with the Ottoes^ 
tinder the protection of the Sioux. « The Osage 
Indians^ the Konzas (or Kansas), the loways (or 
Aiowais), the VTiniiebagoes (or Ochangras), the 
Omawhahs (or Mahaws), and the Puiicahs, all speak 
dialects of the same language ; and their similarity of 
manners . and customs leaves no room to doubt that 
they are originally of the same family. These tribes 
have a tradition, that their fathers came from beyond 
the lakes ; and all accounts seem to agree, that they 
have migrated from the north and west.f The three 
tribes of Pawnees, whose villages are on the borders 
of the Platte River, speak a strongly guttural dialect, 
approaching nearer to that of the Sioux, than to the 

* Wardcait voL ill. p. 555. The Missouries. Mr. James says, 
were formerly settled near the mouth of that river, but gradually 
moved up it to the mouth of Grand River. About thirty yean 
ago, they were conquered and dispersed by a combination of Sauks, 
Foxes, and other tribes. Five or six lodges joined the Osages ; 
two or three took refuge with the Konsas ; and the chief part 
of the remainder amalgamated themselves with the Otoes.-^ame8, 
vd. ii. pp. 63, 4. 

' t Pike, p. 17S. James, vol. IL p. 65; UL pp. 106—239. Accord- 
ing to the information collected by the latter Traveller, this great 
nation originally resided somewhere to the northward of the great 
lakes; and on their emigration southward, a large band called 
HonhffB (Fish-eaters), separatcil from the main body, and esta- 
blished themselves on the margin of a lake : this band is now 
called Winnebagoes. Another band separated from them on the 
Mississippi, who received the name of I’m-ho-ja (Grey Snowlj which 
they still retain, but are better known by that of loways and Nes- 
per^. A third band, who detached themsdves from the migrat- 
ing nation, were the Neotat^ias or Neogeneas, known to us as the 
Missouries. The Ottoes also separated ftom the nation on the 
Mississippi.— James, vol. ii. pp. 61, 2. The Mahaws were once a 
numerous tribe, and cultivated corn, beans, and tobacco. Two- 
thlrdipf the nation were destroyed by the small pox in 1892; and 
wars ^th the Sioux have reduced them still further; they now 
mmber only about 1500. Pike, p. 173. Warden, vol. ill. p. 556. 
James^vol. ill. p. 244. 
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Osage. Their figure, Majer Pike says, is dim, and 
their high cheek-bones dearly indicate their Asiatic 
origin. They are distingtdshed by having, till very 
recently, retained the barbarous rite of an annual 
propitiatory sacrifice of a human victim to the Great 
Star (Venus), with a view to secure a favourable 
harvest. Major Long states, that their language 
differs radically ” from that of the Missouri tribes.* 
The Ricaras or Rlckarees, who now reside on the 
banks of the Missouri, between the Sioux and Mandan 
nations, are considered by Mr. James as undoubtedly 
a branch of the Pawnee stock. Though thinned by 
the small-poz, they still amount to about 9000 souls. 
They are partly agricultural, and are said to have a 
method of preserving corn dunng several years in 
subterranean depositories. Mr. James is indined to 
refer to the same nation, an excavation near Shell 
Creek, which is supposed to have been a military 
work.f The Mandans, like the Awahawas or Shoe 
Indians, are a branch of Uie Quehatsa or Crow nation. 
The Menomeni or Fols Avoin nation are a small 
tribe much respected for their bravery and indepen- 
dent spirit : they are firm friends to the whites, and 
have the good fortune to be hdd in high estimation 
by both Sioux and Chippeways. They understand 
and use the Algonquin, but are said to have a peculiar 
language which no white man has hitherto acquired. 
Their hunting-grounds are the same as those of the 
Winnebagoes; besides which, they frequently hunt 
near the Raven river, the debateable territory between 
the Algonqiiins and the Sioux. 

The sources of the Platte, the Arkansa, and Red 

■ Pike, p. 192. James, vol. II. p. 80{ vd. ilL p. 241. 
t Warden, p. 558. James, vd. IL p. 71* 
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River are frequented by the nomade tribes of Kadudas 
(or Bad-bearts), the Kiawas, the Shiennes (Chiens, 
Shawhays, or Dog Indians), the Axrapahoes, the Bald- 
heads, and the Shoshones or Snake Indians, who subsist 
almost entirely upon the flesh of the bison, which they 
hunt for its skin. They are perpetually at war with all 
the Missouri Indians as far down as the Osages. The 
Kaskaia and Kiaway dialects are peculiarly difficult to 
be acquired, or even understood ; and individuals of 
these several nations are accustomed to hold commu- 
nication chiefly by the common language of signs. 
The Kiawas are said td be the remains of the Great 
Fadouca nation, who, mounted on fleet horses, and 
armed with the bow and lance, sometimes extended 
their predatory excursions into New Mexico. Under 
the various denominations of Snake Indians, Caman- 
dies, letans, Padoucas, Apaches, Utahs, Tetaws, &c., 
nomade hordes of the same equestrian nation seem to 
be included * The Black-feet Indians, the Blood 
Indians, and the Picaneaux are mentioned by Mac- 
kenzie as a people who deal in horses, and take them 
upon the war parties towards Mexico. They appeared 
to be travelling north-westward ; while the Sarsees, 
a tribe of Chepewyans, were, on the contrary, advanc- 
ing from the north-westward, and the Knisteneaux 
were continuing to be invaders of the country from 
the eastward.f Such are the cross migrations which 
are continually taking place in the American Tatary, 
and which set all history at defiance. 

* Waiden, vol. ill. pp. 560-.*!62. James* voL lU. pp. 42, 52* 244. 
Pike, pp. 214r<^336. The latter Tzaveller represents the language 
of the Appaches of New Mexico to be the same as that of the ** Lee 
Fanis;’* (whether the Pawiiees are meant, is not clear;) and says# 
that it extends ftom Louidana to the Sea of ciaiiftmiiiL. 

t Mackenale* p. Ixxxi. 
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In tliis general view of ‘the American population, 
we have confined ourselves to what will perhaps 'be 
regarded as a dry catalogue of the numerous nations, 
reserving for another place the description of their 
common or distinguishing manners and customs. We 
have refrained also from entering into any historical 
speculations, which, in the present state of our know- 
ledge, can be nothing better than vague conjecture. 
As a specimen of these, the opposite opinions of Mr. 
Jefferson and M. Humboldt may deserve to be cited. 
The former, misled by imperfect information and fal- 
lacious reasoning, supposes, that there will probably 
be found twenty in America, for one in Asia, of 
languages radically distinct, having no resemblance to 
one another ; and he argues, that, while a separation 
into dialects may be the work* of a few ages only, 
for two dialects to recede from one another till they 
have lost all vestiges of their common origin, must 
require an immense course of time ; perhaps, not less 
than many people give to the age of the earth.'* His 
conclusion is, that a greater number of those radical 
languages having taken place among the red men of 
America, proves them to be of greater antiquity than 
those of Asia.*' * Were the fact as stated, it would 
prove nothing of the kind, but would only indicate the 
greater barbarism of the American nations, of which 
the rapid multiplication of dialects is the natural and 
constant result. Humboldt, on the other hand, thinks 
that the researches of MM. Heckewelder and Dupon- 
ceau have rendered it probable, “ that the tongues 
scattered heretofore over more than 120,000 square 
leagues, between the Alleghenies and the Rocky 
Mountains, the Lakes of Canada and the Caribbean 


* Jeffenon's Notest p; 164* 
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Sea, are zeducSble to a veiy email number of radicftle, 
otwhidi the Lenni-lenape (Delaware), the Iroquois, 
and the Floridian are the moet important.”* The 
philological investigations of Mr. Heckewelder were 
by no means^ however, sufficiently comprehensive to 
'warrant this premature conclusion. His personal in- 
tercourse appears to have been confined to a small 
band of the Delaware tribe, whose language is but a 
dialect of the Algonquin, and the great Indian family 
is arbitrarily brought to this Delaware standard. Not 
only was the worthy Missionary’s information limited, 
but his predilections for his favourite tribe have 
given a bias and character to his researches, by whidi 
their value is materially lessened. His History of 
the Indian Nations is half romance ; and though his 
veracity is unquestidhable, his easy faith and feeble 
judgement render him an unsafe autbority.f Yet, 
we find M. Humboldt deferring to it in the following 
terms. According to the traditions collected by 
Mr. Heckewelder, the country east of the Mississippi 
was heretofore inhabited by a powerful nation of 
gigantic stature, called Tallegem^ Talligeu^ or A//i- 


* Humboldt’s Personal Narative, vol. vi. p. 359 l M. Chateau- 
briand says: “ Four principal languages seem to divide North 
America ; the Algonquin and the Huron in the North and East, 
the Sioux in the West, and the Chickasaw in the South.*’— Tnvels, 
vol. 1. p. 255. 

t Sm the able article already cited, in North Amerlnn Review, 
No. lix., in which Heckewelder's History is examined at some 
length. «« In the integrity of his purposes, in the blamelessness 
of his life and conversation, and in his devotion to the great otdects 
before him,” it is remarked, the venerable Moravian Missionary 
" approached the models of tlu primitive ages.” But it was at the 
extremity of a long and useful life, with enfeebled faculties, that 
he undertook his task ; •' and it should excite no surprise, that his 
work la almost a collectioa of anecdotes to which he had listened 
In his earlier life with the fstth and fbndnsMi of a Delawaze.” 
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gihevB%n and whldi gare iU name to the Alleghanioii 
(Allighewian) mountains. The Allighewies were 
more celebrated than any of the other tribes found in 
the northern climates by the Europeans of the six- 
teenth century. They inhabited towns founded on 
the banks of the Mississippi ; and the fortifications 
which now excite the astonishment of travellers, were 
constructed by them, in order to defend themselyes 
against the LenniJienapes (Delawares) who came 
from the west, and were allied at that period with the 
Mengwies (Iroquois). It may be supposed, that this 
invasion of a barbarous people changed the political 
and moral state of those countries. The Allighewies 
were vanquished by the Lenni-lenapes after a long 
struggle. In their flight towards the south, they 
gathered together the bones * * of their relations in 
separate tumuli : they descended the Mississippi, and 
what became of them is not known.”*** This powerful 
people, the learned Traveller is inclined to regard as 
having been of the Toltec or Aztec race ; and ha 
thinks it probable, that the reported invasion of the 
Lenni-lenapes, and the destruction of the power of the 
Allighewies, were connected with the migration of 
the Caribs, who, according to some traditions, reached 
South America from Florida. The almost colossal 
stature and physical as well as intellectual superiority 
of the Caribbees of the Orinoco, appear to have fur- 
nished the grounds of this conjecture. It is, however, 
fhtal to this hypothesis, tliat the bones found in the 
tumuli of the transalleghanian country, belong, for 
the most part, to a stunted race, of lower stature 
than the present tribes of (Canada and the Missouri. f 

* Humboldt, vol. vi. p. 327* 

t The ikeletoiu found In our xkiounds, nys Mr. Atwater, a 

learned American aidueologiBt, never belong^ tospeople Ifim 
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A learned American antiquary (Dr* Mitdiell) believes, 
that the skeletonB found in the caverns of Kentucky 
and Tennessee, are those of a Malay tribe, who 
arrived on the western coast after having traversed 
the Pacific, 'and were destroyed by the ancestors of 
the present Indians. The same learned Writer sup- 
poses, however, with Mr. De Witt Clinton, that the 
fortifications and tumuli found in the state of Ohio, 
are the works of the Scandinavian nations who, from 
the eleventh to .the fourteenth century, visited the 
coast of Greenland, Newfoundland, and a part of 
North America.* The absence of all inscriptions is, 
perhaps, a sufficient confutation of this last hypothesis, 
unsupported as it is by the shadow of historic evidence. 
The wrappers of feathers, in which some of the bodies 
were found enveloped ifi the caverns of Kentucky, are 
precisely similar to those mentioned by American 
navigators as obtained in the Sandwich and Feejeo 
islands, and in Nootka Sound ; and the best defined 
specimens of art among the antiquities of Ohio and 
Kentucky, are clearly of a Polynesian character. Sup- 
posing that the tradition of the Delawares respecting 
the expulsion of the Allighewies, is entitled to any 
confidence, the retreat of the vanquished towards the 
south, M. Malte Brun remarks, does not necessarily 
imply that they retired into Mexico, or even into 

our Indians.** The latter are a tall, rather slender/stralghMimbed 
people. Those to whom the skeletons belonged, were short and 
thick ; they were rarely five feet high, and few were six ; their 
faces were short and broad, thdr eyes very large, and with broad 
chins. These characteristics, M. Malte Brun remarks, appertain 
neither to the Algonquin, the Iroquois, nor the Missouri race, but 
approximate closely to those of Ae natives of Florida and Braail. 
—Chateaubriand, vol. 1. p. 347. Humboldt, vol. vi. p. 328. 

* Humboldt, vol. vi. p. 319. The tradition respecting the ex- 
pulsion of the Attighewies, placea lt In the twelfth century. 
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what is now called Florida. They might have crossed 
the Mississippi into the western territory. Neither 
the iumuR nor the forts, however, indicate a popula- 
tion very numerous or powerful, or very highly ad- 
vanced in civilization beyond the present race. The 
Omawhaws bury their dead in a bison robe, and place 
in the grave various articles for the use of the de- 
ceased ; after which, they raise a tumvius over the 
grave, the magnitude *of which is proportioned to 
the rank of the deceased.*- To the Rickarees, Mr. 
James is disposed to ascribe the construction of a 
supposed military intrenchment, which has already, 
through ignorance of its origin, become an object of 
supmtitious reverence to the natives. The Meno- 
meni nation seem to bear the^ marks of being de- 
scended from a superior race. Travellers,*’ says 
M. Malte Brun, describe with delight their fine 
features. Their physiognomy expresses at once gentle- 
ness and independence. They have a clearer com- 
plexion than the other indigenous tribes, with large, 
expressive eyes and fine teeth ; they are well-formed, 
of middle stature ; have much intelligence, and sim- 
plicity of manners. They dwell in spacious huts 
formed with red mats, lilce those of the Illinois, repose 
upon skins, and drink the syrup of the maple. They 
are friends to the whites, and speak an unknown 
idiom." In this description, several of the traits 
so closely resemble those which Mr. Atwater ascribes 
to the aboriginal inhabitants of Ohio, whose remains 
have been discovered in the funereal mounds, as to 
tempt the conjecture that they denote the same race. 
If so, they may be the remains of the Allighewies of 

* Jamest vol. li. p. 1. 

t Make Bnm, vol. v. p. 210. Can this tribe have had a meitieo 
origin? Their language at all events deserves investigatioib 
PART I. C 
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Mr. Hedsewelder or, possibly, the fair-oomplexioned 
and red-haired Indians, whom Captain Isaac Stewart 
affirms to have conversed with him in Welsh I * But 
the subject of American antiquities belongs to another 
place. We must now proceed to describe the grand 
features of the physical geography of this vast region. 

. M. Malte Bnin describes the American' continent, 
as exhibiting, in the general outline of the globe, 
a continuation of that belt of elevated land, which, 
under the names of the plateau of Caifraria, of Arabia, 
of Persia, and of Mongolia, forms the spine of the 
ancient continent, and, scarcely interrupted at Behr- 
ing’s Straits, constitutes also the Jlocky or Columbian 
Mountains, the plateau of Mexico, and the great cliain 
of the Andes. This zone of mountains and plateaus, 
like a vast ring, crumbled and fallen back upon its 
encircled planet, presents, generally speaking, a de- 
clivity shorter and more rapid on that side of the 
basin of the great Aiistro-Oriental Ocean of which the 
Indian Sea constitutes a part, than on the side of the 
Atlantic or Polar Seas.” The Rocky Mountains 
(called also the Mexican Andes) rise abruptly, however, 
out of the plains which extend along their eastern 
base, towering into high peaks, visible at the distance 
of more than a hundred miles eastward. The breadth 
of the range varies from fifty to a hundred miles.]; 
They consist of ridges, knobs, and peaks variously 
disposed, among which are interspersed many broad 
and fertile valleys. Between the Arkansa and the 

* Humboldt, vol. vi. p. 325. 

f Malte Brun, vol. v. p. S. ** This correspondence and con- 
tinuity of the two great islands of the globe, lead us to reject the 
idea of the more recent origin of America.*’ 

t James, vol. iii. p. 238. Malte Brun says, their base is 3U0 miles 
in breadth. 
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Platte, in latitude 45' N., rises what' has been 
considered as the highest peak, and which has received 
the name of James's Peak from the conductor of the 
party by which it was ascended. Its elevation above 
the common level, as ascertained by trigonometrical 
measurement, is about 8500 feet ; and its supposed 
elevation above the ocean, 11,500 feet; 3000 feet 
being assumed as the aggregate elevation of the base 
of the mountains above the ocean.* Other peaks, 
however, are believed to attain a higher elevation, 
estimated at not less than 12,500 feet above the level 
of the sea. The mountains are dad with a scattered 
growth of scrubby pines, cedar, oak, and furze, and 
exhibit a very rugged and broken appearance. The 
rocks of which they are mainly.composed, are of pri- 
mitive formation ; but a deep crust of secondary rocks 
appears to redine against the eastern side of the 
mountains, extending many hundred feet upward from 
their base. These, however, are chiefly sandstones, 
of granitic origin, consisting of rounded fragments of 
rocks that appear to have constituted part of the 
primitive mountains ; -|* and beds of loose sand and 
gravel are still constantly accumulating, formed in 
part from the disintegration of the sandstone and 
amygdaloid, and partly by the action of the torrents 
which are constantly bringing down fragments from 
the primitive rocks. The absence of any limestone 
formation, is a distinguishing characteristic of this 
region as far as explored. 

• Jameia vol.'iii. pp. 238, 285. 

t These secondary formations are, — 1. red sandstone; 2. argil- 
laceous or grey sanilstone; 3. green-stone and gray-stone; 4. 
amygdaloid, forming the newest floeU trap formation ; 5. sand and 
graveU The angle of indinaiion of the strata of sandstone, often 
approodiea 9(1^, and is very rarely less than 4SP, 
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The tract of sandstone which skirts the eastern 
boundary of the range, and which appears to belong 
to that immense secondary formation occupying the 
valley of the Mississippi, abounds with scenery of 
a grand and interesting character. Amid the highly 
inclined naked rocks which, for the most part, these 
inferior ridges present, on the side next to the primi- 
tive range, from which they appear to have been 
broken off, numerous conical hills and mounds are in- 
terspersed, dothed with verdure to their summits: 
the deep green of their small and almost procumbent 
cedars and junipers, in contrast with the less intense 
colours of various species of deciduous foliage, ac- 
quires new beauty from being placed as a margin to 
the glowing red and yellow surfaces of the precipitous 
rocks.* 

Respecting the interior of the country to the north 
of the sources of the Missouri, and north-west of Lake 
Superior, little satisfactory information has been 
obtained; but the Rocky Mountains are known to 
continue in an uninterrupted chain, in a general di- 
rection of N.N.W* and S.S.E., to a point beyond the 
parallel of G5^ N., near the mouth of Mackenzie's 
River. Though declining in elevation, they retain a 
character in otlier respects entirely similar. It would 
appear also, that the secondary formation extends un- 
interrupted along the base of the Rocky Mountains, 
at least as far as the sources of the Saskatchiwine, in 
latitude 52^, where coal was observed by Mackenzie ; 
spreading eastward to the shores of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, and knowing, perhaps, no other limits than 
the Atlantic mountains and the northern oceau.f 

• James, vol. iU. pp. 238 ; 282, S94. 

1 IbU., vol. UL pp. 814-318. In the Londcn edition, of whldi 
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No part of the earth, probably, it has been re- 
marked, presents a greater degree of simplicity and 
uniformity in the structure and conformation of its 
surface, than North America. The mountain ranges 
are here distinct, forming eadi its own particular 
system, and preserving severally, through their whole 
extent, a similarity in external appearance, as well as 
in the structure and aggregation of the various rocks 
of which they are composed. The outlines of a physi- 
cal delineation of North America would present, first, 
the great chain of the Rocky Mountains, evidently a 
continuation of the Andes of the southern hemisphere, 
stretching parallel to the direction of the western coast, 
from the Isthmus of Panama to the northern ocean. 
Their summits, penetrating fas into the regions of 
perpetual winter, look down upon the vast plains of 
the Mississippi and its tributaries ; in which wo dis- 
tinguish a comparatively inconsiderable range of rocky 
hills, commencing near the confluence of the Missouri, 
and running south-west of the Gulf of Mexico, near 
the estuary of the Rio del Norte. Beyond these, the 
surface subsides to a plain stretching eastward to the 
commencement of the great chain of the AUeghanies. 

we axe compelled to make use, the directkni of the range is stated 
to be nearly N. N. E. and S. S. W. ; an obvious error; and the 
IVriter is xnade to aay, that •• It is improbable that aecondary 
formations extend along the base of the Rocky Mountains through 
their whole course :**—«* not improbable." roust have been the true 
reading. "A view of the character and direction of the several 
large rivers whldi travose the region about Hudson’s Bay. and 
the number and i>osltion of the small lakes whidi abound in every 
part of it, aflbrd at least," it la remarked." presumptive evidence, 
that it is an extensive plain little Inclined in any direction.*' 
" Dreary massea of aandaton^atratified horizontally," form ** the 
rugged coaat of the North Georgian Ardiipelago:** and day-date 
and daty aandatone are the prevailing rocks la MeLvUle Idsnd.— 
Malte Brim, voL v. pp« 89, 90. 

c 3 
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This range, far less elevated than that of the Rocky 
Mountains, traverses the continent in a direction 
nearly parallel to the Atlantic ocean, from the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence on the N.£., to the confluence of the 
Alabama and Tombighee rivers in the S.W. Conu 
pared to the Rocky Mountains, this range is with- 
out summits, presenting, instead of conical peaks, long 
and level ridges, rising in no point to the inferior limit 
of perpetual frost, and scarcely in any instance reach- 
ing that d^ee of elevation which is incompatible with 
the growth of forests.” * 

The Alleghanies are, in fact, M. Malte Bmn re- 
marks, not so properly a chain of mountains, as a long 
plateau crested with several low chains of hills, sepa- 
rated from each other by wide and elevated valleys. 
East of the Hudson, the Alleghanies consist chiefly of 
granite hills with rounded summits, often covered to 
a great height with bogs and tUrf, and distributed in 
irregular groupes without any marked direction. 
Some peaks of the Green Mountains in Vermont, and 
of the White Mountains in New Hampshire, rise to 
the height of 5000 or 0000 feet above the level of the 
sea. After we pass the Hudson, the structure of the 
Alleghanies appears to change. In Pennsylvania and 
Virginia, they assume the form of long parallel ridges, 
varying in height fmm 2500 to 4000 feet, and occupy- 
ing a breadth of 100 miles. In Tennessee, where they 
terminate, they again lose the form of continuous 
chains, and break into groupes of isolated mountains, 
touching at their base, some of which attain an eleva- 
tion of 5000 or 6000 feet.i- 

• Report of exploring Party, James, vd. lU. p. 872. The in- 
ferior limit of perpetual snow, as estimated by Humboldt Ibr the 
Igtitujde of 4(IP, ia 9646 feet above the see, 

t Halte Bxun, vol. y. p. 168, 
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In many particolanu there is a manifest xeaemblanoe 
between the AUeghanies and the oomparatively in- 
considerable groupe known by the name of the Ozark 
mountains, which, running in a nearly parallel direo* 
txon, form an angle of about 4(P with the great 
western range. This diain of low mountains, which 
is penetrated by two branches of the Mississippi, the 
Arkansas and Red River, was, till within these few 
years, almost entirely unknown. They extend between 
six and seven hundred miles in length, by about one 
hundred in breadth, and their elevation varies from 
1000 to 2000 feet atove the level of the sea. So far 
as hitherto explored, the granites and primitive rocks 
are found at the lowest parts, as in the Alleghenies, 
while the most elevated are oony)osed of secondary and 
recent formations, the horizontal sandstone and strata 
of compact limestone forming the highest summits.* 
The reverse of this is observable in the Rocky Moun- 
tains, where the granite surpasses in elevation, as well 
as in extent, all the other formations. The eastern 
base of this great range extends, in the parallel of 38% 
M far as longitude 106° W. ; between which and the 
base of the Ozark mountains in longitude 94*, there 
intervenes a bare and dreary plain, extending over 
nearly twelve degrees of longitude, destitute of timber, 
scorched in summer, and in winter traversed by the 
howling and frozen blasts which descend from the 
Rocky Mountains.! To the west of this range, 

* James, vol. 111. p. 274. •• It if well known,” saye the Writer, 
*' that flrom the primitive gneiss rock at Philadelphia, there Is a- 
gradual ascent, adnss strata more and more recent, to the rocks of 
the coal fbnnation about the summit of the Alleghanics. Some of 
the granitic mountains of New England are far surpassed in elfr> 
vation by ^ neighbouring hills and ridges of mlcs slate, taloosa 
socks, or even more recent aggiegstes.** 

t Thteiegten^ it unfitted aUlMlqrflMbnwDM 
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between them and the coast of the Pacific, from whidi 
they are distant between 500 and 600 miles, there is 
another chain of mountains of considerable elevation, 
of which little is yet known. 

Within the great basin of the Mississippi, there are, 
in fact, no fewer than three distinct ranges of moun-i 
tainous c^ntry; the first, the Ozark Mountains, 
already mentioned, stretching north-eastward from 
the province of Texas till they terminate in the high 
lands on the lower part of the Missouri ; the second, 
the Black Hills, commencing on the southern fork or 
Padouca branch of the Platte river, about 100 miles 
E. of the Rocky Mountains, and stretching north- 
eastward towards the great northerly bend of the 
Missouri ; and the third, the Wisconsan Hills, com- 
mencing on the river of that name, near the Portage, 
and extending northerly to Lake Superior. In the 
parallel of 4P, no mountain, scarcely a hill, occurs 
between the Rocky Mountains and the Alleghanies. 
But, at no great distance N. of that parallel, low 
ranges begin to appear in the region south-west of 
Lake Michigan, connected, seemingly, with the 
Ozark Mountains ; but, in point of elevation, alto- 
gether inconsiderable. Although many have sup- 
posed,*’ says Major Long, *^that the waters of the 
Mississippi are separated from those running north- 
westwar^y into the Pacific Ocean and north-east- 

of its loil. Its ungenial climate, and other physical disadvantages, 
to become the residence of a fixed and numerous population. 

The immense grassy plains of the southern and eastern portions, 
are adapted to the feeding of cattle and horses s and it is not im- 
probable, that the countless herds of biaons and wild hones will 
soon give place to domesticated animals. The coal, salt, plaster, 
and inm, whidi constitute the mineral wealth of this paction of 
territory, lose modi of thdr value on acooimt of their remoteness: 
turn navigable stKeame.”— James, vbL U, p, 297 . < 
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wardly into the Atlantic, by a moontainoiia range of 
coimtiy, yet, from the best information that can be 
had, the fact is quite otherwise. The old and almost 
forgotten statement, of savage origin, that four of the 
largest rivers on the continent have their sources in 
the same plain, is entitled to far more credit. The 
rivers alluded to, are, the Mississippi, the St. Law- 
rence, the Saskashawin, and the Oregon or Mackenzie's 
River. Agreeably to the accounts of Colonel Dixon 
and others who have traversed the country situated 
between the Missouri and the Ossinaboin (a branch 
of Red River of Hudson's Bay), no elevat^ ridge is 
to be met with ; but, on the contrary, tributaries to 
both these streams take their rise in the same cham- 
paign, and wind their way in various directions to 
their far distant estuaries. Judging from the maps 
that have been given of the country near the sources 
of the Mississippi, and of the region northward of the 
Lakes, as well as from the accounts of the travellers 
who have penetrated many parts of those countries, 
the same remarks appear equally applicable to a large 
portion of the whole. The water-courses are repre- 
sented as chains of lakes of various magnitudes, while 
lakes and stagnant pools are scattered in almost every 
direction, without ridges or perceptible declivities to 
shew the direction in which they are drained." * 

The Des Fleines, one of the heads of the Illinois, 
rises in the country between the Mississippi and Lake 
Michigan, and pursuing a south-easterly course, ap- 
proaches within twelve miles of that lake. The inter- 

• James, voL iii. p. S61. Ma ck e nsie, speaking of a boat-oom- 
municatkm between Lake Supwior and Lake Winipec, through 

what is called the Nipigan country, says: •• In short, the country 
is so broken by lakes and riven, that people may find thdr way la 
canoes in any dlnctkm they piesae.**— (p, be.) 
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mediate land is a leirel prairie, stretching in' every 
direction as far as the eye can reach. Its extreme 
devation above the surface of the lake, is seventeen 
feet ; and that feeble barrier is all tha% is interposed 
between this mighty mass of water and the rich valley 
of the Mississippi, which it overhangs, like an ava- 
lanche on the summit of the Alps.” * 

It has long been known, that boats can pass by 
water from the Hliuois to Lake Michigan. An ex- 
planation of this singular fact, is given by the last 
cited Writer from personal observation. Between the 
Des Pleines and Lake Michigan, but to the east of the 
Portage path, there is an extensive morass, called the 
Saganashkee marsh. This, in a wet season, assumes 
the appearance of a Ipke, the surface of which, how- 
ever, is so entirely overspread with the broad leaves 
and yellow flower of the large water-lily, that it would 
be difficult for a boat, without a riiilful pilot, to find 
her way through it. This lake generally disdiarges 
itself into the Des Pleines ; but, when ^at river is 

• North Amerkan Review. No. Ux. p. 361. There is not. 
perhaps, on the globe,’* leinarks this Writer. •* a spot where sudi 
a mighty physical revolution could be produced with so little 
human labour, as by opening a communication between Lake 
Michigan and some of the upper tributaries of the Illinois. It 
would be a matter of curious speculation, to calculate the conse- 
quences of turning to the Gulf of Mexico, one of chose Immense 
reservoirs which are the fountains of the St. Lawrence. The Delta 
of the Miaaiasippi would be inundated and destroyed, and its low 
bottoms overflowed by a deluge whose extent and duration no man 
can estimate. A gradual diminution would take place in the 
waters of Lake Michigan, which would be felt in Huron and Erie ; 
and Chicago would present some of the imposing features of. the 
entrance into the Niagara river.” It has been proposed to open a 
canal between the Chicago and the Illinois. The elevation of the 
head of the latter above the level of the ocean, is assumed by 
Major Long to be, in round numbers, 450 feet; about 120 fleet below 
the surface of Lake Erie.-rJames, voL ill. p. 265. ^ 
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high^ its waters fill the channel of communication, and 
flow into the lake. The myageur enters this channel, 
and follows the track made by some other boat^ or 
works his own * way, slowly and laboriously. As he 
approaches the natural termination of the marsh, the 
water becomes more and more shallow, and his pro- 
gress more and more difficult. He at length arrives 
at the boundary, and finds himself at the summit 
level of the country. An indined plane of seven miles 
in extent, and with a depression of seventeen feet, 
stretches between him and Lake Michigan. And we 
very much doubt, whether the water of the Hes 
Pleines ever surmounted tliis summit level, and 
mingled with the Chicago, until this route had been 
frequently passed. The communication at present 
existing, has apparently been effected, in a long course 
of years, by drawing the l>oats through the mud at 
the extremity of •the marsh, and thus forming a small 
channel, which is soon increased by the velocity of the 
current, occasioned by the rapid descent of the country 
towards the lake. This channel is called the Rigolet, 
and bears every appearance of the origin we have 
assigned to it. A boat descends it with great rapi- 
dity, and about two miles from the marsh, enters the 
Chicago creek, a deep and sluggish stream, at this 
point on a level with the lake.” * 

What has been called the valley or basin of the 
Mississippi, might then, it has been remarked, with 
almost equal accuracy be called the basin of the St. Law- 
rence, of the Saskatchiwine, or of Mackenzie’s River ; 
since these different channels serve as drains to the 
same immense plain extending from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Northern Sea. From this remarkable 


* Narfh' American Review, No* Ux. pp. 361, 2. ] 



86 


NORTH AMSHICA. 


peenliarity in the oonfiguration of the new continoit, 
the Test extent and unbroken oontinnity of its low 
and lerel plains, results the amasing length of the 
riyers whi^ water this part of the glotl^^ and many of 
which mingle, in the early part of their course^ those 
waters which are destined for different estuaries.* 

Brfore we proceed to give a more particular de« 
icription of the mighty streams whii^ water this 
region, the chain of lakes, or fresh-water seas, which 
separate the United States from British America, first 
claim our attention. These are fire in number, 
namely, Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Lake Mithi- 
gan. Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario. 

Lake Superior, the largest and most northern of 
these lakes, (formerly known under the names of 
Lake Tracy and Lake Cond6,) is situated between 
latitude 46° 30' and 49^ N., and longitude 84^ and 92^ 
l(f W., and forms the largest body of fresh water on 
the globe; Its greatest length from £. to W. is 410 
miles; its greatest breadth, 120 miles; and its cir« 
cumference has been variously estimated at 1200 
and 1600 mile8.t It receives the waters of forty 
different streams, which it discharges at its soutlu 
eastern extremity, through the straits of St. Mary 
into Lake Huron. It has been conjectured, indeed, 

* Thus, the Orinoco and the Rio NegiOf a tributary to the 
Amasona, communicate by the Camiquiare | and a similar brandi 
unitsi the Beni and the Madera. The head streams of the Para» 
guay, it is also believed, communicate, in the rainy season, with 
those of the amasons. 

t According to Mackensie, following its shores and bays, UOO 
miles. According to Faden*s calculation, (Description of Canada, 
1818,) IfiSSS miles.— Mackensie, p. xl. Warden, vol. i. p. 00. 
Malte Brun says, ■* more than 500 leagues in circumferencei’* lA 
Carey and Lea's Atlas, this lake is said to be 360 miles long, (its 
mean length probably'beiDg intended,) and itsmenhvesdtb, 100. 
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that not more tban a tenth part passes through this 
channel, the rest escaping by evaporation.* Along 
the northern shore, there is great depth of water. 
The rocks ris^ from 300 to 1500 feet, and, during 
a strong wind, render the navigation dangerous : it 
would be still more so, were it not for the harbours 
formed by numerous islands near the entrance of 
inlets and bays, where vessels find shelter. The 
southern side of the lake is a sandy beach, without 
any bay or inlet, but interspersed with limestone 
rocks, rising 100 feet above the water, and rendering 
the navigation not less dangerous. The largest island, 
called Isle Royale, situated near the north-western 
coast, is 100 miles in length by about 40 in breadth. 
The lake abounds with fish, which constitutes the 
principal food of the Algonquin Indians on its 
borders. 

Lake Huron (formerly called Lake Algonquin or 
Orleans) lies between latitude 42° 30^ and 46° 30^ N., 
and longitude 80° and 84° W. Its length from east 
to west, is 220 miles ; its breadth varies from 60 to 
200 miles ; and its circumference is about 1100 miles ; 
the total extent of surface being estimated at 20,000 
square miles. Near the centre, its depth is said to be 
unfathomable. Besides the waters of Lake Superior, 
which it receives, through a series of rapid descents, 

* Warden, voL i. p. 61.— When the wind blows from the east, the 
waters are driven against the high rocks of the northern and western 
shore, where they form a thick vapour resembling rain ; and this 
action of the wind creates an irrq[ular ebb and flow. Thb never ex- 
ceeds ten or twelve inches ; hut the strong traces of the water on the 
rocks of the shore, shew that, at no very remote period, they were 
elevated six feet above the present level. Some years ago. Mac- 
keniie states, the waters suddenly withdrew near the Great Por- 
tage; then rushed back with great velocity above the common 
mark; and, after rising and falling during several houny they 
settled at their usual leveU— Mackeniie, pp. xlli. xllil. 

PART X. D 
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at its north-western extremity, those of Lake MidiSgan 
discharge themselves into it, on the western side, by a 
channel six miles in length, called the Straits of 
Michillimackinac, at the mouth of which is the island 
of the same name, situated in latitude 45° 54'.* On 
the eastern side, it receives, through the channel of 
the Swan River, the waters of Ijake Simcoe ; and on 
the northern coast, by the French River, those of 
Lake Nipissing, which is 25 leagues in length. 
Several other streams, issuing from small lakes, run 
also into the eastern side. The only outlet of the 
united waters of Lakes Superior, Michigan, and 
Huron, is the rapid river of St. Clair, which, by the 
accession of other streams, is changed into a lake of 
the same name, about 00 miles in circumference. A 
strait, from half a mile to three miles in breadth, called 
the Detroit, unites this basin with Lake Erie. 

Lake Michigan (formerly called Lake Illinois and 
Lake Dauphin) extends from the western angle of 
Lake Huron in a southerly direction, and is separated 
from Lake Superior by a tongue of land aliout 3Q 
leagues in length. It lies wholly within the territory 
of the CJnited States, between the parallels of 42^ and 
46”. Its length, from north to south, is 260 miles 
by a mean breadth of 50, and its circumference is 
945 miles, containing an area of 10,366,000 acres. 
Its waters are said to be unfathomable. On the N.W. 

* " Before the late war, the island of Michillimackinac was the 
great place of resort among Indian traders and the factors of Mon- 
treal. who met there annually about the Ist of May, and remained 
two months for the exchange of peltries with the manufactures of 
Europe. After the capitulation of General Hull. Fort Michilli- 
macklnac, the most northerly military post In the Unit^ States, 
foil into the hands of the English, who were obliged to abandift it 
after the capture of their fleet on Lake Erie (in ISIS).”— Warden, 
TOLL p. 70. 
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■ide, it brandies out through a narrow strait into two 
bays : the most northerly is called Noquet’s Bay ; the 
other. Green Bay or Puant's, from the Indian tribe 
.that inhabit its borders. The latter, which is from 25 
to 30 leagues in depth, communicates with Iiake 
Winnebago, situated about 30 miles in a southerly 
direction, and formed by Fox River; between the 
head of which and the Wisconsan River, (a tributary 
to the Mississippi,) there is a portage of only three 
miles.* At the southern extremity of Ijake Michigan, 
is the Chicago creek, already mentioned, by which, in 
the rainy season, the head-waters of the Illinois com- 
municate with the lake ; but the bar at the mouth of 
the creek, does not admit boats drawing above two feet 
water. A number of streams .flow into the lake on 
both the western and the eastern sides. It abounds, 
like the others, with excellent fish. 

Lake Erie, the fourth lake in extent, is situated 
between lat. 41° 3(V and 43° N., and long. 78° 48' 
and 83° W. It is of an oval form, 230 miles in 
length from S.W. to N.E., by a mean breadth of 
45, and 610 miles in circumference. Its depth varies 
from 40 to 300 feet. At Detroit, there are eighteen 
fathoms water, and it is navigated by vessels of 60 
or 70 tons. High, craggy cliffs form the northern 
coast, running out into rocky promontories, some of 
which afford anchorage and shelter for vessels. It 
contains a number of islands. Like Lake Superior, 

• Warden, vol. L pp. 71, 111. There 1 b, between the Illinois 
and Lake Michigan, in dry aeaBons, a portage of 3 miles ; between 
the Illinois and the Wabash, of 15 ; between the De Moins, a tri- 
butary to the Mississippi, and the Missouri, 7()0 miles above Ita 
mouth, a portage of 6 miles s between the Wisconsan and the Fox, 
of 14 mile ; between the St. Croix and Lake Superior, 15 s between 
St. Pctei'sand Red River, 1} s between Corbeau and Red River, 3," 
D 2 



40 


NORTH AMERICA. 


it is subject to considerable elevation and depression 
of its waters during the prevalence of strong winds. 
The elevation of Lake Erie above tide-water, has been 
ascertained to be 604 feet, 280 feet above the Hudson 
River, with which it communicates by a magnificent 
canal 360 miles in length ; and it is a descent of 460 
feet to Lake Ontario, into which it discharges itself, 
at its north-eastern extremity, through the river 
Niagara. This is a channel 30 miles in length and 
three quarters of a mile in breadth, with a current 
running at the rate of four miles an hour: the 
whole mass of waters falls over a rock to the depth of 
160 feet, forming the celebrated falls. On the south- 
west and southern shores, Lake Erie receives several 
navigable rivers, some of the branches of which 
approach those of the Wabash and Big Miami. 

Lake Ontario (formerly Lake Frontenao and St. 
Louis), into which the Niagara descends by this 
magnificent porch,’* is of an oval form, 160 miles 
in length, and between 60 and 70 at its greatest 
breadth, with a circumference of about 460 miles. 
It is situated between the parallels of 43^ and 44^ 
By the Seneca, Onoudago, or Oswego river, which 
falls into the lake on its southern side, it communi- 
cates with the Mohawk branch of the Hudson River 
through the Oneida Lake and Wood Creek. Its islands, 
nineteen in number, are generally fertile and well 
timbered. It empties itself by the great river St. 
lAwrence, which, after receiving the waters of Lake 
Champlain by the river Sorelle, of Lake Mumphre- 
magog by the St. Francis, and of its tributary, the 
Ottawa, expands into a large gulf, and pours its waters 
into the Atlantic, after a course of 770 miles, between 
the parallels of 49* and 60«. 
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Lake Ckamplaiii* is situated to the east of Lake 
Ontario, between the States of New York and Ver- 
mont. Its leng^ from N. to S. is 160 miles: its 
breadth varies from one to ^ghteen miles. It forms 
a natural barrier between Canada and New York. 
The whole surface is generally frozen from the middle 
of January till the middle of April. It receives the 
waters of several navigable streams from the western 
side of the Green Mountains, and, through a natural 
channel, those of Lake George (Lae du Saint 
A'oerefiien^t), the surface of which is 100 feet above 
tlie level of Lake Champlain. Lake George is 36 
miles in length, by a breadth varying from one to 
seven. The portage between the two lakes is only a 
mile and a half. Between Lake Geoige and Lake 
Huron is Muddy Lake, nearly 30 miles in length, and 
containing several small islands. Lake Mumphre* 
magog, which discharges itself into the St. Lawrence, 
through the river St. Francis and Lake St. Peter’s, is 
40 miles in length by about three in breadth. The 
frontier line of the British and American territories, 
the 45th parallel, crosses it near the southern extremity, 
leaving but a small portion of its waters within the 
limits of the United States. Seneca Lake, on which the 
flourishing town of Geneva is situated, is 44 miles in 
length, by a breadth of from four to six. Its deep waters 
do not freeze during the severest .cold. There is a boat 
communication between this lake and Schenectady, 
within 14 miles of the tide of the river Hudson. 
Cayuga Lake is nearly of the same length, and about 
a mile in breadth. It abounds, like Lake Seneca, with 

* So named from the discoverer. Sir Samuel Champlain, lu 1608. 

t So named on account of the use of Its pure and limpid waters 
in the chuiches of Canada. 
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lalmon and other fish, but its waters are shallow, and 
freeze in winter.* 

In what is called the North-west territory, and 
scarcely separated by any definable ridge from the head 
waters of the St. Lawrence, there is another system of 
lakes, which seems to make up in number and con- 
tinuity for its inferior scale of magnificence. The 
Lake of the Woods (or Du Bois) is rendered an im- 
portant point in geography, by its having been named 
by the American Government as the spot from .which 
the boundary line between the United States and the 
British territory was to run West until it should strike 
the AIis8issippi.-|- It was formerly noted for the pro- 
ductiveness of its banks and waters, and the French 
had several settlements in and about it. It abounds 
with islands. It is formed by the River de la Pluie, 
issuing from the lake of that name, which is described 
by Mackenzie as one of the finest rivers in the North- 
west territory. Its banks are covered with a rich soil, 
clothed with groves of oak, maple, pine, and cedar. 
After a course of 80 miles, it falls into the liake of the 
Woods, in lat. 49°.| This lake, discharging its waters 
at its northern extremity, forms the river Winipec, a 

« AuthoritleSf Warden, vol. 1. ch. 3 ; Carey and Lea’s Atlas ; 
Malte Brun. book 78; Mackensie. jMusim, 

f This, says Mackenzie, "can never happen, as the N.W. part 
of the Lake Du Bois is in latitude 49^ 37' N.. and longitude 94’’ 81' 
W. ; and the northernmost branch of the source of the Mississippi 
Is in latitude 47** 3if N.. and longitude 95^ O' W.” 

d Mackenzie, p. Ivii. The Lake de la Pluie. or Rainy Lake, lies 
to the S.E.. Iietween the Lake of the Woods and Lake Superior, 
being separated flrom the head-waters of the latter, only by a low 
ridge. It has already been stated, on the authority of Mackensle. 

there la a boat oommunicatioii between Lake.Superior and 
LakeWinipeg. 
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large body of water, broken by niimeroui idandi, 
portages, and rapids. 

Lake Wiiiipic, Winnepeek, or Winipeg* (the 
Lake Bourbon of the French) approaches to the mag. 
nificent scale of the Canadian lakes, being 240 miles 
in length, by from 50 to 100 in breadth. It lies 
between latitude 50° and 54°. Its banks are shaded 
by the sugar-maple and poplar, and it is surrounded 
with fertile plains, which produce the rice of Canada. 
It is the reservoir of several large rivers ; the principal 
are, the Saskatchiwine, which has its source in the 
Rocky Mountains, the Assiniboin, or Red River,-|* 
and the river Dauphin. It disdiarges itself by the 
rivers Nelson and Severn into Hudson's Bay. In 
common with most of the l^kes in this part, its 
northern banks consist of black and grey rock, while 
the southern shore is a low and level country, occa- 
sionally interrupted by a ridge or bank of limestone in 
strata, rising to the perpendicular height of from 20 
to 40 feet. Where the banks are low, it is evident, 
in many places, that the waters have withdrawn, and 
never rise to the heights formerly washed by them.]; 

A ridge called the Portage la Loche, 13 miles in 
breadth, divides the waters that discharge themselves 

* *• This word ]« derived ftom tveenud, dirty, andneebe^, waters t 
and the full name is, o taugy 'egun, lake of dirty waters. 

Winnebago is a term derived from the same roots, implying that 
the tribe who bear the name, dwell on dirty waters. In allusion to 
tlie Mississippi.*'— North American Review, No. U. p. 113. Mac- 
kenzie gives neiiec as the Knisteneaux for water. 

t 'Ihe eastern branch, or lied River, which flows Tram the S., 
approaches very near the head-waters of the Mississippi, there 
being a portage of only a mile and a half between Its source and 
the St. Peter's. The Assiniboin Joins it from the N. N. W., rising 
in the same mountains as the river Dauphin, as well as the Swan 
and Red Deer River. It is almost a continued plain of landy soil 
from the Red River to the Missouri, 
t Mackenzie, pp. Ixii— vi. 
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into Hudson's Bay, from those which. flow into the 
Northern Ocean. The portage is in latitude 50° 20' N., 
longitude lOO** 15' W. It runs S.W. until it loses its 
relative height between the Saskatchiwine and Elk 
rivers, close on the bank of the. former, in latitude 
53° 36', longitude 113° 45^ It may he traced in an 
easterly dirpetiou towards latitude 58° 12', longitude 
103° 30', where it appears to take its course due N., 
towards the Frozen Sea. The Portage la lioche,*’ 
says Mackenzie, is of a level surface, in some parts 
abounding with stone ; hut, in general, it is an entire 
sand, and covered with the cypress, the pine, and the 
spruce fir. Within three miles of its N. W. termination, 
there is a small, round lake, not more than a mile in 
diameter. Within a mile of the termination of the 
Portage, is a very steep precipice, the ascent and 
descent of whidi appear to be equally impracticable 
in any way, as it consists of a succession of eight 
hills, some of which are almost perpendicular : never- 
theless, the Canadians contrive to surmount all these 
difficulties, even with their canoes and lading.*’ The 
precipice, which rises upwards of 1000 feet above the 
plain, commands a most extensive and romantic 
prospect, embracing the valley of the Swan River.* 
The last of the seven great lakes, is called Slave 
Lake. It lies between latitude 00° 38' and 03°, and 
longitude 110° and 119° W. ; l>eing 270 miles in 
length, and about 1000 in circumference. It receives, 
by Slave River, f the waters of Lake Athapescow, 

• Mackensie, pp. Ixxxiv— vl. 

t The Slave Indians having been driven ftom their original 
country by their enemies, the Knisteneaux, along' the borders of 
this part of the Peace lliver, it received that title. The word by 
no means involves the idea of servitude, but was applied to these 
fugitives as a term of reproadi.— |iflackensic« p. 3. 
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fonned by tbe river of that name, and into which the 
Peace River, or Unjigah, flows, when full ; * and it 
discharges Itself at its N.W. extremity, through Mac- 
kenzie’s River, into the Frozen Ocean, in latitude 
70 ^ N. Churchill River (called also Missinippij great 
water,) whldi empties itself into Hudson's Bay, is 
likewise connected, by means of lakes, with the river 
Athapescow or Elk River, which forms the lake of 
that name ; — “ an invaluable communication,” Malta 
Bnin remarks, had it taken place in a more tempe- 
rate climate.’* But here, even under the 57th pa- 
rallel, the severity of the winter is extreme; and 
nothing can be more terrifically desolate and repulsive, 
than the barren and rocky shores of Hudson’s Bay. 

Leaving these dreary regions, we return to the 
American territories, to trace the course of the waters 
which descend into the basin of the Mexican Sea. 
Three lakes of inferior dimensions, in about latitude 
48°,f give rise to the Mississippi. As far as the pa- 
rallel of 37 °, it flows in a south-easterly direction; 
then sweeps towards the south-west ; and afterwards 
pursues its course, with various windings, in a di- 
rection nearly S., to its outlet in the Gulf of Mexico, 
in latitude 29° fl'. Its whole length, from its source 
to the Gulf, is computed by Humboldt to be 669 
leagues (of 20 to a degree) ; but, including its wind- 
ings, it is supposed to be not much less than 2500 

* When it Is low« the UiOigah receives the waters of Lake 
Athapescow. Madcensle writes it, Athabasca. The Swan River 
falls into the Elk River. 

t Leech Lake, the greatest, is In latitude 47^ Sff N., longitude 
950 w. Upper Red Cedar Lake, which is named in Carey and 
Lea*s Atlas as the true source, is in latitude 47° dS', longitude 05^ O'. 
White Bear Lake is the third.— Warden, voL i. p. 113. In 
Rnin, it Is stated to have its source in •'.Turtle Lake." 

D 5 
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miles.* At the picturesque falls of St. Anthony, f 
in latitude 44° OCK, it descends from the plateau in 
whidi it has its origin, to the vast plain through 
whidi it rolls its waters to the sea. Between these 
falls and the mouth of the Illinois, which Joins it on 
the east side, its width is from 800 to 900 yards. It 
then meanders through a broad valley, from 6 to 
12 or 14 miles in width, the sides of which rise in 
bluffs from 40 to 100 feet high. After a course of 
above 1500 miles, its limpid waters are blended with 
the turbid stream of the Missouri, which, as being the 
principal branch, would seem to have the best claim to 
give its name to their united waters. At this con- 
fluence, which takes place in latitude 38° 55', longitude 
89° 57' W., the Mississippi is 2500 yards, or nearly 
half a league in breadth. 

Mr. Schoolcraft, however, estimates the distance of 
Red Cedar Lake (which he calls Cassina Lake) fi*om- 
the mouth of the Mississippi, at 2978 miles, pursuing 
the course of the river ; and, adding 60 miles for the 
distance to Lake La Beche, ^Mts extreme north- 
western inlet,’* he makes the total length of the river 
to be not less than 3038 miles, or, in a direct line, 
more than half the distance from the Arctic circle to 
the Equator. While ** its source lies in a region of 
sdmost continual winter, it enters the ocean under the 
latitude of perpetual verdure.” He gives the follow* 
ing de^ription of its course. 

• This is the estlmato adopted by Malte Bnin and Warden. The 
former states the length also at 575 leagues of 25 to a degree. In 
Carey and Lea's Atlas, No. 6, the Mississippi is stated to be nearly 
2(HK) miles long; but, in No. 53, ita length, indudlng its windings. 
Is estimated at 3U00 miles. 

i •• After a S.E. course of about 500 miles, it reaches the ftlls 
Of St. Anthony, where it descends perpendicularly 16 feet, and 
where axe 68 feet of rapids.**— Carey and Lea's Atlas, 
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Originating in a region of lakes, upon the table* 
land, which throw their waters north into Hudson’s 
Bay, south into the Gulf of Mexico, and east into the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, it pursues its course to the falls 
of Peckagama, a distance of 230 miles, through a low 
prairie covered with wild rice, rushes, sword-grass, 
and other aquatic plants. During this distance, it is 
extremely devious as to course and width, sometimes 
expanding into small lakes, at others, narrowing into 
a channel of about 80 feet in width. It is about 60 
feet wide on its exit from Ked Cedar or Cassina Lake, 
with an average depth of 2 feet. 

At the falls of Peckagama, tlie first rock stra- 
tum appears, and the first wooded island is seen. 
Here, the river has a fall of ^0 feet ; and from this 
to the falls of St. Anthony, a distance of 685 miles, 
exhibits its second characteristic division. At the 
head of the falls of Peckagama, the prairies entirely 
cease ; and below, a forest of elm, maple, birch, oak, 
and ash overshadows the stream. 

At the falls of St. Anthony, the river has a per^ 
pendicular pitch of 40 feet; and from this to its 
junction with the Missouri, a distance of 643 miles, it 
is bounded by limestone bluffs, which attain various 
elevations from 100 to 400 feet, and present a suc- 
cession of the most sublime and picturesque views. 
This forms the third characteristic change of the 
Mississippi. The river prairies cease, and rocky bluffs 
commence, precisely at the falls of St. Anthony. 

The fourth change in the physical aspect of this 
river, is at the junction of the Missouri ; and this is 
a total and complete one, the character of the Missis- 
sippi being entirely lost in that of the Missouri. The 
latter is, in fact, much the larger stream of the 
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two, and carries its characteristic appearances into 
the ocean. The waters of the Mississippi, at its 
confluence with the Missouri, are moderately dear, 
and of a greenish hue : the Missouri is turbid and 
opaque, a greyish white colour ; and during its 
floods, which happen twice a year, communicates 
almost instantaneously to the combined stream its 
predominating qualities. The distance from the 
mouth of the Missouri to the Gulf of Mexico, is 
1220 miles. This part of the river is more parti- 
cularly characterized by snags and sawyers, falling- 
in banks and islands, sand-bars and mud-banks, a 
channel which is shifted by every flood, and a cur- 
rent of extreme velocity. The width of the river 
opposite St Louis, is qne mile ; it is somewhat less 
at New Orleans, and still less at its embouchure.*’ * 

The Missouri (or Missi-souri f) is formed by three 
head-streams of nearly equal size, issuing from difr 
ferent parts of the Rocky Mountains, and running 
S.W. and S. to the latitude of 45^ 24', longitude 106° 
65% where their waters unite. The northern branch 
has been named Jefierson; the western or middle, 
Madison ; and the southern, GaUatin ; in honour of 
thoM American statesmen. This confluence is 2858 

* Sdioolcraft. in Hodgion*a Letters ftom North AmericSj vdl. IL 
p. 414. 

t So Msckensle writes the word ; hut we have been unaUe to 
ascertain its etymology.' It is, however, apparent, that the name is 
compounded of Misti, great, and some other word, which may 
signify water. Malte Brun remarks, that the Missouri, as being 
the principal branch, has the best claim to the magnificent title of 
EvtAer o/ Waters, conferred on the smaller branch by the Indians. 
Warden makes it to mean •• M<aher t^ihe Waters" But Missis- 
sippli as we have seen, has no such meaning, being literally 

** great river i ** and it Is not improbable, that the import of Mis- 
Si-souii mey be ident.lwd. 
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miles above its junction with the Mississippi. The 
course of the Missouri is north-easterly through the 
mountains, until it reaches the parallel of 4T* 3', 
(2&76 miles from its mouth,*) where its waters are 
precipitated over rocks which, in some places, are 80 
feet in perpendicular height. Having descended 384 
feet in the course of 12 miles,! the river receives the 
waters of the great southern branch, the Yellow Stone 
River (or Keheetsa), in latitude 48°, where it has 
reached the parallel in whidi the Mississippi has its 
source. At its furthest northern point, it receives the 
White-earth River flowing southward ; and then wind- 
ing eastward, it approaches within a mile of Mouse 
River, one of the heads of the Assiniboin, which flows 
into Lake Winipeg. In latitude 48° 42', it forces its 
way through basaltic columns, which rise 800 feet 
above the water. Its course, from the Mandan vil- 
lages, (1604 miles from its mouth,) becomes southerly 
as far as the mouth of White River, a distance of 474 
miles; after which it again bends to the east, and 
continues to wind south-eastward and eastward to its 
junction with the Mississippi. In latitude 41o, 700 
miles from the Mississippi, the Platte River falls into 
the Missouri, after an easterly course, from its 
source in the Rocky Mountains, of about 800 miles.} 

• According to Warden, who appeaii to follow Lewis and Clarke. 
In Carey and Lea, the Great Falls are stated to be '' above 2000 
miles from the Mississippi.** 

t In Carey and Lea, the river is said to descend only 302 feet la 
the distance of 18 miles. This is but a specimen of the discre- 
pancies which occur between our best authorities; and Warden’s 
statements are, on many paints, at variance with the best maps. 

t James, vol. iii. p. 226. ** It derives its name from Its being 
broad and shoal." Warden confounds the name with the Spanish 
hi jifafti (silver), and assigns to ^ river a course of 3000 miles. 
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The Missouri is itself navigable for large boats as 
high as the falls, a distance of 2675 miles ; but the 
obstructions to its navigation are numerous and for- 
midable. Its diaracter throughout its course, is vrild 
and turbulent ; its channel is rendered extremely 
intricate by sand-bars and islands ; and the velocity 
of its current in some parts increases the danger. In 
many places, the banks, which are of a loose texture, 
have been known to give way in such large masses as 
to change the direction of its course. From the 1st 
of February to the middle of March, the navigation is 
impeded by floating masses of ice ; and these have been 
sometimes encountered at a much later season. The 
waters begin to swell about the middle of February or 
early in March ; and they continue to increase till 
the 10th of June.* They maintain their height till 
the middle or dose of July, when the summer freshet 
yielded by the most northerly of its tribotaries, takes 
place. During this period, there is a sufficient depth 
of water to admit boats of almost any burthen ; but, 
during the remainder of the year, it can hardly be 
called navigable, except for boats drawing not more 
than 26 or 30 inches. The average rate of the cur- 
rent, in a middling stage of the waters, may be esti- 
mated at four miles and one-third an hour. In the 
time of a high freshet, its accelerated velocity is equal 
to five miles or five and a half an hour. At the 
Junction with the Mississippi, its breadth, whidi is 
very unequal, is above a mile. It enters that river at 

* The rise and fall an, however, irregular, depending on the 
dinolutionof the mow in the mountains. On the 6th of February 
1804, the waters rose two feet and a half In twenty-four hours. On 
the 7th, they fell .eight inches in the same space of time ; on the 
9tb, TOM two feet; on the 12th, sunk two todies; and then contt- 
uiiedtotiie«-Waxdeii, ybUL f.81. 
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nearly right angles, 18 miles below the mouth of the 
Illinois ; and produces an immediate change in the 
character of its waters. The total length of its course 
to this junction has been estimated at 3096 miles.* 
The united streams of the Missouri and Mississippi 
are joined, in latitude 37^* by the Ohio, bearing with 
it the tribute of fifteen large navigable rivers, which 
it collects in a course of 1188 miles. About 400 miles 
lower down, in latitude 34% the Mississippi receives, 
on the right bank, the Arkansas, another large tribu- 
tary, which has its source in the Rocky Mountains, 
not far from those of the Platte and the Rio Bravo, 
and has a very irregular course, estimated at above 
2000 miles. On the same bank, just below tlie pa- 
rallel of 31% and 243 miles above New Orleans, the 
Red River discharges itself into the Mississippi, flow- 
ing from the mountains of Mexico to the north of 
Santa F6. This is the last of the considerable streams 
that join the main channel. Below the mouth of this 
river, the Mississippi divides into various arms, or 
lateral outlets, called bayous. The three principid of 
these, called the Atchafayala, the La Fourdie, and 
the Ibberville, embrace an extensive delta, composed 
of soft, swampy earth, rising very little above tide- 
water.f The actual embouchure of the river parts 

• Warden, voL 1. pp. 87— James, vol. ill. p. SiSO. Malte 
Brun, v<d« v. p. 156. Carey and Lea's Atlas. Acoording to the 
latter work. ** the whole length from the highest navigable point 
of Jeflfenon's River to the confluence with the Mississippi, is, by 
comparative course, about 2560 miles, and. to the Gulf Mexico, 
nearly asUO.” But the navigation of the river to the falls, is esti- 
mated at 8575 miles; and to the Junction of its head-streams. 8858 
miles. The course of the Jeflbrson is Included in the total estl- 
matew 

t In Louisiana, the surfisoe of the stream is more derated than 
the adjoining lands. Its Immense vedume of watsis Is ccMflnedSPd 
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into three hranches, each of which has a bar at its 
entrance : the deepest, which is the eastern, called the 
Balise, has only 17 feet water. Within the bar, the 
depth of the river, for 200 or 300 miles, is from 50 to 
100 feet, and its average breadth below the mouth of 
the Missouri, is two-thirds of a mile. The tide 
extends to New Orleans, 105 miles from the sea, 
where the rise is commonly from 12 to 15 inches. 
Vessels of 300 tons ascend as high as Natchez, more 
than 400 miles from the sea; but their progress 
against the current is often so very slow, that the 
passage to New Orleans occupies from five to thirty 
days, while the same distance may be descended 
in twelve or fourteen hours. The steam-vessels, how- 
ever, stem the current at the rate of four miles an 
hour ; and the voyage upwards from New Orleans to 
the Falls of Ohio, which often occupied sailing vessels 
three months, may now be accomplished by steam- 
boats in fifteen or eighteen days.* The Mississippi 
rises, during the inundations at New Orleans, (where 
its breadth is rather less than 1500 feet,) about 13 
feet ; at Baton Rouge, 25 feet; at Fort Adams, and as 
far up as the Ohio, 45 feet. It is usually at its lowest 
stage about the middle of August. The total length of 

supported by dikes of soft earth, rising a few feet above the usual 
height of the inundation. These banks of the river, which decline 
gradually Into the awampy plalna behind, axe fkom a quarter to 
half a mile in breadth, and form the rlcheat and best soil in the 
country. The same has been observed of the hanks of the Nile 
and the Ganges.— ^ee Mod. Thav., India, vol. L p. S6; Egypt, 
vol. i. p. 42. 

* "ThecurrentvWhen the water is low, will float a boat ftom 45 
to 61) miles In 24 hours; in a middle state, ftom 60 to 70 miles; 
and in the time of Inundation, from 00 to iOO mUes in the same 
period. It is impracticable for boats to stem the cunent above 
Natchea by meana of aalls 0 Bly.”--Carey and Lea. The Jtaam- 
boats, however, make about 60 mllei a-day» 
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the Mississippi with the Missouri, (that is to say, from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the source of Jefferson’s River 
in the Rocky Mountains,) including its windings, has 
been estimated by I^ewls and Clarke at about 4443 
miles. By Humboldt, it is computed (from the maps, 
adding one-third for the sinuosities) at 315 leagues 
of 20 to a degree ; which is only 165 less than the 
Amazons. Malte Bruu calculates it at 980 leagues of 
25 to a degree. If the length of the Missouri itself 
be accurately estimated at 3096 miles, and the distance 
of its mouth from the sea at 1364 miles, this will give 
a total length of 3460 miles. No absolute dependence 
is to be placed, perhaps, upon the accuracy of any of 
these computations; but their general result suffi- 
ciently establishes the claim of ^s mighty stream ta 
rank as the second largest river of the globe.* 

In the vast district which has been denominated the 

• Warden# vol. i. pp. James, voL Hi. p. 259, Malte 

Brun, vol. v. pp. 4, 150. Carey and Lea, Nos. G, 53. Humboldt'a 
refMinal Narrative, vol. v. p. 733. The following la given hy the 
learned Author last named, as a Goro]Atative table of the prin- 
cipal riven of the New World, caiculated from the most recent 
maps, and adding a third for the windings. 


tOteadegfce^ 

TheAmaaons.. 900 leagues. 

The Mlssiasippi and Missouri ...... 816 leagues. 

The Mississippi alone 660 leagues 

The La Plata and Paraguay 630 leagues. 

The Orinoco dSOleaguea. 


To the Indus, he assigns a course of 610 leagues; and to the 
Ganges, 426 leagues. In the junction of the MissisBippi with the 
Missouri,— the one a clear stream, the other muddy and turbulent,— 
the one preserving the same general direction from its source to 
its mouth,' the other Joining It laterally after a longer onune, and 
communicating its own diaracter to the main 8tream,<pF>we have 
nearly a repetition of what occurs in the confluence of the White 
and Blue riven which form the Nile, In that of the Esmeralda and. 
the Orinoco, and in thfit of th^ Ucayale and the Amasons. 
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Valley of the Mississippi, embracing more than 20 
degrees of latitude and about 30 of longitude, there is, 
of course, notwithstanding the comparatively incon« 
siderable difference of elevation, a great diversity of 
climate. The inclined plane constituting the western 
aide of the valley, or, in other words, the great slope 
down which the Red, Canadian, Konzas, and Platte 
rivers have their courses, is believed to have a greater 
inclination than any other side. The immediate 
valley of the Illinois is consequently to be viewed as 
the lowest part of the great valley, above the mouth of 
that river or the parallel of 32°.'** Mr. Flint divides 
the Valley of the Mississippi, in respect to temperature, 
into four climates. The first, commencing at the 
sources of the river, ^nd terminating at the Prairie 
du Chien, corresponds to the climate of the region 
between Montreal and Boston. In this climate, the 
Irish potato attains its perfection, and wheat and the 
cultivated grasses succeed well ; the apple and the 
pear require a southern aspect ; the peach, still greater 
care ; and during five months in the year, the cattle 
occasionally require shelter. The second climate is 
that of Illinois and Missouri, the region between the 
parallels of 4P and 37S which wheat, the apple, 
the pear, the peach-tree, the persimon, and the papaw 
flourish to perfection ; it is less favourable to the cul- 
tivated gramina ; cattle, though often needing shelter, 
are seldom housed in winter. The third climate 
extends from the parallel of 37” to 31”. In this region, 
the apple degenerates below 35’’ ; cotton is raised for 
home consumption between that parallel and 33°, 
and, below the latter degree, is the staple article of 
cultivation \ the fig-tree ripens its fruit in this climate. 

• Junes, voL iii. p. 264. 
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From latitude 31^ to the Ghilf of Mexico, i« the 
fourth climate, that of the sugar-cane and the sweet 
orange, in which the olive also would probably thrive ; 
the streams are never frozen ; the forests are in blos- 
som early in March ; and there is a thunder-storm 
almost every night.* 

It has already been seen, that the Mississippi, the 
St. Lawrence, (considering the waters of Lake Superior 
as its true source,) and the south-eastern branch of the 
Nelson or Saskatchiwine, three of the greatest rivers 
of North America, flowing in opposite directions, 
have their sources under nearly the same parallel, 
and within an inconsiderable distance from each other 
in the same vast plain. The sources of the Missouri 
and those of the Colombia not less singularly approxi- 
mate. A narrow ridge forms the dividing line be- 
tween the waters of the Atlantic and the Pacific 
oceans ; and the northern fork of one branch of the 
Colombia has its source on the western declivity of the 
same low mountain from the eastern foot of which 
issues the remotest water of the Missouri, f This is in* 
about latitude 43" SO', longitude 112". The southern 
fork of this branch, (called Lewis’s River, from its dis- 
coverer,) has its sources in the same ridge, in latitude 
40", longitude 106°, not far from those of the Paduuca 
fork of the Platte River, flowing to the Missouri; 
those of the Rio Bravo or Del Norte, which has a 
southerly course through New Mexico, and ultimately 
flows into the Mexican Gulf; and those of the Colorado, 
which falls into the Gulf of California. The branch 
of the Colombia, called Clarke’s River, has its sources 

* Flint's Oeofcraphy of the Western States.— North American 
Review, No. Izii. p. 84. 

i See Lewis and Ciarke, vol. ii. pp* 81, 18B. 
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in about lat. 45^ 20', long. 112°. Further io the 
north, the Tacoutche Tam or great northern branch 
of the Colombia, which may lie regarded, perhaps, as 
the main branch, has its source very nearly opposite 
to the highest or southernmost source of the Uiijigah 
or Peace River, which is in latitude 54° 24' N., longi- 
tude 121° W.* And those of the true Saskatchiwine 
are situated in a ridge proceeding from the Rocky 
mountains, intermediate between the two great 
branches of the Colombia. Thus, says Mackenzie, 
in these same snow-dad mountains rise the Missis- 
sippi, if we admit the Missouri to be its source, which 
Rows into the Gulf of Mexico ; the River Nelson, 
which is lost in Hudson’s Bay ; Mackenzie’s River, 
that discharges itself into the North Sea; and the 
Colombia, emptying itself into the Padfic Ocean. It 
is, indeed, the extension of these mountains so far 
south on the sea coast, that prevents the Colombia 
from finding a more direct course to the sea, as it runs 
obliquely with the coast upwards of eight degrees of 
latitude before it mingles with the ocean.” f The 
mouth of the Colombia is in latitude 46° 16'. 

The following table will exhibit a general view of 
the course of the principal rivers referred to in the 
preceding description. 

I. BASiir OF THE Gulf of Mexico. 

Source. Len^, Mouth, 

miles. 


• Mackenzie* p. 216. 

t Mackenzie, pp. 462, 217* The low ridge is not above 817 paces 
in length, which divides the waters of the Peace River and . the 
Colombia. 



( Gulf of Mexico, 
in latitude 29P 
y N. 
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TheMittourl 

The Missouri, 
and Lower Mis- 
sissippi • 

The Platte 


Ssurce* Length, Moufft, 

f Rocky Moon-'i (Joins the Missis- 

tains in 44° N.V300Umi]es.^slppiin38°65'N. 


110° W.« 


l00O57'W. 


431G miles. Gulf of Mexico. 


r RockyMountains ) 
• • • • < ■ 

1 in 40° N. 


1 .. fThe Missouri, 

, 800nine..{i„4ioN. 

The Ohio { ] 1188 mne.. ! 

i tains in 42* N. ) i (leftb.) in37°N. 

ThAArifanuia I RockyMountain8\ „ (Ibid (right b.) 

The Arkansss } 1300miles.|,„ 3^0 n. 

The Red River. Ib. in 33° N. lOOOmilcs. Ib. (ib.) Si" N. 
n^u ni IS r RockyMountains^ f Gulf of Mexico, 

« , In 40° aO' N. 107° >lC30iplleB.-{ in25°5y N. 97° 

or Del Norte. ^45' W. J W. 

The Mobile, or j Georgia, in35»N. I goOmUcs.! ®“*^°^^®***^* 
Alabama. l84»W»'W. 1 - 


J 


''I in Mobile Bay. 


II. Babin of thk Atlantic. 


ThcSLLawrence. Lake Ontario.1 
^ Rocky Mount. 

The Nelson, or 
.Saskatchiwine. i 


r Atlantic Ocean, 
. 700 miles J in 49° N. 

164° ly W. 

(1)52°50'N. 1I6°| 

20 W. * - 

W 

i(y ^ 

(AUaiitlc Ocean, 


Hudson’s Bay. ! 


O' W. >3300mileB. 

51° N. 114° I 
O' W. J 

TheII>“»*« ”UN!,74S«'W. } ^ 


• *• The extreme navigable point of the Missouri,'’ as given by 
Captain Clarke, is 43° 30' 43^' N.— Lewis and Clarke, vol. ii. p. 1 18. 
If we take the junction of the Jeflbrson, Madison, and Gallatin, as 
the source, it wUl be in 45° 24f N., 106° Ob' W. ; but its length will 
then be reduced to 2858 miles, or, with the Lower Mississippi, 4078 
miles. 

t If we reckon the head-waters of Lake Superior as thesource of 
the St. Lawrence, then itt source wiU be in 46° 39' N., 92° KF W. ; 
and the total length of its coune through the chain of Lakes to the 
Ocean, about ISSS'inlles. '* 
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III. Basin or thb Arctic Ocban. 

Soitrce, Jjfngth, MQuth, 

The MackeDsle« ( Rocky Mount, in loaruimiiM / Arctic Sea* In 
or Ui^igah. \ 640 24' N. I210W. i * I C90N.185015n¥. 

IV. Basin of the Pacific Ocean. 

{ Rocky Mount. % 

(1) in 640 24' N. I 

12|o W. I I North Pacific, 

(8) — 450 20' N.>»fiOmilc8.< ln46«10'N. 122® 
1120 W. . 

(3) - 400 N. I 
1060 W- ^ 

t Rocky Mount, in v r Gulf of Califor* 

400 1.V N. 108oli000injle8.-}nia,in32O32'N. 
30'W. ) Ii)40 25'W. 

The Other chief rivers of the'United States, will fall 
under our notice iii^the topographical description of 
the country. They may here be dismissed with a brief 
enumeration. The Mexican Ghilf receives, besides 
those above mentioned, the Apalachicola, formed by 
the union of the Ghatapouchy and Flint Rivers : the 
former, during the latter part of its course, separates 
Georgia from Alabama. The principal rivers which 
have their sources on the eastern side of the Alle- 
ghanies, are, (proceeding from the south,) the Savan- 
nah, which divides Georgia from South Carolina, and 
falls into the Atlantic in latitude 32° N. ; the James, 
the Potomac, and the Susquehanna, which all fall 
into Chesapeake Bay ; the Delaware, which separates 
the State of New York from Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, and falls into Delaware Bay; the Hudson, 
aliove mentioned, which falls into New York Bay; 
and the Connecticut, which falls into Long Island 
Sound. The small river St. Croix claims our notice 
also, as separating the territory of the United States 
from New Brunswick. 
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It has been estimated, that thirteen-sixteenths of 
the country east of the Mississippi, (excluding Florida,) 
are covered with a strong, fertile soil, adapted to re- 
pay, with a moderate degree of cultivation, the labours 
of the husbandman. Of the remaining three-six- 
teenths, about 57 , 000,000 acres are covered with 
water; about 40,000,000 acres consist of a mountainous 
country almost universally covered with forest, but, 
from the nature of its surface, unsusceptible of culture ; 
and about 29,000,000 are either sandy, or covered with 
too poor a soil to offer any encouragement to cultivation. 
Of 520,000,000 acres capable of culture, only 41,000,000 
were under actual improvement in 1811 ; but they 
must now amount to at least 60,000,000, or about 
one-twelfth of the whole surface^E. of the Mississippi, 
including Florida. In 1813, there were 148,876,000 
acres of land, of which the Indian title had not been 
extinguished, on the eastern side of the Mississippi, 
situated chiefly in Ohio, Michigan, the North-west 
territory, Indiana, Illinois, and Mississippi, and 
56,225,000 acres of national domain unappropriated, 
of which the Indian title had been extinguished.* We 
transcribe from M. Malte Bnm the following summary 
view of the physical aspect of the country. 

From the shores of the Atlantic to the Mississippi, 
the United States present an immense natural forest, 
interspersed, however, with open and naked plains, 
called prairies, which are numerous on the western 
side of the Alleghaiiies, but very rare on the eastern 
side. In the country west of the Mississippi, wood 
is comparatively scarce ; and in the arid and desert 
plains, occupying a breadth of three or four hundred 
miles to the east of the Rocky Mountains, only a few 

• Waidsi^ vol. iU. db 96| Malte BniPi vol ?• p. ]66« 
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trees are seen on the banks of the rivers. In ihe in- 
habited part of the United States, the lands cleared 
and cultivated, probably, do not exceed one-tenth part 
of the surface. There is a diversity in the American 
woods, according to the dimate, soil, and situation of 
the different districts ; and some naturalists have dis- 
tinguished the vegetation of the United States into 
five regions. 1. The region of the North-east, bounded 
by the Alohawk and Connecticut rivers, where firs, 
pines, and the other evergreens of Canada prevail. 

2. The region of the Alleghanies, where the red and 
black oak, the beech, the balsam poplar, the black and 
red birch often overshadow the plants and shrubs of 
Canada, at least as far as North Carolina. The valleys 
among these mountains are remarkably fertile in com. 

3. The upland country, extending from the foot of 
the mountains to the falls of the rivers. Here, the 
prevailing trees are the red maple, the red and black 
ash, the walnut, the sycamore, the acacia, and the 
chestnut. To the south, the magnolia, the laurel, and 
the orange are interspened through the forest. To. 
baoco, with the indigo and cotton plants, succeed as 
far north as the Susquehanna ; beyond which pastures 
prevail. 4. The region of maritime pines, which ex- 
tends along the Atlantic coast from the sea to the first 
elevations : the long-leafed pine, the yellow pine, and 
the red cedar occupy the dry grounds, and the acacia- 
leafed cypress, the low and moist soils, as far as the 
Roanoke, or even the Chesapeake. Further tf> the 
north we find the white pine, the black and Canadian 
fir, and the thuya occidentalu. The rice-grounds com- 
mence where the tide-water becomes fresh, and ter- 
minate where it ceases to be felt. 6. The western 
region, which, no doubt, admits of subdivision, but, 
in whidi, genenlljr (peaking, the forest trees are, Uie 
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white oak, the black and scaly walnut, the walnut 
hicory, the cherry, the tulip-tree, the white and gray 
ash, the sugar-maple, the white elm, the linden, 
and the western plane, which all grow to a great siae 
upon the Atlantic coast. 

But the varying elevation of the ground, neces- 
sarily blends the characters of these different regions. 
Looking, therefore, at the forests of the United States 
as a whole, the most universally diffused trees are, 
the willow-leafed oak, which grows in the marshes s 
the chestnut oak, which, in the Southern States, rises 
to a prodigious size, and which is as much esteemed 
for its farinaceous nuts as for its wood ; the white, 
red, and black oak. The two species of walnut also, 
the white and the black, (the laCter valued for its oil,) 
the chestnut, and the elm of Europe, abound almost as 
much as the oak in the United States. The tulip-tree 
and the sassafras, more sensible to cold than these others, 
are stunted shrubs at the confines of Canada,— assume 
the character of trees in the Middle States ; but, upon 
the hot banks of the Alatamaha, they develop their 
full growth, and display all their beauty and grandeur. 
The sugar-maple, on the other hand, is not seen in 
the Southern States, except upon the northern slopes 
of the mountains, while, in the colder climates of New 
England, it reaches its full natural dimensions. The 
amber-tree, which yields an odorous gum, the iron- 
wood (carpinus o«^rya), the American elm, the black 
poplar, and the taccamahaca^ are found growing in 
every place where the soil suits them, without shewing 
any great preference for one climate more than 
another. The light and sandy soils are covered with 
this useful tribe of pines, with the common fir, the 
beautiful hemlock fir, the black, and the white pine. 
We may also class with this family of trees, the 
FART I. E 
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mrbar vCte, the juniper of Virginia, and tlie Amencan 
led cedar. Among the iihrubs generally difFueed in 
the United States, we may reckon the chionanthus; 
the red maple, the sumach, the red mulberry, the 
thorn-apple, Ao. 

The United States, generally speaking, do not 
present the beautiful verdure of Europe ; but, among 
she larger herbs which cover the soil, the curiosity of 
botanists has distinguished the ooUinsoniay w^ch 
affords the Indians a remedy for the bite of the rattle- 
snake ; several species of phha $ the golden lily ; the 
biennial aw^hera^ with several species of star-ik>wer, 
of monarda^ and of rudbeekia. It is in Virginia, and in 
the southern and south-western States, that the 
American Flora displays its wonders, and the savannas 
wear their perpetual verdure. It is there that the 
magnificence of the primitive forests, and the exube- 
rant vegetation of the marshes, captivate the senses 
by the charms of form, of colour, and of perfume. 
Jf we pass along the shores of Carolina, Oeoigia, and 
Florida, groves in uninterrupted succession seem to 
float upon the waters. By the side of the pine is seen 
the paieHivierf (the only shrub which thrives in salt- 
water,) the magnificent lobelia eardinalis^ and the 
odoriferous pancrtiiium of Carolina, with its snow- 
white flowers. The lands to which the tide readies, 
are distinguished from the lands whidi remain dry, 
by the moving and compressed stalks of the arundo 
pipanteaf by the light foliage of the npssa aguaticag 
by the iaeeamahaca ; and by the white cedar, which, 
perhaps, of all the trees of America, presents the most 
singular aspect. Its trunk, where it issues from the 
ground, is composed of four or five enormous bearers^ 
which, uniting at the height of seven or eight feeti 
form a sort of open vault, from the summit of which 





ds 

rises a single straight stem of eighteen or twenty fees 
in height, without a branch, hut terminating in a flat 
canopy, shaped like a parasol, garnished with leaves 
curiously figured, and of the most d^cate green* 
The crane and the eagle fix their nests on this aerial 
platform ; and the paroquets, while leaping about, are 
attracted to it by the oily seeds iudosed in the cones 
suspended from the branches. In the natural laby<« 
rinths which occur in these marshy forests, the tra* 
veller sometimes discovers small lakes and open lawns, 
which would present most seductive retreats, if the 
unhealthy exhalations of autumn permitted him to 
inhabit them. Here, he walks under a vaulted roof 
of smiltue and wild vines, among creeping fianas, 
which invest his feet with theiv flowers ; but the soil 
trembles' under him, clouds of annoying insects hover 
around, monstrous bats overshadow him with their 
hideous wings, the rattle-snake musters his scaly 
terrors, while the wolf, the carcajou, and the tiger« 
cat fill the air with their savage and discordant cries* 
The name of savannas is given to those vast 
prairies of the western region, wliich disjday a bound- 
less ocean of verdure, and deceive the sight by seeming 
to rise towards the sky, and of which the only inha« 
bitants are immense herds - of bisons or bnffaloes. 
The name is also given to those plains which skirt 
the rivers, and are generally inundated in the rainy 
season. The trees which grow there, are of the 
aquatic species. The magnoiia pkmcay the American 
olive, the GorJonui argentea^ with its Porous flowers^ 
are seen here, imlated or in groupes, open above, 
while the general surface of the savanna exhibits a 
long and succulent herbage, mixed with plants and 
shrubs. The wax-myrtle appears conspiGUOus among 
many species of gsraiio, of Kalmia^ md 
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rhododendron ; here widdy scattered, there collected 
into tufts; sometimes interlaced with the purple 
Bussian flower; sometimes with the capricious elu 
iarea^ which decorates the alcoves with rich and 
Tariegated festoons. The margins of the pools and 
the low and moist spots are adorned with the brilliant 
aaure flowers of the iaeia^ the golden petals of the 
canna iuiea^ and the tufted roses of the hydrangea g 
while an infinite variety of species of the pleasing 
phiojp^ the retiring and sensitive dioneoj and the flame- 
coloured amaryliie atamascoy in those places where 
the tide reaches the impenetrable ranks of the royal 
palms, form a fanciful girdle to the woods, and mark 
the doubtful limits where the savanna rises into the 
forest. • 

** The calcareous districts, whidi form the great 
portion of the region west of the Alleghanies, present 
certain tracts entirely divested of trees, which are 
called Barrens, though capable of being rendered pro* 
ductive. The cause of this peculiarity has not been 
accurately examined. Those parts of this region 
which are elevated 300 or 400 feet, and lie along 
deeply depressed beds of rivers, are clothed with the 
ridiest forests in the world. The Ohio flows under 
the shade of the plane and the tulip-tree, like a canal 
dug in a nobleman*8 park ; while the /ianas^ extend- 
ing from tree to tree, form graceful arches of flowers 
and foliage over branches of the river. Passing to the 
south, the wild orange-tree mixes with the odoriferous 
and the common laurel. The- straight, silvery column 
of the papaw fig, which rises to the height of twenty- 
feet, and is crowned with a canopy of large, indented 
leaves, forms one of the most striking ornaments of 
this enchanting scene. Above all these, towers the 
majestic magi^olia, which shoots up from that calca* 
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reoos soil to the height of more than 100 feet. IM 
trunk, perfectly straight, is surmounted with a thidc 
and expanded head, the pale green foliage of which 
affects a conical figure. From the centre of the 
flowery crown which terminates its branches, a flower 
of the purest white rises, having the form of a rosey 
and to which succeeds a crimson cone. This, in open-* 
ing, exhibits rounded seed of the finest coral red, sus-« 
pended by delicate threads six indies long. Thus, by 
its flowers, its fruits, and its gigantic size, the 
magnolia surpasses all its rivals of the forest.*’ * 

The dimate of the United States has been divided 
by Volney into four regions ; that of New England, 
extending southward to the diain of hills whidi gives 
rise to the Delaware and Sus^behanna ; the middle 
climate, extending to the Fotowmac $ the hot dimate 
of the flat maritime country of the southern states i 
and the climate of the region west of the Alleghanies. 
Other varieties, however, present themselves in the 
great Mississippi valley | and eadi of these ^rill come 
more properly under consideration in describing the 
several regions. Since the period of the first Euro« 
pean establishments in the United States, the dimate 
is supposed to have undeigone some remarkable 
diangestt Its most distinguishing peculiarity is its 
great inconstancy, together with the sudden and ex- 
treme variations, of whicbj it is said, even the Indians 
complain. The ruddy complexion prevails in New 
England and the interior of Pennsylvania ; but, from 
New York to Florida, the pallid or sallow counts* 
nances of the inhabitants remind a stranger of the 
complexion of the Creoles in the West India Uands. 
The summer season in this r^on is very unhealthy- 

Malts Brim, voL v. pp. 160—165. f WsrdeOi vOL L p. 161. 

K 3 
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. IIMini temperature of the year, accordixig to 
'Bitmboldt, is 9° (Fahrenheit) lower at Philadelphia, 

f llian iu the corresponding latitudes on the coasts of 
Hurope. The vine thrives as far north as PennsyU 
* Tania ; but wines are made as yet to a very limited 
distent.* Pennsylvania is noted for its superior breeds 
• of horses and horned cattle. Flocks of the merino 
breed (pure or mixed) are spread over the northern, 
middle, and western States. 

No mines of gold or silver of any importance have 
hitherto been discovered in the territory of the United 
States ; but the useful metals are, in general, abun- 
dantly distributed. Some of the iron ores are found 
in almost every State, and mines of this metal are 
worked in New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, and North Carolina. liCad is obtained from 
Missouri, where forty or fifty mines have been opened. 
Copper is said to exist in the North-west territory in 
great abundance ; but it has hitherto been imported 
from Mexico and other foreign countries. Coal is 
found in New England, New York, and Pennsylvania ; 
and one of the largest coal formations in the world, 
extends, with some interruption, from the western 
foot of the Alleghanies, across the Mississippi.f 

The American Confederacy originally consisted of 
thirteen States, namely, Virginia, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, 
New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, j: Ver- 

* The Tine has been sucoenlvely cultivated In Indiana, 
t Malte Brun, vol. v. pp. 159, 167. 

♦ When the new Goverament was flnt oiganlsed, oaly eleven 
Stateshad ntlfled the Constitutknj hut North Carolina aod.Rhode 



mont wag, ghortly after the ratification of iha CtMm 
stitution, admitted to the Union ; and the district gf 
Kentucky, which had formed part of Virginia, wl&^ 
recognized, in the succeeding year, as a distinct State. 
In 1791, when the first census of the inhabitants of 
the United States was completed, the population dP 
these fifteen Stdtes amounted to nearly four millions, 
of which the slaves formed not much less than a sixth. 
By the formation of new States, the number is 
now increased to twenty-four, each ruled . by its own 
government ; besides which, there are iniplu^^d ™ 
dominions of the Republic, three territories in which 
civil governments are established without constitutions, 
and three other territories yet unoccupied by a civl. 
lized population. These States \nay be classed in four 
grand groiipes. The first embraces the six States east 
of the Hudson, or New England, which is the most 
thickly peopled and the most commercial section of 
the Union. The second comprises the Middle States, 
including New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware, and Maryland, in which the agricultural 
character is united with and qualified by the com- 
mercial. Thirdly, the Southern States, including 
Virginia and all the maritime country to the Mis- 
sissippi ; in these States, slaves are numerous, and 
the husbandmen, are generally planters. Fourthly, 
the Western States, in the basin of the Ohio, where 
there are few slaves, and the character of the popu- 
lation is almost purely agricultural, enjoying the best 
climate as well at the richest soil in the United 
States. The following Table exhibits the name, 
extent, and population of the several States, estimated 
to the Ist January, 1828. 

l^d. the two aiMMinUnfl States, adopted it; the Ibnner in Novem- 
ber 1789, the latter in.May 1790# Vennont acceded to it in 1791 
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TABLE I. 


I. New Enolanik 


Statw, 

jt/m in 
tq, niileg. 

Fupulation, 

By the 
sq, leagve* 

SkU)6B0 

1. Maine 

39,000 

345.490 

19t 

1 

S. New Hampthiro 

9,980 

968,065 

28} 


8. Vermont 

10,919 

970,890 

97 

^None. 

4. MABSacImsclts. . 

7,800 

557,003 

71* 

5. Rhode Island. . . 

1360 

86.540 

63 


6. Connecticut.... 

4.674 

984,477 

61 



653S6 

1319.395 

98 



11. M1DD1 .B States. 



1. New York 


1,611307 

33 

None. 

9. New Jersey. . . . 


996,499 

43 

3.778 

3. Pennsylvania... 


1,193,589 

97 

None. 

4. Delaware 


74,948 

36 

9300 

6. Maryland 


419379 

38} 

100,000 


109.718 

3.593,793 

33 

106378 


111. Southern States. 



1. Virginia 

.... 64,000 

1,138,410 

17} 

450,000 

9. Kentucky 


691,397 

171 

166,000 

3. Tennessee 

40,000 

610,176 

13* 110.000 

4. North Carolina . 

.... 43,800 

701,696 

16 935.000 

6. South Carolina . 

.... 30,080 

658333 

18* 988.000 

6 . Georgia 

68,900 

413,144 

6} 189300 

7. Alabama 

.... 50300 

954,041 

5 

93,308 

8. Missisuppi 


108,181 

9* 

59309 

9. T^niiiiftnM. 

.... 48,990 

919,074 

4.619389 

4* 110309 

11 1,694,914 


419.450 


IV. Western States. 



1 . Ohio 

.... 39,000 

826,905 

196.810 

91 Vmiff. 

9. Indiana 

.... 36,950 

6 * 

304 

3. Illinois 

59,000 

85,988 

1* 

If 

1,460 

90,800 

4. Missouri 

.... 6O3OO 

106300 


194.550 

1,915,903 

6* 

99364 
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V. Tebbitobibs. 


States. 

^na in 
sq. miles. 

Population, ^ 

Bytha 

[.league. 

Slam, 

1. District of Columbia.* 100 

39,137 

391 

6,806 

9. Michigan Territory. 

64,000 

11,806 

1 in 5 

None. 

3. Arkansas Territory. 

121,000 

31,987 

lin32 

2,587 

4. Florida.! 

» 45,000 

30,000 

1 in 1} 

5,000 


220,100 

112,930 


14^ 

I. New England 

65,326 

1312,325 

23 

None. 

II. Middle States 

109,718 

3,595.722 

33 

106.278 

III. Southern States. . . 

419,450 

4,612.282 

11 

1,694.914 

IV. Western States . . . 

194,550 

1,215,203 

6i 

22,564 

V. Territories 

220,100 

112,930 


14,393 




1,009,144 

11,348,462 

"IT 

1,838,149 


VI. Territories unoccupied 1 120*346 Indians. 

North-west Territory .... 144,000 1 :t^0,790 I ndiuns, 

Missouri 930,000 > or about 1 in 4 

Colnmbia 288,000 J square miles. 

2,371,144 11,819,593 1,838,149 


TABLE 11. 

COUFABATIVE ViBW OF THB POPULATION AT DiFFBBENT 
Periods. 



In 1790. 

In 1800. 

In 1820. 

New England States. 

1,009,522 

14233,011 

1,659,854 

Middle States 

1,337.454 

- 1,813,712 

3.179,944 

Southern States 

1,573,350 

2,207,940 

3,891,811 

Western States 

3,000 

50,455 

850.409 

Territories .. ..t..,. 


14,644 

56,208 


3,923,.3865 

5,319,762 

9,638,22611 


• This district, situated between Maryland and Viiglnia, and in- 
cluding the Federal capital, belongs to Governmtot. 

t The extent of Florida Is estimated by Malte Brun at a7.7«0 
square miles ; lu Carey and Lea's Atlas, at 60,000. The above re- 
duced estimate is according to the Table given by Captain Basil 
Hall. 

t See page 7> of this Yolume* 

§ In Uiia estimate# thepopulatioii of the new States# Alabamn# 
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The census of 1810 gave as the sum 

total of the population ; but we have not deemed it 
necessary to give the details. On comparing these 
different estimates, it appears, that, between 1790 
and 1820, the population of the United States 
steadily increased at the rate of about 3 per cent, per 
annum. The increase from 1790 to 1800, was 35 
per cent. ; from 1800 to 1810, 34.8 per cent.; from 
1810 to 1820, about 33 per cent.; eijv., 34 on the 
white population, 27 i on the free coloured, and 28 
on the slaves. Since 1820, however, the increase has 
been only at the rate of 17f per cent. ; etsr., 17 t% on 
the free population, and 19^ on the slaves. The 
increase in some of the older States, between 1790 and 
1810, was apparently inconsiderable ; in Rhode Island 
and Connecticut, only about 10 per cent. ; in Massa- 
chusetts and Maryland, nearly 20 per cent. ; while, in 
the State of New York, the increase was most extra- 
ordinary ; 72 per cent, for the hrst ten years of this 

Miaaivsippi, Loulaiana, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, and of the 
Territories, are of course not included. The different classes were 
as follows. 

Whites 8,168.100 

Free coloured 60,611 

Slaves 606,665 


I The different classes were, in 1880, thus distrlliutcd 


Whites 

• . 7*861,035 

Free colourad 

833,667 

Slaves 

- 1,638,118 

** All other persons except | 

4,616 

Indians not natunliie;!.'' 1 


0,<>38,886 


Tlie number of •* foreigners not naturalised ” in 1820, was 68.665t 
The annual mean of the number of emigrants arriving in tlM! 
United States in the years ILOQ— IfSOa was about lOiOUO. 
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pefiody and 02 per cent, for the last ten. This is ex- 
plained by the fact, that a great proportion of the popu- 
lation thus rapidly accumulated in New York, was dc« 
rived from New Kiigland ; and swarms from this same 
hive have contributed to raise the population of the 
new States. In Georgia, the increase between 1790 
and 1800, was 97 per cent. ; in Vermont, 80 per cent. ; 
in Tennessee and Kentucky, nearly 200 per cent. In 
the Western States, the rate of increase is not a subject 
for calculation, as they were, at the former period, a 
mere wilderness, and have been peopled by emigration. 
It will be seen, that the slaves, who, in 1790, formed 
nearly a sixth of the population, still bear about the same 
proportion, but are almost entirely confined to Mary* 
land and the States south of the Potowmac and the Ohio. 
In Louisiana and South Carolina, the slave population 
is rather more than one-half ; but, taking the slave 
States throughout, there are two whites to a black.* 
The free-coloured inhabitants, estimated in 1790, at 
somewhat less than 00,000, and in 1820, at 233,6579 
arc now supposed to amount to about 200,000 souls. 
Yet, notwithstanding the numerous manumissions, 
the slave population has increased faster than the 
free. The Indians, who are wholly passed over in the 
official tables, are now less numerous, to the east of 
the Mississippi, than the free negroes. And what is 
not less remarkable, in North America alone, we meet 

* Slaves have entirely disappeared, since the census of 1820, 
from the only parts of New England in which a few remained, as 
veil as hrom New York and Pennsylvania. Their numbers were, 
Rhode Island, 48 ; Connecticut, 07 ; Pennsylvania, 811 1 New York, 
10.088. Nine States, out of the twenty-four, have now no slaves. 
During the years 1804 to 1807, nearly 40,000 Africans were im- 
ported as slaves; but in the latter year, the trade was abolished, 
in 1810, nearly 200,000 had been emancipated, or been bom in a 
state of freedom. By an act of the legislatuxe of New York, cveiy 
remaining slave became ftee on the 4th of July, 1887. 



t2 NORtBt AMSRTCA. 

with none of those mixed castes which^ in Spanish 
and Portuguese America, form so large a proportion 
«>f the population. Of the Whites, the New. Eng- 
landers, Virginians, and Carolinians are almost purely 
of British origin. Next to the British, in point of 
numbers, are the Germans and Irish, who are very 
numerous in the Middle States, particularly in Penn, 
sylvania. Next to these are the Dutch, who are the 
most numerous in the State of New York ; but, ** from 
three-fifths to two-thirds ” of the inhabitants of that 
State hare emigrated from New England.* Nearly 
half the population of liouisiana is French. 

The history of the settlement of America, and of 
the Revolution from which the Union dates its in- 
dependence, would •far exceed our prescribed limits. 
We must confine ourselves to a very brief outline of 
the leading events, commencing with the discovery of 
the Continent in the fifteenth century. 

HISTORICAL MEMORANDA. 

The romantic story of the adventures of Columbus 
may be passed over as having little connexion with 
the northern section of the New World. The honour 
of first discovering the Continent must, without di- 
minishing the merit of the Genoese Navigator, be 
given to John Cabot, a Venetian by birth, but who 
resided many years at Bristol, and to his son Sebas- 
tian. Soon after the result of Columbus’s first 
voyage was known, Cabot was sent by the King of 
England (Henry VII.) on an expedition of discovery 
in the same direction. He sailed in the spring of 

* Dwight, vol. ill. p. 2SI2.' This xiroportimi, the learned Writer 

lepreienu to be oontinuslly Increetingi lo that •• New York It 
vltlinatdy to be icgaxded as a coiony from New EDglanA*" 
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14979 and steering directly west, arrived in June at 
a large island, which he called Prima . Fisto, but 
whidi has since become well known under the familiar 
name of Newfoundland. Here they landed, and 
brought away several of the productions of the country, 
and three of its inhabitants. It being their main 
object to discover a north-west passage to the Indies, 
tliey coasted the whole of the N.E. promontory of 
America between the parallels of 38^ and 57° ; then, 
returning, they cruised along the coast of East Florida ; 
and thence sailed to England, without having made 
any settlement. Upon the discoveries made in this 
voyage, however, the English founded their daim to 
the eastern portion of North America. 

It was in the year 1498, in his third voyage, that 
Columbus discovered the island of Trinidad and the 
coast of Faria and Cumana. In the following year, 
Alonso de Ojeda, who had accompanied Columbus in 
his second voyage, pursuing the same track, explored 
the coast as far as Cape de Vela. An account of 
this voyage was drawn \ip by Amerigo Vespucci, a 
Florentine, who had accompanied Ojeda ; and to the 
author of this first published description of the New 
World, was awarded the distinction due to its dis- 
coverer. The name of Amerigo,” says Robertson, 
has supplanted that of Columbus ; and mankind 
may regret an act of injustice which, having received 
the sanction of time, it is now too late to redress.*’ 
Such is the received story ; but it is not a little re- 
markable, that it should be wholly uncertain, at what 
time the name of America came to be first given to 
the New World.* Nor is it less singular, that, if the 
continent really derived its name from the impostor,** 

• Robertson's America, vol. i. note S3. 

PART 1. F 
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it should hot have been called Vespucda. Amerigo 
is moreover so very extraordinary a baptismal name, 
that the fact of its having been conferred upon the 
Florentine adventurer in infancy, requires attestation. 
Is it not more probable, that it was an assumed name, 
and that the vanity of a traveller,** by which he is 
supposed to have been actuated, led him to appropriate 
the name by which the South American peninsula 
had been previously designated ? It has been remarked, 
that America is a word very closely related, in ap- 
pearance, to an appellation found in some of the native 
dialects ; and it is at least possible, that it may have 
been applied to the country by those who had first any 
intercourse with the natives. 

However this may have been. North America was 
long known by no other names than Florida and New 
Spain, under which were comprised the whole of the 
Spanish possessions in that region. Early in the 
year 1513, Juan Ponce de Leon, having subjugated 
Porto Rico to the crown of Spain, sailed from that 
island in a northerly direction, and reached the con- 
tinent in latitude 30° 8^ Charmed with the verdant 
coast, he called it Florida ; but, being resisted in his 
attempts to effect a landing, he returned to Porto 
Rico, after exploring the channel now called the Gulf 
of Florida. The name of Florida became gradually 
restricted to a smaller space by the French settlements 
in Canada, and by the successive establishments of 
the British on the Atlantic coast ; but Louisiana 
was long known under the name of West Florida ; 
and the Spaniards comprised, under the general name, 
the whole territory extending along the northern 
shores of the Mexican Sea, from the Mississippi to 
the Atlantic. 

Passing over the varioos voyages undertaken by 
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adventiiTOUB 'navigaton to the American Bhores be- 
tween 1504 and 1540,* in the latter year the French 
made a first unsuccessful attempt to plant a colony in 
Canada. The first attempt to establish a settlement 
within the limits of the United States, had for its 
object, to secure an asylum from religious persecution. 
About the middle of the sixteenth century. Admiral 
Coligni, the head of the Protestants of France, was 
induced to project a settlement beyond the Atlantic, 
to which his brethren might retire from the persecu- 
tions of the Catholics. Fitting out two ships, he sent 
them out under the command of John Ribaut, who 
landed at a place supposed to be within the limits of 
South Carolina. Here he built a fort, which he gar- 
risoned with a part of his m^en, and returned to 
France. Soon after his departure, the men who were 
left, mutinied, killed their commander, and having 
built and equipped a vessel, put to sea. After being 
out for several weeks, they were reduced to the ex- 
tremity of famine, when they were taken up by an 
English vessel.f About two years afterwards, Coligni 
sent out a party to Florida, whose fate was still more 
disastrous. The Spanish monarch, who laid claim 
to the country, sent out, in 1564, a considerable force 
to dislodge them. The greatest barbarities were in- 

* Florida was visited in 1580, by Vasques } In 1523, by De Ver- 
Tssinl, a Florentine in the service of the King of France : in 1634, 
by De Geray, a Spaniard ; in 1628, by Pamphllo de Narvaes, who 
eventually perished by shipwreck ; and in 1539, by Fenlinand de 
Soto. In 1634, Janies Cartier, under the auspices of the French 
Government, sailed from St. Maloes for Newfoundland | whence he 
steered northward, and, on the festival of St. l.awrence, discovered 
the gulf and river on which he conferred the name of that saint. 
The next year, he sailed up the river as far as the rapids above 
Montreal, where he built a small fort. In which he wintered. 

t Having consumed all their provisions, it is said, they had 
actually proceeded to kill and eat one of their number, ^ 

F 2 
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flicted upon the unfortunate emi^ants, many o£ whom 
were hung on the trees, with an inscription purporting 
that they were destroyed, ‘ not as Frenchmen, but as 
heretics.’ An ample and appropriate revenge was 
taken, not long afterwards, by the French. Dominic 
de Gourgues, a Gascon of adventurous and determined 
Spirit, collected a party of his countrymen, and being 
joined by the Indians, attacked the fort in whidi the 
Spaniards were collected. Having carried it by storm,* 
he hung up the garrison on the same trees that sus- 
tiuned the mouldering bodies of his countrymen, in- 
scribing over them, that they were executed, * not as 
Spaniards, but as cut-throats and murderers.’ ” * 

‘‘ In 1583, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, having received 
from Queen £liaab(^th a grant of siicli ^ remote, 
heathen, and barliardhs lands ’ as he might discover 
and occupy, fitted out a squadron of five ships, and 
sailed for America. On arriving before St. John, in 
Newfoundland, he found thirty-six vessels fishing in 
the harbour. He landed and took possession of the 
country in the name of his sovereign. On his return 
to England, he suffered shipwreck and perished. In 
the next year. Sir M^alter Raleigh, having obtained a 
renewal of the patent granted to Sir Humphrey, who 
was his half-brother, despatched to America two ships 
commanded by Captains Armidon and Barlow. They 
first landed on an island in the inlet to Pamplico 
Sound, and thence proceeded to the Isle of Roanoke, 
at the mouth of Albemarle Sound in North Car<dina. 
At both places, they were treated with great respect 

* Carey and Lea, 8vo. p. 329. We know not on what authority 
this relation rests. Another party of tlie unfortunate Hugonots 
were inilucol to go out to Rio Janeiro, the dupes and victinis of 
an unpihicipled French adventurer.—^ Mon. Tbav.* BrasUf 
vol. i. p. 23i 
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by the natives. Having freighted ilieir ships with 
furs, sassafras, and cedars, they returned to England, 
where they published marvellous accounts of the 
beauty of the country, tlie fertility of the soil, the 
mildness of the climate, and the innocence of the 
natives. The Queen was so charmed with the de- 
scription, that, as a memorial that the country liad 
been discovered during the reign of a virgin queen, 
she called it Viboinia. 

The next year, Raleigh sent from England a fleet 
of seven vessels, commanded by Sir Richard Grenville 
(or Greenville), and carrying out upwards of one 
hundred persons, destined to begin a settlement. 
They were left under Ralph liane, on Roanoke 
Island. The success of the Spaniards in finding gold 
in South America, led these adventurers to employ 
their time in a fruitless search for it here. In 158G, 
they were visited by Sir Francis Drake, who, at their 
request, conveyed them back to England. Lano 
having carried home a quantity of tobacco, the Indian 
custom of smoking it was Copied by Raleigh, a 
man of gayety and fashion, and was thus introduced 
at court. 

“ Soon after Drake had departed, Grenville again 
arrived with provisions for the settlement. Finding 
it abandoned, he left fifteen men to keep possession of 
the country. In 1587) three other ships were sent 
to the same place ; but the men who had been left, 
could not be found, having probably been murdered 
by the savages. After remaining a few weeks on the 
coast, the ships returned to England, leaving 117 men 
on the islands. War then existing between England 
and Spain, two years elapsed before the coast was 
again visited. In that interval, the whole number 
l>eri9hed ; but in what manner, has never been ascer- 
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tained. Thus ended tlie exertions of Raleigh to plant 
a colony in America. 

These successive misfortunes withdrew for several 
years the attention of the English from these distant 
regions. In I 6 O 29 Bartholomew Gosnold made a 
voyage to America. Instead of taking the circuitous 
but usual route by the West India Islands, he steered 
directly west from England, and arrived, in May, on 
the coast of Massachusetts. Here he discovered a 
head-land, and taking a large quantity of cod fish near 
it, called it Gape God. Proceeding southwardly, he 
passed Gay Head, entered Buzzard’s Bay, and upon 
an island within it, erected a small fort, the ruins of 
which were visible so late as the year 17S>7- After 
trading a while with the Indians, he returned home. 

The report made by Gosnold, revived the spirit 
of adventure. In 1603 and 1605, two voyages were 
made in the same direction ; and Penobscot Bay, 
Massachusetts’ Bay, and the rivers between them 
were discovered. The accounts given by the last 
navigators, confirmed the report of Gosnold, and led to 
a more extensive scheme of colonization than had yet 
been attempted. Of this scheme, Mr. Richard Hak- 
luyt was the most active promoter. By his persua- 
sion, an association of gentlemen in different parts of 
the kingdom, was formed for the purpose of sending 
colonies to America. Upon their application to King 
James, he, by letters-patent, dated in 1606, divided 
the country of Virginia (then considered as extending 
from the southern boundary of North Garolina to the 
northern boundary of Maine) into two districts, and 
constituted two companies for planting colonies within 
them. The Southern district, he granted to Sir 
Thomas Gates and his associates, chiefly resident in 
London, and therefore styled the Londm Company* 
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The Nordiern district, he granted to Thomas Hanham 
and his associates, who were called the Plymouth Com. 
pany. The two districts were called South and North 
Virginia * The members of these Companies were prin« 
cipally merchants. Their objects were, the extension 
of commerce and the discovery of mines of the pre- 
dous metals, which were supposed to abound in North, 
as well as in South America. For the supreme go. 
vernment of the colonies, a grand council was insti- 
tuted, the members of which were to reside in Eng. 
land, and to be appointed by the King. The subordi. 
nate jurisdiction was committed to a council in eadi 
colony, the members of whidi were to be appointed by 
the grand council in England, and to be governed by 
its instructions. To the emigrants and their descend, 
ants were secured the enjoyment of all the rights of 
denizens or dtizens, in the same manner and to the 
same extent as if they had remained or been bom in 
England. 

Before the date, however, of these letters-patent, 
the King of France granted to the Sieur De Monts, 
all the territory from the 40th to the 46th degree of 
north latitude, or from New Jersey to Nova Scotia, 
then called Acadia. By virtue of this grant, a settle- 
ment was made in 1604, on the south-eastern side of 
the Bay of Fundy, and called Port Royal. In 1608, 
Samuel Champlain, the agent of De Alonts, laid the 
foundation of Quebec, the capital of Canada. From 
these possessions of the French, the colonies of New 
England and New York were, for more than a cen. 
tury, frequently and cruelly annoyed. 

The London Company, soon after its incorporation, 
in 1606, despatched to America three ships, having on 

• North America was at this tixne« asfar as explored, divided into 
three immenie tenitoiisi^ Canada, or New Fiancei Viigtada,:,anA 
Florida. 
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board 105 personii, destined to begin a settlement in 

South Virginia The place of their destination was 

the disastrous position at Roanoke. A storm fortu- 
nately drove them to the mouth of Chesapeake Bay, 
which they entered on the 26th of April, ]607> His- 
oovering a large and beautiful river, tliey gave it the 
name of James River, (in honour of King James,) and 
ascending it, had, on its banks, several interviews 
with the natives, by whom, on making signs of peace, 
they were received as friends. On the 1 3th of Afay, 
they debarked at a place which they called James 
Town.” ♦ 

This was the first town founded by the English in 
North America, and their first permanent settlement. 
The colony, however, through gross mismanagement, 
was soon brought to the verge of ruin by famine, 
hardships, and disease. To the great exertions and 
talents of Captain John Smith, who makes the most 
distinguished figure in the early history of this country, 
the colony was indebted for its preservation. By his 
resolute and persevering spirit, he prevailed on the 
adventurers not to abandon the settlement, while his 
activity and courage proaired them the means of sub- 
sistence. -f- In 1609, a fresh party of settlers arrived. 

• Hale's History, pp. 9^16. 

t An incident which occurred during this period, has lent to his 
history the attraction of romance. While on an exploring party in 
seareh of provisions, near the source of the Chickahomlny, he waa 
surprised and taken prisoner by a party of Indians, whose king. 
Powhatan, amdemned him, after a detention of six weeks, to be 
init to death. He was led forth to execution ; his head was placed 
upon a stone, and an ludLin stood near with a dub, the instrument 
of death. At this instant. Pocahontas, the favourite daughter of 
Powhatan, rushed forward between the captive and the exe- 
cutioner, and resting her head upon that of the intended victim, 
Intrcatcd his life. Powhatan relented i he directed Smith to be 
conducted to Ills wigwam, and soon afterwards sent him back, 
Gsoor^d by twelve guides, to James Town. Pocahontas suhss- 
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But such was the distress of the colony in 1610, that, 
ill six months, the numbers were reduced from 500 
to GO persons; and the aurvivors had actually em- 
barked on their return to England, when Lord Dela- 
ware, who had been appointed governor of Virginia 
under a new charter, arrived with a supply of pro- 
visions and 150 new settlers. Under the able admi- 
nistration of this nobleman and his successor, the 
affairs of the infant settlement were brought into a 
more promising condition. In IGIO, the first legis- 
lative assembly was convened by Governor Yeardley, 
composed of delegates from all the boroughs, then 
amounting to seven. About this period, upwards of 
1200 additional emigrants arrived, among whom were 
150 young women, who were sold to the planters as 
wives, at 150 lbs. of tobacco each.* Another measure, of 
a different character, was adopted shortly afterwards. 
The Company were ordered by the King to transport to 
Virginia a hundred idle and dissolute persons, then in 
custody for their offences. They were distributed 
through the*^ colony, and employed as labourers. A 
Dutch vessel alM brought into James River twenty 
Africans, who were immediately purchased as slaves. 

This was the commencement, in the Anglo-American 
colonies, of a traffic abhorrent to humanity, disgrace- 

quently became the wife of Mr. Rolfe. a respectable young planter* 
who brought her to England* where she was presented at Court. 
She died when about to return to America* leaving one aon* ftom 
whom are descended some of the moat reapectable families in Vlr*. 
ginia.— Hale* pp. 17—22. Captain Smith* whom Mr. JefTeraon 
stylca, ** next to Raleigh the firander of the colony*” wrote ita his- 
tory, ftotn the flrat adventures to the year 1G24| and hia work* 
written in a barbarous and uncouth style* is almost the only source 
of Information relative to that period. 

* Tobacco was then selling at Ss. the pound. The price was at 
first 1001b. oftbbacco* or about 15f. s but was then raised. 
r 5 
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fill to civilisation, and fixing the foulest stain upoii 
the character of the age and nation.*' 

The colony was now in the full tide of prosperity. 
Its numbers had greatly increased, and its settlements 
were widely extended. But in 1622, it was doomed 
to experience a reverse of fortune as terrible as it was 
sudden and unexpected. The settlers were treach« 
erously surprised by a party of Indians, with whom 
they were at peace, and 347 men, women, and children 
fell victims to their savage ferocity. The massacre 
would have been more extensive, had not a domestic 
Indian, residing in one of the villages, revealed the 
plot to his master, whom he had been solicited to 
murder. Information was instantly given to some of 
the nearest settlements, just in time to save them 
from the common destruction. A vindictive and ex- 
terminating war succeeded, in which the Whites were 
victorious ; and in a short time, most of the neigh- 
bouring tribes were either exterminated or compelled 
to retire far into the wilderness. But their own num- 
bers melted away before the miseries of war ; their 
settlements were reduced from eighty to eight ; and 
famine again visited them with its afflicting scourge. 
In 1624, out of 9000 persons who liad been sent from 
England, only 1800 existed in the colony. 

These misfortunes led to the dissolution of the 
liondon Company. King James, having revoked 
their charter, issued a special commission for the 
government of the colony, all legislative and exe- 
cutive powers being vested in the commissioners. 
Under their arbitrary proceedings, the colony suffered 
severely ; till at length, in 1636, the Virginians rose 
against the governor. Sir John Harvey, and sent him 
prisoner to England, despatching two delegates^at the 
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same time to represent their grievances. Hiey met 
with a stern reception from Charles I. ; but their 
representations appear to have had some effect, as Sir 
William Berkeley, who was sent out as governor in 
1639, was instructed again to allow the Viiginians to 
elect representatives. Such was their gratitude to the 
King for this favour, that, during the civil wars that 
ensued, the Virginian colonists adhered to the royal 
cause ; and even after the death of Charles I., they 
refused to acknowledge the authority of the Parlia- 
ment, till, in 1652, Sir George Ayscue was sent with 
a powerful fleet to reduce them to submission. For 
nine years, the governors appointed by Cromwell con- 
tinued to preside over the colony ; but the predilec- 
tion for royalty which the inhabitants had displayed, 
was remembered, and they were less favoured than 
the colonists of New England. Arbitrary restrictions 
upon the commerce of Virginia, checked its prosperity, 
and produced discontent. At length, the sudden 
death of Governor Matthews afforded to the adherents 
of the royal cause a favourable opportunity, whidi 
they gladly seized, to proclaim Charles II., and to 
invite Sir William Berkeley, the ex-govemor, to 
resume his authority. Shortly afterwards, news ar- 
rived of the death of the Protector ; and “ Virginia 
for a long time boasted, that she was the last of the 
British dominions that submitted to Cromwell, and 
the first that returned to her allegiance.** 

These demonstrations of loyalty were speedily 
changed into murmurs and complaints by the conduct 
of Charles II., who, with characteristic ingratitude, 
not only disregarded the interests of the colony, but 
imposed additional restrictions upon its commerce, 
and granted to his favourites large tracts of land 
belonging to the colonists. An open and turbulent 
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ioflurrection was the consequence, headed by Nathaniel 
Bacon, a member of the council ; and for some months, 
a civil war raged in Virginia with all its peculiar 
horrors. James Town was burned, and some of the 
finest and best cultivated districts were laid waste. 
The arrival of fresh troops from England, and the 
death of Bacon,”terminated the insurrection ; many 
of the rebels were tried by courts-martial, and ex- 
ecuted ; and at length, tranquillity was restored. Not* 
withstanding these disorders and the arbitrary restric- 
tions upon commerce, the colony had so far recovered 
in the year 1688, that the number of inhabitants 
exceeded 60,000.'* 

The State of Virginia, though its territorial limits 
are much more contracted than those of the original 
colony, which embraced North Carolina and Maryland 
as well as Kentucky, still includes a territory as large 
as England. In 1700, its population had risen from 
60,000 to 747)810 persons. It now amounts to 
1,133,410, of whom 450,000 are slaves. Virginia 
ranks first in power and population among the 
southern States, and it has hitherto maintained a pre- 
dominant influence over the rest of the Union. The 
illustrious Washington was a native of Virginia, 
which boasts of having given four presidents, out of 
five, to the American Federacy. This circumstance 
has been not unreasonably adduced as a proof of the 
ascendancy of the Virginian aristocracy, who, while 
encouraging the prevalence of democracy in the other 
States, have cautiously excluded it from the precincts 
of their own State.-]- Although the attachment to 

• Hale, pp. 2a-.ao. ' 

t The right of suiflage in Virginia is restricted to freehedden. 
The senate consists of twenty-four members, chosen for four yean, 
one-fourUi gohig out every year, by which mesas It secqies ite ad- 
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royalty has become extinct among the Virginian land* 
holders, in no part of the Union has there survived so 
much of the spirit of feudal and monardiical institutions. 

Of the two Companies incorporated by King James, 
the history of one only has now been traced. To the 
Plymouth Company was assigned a territory further 
to the north, at that time called North Virginia. The 
first ship sent out by this Company in 1606, was 
captured by the Spaniards. The next year, forty-five 
men were sent out as settlers, who were left at the 
mouth of the river Kennebec ; but in 1608, dispirited 
by the hardships they had endured, they returned to 
England in ships which had brought them provisions 
and succour ; and the Company, disappointed and 
dissatisfied, desisted for a while from any further 
attempts to efiPect a settlement. In 1614, ' Captain 
John Smith (the same who acted so conspicuous a part 
in the settlement of Virginia) made a voyage to the 
northward, touching first at the mouth of the Ken- 
nebec, whence he proceeded, in an open boat, to survey 
the coast as far as the southern boundary of Massa- 
chusetts Bay. On his return to England, he pre- 
sented to Prince Charles a map of the country, and 
gave him so glowing a description of its beauty and 
other recommendations, that the prince, in the warmth 
of his admiration, declared that it should bear the 
name of New Eeolakd. 

Smith afterwards made an attempt to transport a 
colony thither, which was unsuccessful ; and New 
England might long have remained the abode only of 
wild beasts and savages, had not motives more powerful 

vantage! of a permanent council. Its laws forbid real property to 
be attadied for debt, and landed estates are generally left to tho 
eldest sop. 
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than ike love of gain or the ipirit of adventure, im« 
polled men, differing in diaracter from all others who 
had been founders of colonies, to sdect it as the place 
of their residence. 

In the year 1618, a body of zealous and exemplary 
English Puritans,* who had emigrated to Lieyden, in 
Holland, in order to enjoy that liberty of conscience 
which was denied them by the high commission court 
under James I., were led to turn their eyes towards 
America as an asylum from the evils to which they 
were still exposed. After due inquiries concerning 
the country, and many consultations with their friends 
in England concerning the dangers and difficulties that 
might attend the enterprise, they resolved to make 
the attempt, and accordingly applied to the London 
or South Virginian Company for a grant of land. To 
ensure success, they represented, that they were 
well weaned from the delicate milk of their mother 
country, and inured to the difficulties of a strange 
land $ that they were knit together by a strict and 
sacred bond, by virtue of which they held themselves 
bound to take care of the good of each other and of 
the whole ; that it was not with them as with other 

• At their head were Mr. John Robinson and Mr. William Brew- 
ster : the former subsequently the minister, the latter the ruling 
elder of the congregation. ** Many English writers,*' remarks Dr. 
Dwight, ••have confounded Mr. Robinson and his people with 
the BrownJsts. Baylie more justly observes, that he was ■ a prin- 
cipal overthrower of the BrownisU *— *0 man of excellent parts, of 
the most learned, polished, and modest spirit whidi ever separated 
fhnn the Church of England.’ Dwight, vol. i. p. 104. Neale 
states, that, upon his removal to Leyden, he erected a congregadon 
upon the model of the Brownists, but that, by conveising with Dr. 
Ames and other learned men, he was led to adopt less rigid prin- 
ciples ; and that his catholic views on the subject of communion, 

•• gained him the character of a seml-sepentist.” He is styled 1^ 
Neale, •• the listher of the Independents.*’— Neole, vdl. ii. p. 43, 
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men, whom small things could disoourage, or small 
discontents cause to wish themselves home again.’* 

A grant was obtained, and in September 1620, 
a part of them set sail for Hudson’s River ; but the 
master of the ship, bribed, it is said, by the Dutch, 
who claimed the sole right of trading in that quarter, 
carried them further north ; and the first land they 
discovered, was Cape God. This, they were aware, 
was beyond the limits of the London Company ; but it 
was now November, and too late in the season to put 
again to sea. They therefore determined to land at 
the first place they could find suitable for a settlement. 

Before leaving the ship, the heads of families and 
freemen, forty-one in number, signed a solemn cove- 
nant, combining themselves into a body politic, for the 
purpose of making equal laws for, the general good. 
They ordained that a governor and assistants should 
be annually chosen ; but the sovereign power re- 
mained in the whole body of freemen. John Carver 
was elected governor. 

On the 11th of December (O. S.), they landed on 
a desolate coast. Sterile sands and gloomy forests 
were the only objects that met their view. The 
severity of the cold, greater than they had yet ex- 
perienced, admonished them to seek protection against 
it ; and their first employment was the erection of 
huts in the most convenient and sheltered situations. 
In these miserable abodes they passed the winter ; 
those, at least, who survived it. By the succeeding 
spring, one half of their number had perished, ex- 
haujited by continual suffering, and by the privation 
of every worldly comfort which they had been ac- 
custom^ to enjoy.* 

• The whole number that sailed from Plymouth^ was lOl. Six 
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Tfadr settlement was foand to be witbin tbe limits 
of the Plymouth Company, from which iliey solicited 
and obtained a grant of land ; but they were never 
incorporated by the King. They called the place 
New Plymouth. They often received small additions 
to their number, which, in 1630, amounted to 300. 

In the mean time, the same causes that drove 
Mr. Robinson and his congregation from England, 
had continued to operate. In 16279 an association of 
English puritans, residing in Dorchester and the 
vicinity, was formed for the purpose of planting b 
colony in New England, to which they and their 
brethren might repair, and, in seclusion and safety, 
worship Ood according to the dictates of conscience. 
They obtained from the Plymouth Company, a grant 
of the territory which now constitutes a part of the 
State of Massachusetts; and sent over, under the 
direction of John Endicott, a small number of people 
to begin a plantation. These, in September, landed 
at a place called by the Indians, Naumkeag, and by 
themselves, Salem. 

The next year, they obtained a charter from the 
Crown, by .whidi the usual powers of a corporation 
were conferred upon the grantees, by the name of the 
* Governor and Company of Massachusetts’ Bay, in 
New England.’ It ordained, that the officers of the 
Couipany should be a governor, a deputy<.governor, 
and eighteen assistants, to be named, in the first 
instance, by the Crown, and afterwards elected by the 
corporation. Four stated meetings of all the members 
were to be held annually, under the denomination of 
the General Court, at which they were authorized to 
admit freemen or members, and to make such ordi« 

died In the month of Deoemher, and 46 more in the course of the 
vrlntec. 
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nances or laws, not repugnant to the laws of England, 
as they might deem expedient. The colonists and 
their descendants were declared to be entitled to all 
the rights of natural born English subjects. 

At a General Court held in London, in 1629, the 
officers prescribed by the charter were dected, and 
several ordinances were adapted for the government of 
the Company. Three hundred people were sent over, 
of whom one hundred, dissatisfied with the situation 
of Salem, removed to Charles-town. Religion was the 
first object of their care, in the country they had 
adopted. A religious covenant was agreed upon, and 
a confession of faith drawn up, to whicli their assent 
was given. Pastors were chosen, and were, from 
necessity, installed into their sacred offices, by the 
imposition of the hands of the brethren. 

“ The ensuing winter was a period of uncommon 
suffering and sickness. The cold was intense; the 
houses were unfinished ; the provisions were insuf* 
iicient and unwholesome. Before spring, nearly, half 
their number perished, * lamenting that they could not 
live to see the rising glories of the faithful.' 

These calamities had some effect in deterring 
others from joining them ; but the consideration, that 
the general courts were held, the officers elected, and 
the laws enacted in London, had still greater in- 
fluence. It did not comport with the views and feel- 
ings of those who disdained to submit to authority in 
matters of faith, to consent to remove to the New 
World, and there be governed by laws which they 
could have no part in enacting. Representations to 
this effect were made to the Company, who resolved 
that the government and patent should be removed to 
Massachusetts. This wisu resolution gave sudi en- 
couragement to emigration, that, in 1630, more than 
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1500 penoiui came over, and founded Boston and 
several adjacent towns. Of these persons, all were 
respectable, and many were from illustrious and noble 
families. Having been accustomed to a life of ease 
and enjoyment, their sufferings the first year were 
great, and proved fatal to many ; among others, to 
the Lady Arabella Johnson, who, to use the words of 
an early historian of the country, ‘ came from a para- 
dise of plenty and pleasure in the family of a noble 
earl, into a wilderness of wants, and, although cele- 
brated for her many virtues, yet, was not able to 
encounter the adversity she was surrounded with; 
and in about a month after her arrival, she ended her 
da 3 r 8 at Salem, where (die first landed.’ Mr. Johnson, 
her husband, overcome with grief, survived her but 
a short time. 

Before December, 200 perished. On the 24th of 
that month, the cold became intense. Such a Christ- 
mas-eve, they had never before known. Yet, the in- 
demency of the weather continued to increase. They 
were almost destitute of provisions, and many were 
obliged to subsist on dams, muscles, and other shell- 
fish, with nuts and acorns instead of bread. Many 
more died ; but, in this extremity, that ardour of con- 
viction which had impelled them to emigrate, remained 
in full force ; and they met with a firm, unshaken 
spirit, the calamities which assailed them.” * 

Of this new colony, who planted themselves at 
Boston, John Winthrop, Esq., had been diosen go- 
vernor in England, and he was re-dected after his 
arrival. He continued to hold this office for four 
years and a half. He has left behind, an exact journal 
of the occurrences between the years 1630 and 1649| 


•Hsto^pp. 34-00. 



NORTH AMBA1GA« 


91 

which affords some curioiu and interesting illus- 
trations of the manners and condition of these pious 
emigrants. The houses of the first settlers of Boston 
were, of course, extremely simple and unadorned. 
Wooden phinmeys were common for many years ; and 
^^a wainscot of clap-boards ** in the house of the de- 
puty-governor, was regarded as a highly censurable 
piece of extravagance. The house of the ^Madye 
filoodye** at Salem, a person of high consideration, 
was nine feet high, having a chimney in the centre. 
The furniture of the early colonists, was of a somewhat 
different quality. Much of it was brought from Eng- 
land and was of considerable value, forming a strange 
contrast to the humble architecture of the huts or 
sheds in which it was often deposited. Thus, in an 
inventory of the effects of Governor Winthrop’s fourth 
wife, dated 1647, are mentioned, silk curtains, brass 
andirons, cheny plates and saucers, and Turkey 
carpets.** The country furnished fish and game in 
abundance ; and though,*’ says the Governor, (in a 
letter dated November 29, 1630,) we have not beef 
and mutton,* yet, God be praised, we want them not ; 
our Indian com answers for all.'* Groceries- were 
soon brought over in abundance from England ; but 
tea and coffee were, at that time, luxuries unknown 
in Europe. Many laws were early made against 
tobacco, and immodest fashions, and costly apparel ; *’ 
and attempts equally misjudged and unavailing were 

* ** The first neat cattle Introduced into New England^ were a 
bull and three helfen« brought ixom England by Mr. Winslow, 
afterwards Governor of the colony, to Plymouth. Moze were 
imported fhun time to time. The second Salem Company brought 
with them a considerable number, together with some horses, 
sheep, and goats. After a little period, they became so numerous, 
as to supply all the wants of the inhabitants.*’— Dwight, voL 1, 

p. no. 
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made, to regulate the spirit of gain, as well as to check 
a disposition to expense. The prices of labour and of 
commodities were fixed repeatedly by positive laws ; 
but experience soon proved the futility of all sudi 
projects. Another feature of their legislative policy, 
has exposed the pilgrim fathers *’ of New England 
to the charge of intolerance. At a general court held 
in 1631, they ordained, that none but those who ha«l 
made a profession of religion, and had become memliers 
of some church, should be admitted members of the 
Coiporation, or enjoy the privilege of voting. This 
law, however contrary to just views of political liberty, 
was in strict accordance with the avowed motives of 
their emigration. Their object, it has been justly 
remarked, was, to plant a church, not an empire ; 
and they were not merely a religious, but a theolo- 
gical,’* or rather an ecclesiastical community.* The 
settlers of New England,” remarks Dr. Dwight, 
fled from persecution. Every government in the 
Christian world claimed, at that time, the right to 
control the religious conduct of its subjects. This 
daim, it is true, finds no warrant in the Scriptures. 
But its legitimacy never had been questioned, and, 
therefore, never investigated. All that was then con- 
tended for, was, tliat it should be exercised with 
justice and moderation. Our ancestors brought with 
them to America, the very same opinions concerning 
this subject, which were entertained by their fellow- 
citizens, and by all other men of all Christian coun- 
tries. As they came to New England, and under- 
went all the hardships of colonizing it, for the sake 
of enjoying their rdigion unmolested, they naturally 
were very reluctant that others, who had borne no 


* North American Review, No. liv. p. 29,^ 
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share of their burdens, should wantonljr intnide upon 
tlieir favourite object, and disturb the peace of them- 
. selves, and their families. With these views, they 
began to exercise the claim above mentioned, and, 
like the people of all other countries, carried the ex- 
ercise to lengths which nothing can justify. But it 
ought ever to be remembered, that no other civilized 
nation can take up the first stone to cast against 
them.*’ * 

It was not long before a case arose, which put to the 
test tlie tolerant nature of their theocratic principles of 
government. In the year 1634, Roger Williams, the 
minister of Salem, having occasioned disturbances, by 
advancing tenets which were considered as not only 
heretical, but seditious, and being found irreclaimable, 
was ordeied to leave the colony. The cause of his ba- 
nishment is very differently stated. By some writers, 
lie is represented as having been expelled simply for 
avowing the doctrine, that the civil magistrate is bound 
to grant equal protection to every deuomination of 
Christians; a doctrine too liberal for the age in which 
he ]ived.f If Dr. Dwight, however, is correct, this 
was by no means the fact. This genUemaii,*’ says 
the learned Writer, came to New England in the 
year 1631, and was chosen as an assistant in the mi- 
nistry to Mr. Skelton, at Salem. His peculiar opi- 
nions had given offence to the magistrates before his 

* Dw(ght, vol. i. p. 134. 

+ See Hale's History, p. 94. Carey and Lea, p. 113. •• On his 
arrival at Boston/* it is stated in the latter work, ** he promul- 
gated senUments respecting fteedom of conscience, for which the 
minds of men were not yet prepared. He maintained, to the 
astonished and indignant clergy of Massachusetts, that all men 
were entitled of right to the same exercise of their opinions on reli- 
gious sutdects.'* No reference is made to his extravagancies on 
other points. 
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ordination. After he was ordained, he persuaded the 
church at Salem to send admonitory letters to that of 
Boston, and to several others, in which they accused 
the magistrates who were members of them, of gross 
offences, and denied the character of purity to all the 
churches but their own. It will naturally be sup- 
posed, that these letters were not very favourably re- 
ceived. Soon afterwards, Mr. Williams impeached 
and denied the purity of even the Salem church, and 
separated himself from it, because it would not refuse 
to hold communion with tlie other churches in New 
England. In the mean time, he separated from his 
own wife, and would perform no act of religious wor- 
ship when she was present, because she attended divine 
service at the church in Salem. He also influenced 
Mr. Endicot to cut the cross out of the King’s colours, 
as being a relic of anti-christian superstition; and 
taught, that it was not lawful for a pious man to com- 
mune in family prayer, or in taking an oath, with 
persons whom he judged to be unregenerate. He 
would not take, nor, so far as was in his power, suffer 
others to take, the oath of fidelity, because the magis- 
trates who administered it were, in his view, unre- 
newed. He also taught, that it is not lawful for an 
unregenerate man to pray. Mr. Williams, I fully be- 
lieve to have been an upright man. What was very 
remarkable, he held the very just as well as liberal 
opinion, which one would hardly expect to find united 
with those mentioned above, that ^ to punish a man for 
any matters of his conscience, is persecution.’ Efforts 
were made to reclaim this gentleman ; but they were 
made in vain. He was therefore banished from Mas- 
sachusetts. 

^^lii 1638, Mr. William Coddington, one of the 
original planters of Massachasetts, a respectable mer* 
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chant In Boston, and one of the first assistants (in 
council), disgusted with the proceedings of the goyem- 
ment against the Antinomians, and not improbably 
attached to their doctrines, having sold his estate, 
quitted the Jurisdiction, and, with a number of his 
associates, settled on the island of Aquidnick (or 
Aqiietnec), in Narrhagansett Bay, and named it Rhode 
Island.” * 

Such was the commencement of that colony, of 
which, though Coddington was the first governor, 
Roger Williams is to be considered as the founder and 
legislator, as the settlement was made under his ad- 
vice ; and to him is attributed the merit of having first 
set an example of the equal toleration of all religious 
sects in the same political community .f 

To return to the history of Massachusetts. In 1635, 
this colony received a fresh accession of emigrants 
from England, among whom were two individuals who 
were destined to act conspicuous parts in the subse- 
quent affairs of their native counti*y. One was Hugh 
Peters, afterwards one of the chaplains of the Pro- 
tector ; the other Mr. (afterwards Sir Henry) Vane. 
The latter was at this time but five-and-twenty years 
of age; but, by his grave deportment, his .engaging 
manners, and his ardent professions of attachment to 
liberty, he so ingratiated himself with the settlers, 
that, the year after his arrival, he was diosen governor 
of the colony. His popularity, however, we are told, 
was transient. During Ms administration, the 

• Dwight, vol. i. pp. lia— 1 15. 

t Hale, p. 95. This toleration seems, however, to have been by 
no means so complete as has been represented. We are told, that 
the supreme assembly of this State, when invested with legislative 
power by royal charter in 1003, granted the right of voting to all 
Christian sects, Roman CMAolics.— p. 90. 
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celebrated Mrs. Hutdiinson, a woman who was dis- 
tinguished for her eloquence, and had imbibed the 
enthusiasm of the age, instituted weekly meetings for 
persons of her own sex, in which she commented on 
the sermons of the preceding Sunday, and advanced 
certain mystical and extravagant doctrines; these 
spread rapidly among the people, and many became 
converts. Governor Vane, with Mr. Cotton and Mr. 
Wheelwright, two distinguished dergymen, embraced 
tliem with ardour ; but Lieutenant-Governor Win- 
throp, and a majority of the diurdies, deemed them 
heretical and seditious. Great excitement was pro- 
duced among the people ; many conferences were hdd ; 
public fasts were appointed; a general synod was 
summoned ; and, after miidi intemperate discussion, 
her opinions were determined to be erroneous, and she 
and some of her adherents were banished from the 
cdony. 

Not being again diosen governor, Vane returned 
in disgust to England ; engaged in the civil wars 
which soon afterwards afflicted the country ; sustained 
high offices in the republican party ; and, after the 
restoration of Charles II., was accused of high treason, 
convicted, and executed. Peters pursued a similar 
career, and met with the same fate. 

In such high repute at this time were the settle- 
ments at Massachusetts, that other Englishmen, still 
more conspicuous, had determined to leave their native 
laud, that they might enjoy in a desert the civil and 
religious liberty which was denied them at home. 
Among these were, Mr. Hampden, Sir Arthur Hasd- 
rig, and Oliver Cromwell, whom King Charles, by ex- 
press order, detained when on the point of embarking. 
Little did he imagine, that, by this act of arbitrary 
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jKiwer, he kept within his kingdom those votules of 
freedom, who were destined to overturn his thronoi 
and bring his head to the block.” ^ 

By the settlement of Massachusetts, the attention 
of emigrants was diverted from the colony of Ply« 
mouth, where the soil was less fertile. It nevertheless 
continued to increase in population, although slowly. 
The territory occupied by the Plymouth colonists, had 
been origiiiidly inhabited by the native tribe of the 
Wampanoags ; but, a few years before the arrival of 
the English, an epidemic disease had swept away a 
great number of the Indians, almost exterminating 
whole tribes; and in 1G3H, the small. pox destroyed 
many of those who had survived the pestilence. The 
territory contiguous to the first settlements of the 
English, seemed to have been providentially made 
vacant for their reception.” Massasoit, the chief 
sachem of this tribe, was glad, in the reduced state of 
his nation, to enter into a treaty of alliance, offensive 
and defensive, with the colonists, which he maintained, 
without any serious Interruption, to his death.f 

In 1631, Wahqiiimacut, a sachem on Connecticut 
River, terrified by the power of the warlike tribe of 
Pequods, repaired to Plymouth and Boston, to invite 

• Halcf pp. 41, 42. See Neale’s History of the Puritans, vol. IL 
(8vo. ) p. 2U7- The statement rests on the authority of Bugdale 
and Dr. Geoxge Dates. There were eight sail of ships in the 
Hiames, bound for New England, and filled with Puritan families, 
among whom were the three illustrious individuals above men* 
tioned ■ " when the council, being Informed of their design, issued 
out an order, dated May 1, 1G38, to make stay of those ships, and 
to put on shore all the provisions destined for the voyage ; and, to 
prevent the like for the fhture, his Majesty prohibited all maatera 
and owners of dilps to set forth any ship for New England With 
passengers, without special license from the privy ooundL’* 

t Dwight, vol. 1. p. 100. 

FART X. O 
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the oolbbists to make a settlement in his conntiy.' 
Oovehior Winslow accordingly made an excursion to 
Connecticut River the following autumn, and selected 
a spot for the erection of a tradiug-house. The Dutdi 
at Manhattan (New York), apprised of this project, 
determined to anticipate them, and immediately de- 
spatched a party, who erected a small fort, with two 
cannon, at Hartford. In September 1633, a company 
from Plymouth, having prepared the frame of a house, 
put it on board a vessel, and passing by the Dutch 
fort, conveyed it to the spot previously sdected near 
the mouth of Windsor River, and, having raised and 
covered it, fortified it with palisades. The Dutidi, 
considering them as intniders, sent, the next year, a 
band of seventy men to dislodge them ; but finding 
them strongly posted, they relinquished the design. 
In tlie autumn of 1635, many of the inhabitants of 
Dorchester and Watertown, in Massachusetts, having 
heard of the fertile meadows on Connecticut River, 
removed thither with their ministers, and began set- 
tlements at Mattaneang and Fauqniaug, now called 
Windsor and Wethersfield. During the ensuing winter, 
their sufferings from scarcity of provisions were ex« 
treme ; and many, in dread of starvation, returned to 
Massachusetts. In a journey of fourteen days through 
a dreary wilderness, at that inclement season, they 
encountered indescribable hardships. In the same 
year, John Winthrop, Esq., son of Governor Winthrop, 
arrived from England with a commission, given to 
him by Lord Say and Setil, Lord Brook, and their 
associates, who had bought of Robert, Earl of War- 
wick, the patent of Connecticut, March 19, 1631 ; 
whidi commission constituted him governor of the 
river Connecticut with the places adjoining thereunto, 
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for the space of one year after his arrival.” The ter- 
ritory conveyed by the Connecticut patent, inchided, 
according 'to the apparent import of the description, 
four-fifths of the State of Rhode Island, and one-fourth 
of Massachusetts ; and so little was then known of the 
geography of the New World, that the grant was 
made to extend, in longitude, from the Atlantic Ocean 
to the South Sea ! The arddes agreed upon between 
Mr. Winthrop and the patentees, however, confined 
his exertions to the grounds on Connecdcut River, re- 
quiring him to erect a fort near its mouth, for the 
security of the river and the safety of the planters. 
The fort was scarcely completed, when a party sent 
by the Dutch of New York, arrived at the entrance of 
the river ; but the English, having mounted two can- 
non, forced them to retire.'*' The next spring, those 
who had been compelled by famine to revisit Massa- 
chusetts, returned to Connecticut. They were fol- 
lowed in Juno by another company, consisting of 
about one hundred men, women, and children, headed 
by their minister, Mr. Thomas Hooker, who, travel* 
ling through the wilderness, laid the foundation of 
Hartford.f 

Attempts liad been made, soon after the colonization 
of Plymouth, to begin a settlement in the territory to 
the north of Massachusetts, now called New Hamp- 
shire, under the patent granted by the Plymouth or 
New England Company to Sir Ferdiuando Gorges and 
Captain John Mason, (two active members of the 

• The English lint wu celled Ssyhrook Fort ftom Lords Say 
and Seal, and Brook s and the same name was subsequently giren 
to the town.— Dwight, vcd. L p. 1 13. Hsle, pp. S4, 5. 

t '* They were nearly a fortnight on their Journey ; they drove 
their cattle with them, and subsisted, bjr the way, upon the milk 
pf their cows^HalCf p. (15. 
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ccnmdl of Plymoath,) comprising the oonntry be« 
tween the rivers Merrimac and Sagadahock, back to 
the Great Lakes and the river of Canada.*’ A few 
adventurers planted themselves at Newichwannoc 
(Dover), in 1624. In 1629, a company of settlers, at 
the head of whom was the Rev. John Wheelwright, 
purchased of several sachems the country between the 
Merrimao and the Pascataqua, from the ocean as far 
back as the township of Amherst, about fifty miles 
inland : by this company were laid the foundations of 
the towns of Portsmouth, Dover, Hampton, and 
Exeter The inhabitants of these towns met with 
many difficulties, owing partly to the severity of the 
dimate, partly to intestine divisions ; and they were 
involved in many perplexing disputes with contending 
patentees, to whom the same land had been granted 
successively over and over again.f The Indians, too, 
in this neighbourhood were formidable, while the set- 
tlers were comparatively few and feeble. At length, 
.in 1641, these little republics, distrusting their ability 
to protect themselves, formed a coalition with Massa- 
chusetts ; and they long remained a part of that colony. 
It was not till 1679, that New Hampshire was, by 
royal decree, constituted a separate province, contrary 
to the wishes of the inhabitants, 

The rapid progress of the English settlements at 

* In 1631f the first house was built at Portsmoutli ; but the first 
house in >lew Hampshire was built in 1024, at the mouth of the 
Piscataqua. and was called Mason Hall in honour of the patentee. 

t In 1689. the territory already purchased of the Indians by 
Wheelwright, was granted to Mason alone; and it then first received 
the name of New Hampshire. The civil wars in England diverted 
the attention of Mason firom his grant ; but in 167^, his grandson 
applied to the King in council, to obtain possession of the lands 
granted to his ancestor, and the peace of the colony was long dis- 
turbed by the claims of the litigants. ^ 

f Dwight, Yol. I. Fp. 112, 13; Hale, pp. 78« 
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length excited the jealousy of the natives. Within 
the boundaries of Rhode Island and Connecticut lived 
two warlike tribes, the Pequods and the Narragansets. 
The latter were friendly, the former hostile to the 
Whites. Between the two tribes, an inveterate enmity 
existed ; but the more sagacious and politic Pequods 
proposed to suspend their animosities, in order to 
direct their united strength against the strangers, 
before they should become too strong to be resisted. 
At first, the Narragansets wavered ; but, their hatred 
of the Pequods overpowering the suggestions of 
policy, they disdosed the proposal to the .English, 
and invited their concurrence in a war against the 
common enemy. Roused to a sense of their danger, 
the colonists of Massachusetts, Plymouth, and Con« 
necticut agreed to unite their forces, and attempt 
the entire destruction of the Pequods. In May. ISZJj 
Captain Mason, with eighty men,^ principally from 
Connecticut, and three hundred friendly Indians, 
entered the country of the enemy, and attacked one 
of their principal villages. The resistance was brave 
and obstinate, and the issue of the battle for some 
time doubtful ; but the Whites, having forced their 
way into the palisadoed enclosure, set fire to the wig- 
wams ; they then surrounded the town, and, of 500 
or GOO within the enclosure, few escaped. In June, 
another body of troops, principally from Massachusetts, 
marched into the Peqiiod country, and surrounding a 
swamp into whicli a party of the enemy had retired, 
took 80 captive. Those who escaped, were pursued 
to another swamp near New- haven, where the whole 
strength of the tribe was collected. This was, in like 
manner, surrounded, and a sharp contest ensued ; but 
the Whites were victorious. Two hundred Pequods 
Y^re killed or made prisoners, and the remainder fled 
Q 3 
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to the ooontiy of tihe Mohawkf. The complete meoiei 
of the English, in this short war with the nativei,: 
gave the neighbouring tribes so exalted an idea of 
their prowess, that, for nearly forty years, they were 
neither attacked nor molested 

In this same year (1637)« the foundation was laid 
of a fifth colony, within the limits of the Connecticut 
patent. In June of that year, two ships arrived at 
Boston, from England, having on board Mr. Daven- 
port, Mr. Eaton, and many other persons of high re- 
spectability, whom religious motives had impelled to 
emigrate. As some of them possessed great wealth, 
the General Court of Massachusetts, desiroiu| of 
detaining them in the colony, offered them any 
place they might select for a plantation. Wishing, 
however, to institute a civil and religious community 
conformable to their peculiar principles, they re- 
moved the next year to Quinnipiao, which they 
called New Haven. Soon after their arrival, at the 
dose of a day of fasting and prayer, they subscribed 
what they termed a plantation covenant, solemnly 
binding themselves, until otherwise ordered, to be 
governed in all things, of a civil as well as religious 
concern, by the rules which the Scriptures held forth 
to them.” They purchased of the natives large tracts 
of land ; and laid out their town in squares, designing 
it for a great and elegant city. In 1639, all the 
free planters assembled to lay the foundation of their 
dvil and religious polity ; when it was resolved, that 
none but church members should be allowed the privi- 
lege of voting, or be eligible to office ; all the officers 
of the colony were to be annually elected ; and it was 
declared, that the word of God should be the only 
rule for ordering the affairs of the commonwealth. 
Stich was the original constitution of New-haven ; 
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btliF, as the popalation increased, and new towns were 
settled, different regulations were adopted, and the 
ctostitution and laws became gradually assimilated to 
those of Connecticut ; with which colony they were 
eventually united, much against their wishes, by 
royal charter. 

Ten years had now elapsed since the first settlement 
was made at Salem. Within that period, it is com* 
puted, that no fewer than 21,000 persons had arrived 
from England in Massachusetts.* But, with the 
ascendancy of the Puritan party at home, the motive 
for emigration ceased ; and it is supposed, that, for 
mai\y years afterwards, more persons returned to 
England, than left it for the colonies. Sudi, however, 
were the character and virtues of the emigrants, and 
such their fortitude and enterprise, that they oon« 
tinned to increase with astonishing rapidity, both in ’ 
wealth and numbers. And a vote of the House of 
Commons, stating, that the plantations in New 

* Neale says ; •• In the succeeding twdve years of Archbishop 
Laud’s administration (1G29— 1640b there went over about 4000 
planters, who laid the foundation of several little towns and vil> 
lages up and down the country, carrying over with them, in mate- 
rial. money, and cattle, &c.. not less than to the value of 192,000/.. 
besides the merchandize Intended for trafilc with the Indians. 
Upon the whole, It has been computed, that the four settlements of 
New England, vis.. Plymouth, the Massachusetts* Bay, Connec- 
ticut, and New Haven, all which were accomplished before the 
beginning of the civil wars, drained England of 400,000/. or 000,000/. 
in money; (a great sum in those days;) andif the persecution of the 
Puritans had continued twelve years longer, it is thought, that a 
fourth part of the riches of the kingdom would have passed out of 
it through that channel. The chief leaders of the people into 
these parts, were the Puritan ministers, who, being hunted from 
one diocese to another, at last chose this wilderness for their 
retreat. I have before me a list of 77 divines, who became pastors 
of sundry little churdtes and congregations in that country befoio 
the year 1640, all of whom were in oeden in the diurch ii Eng- 
]aad.'’.-Neii]e, yob ib pp. 135, 130. 
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England had had good and prosperous snooess, wiUiout 
any public charge to the State,** is quoted by an his- 
torian of those times as an honourable testimony of 
the high merit of the colonists. During the civil wars, 
the New England colonists could not but embrace 
with ardour the cause of civil liberty ; and the Parlia- 
ment rewarded their attachment, by exempting them 
from all taxes. In Cromwell, when advanced to the 
Protectorate, they found a sincere and zealous patron. 
After the conquest of Ireland, he invited them to 
return and settle in that country ; and subsequently, 
having conquered Jamaica, he endeavoured to per- 
suade them to remove to that fine and fertile island. 
But his arguments were unavailing. Enjoying in 
their present abode complete religious freedom, they 
were unwilling to hazard that privilege in the pursuit 
of inferior advantages. At the end of fifty years 
from the arrival of the first emigrants at Plymouth, 
the New England settlements were supposed to con- 
tain 120 towns, and as many thousand inhabitants.* 
In the circumstances of its origin, in the character 
and motives of the first settlers, the colony of New 
England differs from any other that has ever been 
planted in any part of the globe. Had not a cruel 
necessity impelled them to leave their native land for 
the western wilderness, the idea of such a polity as 
they erected, would still have l>een regarded as Utopian. 
That it was in all respects consonant with either poli- 
tical wisdom or correct views of the genius of Chris- 
tianity, cannot be maintained; but it may fairly be 
stated, that their errors and defects were those of the 
age in which they lived, while their virtues, which rose 
almost to the heroic height, would have shed lustre 
upon any age. Yet, even in America, while their 


ppt 44— 47 j 43. 
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diaractera liave sometimefl been held up as models of 
almost supernatural excellence, they have more ge- 
nerally been depicted in far different colours.* A 
contemporary American writer has vindicated the 
pilgrim fathers” of New England from the flippant 
censures of his degenerate countrymen, with equal dis- 
crimination and force. The first colonists of Massa- 
chusetts were,” he remarks, “ unquestionably, on the 
whole, a highly respectable community. They were 
among the best specimens of what was then, and is 
now, the best class of society in Great Britain,— its 
well educated commoners ; — ^men superior, perhaps, to 
any of their successors in deep and extensive learning, 
and second to none for fervent piety, for stern inte- 
grity, and disinterested patriotism. But that all the 
early settlers of New England were of this description, 
is a supposition which, though it sometimes seems to 
have been taken for granted, is manifestly absurd. 
There were several of the same stamp with those who 
find a place in every new country, needy and desperate 
adventurers, who hoped to find in a remote settlement, 
the subsistence which they were unwilling to procure 
by honest exertions in their native land.t Crimes, 
even of the most shocking description, sometimes oc- 
curred ; and there was, even in the more respectable 
dasses of society, a deficiency in refinement and dell- 

* ** There are many among' us, who seemed to be ignorant of 
almost every event which occurred In Massachusetts during the 
seventeenth century, except the destruction of the Aborigines, the 
persecution of the Quakers, and the execution of the witches.**— 
N. Amcr. Rev. No. liv. p. 24. 

f Even Dr. Dwight, the sealous apologist of the New England 
colonists, represents the first settlers in Connecticut, as ** not a 
little perplexed by loose ministers and magistrates i such as always 
withdraw from regular, well principled society, to indulge ,th^ 
mischievous dispositions, and establish their infiuence in mine ini« 
perfect communittes.**— Pwigh^ vol. 1. p. 113.- 
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cacy of manners, whidi proves, more than any thing 
else, the progress of society since the seventeenth cen« 
tiiry. If, however, we can daim any superiority as an 
enlightened and refined community, over our forefa- 
thers, let us never forget, how much of this pre-emi- 
nence we owe to their wisdom and liberality. The 
erection of the venerable universities of Harvard and 
Yale ; the adoption, to a great degree, of those statutes 
of descent and distribution, beautifully denominated by 
Judge Story, ^ the only true and just Agrarian laws,* 
which have utterly obliterated the few vestiges of 
aristocracy which had found a place in our land ; the 
provisions for the support of religion, whidi combine 
so happily the interest of the public with the liberty of 
the individual ; and, above aU, the introduction of tree 
schools ; these great sources of our freedom, or equality, 
our intellectual and moral power, were all established 
by the founders of New England, during the first cen- 
tury of its existence. Our fathers were no devotees 
of ancient prejudices, anxious to exclude every ray of 
intellectual light which miglit disclose the effects of 
their own political and religious systems ; no crafty 
tyrants, labouring to establish the power of the few by 
perpetuating the ignorance of the many ; no wild 
fanatics, who thought that divine truth could be only 
contaminated by the admixture of human learning. 
They were enthusiasts, indeed, but it was a dignified 
and generous enthusiasm an enthusiasm whldi 
sought noble ends by noble means. It was their great 
object, to render their posterity a religious, by render- 
ing them an enlightened people. We may smile at the 
whimsical peculiarities of the pilgrims, or lament their 
graver faults ; but we shall shew little of the boasted 
liberality of the present day, if we can read their annals 
with no other emotions than these ^ if we fail to render 
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due homage to their unwavering singleness of purpose, 
their unconqiierablo perseverance, their unquenchable 
zeal for the dissemination of pure truth, and for the 
prosperity of their adopted country.*’* 

It has already been mentioned, that the territory 
now denominated New^York, was first colonized by the 
Dutch. In 1609, Henry Hudson, an Englishman, 
but sailing in tlie service of the Dutch East India Com- 
pany, discovered Long Island, the harbour of New 
York, and the river to which his name has been given. 
In 1G13, several Dutch merchants, to whom the Re- 
public of Holland had granted the exdusive right of 
trading in this part of America, erected a fort near 
Albany, which they named Fort Orange, and a few 
trading houses on the island of New York, then called 
by the Indians, Manhattan. 

111 the same year Captain Argal, who had been sent 
by the settlers of Virginia to drive the French from 
their settlements on the Bay of Fiindy, visited, on his 
return, the Diitdi on Hudson’s River. Claiming the 
country fqr his nation, by right of prior discovery, he 
demanded their acknowledgement of its authority. 
Being few in number, they prudently submitted, with- 
out-attempting to resist. But, receiving a rein- 
forcement the next year, they again asserted the right 
of Holland to the country, and erected Fort Amster- 
dam, on the south end of the island. 

The English, for many years, forbore to interfere 
with their pursuits or claims. In 1621, the Republic, 
desirous of founding a colony in America, granted to 
the Dutch West India Company, an extensive ter- 
ritory on both sides of the Hudson. The country was 

* N. Amer .Uev. No. liv. pp. 35, 30. See also Dwight, vol. i. 
pp. 13»-143. 
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called New Netherlands. The boundaries were not 
accurately defined, but were considered by the Com« 
pauy as including Connecticut River to the North, 
and Delaware River to the South. In 1623, they 
erected a fort on the Delaware, which they called Nas« 
sau ; and ten years afterwards, another, on the Con- 
necticut, which they called Good Hope. Near the 
former, the Swedes had a settlement. From the in- 
terfering claims of the two nations, quarrels arose 
between the settlers, whidi, after continuing several 
years, terminated in the subjugation of the Swedes. 
Towards the fort on the Connecticut, the settlements 
of the English rapidly approached, and soon occasioned 
disputes which had a longer duration and a different 
result. 

The Dutch did not escape the calamity of war 
with the savages.. Hostilities commenced in 1643, 
continued several years, and were very destructive 
to both parties. William Kieft, the Governor of the 
New Netherlands, invited Captain Underhill, who 
had been a soldier in Europe, and had made himself 
conspicuous in New Hampshire, for his eccentricities 
ill religion and conduct, to take command of his 
troops. Collecting a flying party of 160 men, he was 
enabled to preserve the Dutch settlements from total 
destruction. The number of Indians whom he killed 
in the course of the war, was supposed to exceed 400. 
In 1646, a severe battle was fought on that part of 
Horse-neck called Strickland^i Plain. The Dutch 
were victorious ; on both sides, great numbers were 
slain ; and for a century afterwards, the graves of the 
dead were distinctly visible. 

“ In 1650, Peter Stuyvesant, then the able governor 
of the New Netherlands, met the Gommissiouers of 
the New England coloiues at Hartford, where, after 
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macli altercation, a line of partition between their re- 
spectire territories was fixed by mutual agreement. 
Long Island was divided between them : the Dutch 
retained the lands which they occupied in Ck)nnecticut, 
surrendering their claim to the residue. But Charles 
II., denying their right to any portion of the country, 
determined to expel them from it. In 1664, he granted 
to his brother, the Duke of York and Albany, all the 
territory between Nova Scotia and Delaware Bay ; and 
though England and Holland were then at peace, he 
immediately sent three ships with 300 troops to put 
him in possession of his grant. The commander of 
the expedition. Colonel Nichols, summoned Governor 
Stiiyvesant to surrender the town, promising to secure 
to the inhabitants their lives, liberty, and property. 
At first, he refused ; but the magistrates and people, 
allured by the proffered terms, constrained him to con- 
sent. Fort Orange surrendered soon afterwards, to 
Sir George Carteret. In compliment to the Duke, the 
name of Manhattan was changed to New York, and 
that of Orange to Albany. 

In 1673, England and Holland being then at war, 
a few Dutch ships were despatched to reconquer the 
country. On their arrival at Staten Island, a short 
distance from the city, John Manning, who had com- 
mand of the fort, sent down a messenger, and trea- 
cherously made terms with the enemy. The Dutch 
sailed up the harbour, and took possession of the fort 
and city, without firing or receiving a shot. The 
next year, peace was concluded, and the country was 
restored to the English. The Duke obtained a new 
patent, confirming his title to the province.” * On his 

* IlalCf pp. 97-^101. It was agreed by the treaty of Westmin- 
ster In 1674, that Surinam should remain the piofierty of the 
Dutch for ever, in esdiange for the province of New York* 

FART II. II 



NORTH AMERICA. 



•Jlbi^Dtirioii io ilie throne, it of course merged in 'the 
'rights' of the crown. 

The settlement of the minor states of New Jersey 
and Delaware will require hut a brief notice. The 
lint settlement within the limits of New Jersey, was 
made hy the Danes, about the year 1G24. In 1627) a 
number of Swedes and Finns, sent out by a Swedish 
company under the patronage of King Gustavus Adol- 
phus, having purchased of the natives the land on 
both sides of the Delaware, made their first settlement 
on iia western bank, near Christina creek. They re- 
tained possession of the country until 1(156, when they 
were expelled by the Dutch ; and New York, New 
Jersey, and Delaware, were comprised in the territory 
to which they gave the name of the New Netherlands. 
On its conquest by the English, the tract between the 
Hudson and Delaware rivers was conveyed by the 
Duke of York to Lord Berkeley and Sir George Car. 
teret ; and it received the name of New Jersey in 
compliment to the latter, who had been governor of 
the island of Jersey, and had held it for Charles I. 
during his contest with the Parliament. After various 
transfers and changes, the proprietary right was sur- 
rendered to the Crown ; and up to the year 1738, New 
Jersey and New York had the same governor, though 
with a separate assembly. In that year, the inhabit- 
ants petitioned the King to have a separate governor, 
and their request was acceded to. Delaware, whidi 
received from the original settlers the name of New 
Sweden, was at first considered as a part of the pro- 
vince of New York ; but was afterwards governed, for 
twenty years, as a part of Pennsylvania, having been 
purchased by the founder of that state. At length, in 
1703, it obtained tlie privilege of a separate assemblyi 
but remained subject to the same jurisdiction* 
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The history of the settlement of Pennsylvanic^'^kll 
to New York the largest of the Middle States,) ft. 
rives peculiar interest from the character and policy of 
its truly illustrious founder. William Penn was the 
son of Admiral Sir William Penn, who, in the year 
1C55, rendered very important services to the English 
nation, by the conquest of Jamaica from the Spaniards, 
and by a naval victory over the Dptch. At an early 
period of his life, the son, to the great mortification of 
the Admiral, embraced the opinions of the Quakers, 
to whom persecution had about that period begun to 
attract the public attention. Of their sufiTerings for 
conscience' sake, Penn had his full share. Expelled 
from the University of Oxford, turned out of doors by 
his father, and repeatedly imprisoned for promulgating 
his sentiments, he displayed the most heroic constancy 
and fortitude ; and ultimately. Sir William, convinced 
of his son's integrity, relented and discovered an affec- 
tionate concern for his welfare. On his death-bed, he 
charged him to do nothing against his conscience ; and 
he obtained from the Duke of York, a promise to pro- 
tect him as far ns might be consistent. 

So early as the year lG7fi, Penn had been chosen to 
arbitrate between John Fenwick of Connecticut, and 
Edward Byllinge, in reference to certain territories in 
New Jersey, which the latter had purchased of Lord 
Berkeley. Byllinge, being involved in debt, consented 
tliat the lands should be sold for the benefit of his cre- 
ditors ; and William Penn agreed to become one of 
the three trustees. The principal management of this 
concern devolving on Penn, his attention was thus 
drawn towards the New World. Disgusted A%'lth the 
vices of European society, and pained at the sufferings 
to which consdentious dissidents, particularly those of 
his own sect, were continually exposed in England,* he 
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project of founding a colony in that distant 
^^6^’ where the persecuted might find an asylum, 
and^hiteli might diffuse, by example and instruction, 
the light of Christianity among the barbarous nations 
of the New Continent. AVhile superintending the set- 
tlement of New Jersey, he learned that there was an 
extensive tract of fertile, unoccupied land, lying be- 
fwe^n the territories of the Duke of York and liord 
Baltimore. The Crown was indebted to his father's 
executors in the sum of about lC,000f. ; and he peti- 
tioned that, as an acquittance for this debt, the tract 
might be granted to him. His request was acceded to, 
though not without objections being raised, particu- 
larly on the ground of his being a Quaker ; and under 
the name of Pennsylvania, given to the province by 
King Charles in honour of the Admiral, the royal 
charter conveyed to him, in IGOl,- all that tract ex- 
tending westward from the river Delaware 5** of 
longitude, northward to the parallel of 42% and south- 
ward to a little below that of 40**. From the want of 
sufficient attention to former charters, this grant in- 
terfered with the claims both of Maryland and of 
Connecticut on the south and cast ; and hence arose 
contentions with regard to boundaries, which were not 
settled till a 00011117 afterwards. 

Desirous of selling his hinds, Penn published an 
account of the province, with a copy of the royal char- 
ter ; and by public advertisement ho set forth the ad- 
vantageous terms on which he offered to part ndth the 
land to emigrants. In J uly IGfil , he sold to a company 
of merchants and other persons, (chiefly Quakers,) 
20,000 acres at the rate of 20/. for every thousand 
acres ; and those who rented lands, agreed to pay one 
penny yearly per acra. Before the emigrants em- 
barked, certain conditions and concessions'* were 
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mutually agreed upon between them and the^^riis-r, 
tor, and subscribed by both parties. In the th^ 

year, three ships, carrying out settlers, sailed Ibil^enn- 
sylvaiiia. The pious and philanthropic PrqprieUtt sent 
a letter to the Indians, informing them, that tlie 
great Ood had been pleased to make him concerned in 
their part of the world, and that the king of the coun- 
try wliere he lived, had given him a great province 
therein; but that he did not desire to enjoy it 
without their consent ; that he was a man of peace, 
and that the people whom he sent were of the same 
disposition ; and, if any difference should happen be- 
tween them, it might be adjusted by an equal number 
of men chosen on both sides.** * The position chosen 
by these emigrants for a settlement, was above the con- 
fluence of the Delaware and the Schuylkill. 

In April l(i 82 , Penn published the Frame of Go- 
vernment which he designed for the new colony ; also, 
a Body of Laws which had been eacamined and ap- 
proved by the emigrants before they left England, and 
which reflects the highest honour on thei wisdom, 
disinterestedness, and philanthropy of the legislator.-f 

• The purchase of the province of Pennsylvania hy the Founder 
of the Colony, has been the subject of high panegyric. It is ob- 
servable. however, tliat Penn considered himself as liavlng a right 
to dispose of lands, and actually disposed of a considerable portion, 
before he knew whether the Indians were inclined to part with 
them. In purchasing the lands of the Indians, he imitated the 
wise and just policy of Lord Daltimmre and tlie '* Pilgrim Fathers*' 
of New England. The right of appropriation claimed by the Bri- 
tish Government, resting upon mere priority of discovery, assumed 
that the lands were unoccupied ; and in fact, tlie Indians could 
scarcely be regarded as occupying the territories which formed their 
hunting-grounds. 

t Among the laws of Penn, for which too high praise can scarcely 
be awarded to him. are tho«! relative to universal toleration \ the 
penal code, from which punishment by death was entirely ex- 
^uded} and those which respected the treatment of Indians and 
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Having obtained from the Duke of York, the cession of 
a traofof land on the south side of the Delaware, part 
of which was already occupied by settlers, he set sail 
for America in August, accompanied by about 2000 emi- 
grants, chiefly of his own persuasion ; and in October, 
landed at New Castle in Delaware. Upon this tract, 
which formed part of the Territories," as the land 
conveyed to him by the Duke was called, ho found 
about 3000 Dutch, Swedes, and Finns. Ho proceeded 
to Chester, where, on the 4th of December, he held a 
general assembly, at which the Territories were an- 
nexed to the province of Pennsylvania, and the Frame 
of Government and code of laws were, with some 
modifications, formally adopted. Ills next step was, 
to ratify in person the terms of purchase and treaty of 
friendship which his commissionei's had concluded 
with the natives. He proceeded, therefore, accompa- 
nied by some friends and young people of both sexes, 
to a place then called Coaquannoc, the site of the city 
which ho afterwards founded under the name of Pliil- 
adelphia (Brotherly Love). On arriving there, he 
found the sachems and their tribes already assembling : 
they filled the woods as far as the eye could reach, and 
had a formidable appearance both from their number 
and their arms. The white mexi were a mere handful, 
without weapons of any kind ; so that dismay and 
terror had come upon them, had they not confided in 
the righteousness of their cause.*’ The spot upon 
which the council was held, is a little higher up, and 
was then named Shackamaxon : it is now occupied by 
the houses of Kensington, which may be considered as 
a suburb of Philadelphia. Here stood an elm of 

Negroes. In hb relations on those heads, ho not only sot an 
cxamfile to all subsequent legislators, but anUcJpatcil the reason- 
lags of philosophy In more enlightened times. 
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prodigious^Bisey to which the leaden on each Mde re« 
paired, approaching eadi other under its wide-spreading 
brandies. William Penn appeared in his usual dress, 
without sword or staff, or any other insignia than a 
sky-blue sash of silk net-work.* On his right hand 
was Colonel Markham, his relation and secretary ; on 
his left, his friend Pearson ; and he was followed by a 
train of Quakers. Before him were carried various 
artides of merchandise, which, when they came near 
the sachems, were spread on the ground. In his hand 
he hdd a roll of pardiment, containing the confirms, 
tion of the Treaty of Purchase and Amity. The chief 
sachem, on Penn's approach, put upon his own head a 
sort of chaplet in which appeared a small horn, the 
emblem of kingly power ; and whenever the chief who 
had a right to wear it, put it on, the place was consi. 
dered as sacred, and the persons of all present as in. 
violable. The Indians, on this sign, tlirew down 
their bows and arrows, and seated themselves round 
their chiefs in a semicircle. The chief sachem then 
announced, by means of an interpreter, that the na. 
tions were ready to hear the White chief. Upon this, 
Penn made a declaration of his padfic intentions, and, 
unrolling the parchment, explained, article by article, 
the conditions of the purdiase and compact. He then 
paid them for the land, and made them many presents 
besides, and concluded the ceremony by presenting the 
parchment to the chief sachem, desiring him to pre« 
serve it carefully for three generations. 

The settlement of no one of the colonies was com- 
menced under auspices equally favourable. The ex- 
perience of half a century bad disclosed the evils to 

* This sssh was. In 1813, in the pofsession of Thomas Kelt, Esq. 
of Seething HaU| near Norwlchi 
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be avoided, and pointed out the course to he pursued. 
The Indians, having been already taught to fear the 
power of the Whites, were the more easily conciliated 
by -their kindness. Tlie soil being fertile, the climate 
temperate, and game abundant, the first emigrants 
escaped most of the calamities which afilicted the 
aettlers in the more northern and southern provinces ; 
and the rapid increase of population was beyond all 
former example. 

Before the end of the year, Philadelphia contained 
eighty houses and cottages. In March 1683, a second 
assembly was held in the new city, at which Pena 
complied with the wishes of the freemen and delegates, 
in granting them a second charter, differing, in several 
of the provisions, from the first. The judicious regu- 
lations now adopted,* attracted numerous emigrants 
from various quarters ; and to their salutary influence 
must be attributed, in great measure, the diligence, 
order, and habits of economy by which the Pennsyl- 
vanians are characterized. Within four years from 
the date of the royal grant to Penn, the province con. 
tained twenty settlements, and Philadelphia 2000 in- 
habitants. 

In 1684, the Proprietor returned to England, leav- 
ing his province in profound tranquillity, under the 
administration of five commissioners chosen from the 

* One of these regulations ordained, that, to prevent lawsuits, 
throe arbitrators, to be called peace-makers, should be chosen by 
the country courts, to hear and determine small diffbrenccs be- 
tween man and man.” Another law abrogated the common law of 
England respecting descents, and distributed the estates of persons 
dying intestate among their children, assigning however a double 
share to the eldest son. But the most important and remarkable 
regulation was that which ordUned, tliat no one acknowledging 
one God, and living peaceably In socletyi should be molested for 
his opinion or practice, or be compelled to firequept or tp maintaia 
any ministry wliat^ver.” 
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council. He arrived about the time of the accession 
of James II., and was received by the new monarch 
with marks of favour and regard, which eventually 
raised a popular clamour against him as a concealed 
papist and Jesuit. He employed his influence with 
the King solely for the purpose of doing good, inter- 
meddling little in party or political matters; and 
while labouring under the most unfounded aspersions, 
he published no fewer than three works in favour of 
the most ample toleration. This served only to 
strengthen the opinion that he was of the same re- 
ligious principles as the King ; and the accession of 
the Prince of Orange enabled his enemies to gratify 
their malignant animosity. On the most unfoimded 
diarges, he was three times brought to trial, and 
acquitted. After the third acquittal, he was on the 
point of sailing for America, when, on a fresh accusa- 
tion, an order for his apprehension was issued, and he 
was deprived of the government of his colony, which 
was given to Colonel Fletcher, the governor of New 
York.'* After he had remained a considerable time 
in retirement, his friends of rank and influence 
(among whom were the Duke of Buckingham and 
Lords Somers and Sidney) represented his case to 
King William ; who told them, that William Penn 
was his old acquaintance as well as theirs, and that he 
might follow his business as freely as ever, for he had 

• The suspicion of disloyalty appeaxs to have been the ground 
for this proceeding, for which Penn's display of grateAil attach- 
ment to the deposed monardi might furnish some pretext. '* As 
he has been my friend and my father's friend," said Penn, *' 1 feel 
bound in justice to be a friend to him.*’ Accordingly, for two 
years after James II. was expelled from the throne, the govern- 
ment of the province continued to be administered in his name ; a 
circumstance which might plausibly be laid hold of by his enemies 
as of a treasonable complexion. 

u 6 



I IS NORTH AMERICA. 

nothing to say against him.** He was soon afterwardo 
restored to his government, and reconciled to the 
members of his own communion, who had distrusted 
his principles. Having settled his aifairs in Englaiidi 
he once more sailed for America in 1G99. 

On his arrival in Pennsylvania, Penn found the 
colonists discontented with the form of government, 
by which they complained that his powers and their 
rights were not defined with sufficient precision ; and 
they demanded further alterations. In 1701, ho 
prepared and presented to the delegates a third 
charter, which conceded to the Assembly the right of 
originating bills, hitherto vested in the Cioveriior, 
and of amending or rejecting those which might be 
laid before them ; a velo only being reserved to the 
Governor, t<%ether with the right of appointing his 
own council, and the whole executive power. The 
delegates from Pennsylvania assented to this instru* 
ment ; but those from the Three Lower Counties** 
or Territories,** (now forming the state of Dela- 
ware,) refused to adopt it, and seceded from the 
Assembly. From this period, tho Three Counties 
had their distinct Assembly, though subject to the 
governor of Pennsylvania. The constitution adopted 
in the latter province, continued in force till the 
Revolution. 

Immediately after his third charter was accepted, 
Penn returned to England ; and the executive autho- 
rity was afterwards administered by deputy governors, 
appointed by the Proprietor. His return was hastened 
by a bill which the English Government, jealous of 
the growing power of the proprietary governors, 
brought into the House of Lords, having for its 
object to deprive them of their authority, and to 
transfer it to the Crown. Penn*8 private fortune had 
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been materially injured by his advances to promote 
the interests of the infant colony ; and a lawsuit in 
which he was involved, in 1707» with the executors 
of his steward, rendered it expedient for him to reside 
for some time within the rules of the Fleet, lie was 
so reduced in his circumstances ns to be under the 
necessity of mortgaging his province ; and was on the 
eve of selling it, when three successive apoplectic 
seizures deprived him of reason and memory, in which 
state he continued till his death in 1718, at the ad- 
vanced age of seventy-four. 

From the death of Penn to the Revolution, the 
history of the Colony presents little more than a series 
of petty altercations between the deputy governors and 
the Assembly. The chief subject of dispute related to 
the exemption of the lauds of the Proprietors from tlie 
rates and taxes to which other lands were liable ; a 
claim which the Assembly stoutly resisted. These 
dissensions, however, did not in the least iutermpt or 
retard the growing prosperity of the colony, and the 
claim itself occasioned far more disgust, than injury. 
For seventy years, the upright conduct of Penn with 
the Indians, which was imitated by his successors, 
secured an uninterrupted harmony between them and 
the Whites.* In the early part of the revolutionary 
war, (during which Pennsylvania was for a consider- 
able time the seat of hostilities,} the people, by their 
representatives, adopted a new constitution, by which 
the Proprietor was excluded from all share in the 
government. Ue was offered, and finally accepted, 

* In 1749. an Important treaty was concluded with the Indians 
of the Six Nations at Philadelphia. In which, for goods of otm- 
slderahle vaAuc. they ceded to the Proprietors all the lands on the 
Susquehannah as far south as tlie boundary of Pennsylvania, and 
northwanl to the Blue Mountains: and since that time, the Indian 
tiUe to the test of the State has been extinguished. 
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the sum of 570,000 dollars in 'discharge of all/quit- 
rents due from the land-holders in this State.* 

Maryland, the ;flfth and last of those states which 
weha^e arranged under the name of the Middle 
States, was comprised within the original boundaries 
of Virginia, but was not settled till a grant of the ter« 
ritory was made to Lord Baltimore in the year 1634. 
Like Pennsylvania and New England, it was colonized 
by refugees fleeing from persecution on account of 
their religion ; but those who emigrated to Maryland, 
were neither Quakers nor Puritans. During the 
reig^ of James I., at the time that the Roman 
Catholics had drawn down upon themselves severe 
penal enactments, and the Gunpowder Plot had in- 
flamed the popular hatred. Lord Baltimore, an Irish 
nobleman of that communion, had been induced to go 
out to Virginia, in tlie expectation of being there 
allowed to enjoy his religious opinions without dis- 
turbance or reproach. But the people among whom 
he came to reside, were almost as intolerant as those 
ho had left ; and he soon found it necessary to seek 
another asylum. Having ascertained that the ter- 
ritory on lioth sides of Chesapeake Bay was inhabited 
only by the Indians, he conceived the project of plant- 
ing there a new colony for the benefit of all persons 
who might be anxious to escape from religious perse- 
cution. He returned to England, and obtained from 
Charles I. a grant of the territory he had explored, 
but died before the requisite formalities were com- 
pleted. It was confirmed, however, to his eldest son 
and heir, Cecil Calvert, Lord Baltimore, and the 
charter granted more ample ])rivilegcs than had ever 
before been conceded to a subject. The new colony 

• Hale. pp. 131— 137. Clarkson’s Life of Penn. jtMefni. Carey 
and Lea. pp. 173 , 
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was named Maryland, in honour of Henrietta Maria, 
the consort of Charles I. 

In February 1G34, the first settlers arrived at the 
moutli of the Potomac. They consisted of about 200 
emigrants, mostly Roman Catholics, headed by the 
Honourable Leonard Calvert, the Proprietor’s brother, 
as governor. At a conference with the Indians who 
dwelt on the shore, they purchased Yoamaco, a con- 
siderable village, the site of which is now occupied by 
St. Mary’s. By this wise and just measure, the 
natives were satisfied, convenient habitations and 
some cultivated land were obtained, and the first 
settlers were secured against the distressing efiects of 
a scarcity of provisions. The country was inviting ; 
and the favourable circumstances under which the 
settlement was commenced, soon attracted an influx of 
population. From the south. Episcopalians drove 
Puritans, — ^from the north, Puritans drove Episco- 
palians into its borders, where all were alike freely 
received and protected. To the honour of Lord Bal- 
timore and his associates, it is stated, that, so long as 
the Roman Catholics retained the ascendancy in tliis 
province, the Assembly passed no law trenching upon 
the liberty of conscience. But, when the distractions 
of England found their way into tlio colonies, Alary- 
land became the scene of revolt and civil war, owing 
chiefly to the madiinations of an unprincipled ad- 
venturer named Clayborne,* a member of the Virginia 

* Claybome had settled himself on Kent Island, which was in- 
cluded In the ! grant made to Lord Ualtimorc, and refusing to 
submit to his authority, he appealed to the Crown. When tho 
decision was given against him, he vindictively excited the Indians 
to hostilities, by persuading them that the new comers were 
Spaniards and enemies to the Virginians. An Indian war was the 
consequence in 1643, which lasted several years, and was productive 
of much distress. It endpd in the submission of the natives* by 
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council, who had contriFed to get himself nominated 
one of the parliamentary commissioners for reducing 
and governing the colonies within the Bay of Chesa- 
peake.” The power of the governor was overtlirown ; 
and an assembly, convened under the influence of the 
insurgent party, ordained, that persons professing tlie 
liomcin Catholic religion should not be considered as 
within the protection of the laws. Thus basely and 
ungratefully were the members of that communion 
persecuted by men whom they had taken to their 
bosom, and in a colony which they had founded for 
the express purpose of enjoying the free exercise of 
their religion. Laws unfavourable to the Quakers 
were also enacted. The affairs of the province rc- 
iiiaiiicd in an unsettled state, until the Restoration, 
when Philip Calvert was appointed governor by 
Charles JI., and the former order of things was re- 
stored. About this time, the number of White in- 
habitants was upwards of 12,000. 

In 1076, died Cecil, Lord Baltimore, the father of 
the colony. For more than forty years, he had 
directed its affairs as Proprietor, and had displayed, 
in all his conduct, a benevolent heart and an en- 
lightened understanding. In an age of bigotry, he 
was distinguished by his liberal opinions ; and though 
a member of the most intolerant church, was the 
steady friend of religious freedom. The records of 
the Maryland Assembly contain frequent memorials of 
the respect and affection entertained for his character. 

In the year Iflflfl, the repose of the Colony was 
again disturbed. A rumour was artfully circulated, 
that the Roman Catholics had leagued with the 
Indians to destroy all tlie Protestants in the province. 

the address of this same ** evil genius of Maryland/* the insurrec- 
tion of the Golouists_ia lG4fi was stirred up. 
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An armed association was immediately formed for tlic 
defence of the Protestant religion, and for asserting 
the rights of King William and Queen Mary, The 
magistrates attempted to p;ut down this association by 
force, but, meeting with few supporters, were com- 
pelled to abdicate the goTemmeiit. In 1692, Lionel 
Copley was appointed governor by commission from 
King William, and the Protestant faith according to 
the rites of the Church of England, was established by 
law. For twenty-seven years, the entire control of 
the province was vested in the Crown. In 1719, the 
Proprietor was restored to his rights, and he and his 
descendants continued to enjoy them till the Revolu* 
tion; when the people assumed the government, 
adopted a new constitution, and refused to admit the 
claims of Lord llaltimore to either jurisdiction or 
property.* IMaryland is, next to New J ersey, the most 
populous of all the Middle States in proportion to its 
fsize ; but one-fourth of the population consists of 
slaves, a great part of the province being of the same 
character as Virginia. 

The States of North and South Carolina were, up 
to the year 1729, under the siiperintciidenco and 
control of the same proprietors, being included in 
the same charter.f The first settlers were iieraons 

• ITalc, pp. 137—142. Carey and Lea, pp. 187—191. Lord Bal- 
timore's property in the lands, was confiscated on the ground of his 
being an absentee. At the close of the war, Henry Hatford, Estp, 
the natural son and heir of Lord Baltimore, petitioned the legis- 
lature of Maryland for his estate, but without succcs|k lie esti- 
mated his loss of quit-rents, valued at 29 years purchase, and in- 
cluding arrears, at 259,488/., and the value of his manors and re* 
served lands at 327*441/. 

t North Carolina, we have seen, was the first scat of English 
colonisation in North America, the disastrous (lusition of Uoanoke 
being within its limits. It was included in the patent granted in 
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fleeing from religious intolerance in Virginia, who, 
between the yeara 1640 and 1650, without license 
from * any authority, established themselves in the 
fertile tract to the north of Albemarle Sound. In 
1661, another settlement was made near the mouth of 
Clarendon River, by adventurers from Massadiusetts ; 
but they abandoned it two years ‘ afterwards, owing 
chiefly to disagreements with the natives. Their 
place was supplied, in 1665, by 600 emigrants from 
Barbadoes, who purchased a considerable tract of land 
from Sir William Berkeley on advantageous con- 
ditions, and carried on a profitable commerce with 
that island. While these settlements were struggling 
with the difficulties incident to their situation, a grant 
was made by King Charles (in 1663), of all the terri- 
tory between the parallels of 31° and 36°, to Lord 
Clarendon and seven others, with ample powers of 
government.* To encourage emigration, public as- 
surances were given, that all settlers should enjoy un- 
restricted religious liberty, and be governed by a free 
assembly. The settlers on Albemarle Sound were, on 
certain conditions, to retain their lands. They were, 
however, dissatisfied with the regulations imposed, 
and revolted ; but, their grievances being redressed, 
they, in 1668, submitted to the new order ''f things. 
At the request of the proprietors, a constitution for 
the new colony was drawn np by the celebrated John 

1584 to Six Walter Raleigh under the general name of Virginia. 
Rut no permanent settlement was made till the middle of the fol- 
lowing century. 

* This grant was first made by Charles I., in KjfiO, to Sir Robert 
Heathf the country being designated by the name of Carolina ; 
and, as usual, it was made to extend flrom the Atlantic to the 
South Sea. Under this grant, no settlement was made; and the 
patentee having neglected to comply with the conditions. It was 
transferred to Lord Clarendon. A second charter enlarged the 
bouudarios as far south as latitude 
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Locke ; but the aristocratic features of this singular 
instrument were ill-adapted to the sentiments and 
habits of the people for whom it was prepared, and the 
attempt to put it in force was followed by an insur- 
rection * The palatinei or president, and the mem- 
bers of his parliament or council, wcge overpowered 
and imprisoned; and for two years, the authority 
remained in the hands of the insurgents. They at 
length submitted, before an armed force could be ar- 
rayed against them. For many years afterwards, a 
state of things prevailed in North Carolina very un- 
favourable to the improvement of the colony. The 
government was feebly and corruptly administered, 
and morals were greatly relaxed. The pro£p*ess of the 
settlement was so slow, that, in 1702, the whole pro- 
vince is said to have contained only 6000 persons. 

The first settlement within tlie limits of South 
Carolina was made by Governor Sayle, under the di- 
rection of the Lords Proprietors, with a few emigrants 
from England, at Port Royal, in 1670. Dissatisfied 
with this station, he removed his colony, next year, 
to the western bank of Ashley River, and there laid 

* This constitution! consisting of 120 articles! prorided» that a 
president! to be called the Palatine! should be elected from among 
the proprietors! to hold the olHcc for life ; that an hereditary no- 
bility should be creatcd> of landgraves and caciques! the former to 
possess lOiOuO, the latter 4000 acres s the estates and titles to 
descend concurrently for ever; that the parliament should be 
composed of the proprietors or their deputies, the nobllityt and 
representatives chosen by the ftccholdcars once In two years ; but 
tills parliament could not originate laws ; it was only to decide 
upon propositions laid before it by a grand council composed of 
the palatlncj nobility, and proprl^rs. In South Carolina, the 
quafifleations of nobility appear to have been laid down on a 
larger scale. There were to be three orders ; barons, caciques, 
and landgraves; the first to possess 12,000, the second 2*1,000, and 
the third. 4UjOOO acicsi whi^Ii were to be unalienable ftom their 
fhuiUics, 
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ilie foundation of Old Charleston, so named in honour 
of the King. The site was injudiciously chosen, and 
a second removal took place in 1680, to Oyster Point, 
at the confluence of the rivers Ashley and Cooper, 
where the foundation of the present city of Charleston 
was laid. The new settlement soon attracted many 
inhabitants from that at Clarendon, and at length 
entirely exhausted it. Being remote from Albemarle, 
the Proprietors 'established a separate government 
over it ; and hence arose the distinctive appellations 
of North and South Carolina. 

. Several circumstances contributed to promote the 
growth of this colony. The conquest of New York 
induced many of the Dutdi to resort to it. From 
England, Puritans came to avoid the profaneness and 
licentiousness which disgraced the court of Charles II., 
and cavaliers to retrieve their fortunes, exhausted by 
the civil wars. The revocation of the Edict of Nantx 
contributed greatly to its prosperity, not so much by 
the numbers as by the respectability *of the French 
refugees who crossed the Atlantic and settled in Caro« 
lina. Many of these exiles were ridi ; all were in- 
dustrious ; and by their exemplary demeanour, they 
so far gained the good-will of the Proprietors, that 
they directed the Governor to permit them to elect 
representatives. The English Episcopalians, how- 
ever, unwilling that any who did not belong to their 
church, should be associated with themselves in the 
enjoyment of the rights of freemen, were exasperated, 
and opposed the concession with great clamour and 
zeal. They even went so far as to propose to enforce 
with respect to them the laws of England against 
foreigners, insisting that they could not legally possess 
real estates in tho colony. They also maintained, that 
their marriages, being solemnized by French Presby. 
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tei'ian ministerB, were void, and that the children 
could not inherit the property of their fathers. The 
strangers were alarmed at the display of this illiberal 
and intolerant spirit ; but, countenanced by the Go- 
vernor, they remained in the colony, and withdrew, 
for the time, their claim to the right of suffrage. The 
ferment, liowever, did not subside on the removal of 
the cause which had excited it ; and such were the 
general turbulence and disorder, that, in 1695, it was 
deemed necessary to send over one of the proprietors, 
John Archdale, a Quaker, as Governor of both the 
Carolines, with full powers to redress all grievances. 
He succeeded in restoring order, but found the anti- 
pathy against the unfortunate refugees too strong to 
admit of any immediate legislative remedy. He there- 
fore prudently abstained from pressing the measure ; 
and in a few years, as he anticipated, the French 
Protestants were admitted by the General Assembly 
to all the rights and privileges of citizens and freemen. 
The constitution of Locke had been abrogated by the 
Proprietors, at the request of the Carolinians, in 1693; 
and each colony had afterwards its separate council 
and representative assembly. 

In the year 1700, the peace of the colony was again 
disturbed, by the attempt of Lord Granville, one of 
the Proprietors, to establish Episcopacy in the Caro- 
lines, in direct violation of the stipulations that had 
been made in favour of liberty of conscience. Moore, 
the Governor, who was the venal tool of Lord Granville, 
succeeded, by means of bribery, in procuring a sub- 
servient majority in the Assembly, although a majority 
of the colonists were Dissenters. A law was passed, 
establishing the Episcopal polity, and excluding Dia- 
senters from a seat in the Assembly. On its being 
laid ^before the Proprietors for their sanction. Arch* 



128 


NORTH AMERICA, 


dale, who had returned to England, opposed it witli 
spirit and ability ; but Lord Granville declared him- 
self in favour of it, and it received confirmation. The 
Dissenters, who thus saw themselves iniquitously 
deprived of the privileges for which they had aban- 
doned their native country and encountered the hard- 
ships of a wilderness, appealed to the House of Lords ; 
and in 1705, the obnoxious act was annulled by the 
British Government. The contest, however, between 
the Proprietors and the Assembly, did not terminate 
here. The settlers began to think that the control of 
a monarch was to be preferred to the tyranny of an 
oligarchy ; and it was not long before fresh cause of 
complaint exasperated them to throw off the yoke. 

In 1715, after several years of profound peace, an 
Indian war broke out. All the tribes from Florida to 
Gape Fear, had for some time been engaged in a con- 
spiracy to extirpate the Whites ; and on the morning 
of April 16, the first blow wa.s strud^. At Focataligo 
and the settlements round Port Royal, ninety persons 
were massacred ; and the inhabitants of the latter 
place escaped only by embarking precipitately on board 
a vessel then in Uie harbour, and sailing to Charleston. 
The northern Indians at the same time attacked the 
settlements on their borders : many of the colonists 
were killed, and others fled to Charleston. Governor 
Craven, at the head of 1200 men, marched against the 
savages ; and at Salteatchers, an obstinate and bloody 
battle was fought, in which the Whites were victorious. 
The Indians were driven out of the province, and fled 
to Florida, where they met with a friendly reception 
from the Spaniards, who had probably excited them to 
hostilities. In this short war, 400 Whites were killed ; 
properly of great value was destroyed ; and a large 
debt was contracted. The Proprietors, though ear^ 
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nestly solicited, refused to afford any relief, or to con- 
tribute anything to the discharge of the debt. The 
Assembly, therefore, determined to remunerate the 
colony, by disposing of the land from which Uie Indians 
had been driven. The terms were so advantageous, 
that 500 Irishmen immediately came over, and planted 
themselves on the frontiers. The Proprietors, how- 
ever, refused to sanction the proceedings of the Assem- 
bly, and deprived these jioor emigrants of their lands. 
Some, reduced to extreme poverty, perished from 
want ; others removed to the northern colonies ; and 
the strong barrier between the old settlements and the 
Indians being thus removed, the country became again 
exposed to their barbarous incursions. The indig- 
nation excited by this infatuated- conduct on the part of 
the Proprietors, was still further heightened by the cor- 
rupt and oppressive conduct of Chief Justice Trott, and 
of Rhett, the receiver- general, who, notwithstanding 
the representations of the Governor and Council, were 
continued in their offices, and even thanked for their 
services. The patience of the people was at length 
exhausted. In 1719, at a general review of the militia 
at Charleston, occasioned by a threatened invasion of 
the colony from Florida, tlie officers and soldiers 
bound themselves by a solemn compact to support 
each other in resisting the tyranny of the Proprietors. 
The Assembly, which was then in session, presented 
an address to the Governor, inviting him to administer 
the government in the name of the King ; and on his 
refusal, they elected a new Governor. The whole 
matter was ultimately brought before the King in 
Council ; and, after a full heai’ing, it was decided, that 
both colonies should be taken under the protection of 
the Crown. In 17'29, seven of the Proprietors gave 
up thcii' claims to the Crown, on receiving an indem« 
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nity; Lord Carteret only never formally ceded Iiiti 
share. From this time^ the two Carolinas had separate 
governors appointed by the Crown, as well as distinct 
assemblies ; and under their control, the colonies 
prospered. The soil in the interior of North Caro- 
lina being found to be much more fertile than that on 
the coast, the settlements rapidly advanced into the 
wilderness. From tlie more northern colonies, par- 
ticularly Pennsylvania, numbers were allured into 
this region by the mildness of the climate and the 
greater facility of obtaining the necessaries of life. 
The insiirrections in England in favour of thd Stuarts, 
in 1715 and sent a number of exiles to South 

Carolina ; many arrived from Germany and Switaer. 
land ; and the British Government transported l.^>00 
French colonists from Nova Scotia. In one year, ]7(}2, 
the number of emigrants who arrived from Europe, 
chiefly foreign Protestants, exceeded IflOO. Between 
the years 1755 and 1759, the hostile incursions of the 
Cherokees, and a destructive visitation of the small- 
pox, occasioned a great deal of siiifering ; Imt, from 
that period till the Bevolutiou, the province enjoyed 
great prosperity, and rapidly advanced in population.* 

Of the thirteen provinces which united in the de- 
claration of Independence in 1770 , Georgia was the 
last settled. The country lying within its present 
boundaries was, previously to the year 1733, a wilder* 

* The prosperity of the Carolinas was materially promoted by 
an accidental circumstance. Towards the end of the seventemth 
century, a vessel from Madagascar touched at one of its ports, Uic 
captain of which presented to Governor Smith a hag of seed-rice, 
informing him of the manner of cultivating it. The seed was 
divided among several planters, and was found fully to answer ex- 
pectation. Uy tills means was introduced what soon became one 
of the staple commodities of the pcovinccb 
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ness"; and, though comprehended within the charter 
of Carolina, had been claimed by Spain. A TCry large 
portion of this State is, in fact, still occupied by the 
Indians; and in 1820, the total AVhite population 
was under 200,000 persons. 

The circumstances under which the first settlement 
of Georgia was undertaken, were altogether different 
from those of the older colonics. The depressed state 
of trade and industry in Great Britain, led several 
benevolent individuals to form themselves into an as- 
sociation fill- assisting such indigent persons as might 
be disposed to emigrate. The project met with the 
public support and the patronage from Government 
which its disinterested object merited ; and a patent 
was granted by George II., dated in 1732, conveying 
to a corporation of twenty-one tnistees, the territory 
which, in comjilimont to his Majesty, recedved the 
name of Georgia. In Novemlicr of that year, 113 
emigrants embarked at Gravesend, at the head of 
whom the Trustees had placed General Oglethorpe, a 
zeiilous and active promoter of the philanthropic 
scheme. On their arrival at Charleston in January 
1773 , the Carolinians, sensible of the advantage of 
having a barrier between them and the southern In- 
dians, gave the adventurers a cordial reception, sup. 
plying them with provisions and bouts to convey them 
to the place of their destination. Yamacraw Bluff, 
since called Savannah from the Indian name of the 
river, was selected as the most eligible place for a set- 
tlement; and a treaty being held with the Creek 
Indians, a large tract of land was obtained by cession. 
The next year, between 500 and 000 emigrants ar- 
rived, to each of whom was assigned a portion of the 
uncleared .territory. But it w'as soon found, that 
these people, who were the refuse of cities, having 
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been rendered poor by idleness or irresolute by poverty, 
were not fitted to fell the mighty groves of Georgia. 
A race more hardy and enterprising was required for 
dearing the wilderness. The Trustees, therefore, 
issued fresh proposals, inviting settlers who had not, 
by poverty or persecution, been rendered objects of 
compassion, and offering to all who should repair to 
the colony, 50 acres of land. In consequence of this 
offer, more than 400 persons from Scotland, Switzer- 
land, and Germany arrived in 1735. The Germans 
settled at Kbenezer; the Scotch at New Inverness, 
now Darien.* In addition to a previous grant, the 
British Parliament now voted 25,000/. for the benefit 
of the colony. In 1740, when the Trustees rendered 
an account of their administration, 2493 emigrants 
had arrived in Georgia, of whom 1521 were indigent 
Englishmen or pcrseaited Protestants from the Con- 
tinent. The benefactions and parliamentary grants 
in aid of the benevolent enterprise, had amounted to 
nearly half a million of dollars ; and it was computed, 
that every emigrant sent out and maintained by the 
Trustees, had cost, on the average, more than 300 
dollars. 

The sanguine hopes which the Trustees had che- 
rished, that the colony, planted at so vast an expense, 
would prosper, and the objects of their beneficence 
be rendered comfortable, were completely disappointed. 
The indifferent character of the greater part of the 
settlers, was not the only impediment to its prospe- 
rity. The restrictions imposed upon its commerce, and 

■ The visit of the cclchroted J(din Wesley to Gcorgbif In 1736, 
for tlie puriXMe of preaching to the ctdonista, and evangelising the 
Indians, and the repeated visits of Whitfield, with a view more 
esiHicially to establish an Orphan-house, are deserving of most 
honourable record in the annals of the colony ; but, in the present 

Istorical sketch, they must be passed over, Juvhig no result of 
any political impoitance. 
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the regulations respecting the tenure of land, liad the 
effect of driving many of the settlers into Carolina, 
and of otherwise hindering the growth of the colony. 
Taking as their model the feudal tenures, the Trustees 
granted the lands in tail-male, and on the failure of 
male heirs, they were to revert to the donors ; any 
part of the land that was not cleared, inclosed, and 
cultivated within eighteen years, was also to revert to 
the Trustees ; and the lands were to be held on tlie 
condition of military duty, each possessor to appear 
in arms when called upon for the public defence. By 
another regulation, evidently dictated by the most 
humane policy, the importation of negroes and the use 
of rum were absolutely prohibited, which deprived the 
colonists of an excellent market in the West Indies 
for the sale of their lumber. Owing to these cimim- 
staiicf^, the whole annual exports of Georgia did not, 
in I7il0, exceed 10,000/. sterling. 

The war with Spain, which broke out in 1740, 
te]ide<l also to retard the advancement of the colony. 
Governor Oglethorpe, being promoted to the rank of 
general in the British army, at the head of 2000 men, 
partly from Virginia and the Carolinas, undertook an 
expedition against Florida. lie took two Spanish 
forts, and laid siege to St. Augustine; but, encounter- 
ing an obstinate resistance, was compelled to return 
unsuccessful to Georgia. Two years afterwards, this 
invasion was retaliated by a large Spanish force. An 
expedition of thirty-two sail, with 3000 men, arrived 
In the river Alatamaha, and took jiossession of Fort 
St. Simon, which Oglethorpe had previously abandoned. 
In the mean time, the British General, having assem- 
bled 700 men, together with a body of Indians, at 
Frederica on the island of St. Simon, prepared for a 
vigorous defence, in the hope of being able to resist 
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the enemy till reinforcements should arrive from Ca- 
rolina. While one portion of his little army were 
employed in strengthening the fortifications, the High- 
landers and Indians, ranging night and day through 
the woods, harassed the enemy's outposts. A night 
attadc upon one of the Spanish positions, led by 
Oglethorpe in person, was frustrated by a French sol- 
dier of his party, ivlio deserted to the Spaniards. The 
Oeneral was not only chagrined at this occurrence, 
hut had reason to apprehend instant danger from the 
disdosure of his weakness, whidi the deserter would 
make to the enemy. In this embarrassment, ho had 
recourse to the happily conceived expedient of address- 
ing a letter to the deserter, containing instructions as 
to the information he was to give the Spaniards, and 
referring to the strong reinforcements he was expect- 
ing. For a small bribe, a Spanish prisoner engaged to 
deliver this letter to the deserter, and, as was foreseen, 
he carried It directly to the Spanish general, who or- 
dered the deserter to be put in irons as a spy. But, 
although his suspicions were awakened, he felt as yet 
uncertain whether the whole might not be a stratagem 
of his antagonist, till three small vessels of war ap- 
peared off tho coast. Supposing that these brought 
the reinforcements alluded to in the letter to the 
deserter, ho hesitated no longer, but determined to 
make a vigorous attack upon the English, before they 
could ho landed. Fortunately, by mere accident, 
General Oglethorpe obtained information of their de- 
sign, and planted a small party in ambuscade. The 
Spanianls, having advanced near them, halted to rest, 
and laid aside their arms. A sudden and well directed 
fire from the nmhiiscade, killing many, threw the 
onemy into confusion. After a few more discharges, 
the Spaniards fied to their fortifications, wliich they 



NORTH AMERICA. 


135 


demolished, and hastily embarking, made every effort 
to escape from the reinforcements that were supposed 
to be approaching, leaving behind several pieces of 
artillery, with provisions and military stores. Thus 
was Georgia, with trifling loss, delivered from the 
most imminent danger ; and General Oglethorpe not 
only retrieved, but raised his reputation by his address 
and good fortune. The S|)anish commander was, on 
his inglorious return, arrested, tried, and cashiered. 

The restoration of peace, shortly afterwards, freed 
the colonists from any further apprehension of foreign 
invasion ; but the plantations languished, and conti- 
nued to require the aid of benevolent contributions. 
At length, disappointed in their hopes, and wearied 
out by complaints, the Trustees surrendered their 
charter to the Crown ; and in 1754, a royal govern- 
ment was established over the colony, with regulations 
and privileges similar to those of the older settlements. 
In 1753, all the lands lying between the rivers Alata- 
inaha and St. Mary’s, were aiinczcd to Georgia by 
royal proclamation. From this period, the colony 
began to make a rapid progress in prosperity and po- 
pulation. The rich swamps and low lands on tho 
rivers began to be brought into cultivation, and the 
effects of judicious government were soon visible in 
the annually increasing quantity of rice and indigo 
exported to the mothcr-country. In 1763, the value 
of the exports was not more ^an 27,000f. sterling ; 
but in 1773, they amounted to upwards of 121,000A 
The state of Georgia has been considerably enlarged, 
since the Kevolutioii,.by cessions of territory from the 
Creek Indians. 

We have now taken a rapid review of the original 
settlement and early annals of the thirteen provinces 
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tirhich united in the declaration of Independence at the 
commencement of the Revolution, Kentucky, which 
was first settled by Colonel Daniel Boon, in 1773, had 
not then been recognized as a distinct state. Vermont, 
which was first colonized by emigrants from Connec- 
ticut and other parts of New England, in the year 1721, 
was not admitted into the Union till the year 1701 ; * 
and Ohio, which was not explored and occupied before 
the year 17679 was first created a separate state in 1803. 
The following table will serve the purpose of a distinct 
recapitulation : — 


Tirftt fermanmt teftlemcnt. Jiff whom, 

I ViAoiwiA . ^ Virginia Company. 

I. YiaoxNiA Delaware, Governor. 

II. Nxw Englano. 

1 me 1 . liM/k m f Mr. RobinMin and his congregation. 

l.HMHcfaiiKtU Ifla0.7| c«pt. John Enilfcot and C^^uiy. 

8. New Hampshire l(ii24* ‘Captain Mason's Colony. 

3. Connecticut • •• -ICSS* ‘SetUers from Massachuscttii. 

4. Rhode Island • . . 1(i38* - Roger Williams and Wa Coddlngtcoi. 
HI. Maryland • •• -IGM- -Lord Baltimore. 

IV. Njbw York • • f 1614- -By the Dutch. 

Nkw jRRBxy I l(i64- -Conquered by the English. 

„ ^ f Emigrants from Barbadocs, and Cover- 

V. CABOLri»A...a0(»-70| .^SayWi Colony. 

VI. Prnnsylvanxa \ William Penn. " (Delaware wasi^pre- 

Dkla WARR - • j 1 viously settled by the wedes iu lUiff , ) 

VII. Gkorgia 2733- - General Oglctlioqie. 


When the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 17^8, put an 
end to those hoslilities between Great Britain and 
France, which had disturbed the peace of America also, 
the number of inhabitants in the Thirteen Colonies 
was about eleven hundred thousand. Tlie English 
settlements had not advanced far into the wilderness, 
but extended along tlie ocean from Newfoundland to 
Florida. Those of the French, in Canada, reached 

• This territory was long claimed both by New York and by New 
Hampshire: Its political existence^ aa a separate govermneot, 
dates from 17i7« 
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from tlie moiitli of the St. Lawrence to Montreal; and 
they had built forts and trading-houses on Lake On- 
tario. In the south, they had founded New Orleans 
on the Mississippi (a.d. 1717) ; and, in virtue of having 
discovered that river, they laid daim to its fertile valley 
and the whole country watered by its tributaries. They 
at length determined to connect their northern and 
southern settlements, by a chain of posts extending 
along the frontiers of the English from Lake Ontario 
to the Ohio, and down that river and the Alississippi 
to New Orleans. While they were intent on this 
project, a company of English trailers, having obtained 
from the King a -grant of land, established trading>- 
lioiises on the banks of the Ohio. The French seized 
some of these trailers, and conveyed them prisoners to 
Canada ; and when the Governor of Virginia, to 
which colony the land granted was considered as be- 
longing, sent a letter of remonstrance to the French 
commander oti the Ohio, reipiiring him to withdraw 
his troops, he returned for reply, that he had taken 
possession of the country in pursuance of directions 
from his General, then in Canada, to whom lie would 
transmit the Governor's letter. This answer being 
far from satisfactory, preparations were made in Vir- 
ginia to maintain by force the rights of the British 
Crown. In this service, the illustrious Washington, 
then a young man of only one-and -twenty, first distin- 
guished himself. On the death of the colonel first 
appointed, the command of the regiment raised for this 
purpose was entrusted to him ; and at the head of 
about 400 men, he advanced, early in the spring, into 
the disputed territory. On his route, he met with 
and defeated a French party, and wa^advaiicing 
towards Fort Du Qiiesne, at the junction of the Alie- 
gh;iny and the Monongahela, when he learned that 
I 3 
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the commander of the fort, De Villier, at the head of 
000 men, was marching out to attack him. Colonel 
Washington was compelled hy this intelligence to 
halt ; and he hastily erected some imperfect works, by 
means of which he hoped to be able to maintain his 
defence until the arrival of reinforcements. He was 
closely invested by De VilUer, and, after an obstinate 
resistance, was offered honourable terms of capitula- 
tion, which he accepted, and returned with his regi- 
ment to Virginia. 

This conduct on the part of the French convinced 
the British Cabinet, that their claims to the territory 
watered by the Ohio must either be relinquished, or 
bo maintained by tlie sword. They did not hesitate 
which alternative to clioose. Early in the spring of 
17d5, they despatched General Braddock to America, 
with a respectable force, to expel the French from the 
territory ; and Admiral Boscawen was ordered to in- 
tercept the French fleet which was expected to arrive 
with a reinforcement to the anny in Canada, before 
it should enter the Gulf of St. Lawrence. In April, 
General Braddock met the governox's of the several 
provinces, to confer upon the plan of the ensuing cam- 
paign, when three expeditions were resolved upon ; 
one against F<irt Du Qtiesne, to be commanded by 
General Braddock in person ; one against Forts Nia- 
gara and Frontinac, to be commanded by Governor 
Shirley ; and one against Crown Point, to bo cxeaited 
by colonial troops raisctl in New England and New 
York, under General Johnson. 

'While preparations were making for these expedi- 
tions, anojiber, whicli had been previously concerted, 
was carrffi on against the French foi'ces in Nova 
Scotia. This province was first settled by the French, 
but had been ceded to the English bv tlxe treaty of 
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Utredit. Its boundaries, however, not havlnfff been 
defined, the French ooiitlniied to occupy a portion of 
the territory daimed by the British, and erected forts 
for their defence. To gain possession of these, was the 
object of the expedition. About 20G0 militia, com- 
manded by Colonel Winslow, embarked at Boston, and 
being joined, on their passage, by 300 regulars, arrived 
at the place of their destination in April. The forts 
were invested ; the resistance made was feeble and 
incfTectual ; and in a short time, the Kiiglish had 
gained possession of the province, according to their 
own definition of its boundaries, with the trifling loss 
of three men killed. 

The preparations of General Braddock in Virgi- 
nia had proceeded slowly. It had licen found ex- 
tremely difiiciilt to procure liorscs, w^aggons, and ]>ro- 
visioiis. Impatient of delay, he determined to set out 
with twelve hundred men, selected from the dificrent 
corps, and proceeded as rapidly as possible towards 
Fort Du Quesiie. The residue of the army and the 
heavy baggage were left under the command of Colonel 
Dunliar, who was directed to follow as soon as the 
preparations were completed. 

Braddock had lieeii educated in the English army ; 
and in the science of war, as then taught in Europe, 
he deserved and enjoyed the reputation of more than 
ordinary skill. Of this reputation he was vain, and 
disdained to consider that his skill was totally inappli- 
cable to the mode of warfare practised in the forests of 
America. Before he loft England, lie was repeatedly 
admonished to beware of a surprise ; and on his march 
tlirougli the wilderness, the provincial officers fre- 
quently entreated him to scour the surrouinmig thick- 
ets. But he held these officers and the enemy in too 
much Goutempt to listen to this salutary counsel. On 
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approaching Fort Du Qiiesne, Colonel Washington, 
who accompanied him as his aide-de-camp, made a last 
attempt to induce him to change his order of mardu 
lie explained the Indian mode of warfare, represented 
his dangers, and offered to take command of the pro- 
vincials, and place himself in advance of the army. 
This offer was dedined. The General proceeded, con- 
fident of the propriety of his conduct ; the provindals 
followed, trembling for the consequences. 

On the 9tli of July, the army crossed the Monoii- 
gahela, witliin a few miles of Du Quesne. Their route 
led through a defile which they had nearly passed, 
when a tremendous yell and instantaneous discharge 
of fire-arms suddenly burst upon them from an invi- 
sible foe. The van was thrown into confusion. The 
General led the main body to its support. For a mo- 
ment, order was restored ; and a short cessation of the 
enemy^s fire, occasioned by the death of their com- 
mander, seemed to indicate that all danger was over. 
But the attadc was soon renewed with increased fury. 
Concealed behind trees, logs, and rocks, the Indians 
poured upon the troops a deadly and incessant fire. 
Officers and men fell thickly around, and the survivors 
knew not where to direct their aim to revenge their 
slaughtered comrades. The whole body was again 
thrown into confusion. The General, obstinate and 
courageous, refused to retreat, but bent his whole 
efforts to restore and maintain order. He persisted in 
these efforts, until five horses had been shot under 
him, and every one of his ofiicers on horseback, except 
Colonel Washington, was either killed or wounded. 
The Geij^al at length fell, and the rout became uni- 
versal. The troops fled precipitately, until they met 
the division under Dunbar, then sixty miles in the 
rear. To this body, the same panic was communi- 
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cated. Turning about, they fled with the rest ; and 
although no enemy had been Been during the engage- 
ment, nor afterwards, yet the army continued retreat- 
ing until it reached Fort Cumberland, 120 miles from 
the place of action. There they remained but a short 
time. With the remnant of the army, amounting to 
fifteen hundred men. Colonel Dunbar, upon whom, 
on the death of Braddock, the command devolved, 
mardhed to Philadelphia, leaving the frontiers of Peux»- 
sylvania and Virginia destitute of defence. The pro- 
vincial troops, whom Braddock had so much despised, 
displayed during the battle the utmost calmness and 
courage. Though placed in the rear, they alone, led 
on by Washington, advanced against the Indians, and 
covered the retreat. Had they been permitted to 
fight in their own way, they could easily have de- 
feated the enemy. In this battle, sixty-four out of 
eighty-five officers were cither killed or wounded, and 
at least one half of the privates. 

The two northern expeditions, though not so 
disastrous, were both unsuccessful. General Shirley, 
who had been appointed to command that against 
Niagara, met with so many delays, that he did not 
reach Oswego till late in August. While embarking 
there, to proceed against Niagara, tlie autumnal ruins 
began ; his troops became discouraged, his Indian allies 
deserted him, and he was compelled to relinquish his 
design. 

The forces destined to attack Crown Point, and 
the requisite military stores, could not bo collected at 
Albany until the last of August. Thence the army, 
under the command of General Johnson, proceeded to 
the south end of Lake George, on their wky to the 
place of destination. There he learned that the 
armament fitted out in the ports of France, eluding 
the English squadron, hud arrived at Quebec, and 
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that Barou Dieskau, commander of the French forcefi, 
was advancing with an army towards the territories 
of the English. Ho halted, erected slight breast- 
works, and detached Colonel Williams with a thousand 
men, to impede the progress of the enemy. Dieskan, 
who was near, was immediately informed of the ap- 
proach of this detachment. Without losing a moment, 
he directed his troops to conceal themselves. The 
English advanced into the midst of their enemy, and, 
from every quarter, received, at the same m<}ineiit, a 
sudden and unexpected fire. Their leader fell, and 
the men fied in disorder to the camp. They were fol- 
lowed closely by the enemy, who approached within 
150 yards of the breastwork : and had they made an 
immediate assault, would probably, such was the panic 
of the English, have been successful. But here they 
halted to make dispositions for a regular attack. 
The Indians and Canadians were dc.spatchcd to the 
fianks, and the regular troops began the attack with 
firing, by platoons, at the centre. Their fire was 
ineffectual, and the provincials gradually resumed 
their courage. A few disdiarges of the artillery drove 
the Canadians and Indians to the swamps. The 
regulars, although deserted by the auxiliaries, main- 
tained the conflict for more than an hour, with much 
steadiucss and resolution. Diuskau, convinced that 
all his efforts must be unavailing, then gave orders to 
retreat. This produced some confusion, which being 
perceived by the provincials, they simultaneously, 
and without orders, leaped over the intrench men ts, 
fell upon the French soldiers, and killed, captured, or 
dispersed them. The Baron was wounded and made 
prisoner. The next day. Colonel Blanchard, who 
commanded at Fort Edward, despatched Captain 
McGinnis of New Hampshire, with 200 men, to the 
assistances of General Johnson. On his way, ho dis- 
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covered between 300 and 400 of the enemy seated 
round a pond, not far from the place where Colonel 
Williams liad been defeated. Notwithstanding his 
inferiority in numbers, he determined to attndc them. 
So impetuous was the onset, that, after a sharp con- 
flict, tlie enemy fled : the brave captain, however, was 
mortally wounded. In the several engagements, the 
provincials lost about 200 men : the enemy, upwards 
of 700. 

** General Johnson, though strongly importuned 
by the Government of Massachusetts, refused to 
proceed upon his expedition, which was abandoned, 
and most of his troops returned to their respective 
colonies. Tiius ended the campaign of 17o5. It 
opened with the brightest prospects; immense pre- 
parations had been made ; yet, not one of the objects 
of the three great expeditions hud been attained. Dur- 
ing tlio full and winter, the southern colonies were 
ravaged, and the usual barbarities perpetrated upon 
the frontier inhabitants by tlio savages, who, on the 
defe.at of Braddock, and the retreat of his army, saw 
notiiiiig to restrain their fury. In Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania, disputes existed between the Governor and 
the legislatures, wliich prevented all attention to tlic 
means of defence. Scarcely a post was maintained, or 
a soldier employed in their service.*’* 

The Colonies, far from being discouraged by the 
misfortunes of the campaign, determined to renew 
and increase their exertions ; and General Shirley, tlie 
Governor of Massachusetts, to whom the superin- 
tendence of all the military operations was confided, 
majJe his preparations with his usual activity and 
zeal. While thus engaged, the official information 
was received from England, of his being supcrHcded 
in the command ; and on the 2Cth of June, General 


* Hale, pp. ia!>>-J74. 



and placed himself at Ui^||tod , 
of the which now consisted of about j||BM 

men. the most numerous and efficient force UnlRBld 
^ ^ 
ever been assembledjn America. 

Sinf^lar as it may appear, while thi/ sanguinary 
war was raging in^e French and English colonies,* 

^ the intercourse between the two naiUlhb in Europe, 
not only remained iinlntfmipte}^ but Ibemed more . 
than . usually amifjable.f This unnatural etate -of 
things could not long continue. Oreat Aritain declared 
war in May, and France in June. French wene, 

liowever, the first to commence acjbive operations. 
The change of commanders jand other formalities 
delayed the operations of the English army : and the 
French had laid siege tf Osw^o, before General 
AFebli ^minenced liis .xmifch for the relief of that 
important post. It suriseildered oiiiAhe 1 4th of August ; 
upon which Genbral Webb retreated to Albany. Lord 
Loudon, who had been'appointed coillmander4n-chief 
0 ||er all the British forces in the colonies, decided 
that it was now too late in the season to attempt any 
thing further ; and he devoted t|ie remainder .of the 
season to making preparations foir aii early aiid Vigorous 
campaign the ensuing year. Thus inglorioudy closed 
the second campaign, without any Mvwtage having 
been gained by the British arms. This ivant of suc- 
■«es8 was attributed by the Colonists to the removal of 
■ tha provincial who were wdl acquainted with 

the theatre of operations,* but whom' tbe Britilh 

• In IndlSj the treaty pf Alx- 1 a>blifpclh did not even iiiqpc|id- 
the oontttt hirrled . ob GovihiaiBf of Pondidienr and 

Madni. under fbm giha oCaiixillariaste thf native powenf - 
. t The FKDcttliadlieeBdaslious oCosmkig the inask of amity for 
some time ]0l^p»,tllstt^ll4s^^ bettor opportoiiity of 

itaHitlimina theta gaiSlinis In North Ahntica. The EngUsh 
mlniatry, however, we^ well iqnNhed of their secret designs, and 
. -took their measores acednUngly. • ■ 
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M U atey, jealoas of colonial talent, |^ereiin^llii|g to 
Yet, the sevwal Assemblies,'' notwitnstanding 
thdPo^ saw themselves thus slighted, and their 
money annftdly squandered, majp all' the rented 
preparatiohsMquired of them. 

The t^ird campaign (17^7) ezhib^l^ a repetition of 
the aami disgiijpfeful inactivity and* scandalous mis- 
managementr -An Sxpeditipn was « planned against 
liOuMui^g, and a large armament sai}fid for that place ; 
but, on hearin|p>tl^at the garrison* had received a 
enforcement, t|ja plan was tameiy abandoned. The 
French were more active and more successful. The 
Marquis of Montcalm .made an attempt^ to suri>rise 
Fort William Henry, at the southern end of liake 
Oeoxge, in wtich he was defeated by the vigilance and 
bravery of the garrison; .but he subsequentjg laid 
siege to the Fort, at tlio heaid. of a more powerful 
force ; ’apd after a jppiliant defence 'under Colonel 
Monro, the Briti^ garrison, fidding all their solicita- 
tions for relief treated with utter disregard, capitui| 
lated on the promise of protection. The terms were 
shamefully violated. ;The dcf(ftccless troops were sur- 
rounded and attalcked with iiend-like fury by the- 
Indian allies of the Frcndi ; and no effort was made . 
to stop the massacre, till IdOp had beeit killed or 
hurried captives- into the wilderness. One scarcely 
knows which deserved thO most indignant execration, ' 
ihe perfidy and cruelty of the Frencu'' General, or the 
unfeeling snpiheness or cow^ice of the English com- 
mander, who abandoned .the gmison 90 their fate. 

These continaal dis^lsters c^ted at length in the 
British nation, geiieniMndiffaati(m'and alarm; and 
the king found it neqeimsy to dtimbv admiidstra* 
tlon whidi had Jusdy fprlSeitod thp .ocMii^enoii of the 

FAUX II. 
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country.* Mr. Pitt (afterwards Lord Chatham), was 
now made secretary of state ; and after a temfiorary 
secession, (the effect of antipathies and predilections 
In high places,) h* ffnally established in that 
office, June 29, 1757- Under his energetic adminis. 
tration, public cdnfidence revived, and the nation 
seemed inspired with new life and -vigour. Three 
expeditions were resolved upon for the next campaign, 
one of 12,000 men against Lonisburg ; one of 16,000 
men against Ticonderoga and Crown Point ; and one 
of 0000 against Fort Du Quesne* Lord lioudon 
having been recalled, the command of the expedition 
against Lonisburg was given to General Amherst, 
under whom General Wolfe served as a brigadier. 
The place was Invested on the 12th of June, and sur- 
rendered on tlie 26th of July.f The expedition against 
Ticonder<^ was commanded by General Aliercrombie, 
who attempted to take the place by assault, but met 
with a severe repulse.]; He then detached 3000 men, 
idiieOy provincials, against Fort Froiitinac on lioke 
Ontario, whidi contained a large quantity of mer- 
chandise, provisions, and military stores ; and the 
easy conquest of Uiis place, afforded some compensa- 
tion for the loss sustained in the unsuccessful attack 
upon Ticonderoga, while it materially facilitated the 

• The failure of Admiral Byng, who vras cmploycii to relieve 
Minorca, the capture of that island, the loss of Calcutta, and the 
lurrciider of Oswego, all took place in the same year, 1750; and 
threw a deep gloom over the public mind. 

t The garrison, consisting of SiiSfJ men, were mode prisoners of 
war. Five thl|is of the line were dcstroycfl in the harbour, and one 
taken. The British fleet was commanded by Admiral Uoscawen. 

:t In a skirmish before the fort with a small party of the laiemy, 
the gallant I.cird Howe, whose military talents and amiable virtues 
maile him the darling of the soldiery, was killed at the first fire. 
The assault cost the British above 1 WU men in killed and wounded. 
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operations of the third expedition, under General 
Forbes. The French at Du Qiiesne, who were deficient 
in provisions and stores, were, thereby deterred from 
risking^ the event of a siege. After dismantling the 
fort, they retired down the Ohio' to their settlements 
on the Mississippi ; and General Forbes, taking posses- 
sion of the place, changed its name to Pittsburgh, in 
honour of the Secretary of State. Thus, of the three 
expeditions, two had completely succeeded, and the 
leader of the other had made an important conquest. 
To the confidence inspired by the commanding talents 
of Mr. Pitt, and to the striking display of those talents 
in the choice of men to execute his plana, this change 
of fortune must in great measure be attnbiited. 

The plan marked out by this great minister for the 
ensuing campaign, was indicative of the boldness and 
energy of his genius. Three dififerent armies were to 
be led at the same time against the three strongest 
posts of the French in America; Niagara, Ticon- 
deit^, and C2uebec. In the beginning of July, 
General Prideaux embarked on Liake Ontario with 
the army destined to act against Niagara, and on the 
Cith, landed about three miles from the fort, lie im- 
mediately commenced a siege, in the progress of whidi 
he was killed by the bursting of a shell. The com- 
mand devolved upon Sir' William Johnson, to whom, 
after an engagement with an army of French and 
Indians, in which the latter were defeated, the fort 
surrendered. General Amherst, to whom was assigned 
the expedition against Ticonderoga, was unable to 
presentjiimself before that place till late in July. It 
was immediately abandoned by the enemy. The 
British General, after repairing the works, then pro- 
ceeded, against Crown Point, which was tdso deserted 
on his approach, the enemy retiring to the Isle-aux- 
K 2 
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Noix. To gain possession of this post, great efforts 
were made, and mudi time was consumed ; but a suo 
cession of storms on Lake Champlain prevented his 
accomplishing it, and the General was compelled to 
lead back his army to Crown Point, where he en- 
camped for the winter. 

The expedition against Quebec was the most daring 
as wdl as the most important. That place, strong by 
nature and fortified by art, had received the appella- 
tion of the Gibraltar of America. It had hitherto 
been found impregnable, and was now commanded by 
the Marquis of Montcalm, an officer of distinguished 
military reputation. An attempt to reduce it must 
have seemed chimerical to any one but Mr. Pitt ; and 
it would probably have proved so, had the bold and 
dangerous enterprise been entrusted by him to any 
other individual than General Wolfe. His] intrepid 
and discreet conduct at Louisburg had marked him 
out as the fit leader of the arduous expedition ; and 
he had assigned to him as his assistants, Brigadier- 
generals Monckton, Townshend, and Murray, — ^all, 
like himself, young and ardent, and emulous of military 
glory. Early in the season, he sailed from Halifax 
with 8000 troops, and about the last of June, landed 
the whole army on the Island of Orleans, a few miles 
below Quebec. Prom this position, a near and dis- 
tinct view could be taken of the obstacles to be sur- 
mounted ; and even the bold and sanguine mind of 
Wolfe perceived more to fear, than to hope for, in the 
enterprise.* 

Queliec stands on the north side of the St. Law- 
rence, and consists of an upper and lower town. The 

• In a letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt, written before commencing 
operations, bo dedaiod that be ww buQ little pcoqiect of xeducing 
the place. 
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lower town lies between the river and a bold and lofty 
eminenoe, which runs parallel to it, far westward. 
At the top of this eminence is a plain, upon which the 
upper town is situated. Bdow, or east of the city, is 
the river St. Charles, the diaunel of which is rough, 
and its banks are steep and broken. A short distance 
further down is the river Montmorency. Between 
these two rivers, and reaching from one to the other, 
was encamped the French army, strongly entrenched, 
and at least equal in number to that of the English. 
General Wolfe took possession of Point Bevi on the 
bank of the river opposite Quebec, and from that 
position cannonaded the town. Some injury was done 
to the houses, but his cannon were too far distant to 
make any impression upon the works of the enemy. 
He resolved to quit this post, to land below Mont- 
morency, and, passing that river, to attack the French 
General in his entrenchments. Ho succeeded in landing 
his troops, and with a portion of his army crossed the 
Montmorency. A partial engagement took place, in 
which the French obtained the advantage. Relinquish- 
ing this plan, he then determined, in concert with the 
Admiral, to destroy the French shipping and maga- 
zines. Two attempts were unsuccessful ; a third was 
more fortunate ; yet, but little was effected. At this 
juncture, intelligence arrived, that Niagara was taken, 
that Ticonderoga and Crown Point hi^ been aban- 
doned, but that General Amherst, instead of pressing 
forward to their assistance, was preparing to attack the 
Isle-auz^Noiz. 

Wolfe rejoiced at the triumph of his brethren 
in arms, but could not avoid contrasting their success 
with his own ill-fortiine. Ills mind, alike lofty and 
susceptible, was deeply impressed by the disasters at 
Montmorency ; and thif r:.treme chagrin of his spirits, 
preying upon hiB;delicate frame, sensibly affected his 
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health. He was observed frequently to sigh ; and as 
if life was only valuable while it added to his glory, he 
dedared to his intimate friends, that he would not 
survive the disgrace which he imagined would attend 
the failure of his enterprise. Despairing of success 
below the town, he next directed his efforts towards 
effecting a landing above it. He removed a part of 
his army to Point Levi, and the remainder higher up 
the river. He now found that on this quarter the 
fortifications were not strong; and discovered that 
the heights behind them might possibly be gained, 
by ascending the precipice in a narrow path, which 
was defended only by a captain's guard. The diifi< 
culties attending this enterprise were numerous. The 
current was rapid, the shore shelving, the only landing- 
place so narrow that it might easily be missed in the 
dark, and the steep above, such as troops, even when 
unopposed, could not ascend without difficulty. Yet 
the plan, though bold and hazardous, was well adapted 
to the desperate situation of affairs, and was deter- 
mined on. To conceal tlieir intention, the Admiral 
retired several leagues up the river. During the even- 
ing, a strong detachment was put on board the boats, 
and moved silently down with the tide to the place of 
landing, where they arrived an hour before day-break. 
Wolfe leaped on shore, was followed by the troops, and 
all instantly began, with the assistance of shrubs and 
projecting rocks, to climb up the predpice. The guard 
was dispersed, and by the break of day, the whole army 
gained the heights of Abraham, where the different 
corps were formed under their respective leaders. 

Montcalm, at first, could not believe that the 
English had ascended the heights. When convinced 
of the fact, he comprdiended the full advantage they 
had gained. He saw that a battle was inevitable, 
and prepared for it with promptness and courage. 
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Leaving his camp at Montmorency, he advanced to- 
wards the English army, which was formed in order 
of battle to receive him. The French advanced 
briskly. The English reserved their fire until the 
enemy were near, and then gave it with decisive effect. 
Early in the engagement, Wolfe was wounded in the 
wrist ; but, preserving his composure, he continued to 
encourage his troops. 8oon after, he received a shot in 
the groin. This painful wound he also concealed, 
placed himself at the head of the grenadiers, and was 
leading them to charge, when ho received a third 
and mortal wound. Undismayed by the fall of tlieir 
General, the English continued their exertions under 
Mouckton, who, in a short time, was himself wounded, 
and the command devolved upon Townshend. About 
the same time, Montcalm received a mortal wound, and 
the second in command also fell. The left wing and 
centre of the French gave way. Part were driven 
into Quebec, and part over the river St. Charles. 

On receiving his mortal wound, Wolfe was con- 
veyed into the rear, where, careless about himself, he 
discovered, in tho agonies of death, the most anxious 
solicitude concerning the fate of the day. From ex- 
treme faintness, he had reclined his head on the arm 
of an officer, but was soon aroused by the cry of, 

‘ They fly, they fly ! * * Who fly ? * exclaimed the dying 
hero. ^ The French,* answered his attendant. * Then,’ 
said he, ^ I die contented ;* and immediately expired.** 
Five days after the battle, the city surrendered, 
and received an English garrison. The French con- 
centrated their remaining forces at Montreal, and 

• "[They have fallen. 

Each in his fleM of glory : one in arms. 

And one in council ; Wolfe upon the lap 
Of smiling victory tluit moment won. 

And Chatham lieut-sick of his country *s'diame.**—Cowper. 
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early in the spring, made attempts to regain possession 
of Quebec. Unsuccessful in these, they returned to 
Montreal, towards which the whole British force in 
America, under the command of General Amherst, 
was approaching. This force was too strong to be 
resisted. In September 1760, that city surrendered ; 
and soon afterwards, all the French posts in Canada fell 
into the power of the English. In the other parts of the 
world, their arms were equally successful ; and at the 
commencement of 1763, a peace highly advantageous 
to their interests was concluded at Ptiris.* By the 
treaty, France ceded to Great Britain all her northern 
settlements in America, which relieved the colonies 
from the continual dread of savage incursions.”f 
In this -brilliant 'contest, England had made un« 
precedented exertions ; and at its dose, though she 
had added extensive territories to her empire, it was 
at the cost of a proportionate increase of the public 
burthens. To find the means of defraying the annual 
chai'ges of the augmented debt, was the first object of 
the Government ; and their views were naturally 
directed to the Colonies, as the source whence assistance 
might be derived. In the beginning of the year 1764, 

* After the fall of Glnjee. in April ]7G1« the French had not a 
single military post left in India; and the l^'iench East India 
Company was dissolved not long afterwards. In the space 
of seven years. Great Britain had made herself mistress of all 
North America: had conquered twenty-five islands; had won, by 
sea and land, twelve great battles; had reduced nine fortified cities 
or towns, and nearly forty forts; had destraycil or taken above 
a hundred ships of war, and acciulred, as was supiKised, about 
IS,0lNi,Ufl(g. of plunder. By the treaty of peace in 1763, she re- 
ceived Florida in exchange for the Ilavanna (captured ftom Spain), 
and retained Canada, Cape Breton, Tobago, Dominica, St. Vincent, 
and Senegal in Aftica. To these events, Cowper*s well-known 
line refers: — 

<* Once Chatham saved thee; but who laves thee next r* 

t Hale, 
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the' first step 'was taken by the Britidi Legislaturo 
towards subjecting tbe Colonies to a system of tax- 
ation, by passing a law imposing duties upon certain 
articles of merdiandise, to be paid in the colonial ports. 
Notice was also given by Mr. Grenville, the prime 
minister, of his intention to bring in a bill the next 
session, for imposing stamp duties. The inteUigence 
of these proceedings excited in America universal 
alarm; and in the respectful but decided remon- 
strances which were transmitted to England from 
several of the Colonies, (particularly Massachusetts, 
New ^York, and Virginia,) the right of the Britiidi 
Ijegislature to tax the diartered Colonies was explicitly 
denied.'*' In March 1765, the fatal Stamp Act was 
brought forward by the British minister, and passed ; 
but the attempt to enforce it was met with so general 
and determined a resistance, that tbe stamp-officers in 
all the Colonies were compelled to resigiiu Non-im- 
portation agreements were generally adopted ; and, to 

• «• It is my opinion," said the first William Pitt, in his speech 
on the repeal of the Stamp Act, *< that England has no right to 
tax the colonies. At the same time, I assert the authority of this 
kingdom over the colonics to be sovereign and supreme in every 
circumstance of government and legislation whatsoever. Taxation 
is no part of the governing or legislative power. The taxes, are 
a voluntary gUt and grant of the Commons alone. When, there- 
fore, in this house, we give and grant, we give and grant what Is 
our own. But, in an American tax, what do we do ? We, your 
Majesty's Commons of Great Britain, give and grant to your 
Majesty— what ? Our own property ? No. Wc give and grant to 
your Majesty the property of your Commons In America. It is an 
absurdity in terms." Burke, in his memorahic speech on Concili- 
ation with the Colonies, waived the discussion of tlie right of tax- 
ation— whether necessarily involved in the general principle of 
legislation, or a fiower excepted fW>m the general trust of govern- 
ment; contenting himself with pleading for the equity and policy 
of a taxation by grant, not by lm|)asition, and appealing to expe- 
rience in proof of the futility of parliamentary taxation as a 
method of supply.— See Diuke's .Speeches, voL i. pp. 3U3-r315. 

Kd 
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avoid the necessity of using stamps, proceedings in the 
courts of justice were suspended, and disputes were 
settled by arbitration. The Stamp Act was subse- 
quently 'repealed, as were several other revenue laws 
enacted in 17 C 7 ; but, by this vacillating policy, which 
alternately menaced without intimidating, and yielded 
without conciliating,— every concession being accom- 
panied with a tenacious assertion of the unconstitu- 
tional right which it was found imprudent to enforce, — 
no other effect was produced, tlnin to render the contest 
more dearly a contest of principle, and to prepare the 
minds of the colonists for the trying and terrible 
struggle that was approaching. 

No event of any importance took place till the year 
1774, when the British Iiegislatiire passed two acts, 
which hod for their avowed object, to punish the New 
Bnglaiiders for their contumac^y in refusing to permit 
the landing of some tea, that had been sent out loaded 
with a duty. One of these acts was for closing the 
port of Boston, and removing the custom-Iiouse to 
Salem : the other took the executive power out of the 
hands of the general court, and vested it in the Crown. 
These violent and vindictive measures originated witli 
the administration of l^)rd North, who had succeeded 
to the helm of public affairs on the resignation of the 
Duke of Grafton. As Archbishop Laud may be said to 
have unwittingly laid the foundations of the New Eng- 
land colonies by his tyrannical measures against the 
Puritans, so, to Lord North, the United States may 
ascribe the origination of their independence. From the 
passing of the Boston Port Bill, the American Revo- 
lution dates its commencement. Although ostensibly 
directed against a single port, its injustice roused a una^ 
nimous spirit of indignation throughout the country. 
Ill Virginia and most of the other colonies, the 1 st day 
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of June, wlien tlie law liegan ‘to operate, was observed 
as a public and solemn fast ; and in all the diurches, 
the Divine interposition was \mplored to avert the evils 
of civil war, and to give to the people one heart and 
one mind firmly to oppose every invasion of their 
liberty. Standing committees had been appointed in 
the preceding year, by the colonial legislatures, to cor- 
respond with each other; bnt it was now resolved to 
convene a general Congress of Delates from the 
several colonies. On the 5th of September, 1774, the 
delegates met at Philadelphia, when Peyton Randolph 
of Virginia was unanimously elected President. By 
this Congress, addresses to the people of Great Britain, 
to the inhabitants of Canada, and to their constituents, 
were prepared and published ; and a spirited petition 
to the King was agreed upon, soliciting a redress of 
grievances. In these state papers, a desire of Inde- 
pendence was explicitly disavowed, and they contain 
the strongest professions of attachment tS the mother 
country, and of loyalty to the Crown. Even after 
active hostilities had commenced, the Colonies stiU 
professed allegiance to the British monarch, and pro- 
tested that a redress of grievances was the sole object 
of their measures. In the beginning of the con- 
test,” remarks an American historian, these pro- 
fessions in most instances were sincere ; but a state of 
hostility produced a rapid change of sentiment. In 
place of attachment to monarchy and Great Britain, 
succeeded devotion to republican principles and wishes 
for independence. Essays in the newspapers and 
pamphlets industriously circulated, appealing to the 
reason and to the passions of the people, enforced the 
necessity and policy of a separation.” * A pamphlet 
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entitled Common Sense,” written by the notorioiis 
Thomas Paine, an Englishman, in which the excel- 
lences of republican institutions were set forth, and 
the principles of hereditary government were attacked 
with caustic ridicule, — ^was, in particular, universally 
read; and its effect in making converts to repub. 
licanism, is described as astonishing, and perhaps uii- 
precedeuted in the annals of literature. 

At length, on the 7tii of June, 1776, it was resolved 
by Congress to declare the Independence of the United 
Colonies. A committee, consisting of Alessrs. Jeffer- 
son, Adams, Franklin, Sherman, and Livingston, 
were accordingly instructed to prepare a Declaration, 
which, on the 4th of July, was almost unanimously 
adopted. On being communicated to the army, it was 
received with entlmsiastic plaudits; and in almost 
every city, it was welcomed by a great majority with 
public festivities. Complete unanimity, however, did 
not exist, ^ome of those persons who had more re- 
cently emigrated from England, the most of those who 
held offices under the Crown, and many others under 
the influence of timidity, deprecated the separation, 
and declared themselves the adherents of tlie mother 
country. These were denominated tories ; the friends 
of liberty, whigs. On the issuing of the Declaration, 
many of the former joined the royal armies, and ex. 
hibited, during the war, the most cruel hostility 
against the whigs, their countrymen. 

The first engagement betffeen the royal forces and 
the colonists, was a skirmish near Lexington in Mas- 
sachusetts, in April I77fi* A more serious and bloody 
conflict took place on the 17th of June, at Bunker’s 
Hill, near Boston, in which the royal troops were 
twice repulsed by the steady bravery of the provin- 
cials. The latter were finally com^telled to yield to 
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superior numbers; but tl^s victory' was very dearly 
purchased by the loss of 1054 men in killed and 
wounded, on the part of the British, while the Ame- 
ricans lost only 453, including Major-general Warren. 
In the meantime, the Congress had determined to raise 
forces in the name of the United Colonies; and in June 
of this year, by a unanimous vote, the office of Com. 
maiider-in-Chief was conferred upon George Washing- 
ton, the delegate from Virginia. To this wise election, 
the United States were greatly indebted for the suc- 
cessful issue of the struggle which achieved their inde- 
pendence. The difficulties and discouragements with 
whicir this extraordinary man had to contend, were 
of no ordinary kind ; and at one period, the cause 
seemed all but lost. On the 23d of August, 1776, Bri- 
tish troops to the number of 24,000, under the com- 
mand of General Sir William Howe, lauded at Staten 
Island near New York. The American forces under 
Washington did not at that time exceed 14,000 
effective men, chiefly raw troops and indifferently pro- 
vided. A partial engagement took place near Brook- 
lyn on the 27th, in which the loss of the Americans, 
ill killed, wounded, and prisoners, exceeded a thousand 
men ; and so dispirited were the militia by this defeat, 
that they deserted by companies. Under these cir- 
cumstances, General Washington adopted a cautious 
system of warfare ; and by skilful changes of position, he 
contrived to lead on the enemy to a distance from his 
resources, without being brought to a general engage- 
ment. Leaving one division of his army under General 
Lee in New York, he retired through New Jersey, 
and across the Delaware into Pennsylvania, so closely 
pursued, that the advance of the British army was 
frequently in sight. Small as was his force when the 
retreat began, it diminished daily. On the last of 
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November, many of his troops were entitled to their 
discharge, and not one of them could be persuaded to 
continue another day in service. Sudi, he had reason 
to fear, would be the conduct of the remainder, whose 
time would expire at the end of the year. He called 
on the militia of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, but 
none obeyed his call. The population around him 
were hostile or desponding, and withheld all aid from 
an army whose career seemed near its termination. 
In this darkest hour in American history. General 
Howe issued a proclamation offering pardon to all who 
would declare their submission to royal authority. The 
contrast between a ragged, suffering, retreating army, 
and a full-dad, powerful, exulting foe, induced many, 
despairing of success, to abandon the cause they had 
espoused, and accept of pardon. Among them were 
two individuals (Mr. Oallaway and Mr. Allen) who 
had been members of the Congress. On the day that 
Washington was driven over the Delaware, the Bri. 
tish took possession of Rhode Island. On the I3th of 
December, General Lee, having wandered from his 
army, was surprised and taken prisoner. In the expe- 
rience and talents of this officer, the people reposed 
great confidence, and they lamented his loss like that 
of an army. The enemy now regarded the rebels as 
almost subdued. They rioted upon the plunder of the 
country, and enjoyed in prospect the fruits of an 
assured and decisive victory.” * 

Such was the gloomy and apparently desperate 
aspect of affairs towards the close of i77C> Wash, 
ington, whose elastic energy was only increased by 
the pressure of adverse circumstances, saw that this 
tide of ill fortune must be stemmed, or it would soon 


• Hate, p. 871. 
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overwhelm his country. He therefore resolved to act 
upon the offensive, but with the caution demanded by 
the exigency. Detachments of Hessian troops had 
been stationed at Trenton, Bordenton, and Prince- 
ton. Upon one or more of these points, he resolved to 
moke an attack. Accordingly, on the night of the 
25th of December, he crossed the Delaware with 
2400 men, surprised the post at Trenton, and, after a 
short resistance, took 900 prisoners, lie then imme- 
diately recrossed, having lost but nine of his men. A 
few days afterwards, having sent his prisoners to 
Philadelphia, lie eluded the main body of the British 
army, captured or destroyed a large party at Fxlnce- 
ton, and finally compelled the enemy to retreat to 
New Brunswick. These brilliant successes raised from 
the lowest depression the spirits of the American 
people ; and Washington became the theme of general 
eulogy, under the honourable and appropriate appel- 
lation of the American Fabius.'* 

It was now determined by Congress, to send com- 
missioners to the Court of France, to solicit a loan of 
money, a supply of munitions of war, and an acknow- 
ledgement of the Independence of the United States. 
Notwithstanding that Great Britain and France were 
now at peace, the Freiidi ministry did not scruple 
secretly to espouse the cause of the Cfiloiiists, and ^e 
commissioners met with the most flattering reception. 
Arms covertly taken from the public arsenals, were 
permitted to be conveyed to the United States ; and 
the sale of the prizes taken by American privateers, 
was connived at, not only in the French West India 
Islands, but even in the ports of France.'* Little did 
the Government of that country think, when, actuated 

* The value of the prizes taken by the Americans in the year 
IW, was computed at live milUons of dollars. 
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by inireterate enmity against Great Britain, they 
treadieronsly and blindly lent their aid to establish a 
free republic in the western lietnisphere, that they 
were preparing the way for a revolution at home, that 
was destined to prostrate that proud monarchy. So 
popular, however, was the cause of the United States 
at this time, that many French officers sought an op- 
portunity of engaging in their service. Among these, 
the young Marquis de la Fayette was most conspicuous 
for his rank, and most distinguished for his ardour and 
enthusiasm. He arrived in America in the spring*of 
1777) and having solicited permission to serve without 
pay, was appointed major-general in the army, and 
became the bosom friend of Washington. 

It wa»- not till near the end of May, that either 
army left its winter-quarters. Washington then moved 
from Morris-town, and took up a strong position at 
Middlebrook, from which General Howe ineffectually 
endeavoured by various movements to draw him. The 
object of the British General was to march upon Phil- 
adelphia, then considered as the capital of the coun- 
try ; and being thus prevented from advancing by 
land, he changed his plan, and determined to attack 
the city from the South. Leaving Sir Harry Clinton 
in command at New York, General Howe embarked 
with 16,000 troops for Chesapeake Bay, where he ar- 
rived on the 20th of August. Washington, antici- 
pating his purpose, crossed the Delaware, and pushed 
forward his army, now increased to almost 10,000 men, 
to meet the enemy. He took up a position on the 
eastern bank of Brandywine-creek, where, yielding to 
the wishes of the people, he resolved to risk an en- 
gagement for the defence of tlie capital. On the 11th 
of September, the British army appeared, and crossing 
the creek at several fords, attacked the American 
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rSgflit, which, after a short resistance, gave way, and 
Washington retreated to Chester with the loss of 
1200 men.* On the 26th, General Howe entered 
Philadelphia in triumph. Congress having previously 
removed to Ijancaater. His army was principally sta- 
tioned, at German-^own, about six miles from Phila- 
delphia. Upon this post, Washington made a spirited 
but unsuccessful attack on the 4th of Octol>er, whicli 
cost the Americans 1200 men ; and after several move- 
ments on both sides, which had no important result, 
he withdrew to winter-quarters in the woods of Valley 
Forge. Tlie troops passed the winter in huts, suffer- 
ing extreme distress from want of dothing and provi- 
sions ; yet, they endured their privations without a 
murmur. 

During these operations, events had occurred in the 
northern part of the United States, highly favourable 
to the cause of Independence. For tho purpose of 
opening a communication between New York and 
Canada, and of cutting off the intercourse between 
New England and the Southern States, a British force 
of 10,000 men under General Burgoyne had advanced 
by way of Lake Champlain towards Albany, and their 
first operations were highly successful. Ticonderoga, 
garrisoned by above 3000 men, was evacuated at his 
approach ; and Burgoyne reached the Hudson within 
36 miles of Albany. The aspect of affairs, however, 
soon changed. Tho American army under General 
Gates was stationed in his front, and the provincial 
militia, besetting tho invaders on every side, impeded 
their progress, cut off their supplies, and fatigued them 
by incessant skirmishes. A party of Hessians, about 600 
strong, who had been despatched by Burgoyne to seize 


^ * ha Fayette was^woimded in this cDgagcmcnt, 
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some stores of provisions at Bennington, was attadced 
by General Stark at the head of a party of New Hamp- 
sUre militia, and the greater part, after an obstinate 
contest, were either slain or captured. A reinforce- 
ment sent by Burgoyne met with a similar fate. 
Crowds of militia now flocked to the republican camp. 
Burgoyne, pressed on all sides and straitened for pro- 
visions, after two actions, in which a doubtful victory 
entailed all the consequences of defeat, opened a nego- 
tiation with the American General, and, on the 17th 
of October, surrendered his whole army prisoners of 
war. 

This brilliant success on the part of the American 
patriots, produced a strong effect in .'Europe. The 
French ministry no longer hesitated to acknowledge 
the Independence of the United States ; and on the 
Cth of February, 1778f they concluded with the Ame- 
rican commissioners treaties of commerce and alliance. 
The example of France was not long afterwards fol- 
lowed by Spain ; and their united fleets were at this- 
time more than a match for the navy of Great Britain. 
The English Cabinet, which had hitherto, with incre- 
dible obstinacy and infatuation, disn^arded the hostile 
or treacherous proceedings of the French, while it 
affected a sovereign contempt for the American rebels, 
now found itself compelled, on the one hand, to de- 
clare war against Franco, and on the other, to stoop, 
too late, to measures of conciliation towards the Colo- 
nies. It was now determined to grant to the Ameri- 
cans all that they had demanded at the commencement 
of the contest. An act was passed, declaring that 
Parliament would not in future impose any tax upon 
the Colonies ; and three commissioners (the Earl of 
Carlisle, Mr. Eden, and Governor Johnson) were 
sent over to negotiate with the constituted authorities 
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of America. The result might have been anticipated. 
Oil their arrival at Philadelphia in the spring of 1778) 
they communicated to Gongpress the terms they were 
instructed to offer, which were at once unanimously 
rejected ; and the negotiation was abruptly broken off, 
on its being discovered, that the Commissioners were 
attempting to carry their point by means of bribery 
and corruption.* Philadelphia was shortly afterwards 
evacuated by the British ; and the royal troops were, 
according to orders transmitted by the Commissioners, 
concentrated at New York. 

The war now languished, and during the remainder 
of 1778, no event of importance occurred, except an 
attempt on Rhode Island by the Americans under 
General Sullivan, which proved abortive, owing to the 
failure of a promised co-operation on the part of the 
French Admiral. The year 1778 was chiefly occupied 
by the British in marauding excursions. Plunder and 
revenge seemed to be their object ; and a degree of 
barbarity was displayed in several instances by the 
English troops and their Indian allies, whicdi has 
rarely been equalled in contests between civilized 
nations. Havoc, misery, and desolation marked their 
footsteps.f These excesses awakened a fierce spirit of 
resentment in the American x>opulation, and increased 
the numbers of the republican army. The principal 
operations of the campaign were in the southern 

• To Joseph Recda a general in the American anny« and a mem- 
ber of Congress, the offer was mailc of 10,U(KM. sterling and any 
office within his M^esty*s gift in the colonics, if he would endea- 
vour to effect a re-union of the colonies with the mother country, 
"lam not worth purcluuing,** was his noble reply ; " but such as 
1 am, the King of Great Britain is not rich enough to do it.** 

t The destruction of Wyoming, a happy and flourishing settle- 
ment in Pennsylvania, has .been commemorated by the genius of 
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States, whither the enemy were attracted hy the pros- 
pect of easier victory. Savannah, the capital of 
Georgia, was captured by the British ; after which, 
Sunbury, the only other military post in the province, 
surrendered at discretion ; but an attempt on Charles- 
ton was gallantly and successfully repulsed. In the 
following year, however, the siege was renewed by 
the British, and the city was compeUed to capitulate. 
The greater part of South Carolina was now overrun 
by the invaders, and measures of inhuman severity 
were had recourse to with a view to over-awe tlie in- 
habitants. General Gates, on advancing to their 
relief, was totally defeated at Camden by Lord Corn- 
wallis, who had succeeded to the command of the 
British army. The gloom that these reverses in the 
south occasioned, was still further increased by intel- 
ligence tliat treason had appeared in the American 
camp. In September of this year, the American 
General Arnold, whom bravery in battle and fortitude 
in suffering, had placed high in the affections of the 
people, but who had recently incurred the reprimand 
of a court-martial for peculation, sought to avenge his 
wounded pride by delivering up to the British the 
important post of West Point. Accident led to the 
discovery of the plot, on which Arnold escaped to the 
enemy ; * but Major Andre, adjutant-general to the 
British army, who had been employed to concert with 
Arnold the execution of his treason, was taken in 
disguise, and hung as a spy. 

By the northern army, little more was attempted 
during the year, than to watch the motions of the 

« Arnold received as the reward of his treachery, the sum of 
10,OlK)f.. and the rank of brlgadicr-gcncral in the British army; 
but he was detested by his new associatesj and his name has become 
proverbially Infomous. 
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enemy in New York, and protect the inhabitants from 
their incursions. The troops, unpaid, ill-fed, and 
unemployed, discovered at various times a disposition 
to mutiny ; but, although emissaries from the British 
commander were sent among them, inviting them to 
repair to the dty, where comfort and abundance 
awaited them, they remained proof against all their 
offers. At the dose of the yeai‘, they retired to their 
did winter-quarters, where they were exposed to great 
distress, owing to the disgraceful supineness or inade- 
quate powers of the public authorities. The harvest 

had been abundant : plenty reigned in the land, but 
want in the camp of its defenders. Selfishness had 
succeeded to patriotism, lassitude to enthusiasm, in 
tlie breasts of the people ; and Congress exerted its 
powers ^with too little vigour to draw forth the re- 
sources of the country.*’ At length, on the night of 
the 1st of January, 1300 soldiers of the I’ennsylvanian 
line, on a concerted signal, paraded under arms, and 
declared their intention of marching to Philadelphia, 
to demand of Congress a redress of their grievances. 
The officers strove in vain to compel them to relin- 
quish their purpose. Having elected temporary leaders, 
they moved off in good order to Princeton, where they 
were met by three emissaries from General Sir Henry 
Clinton, who made them liberal offers. Instead of 
complying with them, they seissed the emissaries, and 
placed them in strict custody. There also they were 
met by a committee of Congress and a deputation from 
the State of Pennsylvania ; and a part of their de- 
mands being granted, they were persuaded to return 
to their duty. The agents of the British General 
were then giv^ up and executed as spies. 

This mutiny, and another in the Jersey line, which 
was instantly suppressed, roused the attention of the 
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States to the miserable eondition of the troops. The 
amount of three months* pay was raised and forwarded 
to them in specie. This h^ the effect of reconciling 
them to their privations ; but the want of reinforce- 
ments and supplies compelled the northern army to 
consume in inactivity the early part of the following 
season. 

In the southern provinces, a desolating warfare was 
in the mean time laying waste the country. The 
inhabitants of the Garolinas, in particular, endured 
calamity and distress from which humanity revolts 
with horror. “ The country was ravaged and plun- 
dered by both armies. The people, in sentiment, 
were about equally divided. Village was hostile to 
village, and neighbour to neighbour ; and their hos- 
tility had been embittered by accusation and retort, 
by attack and reprisal, until pillage, burning, and 
murder became familiar to all. Whenever a repub- 
lican or a royalist fell into the power of an adversary, 
he was instantly sacrificed in revenge of a friend, or to 
gratify political hatred. It is asserted, that, in this 
manner, thousands were put to death. Each party 
aimed at the extirpation of the other, and the whole 
country presented an unvaried scene of blood and 
slaughter.** In January 1781, an American detach- 
ment under General Morgan, wlio had been despatched 
into the western section of South Carolina, to arrest 
the ravages of the British and the Tories in that 
quarter, obtained a brilliant victory over a superior 
force, at Cowpens, taking 500 prisoners. In March, 
the American General, Greene, was defeated at GKiild- 
ford by Ijord Cornwallis ; but the victory was dearly 
bought. Cornwallis shortly afterwards moved his army 
into Virginia ; and Greene returned to South Caro- 
lina, where, after suffering a partial check near Cam- 
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den, lie gained a decisive victory at Entaw Springs. 
This sanguinary battle* v^as followed by the retreat 
of the British towards Charleston. Cornwallis in the 
mean time, having received reinforcements, mardied 
to York-town in Virginia, where he threw up en- 
ti'enchments. Washington, who had been threatening 
New York, having learned that a French fleet with 
3000 troops, had sailed for the Chesapeake, resolved 
to march to the south, and attack Cornwallis. At 
Chester, ho received intelligence that the French 
Admiral had entered the Chesapeake, and formed the 
blockade ; and he was shortly afterwards joined by the 
French troops. His whole force now consisted of 
10,000 men, with a large and powerful train of bat- 
tering su'tillery. On the night of the 6th of October, 
the investment of the British posts took place ; and on 
the 17th, two of the British redoubts liaviiig been 
carried by assault, and nearly all their guns silenced, 
Cornwallis surrendered with his whole army as pri« 
aouers of war. Their number exceeded 7000, of whom 
nearly 3000 were not fit for duty. This event was 
decisive of the contest.-)* 

The loss of a second army extinguished every ra- 
tional hope on the part of the British Government, of 
subjugating the Colonics ; and the voice of the peo]ilc 
loudly demanded that an end should be put to a 
ruinous and disgraceful war. liord North resigned 
the office of prime minister, and another cabinet 
being formed, early in thej spring of 176^9 pacific 

* Theforccfion each side amounted, to about 2000 men. On 
= the American side, the number of killed and wounded amounted to 
GfiO ; on that of the British, to nearly 700. 

f The news of this sucocw produced throughout the United 
States the most rapturous exultation, under the effects of which 
tome, we are told, were deprived of their xeasoa, and one aged 
patriot in Philadelphia expired.— llalc, p. 030. 
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overtnreR were made to the American Goverotoent. 
In November, preliminary articles of peace were agreed 
upon at Paris by the commissioners on both sides ; 
and on the 3d of September, 1783, was signed a defini- 
tive treaty between the parent country and her former 
colonies, bywhidi the Independence of the United 
States was fully ratified. In November of that year, 
the patriot army was disbanded, and again mingled 
with their fdlow-citizens. In the same month. New 
York was evacuated by the British troops. General 
Washington, taking an affectionate leave of his 
officers, repaired to Annapolis, where Congress was 
sitting, and there, at a public audience, resigned his 
commission as commander-in-chief, and returned to 
his residence at Mount Vernon.* 

Independence and peace did not immediately pro- 
duce all the advantages that had been anticipated by 

* In a letter (in the Editor’s ixissession) addressed to the Rev. 
I)r. Gordon (author of the History of the American War), dated 
Mount VemoHj December 23, 178i», General Washington thus ex- 
presses his unaffected predliectlon for the retirement of private life. 

** How far 1 may erver be connected with its (America’s) political 
affairs, is altogctlier a matter of uncertainty to me. My heartfeit 
wishes, and, I wouUl fain ho}ie, the circumstances arc opposed to 
it. I ^tter myself my countrymen are so fbliy persuad^ of my 
desire to remain in private life, that I am not without hopes and 
cxiiectations of being left quietly to enjoy the rei>a8e in which I am 
at present. Or, in all events, should it be their wish (as you sup- 
pose it will be) for me to come again on the stage of public affairs — 
1 certainly wiU decline it, if the refusal can be made consistently 
with what I conceive to be the dictates of propriety and duty. For 
the Great Searcher of human hearts knows there is bo wish in mine, 
beyond that of living and dying an honest man, on my own farm.” 
In the same letter, the illustrious Ibtriot declares, that the prospect 
of there being a good general government established in America, 
afforded him more substantial satisfaction than he had ever before 
derived from any political (event: ** because there is a rational 
ground for believing that not only the happiness of my own 
countrymen, but that of in genciai will be promoted 

by it." 
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an ardent and sanguine people. The expenses of 
the war had created a debt which bore heavily upon 
them ; an excessive issue of paper currency had taken 
place ; the country was drained of its qiecie to pay 
for foreign goods ; and the value of the public stock 
sank to two shillings in the pound. The system of 
confederation, which even during the war, when up« 
held and enforced by the enthusiasm of the national 
contest, and a sense of the common danger, had been 
foimd inefficient, now became a merely nominal bond 
of union. . The requisitions of Congress, no authority 
being given to enforce obedience, were generally dis- 
regarded ; commerce languished ; the general distress 
increased ; and every thing indicated an approaching 
anarchy. To remedy these evils. Congress ap- 
plied to the States for a grant of the power to re- 
gulate commerce and to collect a revenue from it. 
New York i^one refused ; but, as unanimity was 
requisite, the single negative of this State defeat^ the 
project. A conviction of the necessity of some cdiange 
in the confederation, that should confer more efficient 
powers upon the General Government, at length became 
universal among the friends of social order ; and in Sep- 
tember 1766, a convention of commissioners from five 
of the Middle States, held at Annapolis, for the pur- 
pose of devising a uniform system of commercial regu- 
lations,— came to the conclusion, that nothing short of 
a reform of the existing government should be at- 
tempted. Upon their report. Congress resolved to 
recommend a convention of delegates from all the 
States, for the purpose of revising tho articles of con- 
federation. With this recommendation, all the States, 
except Rhode Island, complied ; and in May 1787, the 
convention met at Philadelphia, Washington being 
unanimously elected president. They deliberated with 
FART 11. 1. 
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dosed doors, and at the end of four months, a^preed 
upon the constitution which was afterwards ratified by 
the respectiire States,^ and is still in force. To the 
highest station in the republic, thus re-organised, the 
electors, by a unanimous vote, raised George Wash- 
ington ; and by a vote nearly unanimous, the office of 
Vice-President was conferred upon John Adams. The 
inauguration of the President took place on the 30th 
of April, 1709. Under the new system of government, 
trade revived; the public confidence was restored; 
and a great improvement soon began to be visible in 
the circumstances of the people. In 1793, Wash- 
ington was unanimously re-elected to the presi- 
dency, and Mr. Adams was again chosen vice-president. 

During the war between Great Britain and Franco, 
that rose out of the French Revolution, the wise policy 
of Washington maintained the strict neutrality of the 
American Government. The feelings of a large por- 
tion of the community were warmly enlisted on the 
side of France, and would have urged the nation into 
hostile proceedings against Great Britain. Genet, the 
minister from the French Republic, was received by 
the people of the Southern States with the most extra- 
vagant demonstrations of satisfaction and regard, with 
which he was so intoxicated as to attempt, by insolent 
declarations, to drive the President from the ground 
he liad taken. He even threatened to appeal from the 
Government to the people ; a measure which other 
agents of the French Republic had adopted with suc- 
cess in Europe. But here, the people rallied round 

• The new eonititution found sedous oppoaen among the 
ultra-democratic or anti-federalist party; and in some of the 
States, its ratification was obtained with difficulty and by a small 
minority. It was not adopted by the little State ii Rbo^ Island 
until sfler the lapse of two yean. 
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their mlem ; the Frendi enussary was abandoned by 
most of his partisans ; and his own Government, at 
the request of the American President, annulled his 
powers. This conduct on the part of Genet, together 
with the atrocities committed by the French people, 
alienated from them the more respectable part of the 
American community, especially those bdonging to 
the Federal party, who became attached to the cause 
of Great Britain. The Anti-federalists, on the con- 
trary, who were most numerous in the slave-holding 
States, retained an unabated attachment to the French. 
Over these two parties, Washington watched with 
patriotic solicitude, striving to temper their mutual 
animosities; and the unbounded confidence reposed 
by the people in their beloved diief magistrate, enabled 
him by his personal influence to restrain the spirit of 
faction. On no occasion was this influence more 
strikingly displayed, than when, in 1794, in defiance 
of popular clamour, he gave his assent to the Treaty 
of Commerce with Great Britain, concluded by the 
American minister, Mr. Jay. In various parts of the 
Union, public meetings had been held, at which reso- 
lutions were passed, expressing warm disapprobation 
of the treaty, and an earnest %vish that the President 
would withhold his ratification. The republicans and 
partisans of France exclaimed in intemperate language 
against most of its stipulations. But no sooner had 
Washington afiixed to it his public sanction, than the 
popular sentiment began to change ; and on the final 
question in the house of representatives, after a long 
and fierce debate, a majority of three voted in favour 
of the appropriation necessary to carry it into effSect. 

As the termination of the second four years for 
which the President had been elected, drew near, 
Washington announced to his fellow-citi?^ his de« 
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termination to retire from public life. In a farewell 
address, he warned them, with all the ardour of pa- 
rental affection, against the dangers to whidi the 
liberties and internal peace of the Republic were ex- 
posed. To fill the statioh from which the Father of 
hie Country” had lesolred to [retire, the two great 
politi<^ parties brought forward their respective chiefs. 
The Federalists, who desired that the system of mea- 
sures adc^ted by Washington should continue to be 
pursued, made tlie most active efforts to procure the 
election of John Adams. The Republicans made equal 
exertions to elect Thomas Jefferson.* The result was 
the elevation of the former to the office of President, 
while Mr. Jefferson was chosen Vice-President. 

* During the administration of Mr. Adams, the French 
Directory, disappointed of engaging tlie United States 
in a war with England, pursued a course of insult and 
aggression towards them, which compelled the Ameri- 
can Government to have recourse to measures of retalia- 
tion and defence. Provision was made for raising im- 
mediately a small regular army, the command of which 
was conferred upon the illustrious Ex-President. W i th 
great reluctance he consented to accept the office, de. 
daring at the same time, that he cordially approved of 
the measures of the Government. Hostilities between 
the United States and France continued, however, but 
a few months, and were confined to the ocean, where 
two severe and well fought actions took place. In both 

* Mr. Jeflbnon had been ministig: to France at the commenoe- 
ment of the revolution in that country; and in the early stages of 
Its progress, he was its enthusiastic and undisguised defender. On 
the adoption of the new constitution, he wasapiwinted Secretary of 
State, which office he resigned on the first day of the year 1794. 
His resignation, and that of General Knox at the dose of the year, 
was followed by the secession 'of most of the leaders of the nqiub- 
Ucan party ftom tho intcreats of the administnUoii. 
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of which the Americans were victorions. The Directory 
having made overtures of peace, the American Presi- 
dent appointed commissioners to negotiate a treaty, 
who, on their arrival at Paris, found the executive 
authority in the hands of Bonaparte as First Consul. 
In September, 1800, a treaty was conduded, satisfactory 
to both countries. 

While this negotiation was in progress, the whole 
country was overshadowed with gloom by the sudden 
death of the Father of his Country. On the 14th of 
December, 1799, after an illness of only one day. Gene- 
ral Washington expired at the age of sixty-eight* 
His death was felt throughout the Union as at once a 
public calamity and a private loss. On receiving the 
intelligence, Congress, then in session at Philadelphia, 
immediately adjourned. On the next day, tliey met 
only to appoint a committee to devise the most suitable 
manner of paying honour to the memory of the man 

first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen.** It was recommended to the people of 
the United States, to wear crape for thirty days, 
a measure which was universally adopted. A more 
permanent mark of the national veneration for the 
memory of this illustrious Patriot, was shewn by con- 
ferring the name of Washington upon the new city on 
tlie Potomac, a few miles above Mount Vernon ; which 
was founded, in pursuance of a law enacted in 17.90, 
as the permanent seat of the National Government. 
Public buildings having been erected, the officers of 
Government removed to that place in 1800 ; and in 
November of that year. Congress, for the first time, 
there commenced its session. 

The finely tempered and well-balanced character of 
the First American President, has been drawn with 
much discrimination, and certainly in colours*not too 
I. 3 
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glowing, by an able American journalist. Speaking 
of the revolutionary leaders, the Writer remarks, that 
the influence exerdsed over American affairs by Mr. 
Jefferson and Dr. Franklin, was of a purely philoso- 
phical nature : neither of them possessed any por- 
tion of the talent of the orator or of the soldier.” 
Whereas “ Mr. Adams united to the pure philosophy 
of Jefferson and Franklin, a powerful gift in eloquence, 
which made him a far more efficient member of a 
deliberative assembly, than either.” Washington’s 
talent was peculiar. We believe he never spoke in a 
deliberative assembly ; ’ and he discharged with great 
success the functions both of the philosophic states- 
man and the soldier, without possessing, in an emi- 
nent degree, the peculiar qualities of either. As a 
learned civilian, there were many of bis contempora- 
ries who surpassed him s as a commander, it certainly 
would not be hard to point out, in the revolutionary 
army, a few men more visibly endowed with purely 
military qualities. He seemed to possess just enough 
of either character to enable him to do the duties of 
both. In civil administration, the decision, dreum- 
spection, and firmness of tho commander were his 
main strength : in the command of the army, the 
moderation, assiduity, and perseverance of the dvil 
service were the great features of his Fabian policy. 
He does not owe his military fame to his battles ; nor 
his reputation as a magistrate to his political science. 
He is more indebted, perhaps, for his great and solitary 
ascendancy, to the moral qualities of his diaracter, and 
to his high disinterestedness, than to his possession of 
the talents whicl#^ render other men famous.*'* A 
character more finely adapted for the beneficent ruler 


• North American Review, No. laii. p. 49. 
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of a free people, could hardly be imagined ; and few 
mmiar rilia havo wou BO puFC and enviable a fame. 

In 1801,* a new presidential election took place, 
which led to a transfer of the administration of the 
government to the republican party. They had been 
gradually increasing in numbers, and were now strong 
enough to obtain the elevation of Mr. Jefferson to 
the presidency, in opposition to Mr. Adams. Being 
re-elected in 1804, he held the office till the autumn 
of 1808, when, in conformity to the example of 
Washington, he announced his intention to retire 
from public life. James Madispn was then elected 
president, and his administration was extended by a 
re-election to the same period. 

It was towards the dose of Mr. Jefferson’s presi* 
deucy, that the United States became involved in 
serious disputes with'^tho 1)elligerent nations of Europe, 
by the Berlin and Milan decrees of the French Em- 
peror, and the British orders in council issued in Afay 
1806. A system of restrictions upon commerce was 
in consequence attempted by the American Oovem- 
ment, which had no other effect, however, than to 
injure their own commerce. In Alardi 1809, Con. 
gress repealed the embargo that had been laid upon 
American vessels, and substituted a law prohibiting 
all intercourse witli either Groat Britain or France. 
In August 1810, the French Government having 
announced the revocation of the Berlin and Alilaii 
decrees, the Non-Intercourso law was repealed with 
regard to France ; but, as Great Britain refused to 

* In this year, a second ccniii» was completed, from which it 
appeared, that the population had, in ten years, increased from 
nearly four millions to five millions three hundred and twenty 
thousand. (See page (i9 of this volume.) In the same term, the 
exports had increased from nineteen to ninety-four millions ^of 
dollars 
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repeal the orders in conncil, oryto waive tlie right of 
search and impressment, the American President re- 
commended to Congress in November 1811, that 
the Republic should be placed in an attitude to main- 
tain by force, its wounded honour and essential in- 
terests.** Preparations were accordingly made, which 
it was confidently hoped would have ^e effect of in- 
timidating Great Britain ; but, as no disposition to 
concession was shewn on the part of this country, on 
the 18th of June, war was declared by the Republic. 

The second American war with this country, unlike 
the first, commenced on the part of the Republican 
Government ; and the spirit which hurried the nation 
into the unequal contest, was not the spirit of liberty, 
but of fierce rivalry and haughty defiance.* An over- 
weening confidence in their own strength, led the Re- 
publicans to believe, that victory over the same foe 
would now be so much the more easily gained, as the 
nation was more rich and populous ; and Canada was 
already numbered, in their imagination, with the 
United States. This rash miscalculation of their re- 
sources entailed its own punishment. In July 1812, 
General Hull, the American Governor of the Michigan 

* In Justification of the war, it to alleged, that •* a strong belief 

was entertained, founded uixm credible testimony,** that the In- 
dians residing near the sources of the Mississippi, had, in 1811, 
been incited to hostilities iby British agents; and i^n, that one 
John Henry told the President, that he had been employed by the 
Governor of Canada, in 1808, to sound the people of Boston <ni the 
subject of their forming a political connexion with Great Britain ; 
which disclosure he was led to make, by theneglect of his employer 
to reward him for his services !— See Male's History, pp. 3879 fi> 
When, in a respectable History, wc find such contemptible reasons 
gravely assigned as the motives for war, resting on mere surmise, 
and not clearly implicating cither the British nation or its Govern- 
ment, there can remain no doubt as to the eagerness with^whlcb 
the war was rushed into. 
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territory, crosied the river by which it is divided from 
Canada, and in a pompouB' proclamation, tendered 
to the Canadians the blessings of civil and religious 
liberty, announcing that his force was sufficient to 
break down all opposition. At the very first approach 
of a British force, composed only of militia and 
Indians, he hastened back to Detroit, and shut himself 
up in the fort: there he was spe^ily invested by 
General Brock, to whom, on the I6th of August, he 
surrendered his whole army.* On the Niagara fron- 
tier, the operations of the Americans were equidly 
inglorious. An army of regulars and militia had been 
with some difficulty collected, and about 1000 troops, 
commanded by General Von Rensselaer, crossed the 
river in October, and attacked the British at Queens- 
town. They gained possession of the fort, expecting 
to be supported by the rear division of the army ; but 
the militia, who h^ displayed great eagerness to be 
led against the British, now utterly refused to cross 
the national boundary, and remained Uie tame specta- 
tors of the issue. Those who had gained the |fort, 
were soon compelled to yield to superior numbers; 
and of the thousand men who had crossed into Canada, 
few effected their escape. Shortly afterwards. General 
Von Rensselaer retired from the service. He was suc- 
ceeded by General Smyth, who, in a turgid address to 
the men of New York, announced that, in a few days, 
he should plant the American standard in Canada.” 
The morning was fixed for crossing the river; but 
the afternoon came before the first division was ready 
to leave the American shore. The enemy then ap- 

• General Hull was afterwards tried by a court-martlala and 
condemned to be shot ; but the President remitted the sentence^Jn 
cmsldeEBtUm of the age and services of the General. 
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peared in force on the opposite bank ; and a conncil of 
officers decided, that it was inexpedient at that time 
to make the attempt. Another day was fixed ; hut, 
when it came, the ardour of the troops had evaporated, 
and the plan of invading Canada was abandoned for 
the season. Thus ended the campaign of 1812, to the 
utter disappointment and mortification of the war 
party, who consoled themselves by laying all the blame 
on the Federalists.* 

The vainglorious feeling of the nation was, how- 
ever, called into full exercise by the triumphs of 
the American flag. On the 20th of August, the 
United States* frigate Constitution, of 44 guns, cap- 
tured the British frigate Guerriere, of 38 guns. On 
the 18th of October, the Wasp, of 18 guns, captured 
the British sloop of war Frolic, after a sanguinary con- 
flict of three quarters of an hour. On the 25th, the 
frigate United States, Captain Decatur, captured the 
British frigate Macedonian, after an action of an hour 
and a half. A fourth naval battle was fought on the 
29th of December, between the Constitution, of 44 
guns, and the British frigate Java, of 38 guns. The 
combat continued more than three hours, till the Java 

• The FedereUsts were accused of endeavouring to prevent enlist- 
ment into the army* and of inidntaining the most pernicious doc- 
trines in relation to the militia. Mr. Hale accounts for the back- 
wardness of the people to join the army, hy remarking, that **80 
happy was the condition of even the poorest class of American 
citisens, that few could he induced to enlist as soldiers. And In 

some of the States,** he adds, •• the plausible doctrine was main- 
tained, that the ofRcers of the General Government have no iiower 
over the militia, until called into service, and consigned to theic 
authority, by the State executive; and that even then, they can- 
not he compelled to march beyond the boundary of the Republic. 
Several governors actually withheld their militia, when called for 
by the President, and thus diminished the amount of me species of 
force upon which the Govenuneut had relied.'*.- Hale, pin 399, 3, . 
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was reduced to a wreck) and of her crew IGl were 
killed and wounded ; she then struck ; and, it being 
found impossible to bring the prize into port, she was 
destroyed by the captors. Many British merchantmen 
were likewise captured by the American navy and by 
the privateers that issued from almost every port : the 
number of prizes made during the first seven months 
of the war, is stated to have exceeded 500. These 
naval victories were particularly gratifying to the 
Americans ; but it must not be forgotten, that they 
were, in almost every instance, gained by a broadside 
weight of metal, against which our more lightly-armed 
frigates had no adequate means of resistance ; and that 
in the American navy at this period, there was no 
small proportion of British seamen.* In the following 
year, the capture of the American frigate Chesapeake, 
by the British frigate Shannon, Captain Broke, gave 
a check to the national exultation. Not long after, 
the American brig Argus was taken by the British 
brig Pelican. In the next encounter, between the 
American brig Enterprise and the British brig Boxer, 
tlie latter was captured, but not till the commanders 
of each vessel had been killed in the action : they were 
buried by each other’s side in Portland. 

The military operations of the campaign of 1813, 
were productive of alternate success and reverses. 
The north-western frontier was again the theatre of 
disaster. An American detachment under General 
Winchester, was defeated at French-town, and the 
whole were either killed or taken prisoners. On the 
Ontario frontier, the American arms enjoyed a brief 

* Higher pay was the temptation that prevailed with numbers i 
and they were retained by the motive which led them to fight with 
the more desperatloiii the certainty oT being hung as desertws^ If 
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advantage. York, the capital of Canada, was taken 
possession of by a body of troops under the command 
of General Dearborn, the garrison, after a severe con- 
test, having evacuated the place ; but they remained 
there only to destroy the public stores, and then re- 
embarked, and returned to Sackett’s Harbour.* They 
next proceeded to attack Fort George, which sur- 
rendered after a sharp contest ; but a detadiment of 
500 men were afterwards surrounded and made pri- 
soners by the British. 

Meantime, upon the sea-coast, a distressing preda- 
tory warfare was carried on by large detachments 
from the British navy. One squadron, stationed in 
Delaware Bay, captured and burned every merdiant 
vessel which came within its reach. Another more 
powerful squadron arrived in Chesapeake Bay, com- 
manded by Admiral Cockbum, by whom several towns 
were sacked and burned. These mthless and vin- 
dictive proceedings reflect little honour upon the 
British flag. In September, Lake Erie became the 
scene of an obstinate naval conflict between an Ame- 
rican squadron under Commodore Perry, and a British 
squadron under Commodore Barclay. At one period, 

* In Carey and Lca*s Iliitory, the account of this affair is as fol- 
lows: “York, the scat of government of Upper Canada, being 
abandoned by the enemy, was taken ixMscwion of by tnxqis under 
the command of General Dearborn on the 27th of April. When 
the Americans were withhi a sliort distance of the Britidi works, 
after they had driven before them the best of the enemy’s troops 
by the bayonet, an explosion took place ftom a magaxine previ- 
ously pre|iared for the purpose, by which about one hundred were 
killed, amoqg whom was General Pike, the commander of the 
detachment His troops, undismayed by the fall of their leader, 
or the new species ot enemy tliey had to contend with, gave loud 
cheers, and pushed forward to avenge his death.** Such is the 
popular story ; but as to the alleged Intentional piepaiatlon of 
the enemy’s magazine, Mr. Hale maintalna an incredulous sUence, 
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the American flag-ahip had strudi: her colours ; but 
the Commodore^ sailing in an open boat through the 
midst of the fire, transferred his flag to another ship,* 
and ultimately, the whole of the British squadron 
were compelled to surrender. This brilliant victory, 
which opened tho way for the recovery of all that had 
been lost by the defeat of General Hull, raised 
the exultation of the nation to the highest pitch, and 
the '^gallant Perry’* was everywhere hailed as the 
greatest of naval heroes. A formidable expedition 
was subsequently fitted out for an attempt on Mon- 
treal ; but the obstacles were found greater than had 
been anticipated, and the project was abandoned. 

The abortive issue of this second campaign, not- 
withstanding the partial successes, occasioned loud 
murmurs throughout the nation. In fact, the Ame- 
rican Government began itself to be tired of the un- 
productive and ruinous contest. In the early part of 
the year, the Emperor of Russia had offered his media- 
tion between the United States and Great Britain, 
which offer was promptly accepted on the part of the 
former, and commissioners were nominated to nego- 
tiate a peace at St. Petersburg under the proffered 
intervention. During the ensuing winter, a commu- 
nication was received from the British Government, 

• At fint. the wind being light, the Lawrence, the commodore's 
flag<Bhip. was the only American veawl that could engage in ciose 
action. For two hours she contended alone with two vessels, till 
all but seven of her crew w&e either killed or wounded, and she. 
by the damage she had received, was rendered wholly unmanage- 
able. The wind springing up. Captain Elliot was at length enabled 
to bring the Niagara into action. To this ship. Commodore Perry 
transferred his flag by the bold manenivre above related. Again 
the combat raged with undiminished fury* In a short time, one 
of the British vessels surrendered ; and soon afterwards, another s 
and the rest of the American squadron now Joining in the action, 
the victory on their side was rendered decisive.— Hale. p. 411 . 

PART II. M 
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dedining to treat under the mediation of Runia, and 
proposing a direct negotiation at either London or 
Gottenburg. The proposal was accepted, and Gotten* 
burg was diosen by the American Government, for 
which place Ghent was afterwards substituted. 

For three months, the armies of both nations re- 
mained in inactivity ; but the war was not at an end. 
In the beginning of July, General Brown crossed the 
Niagara with about 3000 men, and took possession, 
without opposition, of Fort Erie. He then proceeded 
to attack the British position at (/hippewa, and an 
obstinate conflict ensued, in which the Americana 
daimed the advantage. On the 25th, a second battle 
was fought near the cataract of Niagara, the roar of 
which was silenced by the thunder of cannon, but was 
distinctly heard during die pauses of the fight. In 
this also, according to the American accounts, the 
honour of keeping the field was theirs, though their 
loss was so severe, that they were compelled to fall 
bade on Fort Erie. There, they were invested by 
General Drummond, and an unsuccessful attempt was 
made to carry the fort by assault. After maintaining 
the siege for forty-eight days, the British General 
withdrew his forces, and returned to Chippewa. 
While these indedsive operations were going forward. 
Sir George Prevost, the Governor-general of Canada, 
entered the American territory, and marched upon 
Plattsburgh near Lake Champlain, while a Britisli 
squadron approached the harbour, with a view to 
destroy the flotilla that were lying there. Nothing 
could be more miserably mismanaged. A furious 
encounter took place on the lake, which lasted for two 
hours and a half, and ended in the surrender of the 
British naval force ! The object of the march being 
thus defeated, the laud forces withdrew to their iu- 
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trencliinentB, and, during the ' night, effected their 
zetreat, having lost more than 600 men by desertion, 
in addition to a heavy loss in killed and wounded. 
Thus closed the third campaign on the northern 
frontier. 

In the beginning of August, a British armament 
arrived in the Chesapeake, consisting of twenty sail of 
tlie line, with about 4000 troops under the command 
of General Ross. A landing was effected, without 
opposition, on the banks of the Patuxent; and the 
troops advanced three days* march up the country, to 
Marlborough, without meeting an enemy.* The im- 
mediate object of the debarkation was, to gain posses- 
sion of Commodore BarTiey*8 giin-boats ; but, during 
the night, a iiiimlier of explosions announced tlieir 
destruction by the Americans themBelves.f It was 
now resolved to advance upon the capital, only a few 
miles distant. A decided resistance, however, now 
began. Riflemen harassed the van, and a strong 
body of troops with artillery made demonstration of 
serious opposition ; but it was not till the following 
day that the Americans made their final stand, behind 
a branch of the Potomac, in rear of the little town of 
Bladensburgh. Here they had formed in three lines, 
doubling the number of the assailants, but consisting 
chiefly of militia ; their front and left flank covered by 
the river, and their right resting on a dense wood and 

* Between Benedict and Marlborough, a march of nearly forty 
miles, there arc ten or twelve difficult defiles* which, with a fow 
hours* labour, might have been rendered so strong, that a small 
detachment with six pieces of light artillery, might have dcfendcit 
them against any force. But no precaution whatever hod been 
taken by Uie Americans to obstruct the approach of an enemy. 

t In the language of the American General Wilkinson, they 
were ** unfortunately abandoned and blown up by order of Pre- 
sident MadiiOD, although in a sltuatioa highly fovouxahle for 
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deep ravine. They had twenty pieces of artillery, some 
of which swept ^e brid^ of Bladensburgh and its 
main approaches, along which the British light brigade 
mshed through a murderous discharge to the attack. 
It was irresistible, and the first line of the Americans 
was driven back upon the second, whidi, in its turn, 
advanced upon the light brigade. In the mean time, 
the second brigade had crossed the bridge, and d^loy- 
ing on the right, turned the left flank of the Ame- 
ricans, and drove it upon the centre. All was now 
thrown into confusion : the victory was with the 
British, and the road to Washington lay open before 
them.* On the 24th, they entered the capital, and, 
after destroying most of the public buildings, returned 
unmolested to Benedict, where they embarked on 
board the trausports.f The squadron whidi liad at 

* Little generalihlp was displayed in this attack, and less spirit 
In the defence. The American jioBition vras so strong, that, had 
they conducted tlieinselves with coolness and resolution, it is 
scarcely conceivable, according to the opinion of a British officer 
present, how they could have lost the day. With the exception of 
Commodore Barney and his sailors, no troops could behave worse 
than they did. General Ross seems to have relied more on the 
effbcts of an immediate attack upon raw troops, than on the ad- 
vantages to be gained by science and skiil; and no attempt was 
made to discover a ford, by which the destructive passage of the 
bridge might have been avoided. 

t The destruction of the national edifices at Washington, has 
refiected a very *■ equivocal glory** upon iu perpetrators. It ww 
a wanton and uselcm outrage upon the feelings of the iwtion. ** Of 
all the errors committed on our part during that unhappy war,'* 
remarks an intelligent British Traveller, •< this was undtnibtedly 
one of the greatest.** Setting aside the question as to its abstract 
defensibility, on the ground of retaliation or otherwise. It is obvious, 
that it was in the highest dqgree impolitic; because its immediate 
elibct, as might have been anticipated, was to break down party 
spirit among the Americans, and to unite them as one man in 
support of the measures of their Government. The firebrand was 
no looiwr applkd to_ their Chief Magistnte’s. Palace and the 
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the same time'l ascended the Potomac, met widi even 
leu resistance than that which had ascended the 
Patuxent. The citizens of Alexandria purchased their 
safety by ddivering up all their shipping, 'merchandise, 
and naval and ordnance stores, with which the in. 
vaders returned to the ocean. 

The success of the attack on Washington, en- 
couraged General Rou to undertake an expedition 
against Baltimore. On the 12th of September, he 
landed 5000 men at North Point, about fourteen 
miles from the city. No opposition was offered to the 
debarkation, but effective preparations had been made 
for the defence of the city, and General Strieker, with 
3000 men, was despatch^ to retard the progress of 
the invaders. The advanced parties met about eight 
miles from the city. In the skirmish which ensued. 
General Rou, who had incautiously ridden to the 
front, to ascertain whence the firing originated, was 
mortally wounded by a shot from a rifleman. The 
command devolved on Colonel Brooke, under whom 
the British advanced to meet the main detachment. 
The battle was better contested than the affair of Bla- 

Natioaal Senate Houaej than thousands who had fhrni the begin- 
ning mainuined a systematic opposition to the contest, at once 
came forward and took up arms to maintain It : their national 
feelings were roused into powerAil excitement, and they Joined in 
oneloud voice of execration at the destruction of their national 
edifices. Our ministers, had such been their object, could not have 
devised a more effectual way of strengthening Mr. Madison's hands. 
Had our troops recorded their triumph upon theftontof the build- 
ings, and left them unliduxed, the indignant feeling of humiliation 
would have wreaked itself on those by whose imbecility the ry p- 
ture of the city had been occssioned, and who escaped so nimbly 
when it fell into the enemy's hands. But the burning of the 
Ings saved Mr. Madbon. A thirst for revenge of the Insult over- 
came every other feeling; and the war became thenceforward, 
what it had not been before, decidedly popular .aiMi^iiatlaBil.*'^ 
Travels, voL i. p. 866. 
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.^tfosbutgli. The American line waa not' shaken by 
either the musketry or the artillery, and did not yield 
ii|itU the bayonet was laid in the rest. As soon, how- 
ever, as their left gave way, the whole army fell into 
•oonfusion, and a complete rcnit ensued. On the fol- 
lowing day, the British came in sight of the lines of 
Baltimore, defended by from 15,000 to 20,000 men, and 
a large train of artillery. To attack these in front, 
would have been exposing the assailants to tremendous 
slaughter ; it was therefore determined to carry Fort 
McHenry on the extreme left of the entrenchments, 
and dose to the bank of the river Petapsco. It waa 
necessary, however, that the guns of the fort "should 
be silenced by the fire of the shipping ; but so many 
difficulties, natural and artificial, were found to be 
interposed, that the large ships could not get up.* 
Deprived of the co-operation of the naval force, the 
British commander was unable to prosecute the en- 
terprise, and the troops were withdrawn. They re- 
turned unmolested to North Point, and, the next day, 
re-embarked. The death of Gieneral Ross seemed to 
have broken up the plan of operation, and the fleet 
soon afterwards left Chesapeake Bay, and separated. 

The military operations of the war were dosed with 
an ill-planned and unsuccessful attack upon New 
Orleans. The defence of this place by the American 
General, Jackson, has been a fruitful theme of extra- 
vagant eulogy, -|- although his bold assumption of ar- 

• It Is Intlmsted tiy Mr. James, In his History of the War, that 
the Admiral called off the lx»nb4hips without necessity, and that 
an oiltar waa made to him by several captains of frigates, to lighten 
their vessels, and lay them atongside the batteries, but was xeAised. 
The American accounts represent the fleet as having been repulsed, 
and the attempt on Baltimore as defeated I 

I General Wilkinson, in a strain of absurd gasconade, raidu the 
aflUr at New Orleans with the victories of Marengo, Austerllts, 
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bitraiy power for this purpose, in violation of the 
constitution, is reluctantly admitted to have been per- 
haps Justified by the emergency.* His promptitude, 
energy, and ability were conspicuously displayed in 
the vigorous exertions he made to put the place into a 
state of defence; and he had excfdlent advisers at 
hand ; but he was still more essentially indebted to 
the mistakes of the assailants. The point of attack 
was ill-chosen, owing to the very defective or erro- 
neous information obtained respecting the local situa- 
tion ; and a forward movement of the first corps that 
landed, in expectation of a general rising in favour of 
the invaders, had nearly occasioned its entire destruc- 
tion. A sudden and furious night attack upon their 
Ateotmc, threw them into complete disorfier ; but they 
soon rallied and beat back the assailants. Had the 
Hnglish general pushed forward more vigorously, he 
would have found the city defenceless ; but time was 
allowed for the Americans to fortify a strong position 
four miles below New Orleans, and five days dapsed 
before an attack was made upon their entrenchments. 
The crowning error lay in ^e fatal gallantry which 
led the intrepid British commander. General Paken- 
ham, to persist in the attack of the American lines, 
after the disorganization of his force, through the 
misconduct of Colonel Mullens. While bravely lead- 
ing to the walls the r^ment that bore the ladders, 
Cteneral Pakenham was killed ; and in attempting to 

LdpiiCf and Waterbx) I Another American ivxiter compares it 
tothoieof Crewy and Aglnoouztl ; 

* Martial law was proclaImed« and the authority of the dvn 
nasbtrate forcibly suspended. •• May no emergency hereafter 
occura** is the comment of an American histnrisna ** in which a 
military ofBcer shall consider himself muthoriBed to cite as a pre- 
cedent diia violation of the coostitution !”— HsVa HisUvyap. 434. 
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iceafAe order. General Gibbs, the second in command, 
vis mortally wounded* General Keene was. also 
' Wunded severely ; and the troops, without officers to 
direct them, halted, then fell back, and fled, leaving 
the plain covered with their dead and wounded. On 
the western side of the river, where the Americans 
were thrice the number of the assailants, and were 
protected by entrenchments, the attadc was completely 
successful : the British party drove the Americans 
before them, until intelligence of the defeat of the 
main army, induced them to desist from the pursuit, 
and to return to their entrenchments. General Lam- 
bert, upon whom the command of the British army 
devolved, having lost hope of success, prepared to 
return to his shipping. In his retreat, he was un- 
molested, General Jackson prudently contenting him- 
self with having repelled the enemy, and not wishing 
to put his laurels in hazard. Such was the victory 
upon whidi, with little reason, the Americans plume 
themselves.* The carnage on the part of the British 
was dreadful ; and it is distressing to reflect, that it 
took place after the treaty of pacification had been 
actually signed at Ghent, and the two nations had, 
therefore, ceased to be at war. The final assault was 
made on the 8th of January, 1815 : the treaty was 
signed upon the 24th of December preceding. 

A seeming fatality had attended the whole of this 
disastrous and unnatural contest from its very com- 
mencement. It was begun almost without an object ; 

* Throughout this ollhir, there was no opportunity for manoeu- 
vring on a grand scale : and excepting the night attack on the British 
advance, which failed. General Jackson did nothing more than 
command an army that defended a parapet too lofty to be carried 
but by escalade. (lis bravery is not to be questioned ; but little 
courage or military skill was requisite for the successful defence of 
such entrenchments. 
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it' was prosecuted without glory or advantage to dther 
party ; and the peace left unadjusted all the ostensiUo 
grounds of war, for the repeal of the orders in oonnoU' 
would have followed of ooucse upon the restoration of 
peace in Europe.* It may be hoped, however, that 
both nations have reaped from dear-bought experience 
a salutary lesson as to the inutility and unprofitable» 
ness of war ; and that the young and sturdy Republic 
^vill in future be deterred from copying the worst vice 
of the old monarchies, a passion for military glory, 
and a delight in that 

■< — game which, were their sul^ects wise, ' 

Kings would not play at.** 

Since the peace of 1815, the annals of the United 
States have exhibited a steady progress of internal im- 
provement and territorial aggrandisement ; but no 
events have occurred of marked or general interest. In 

* In the above account of the transactions .of the war, use .lias 
been made of the American authorities already cited, of Mr. 
James's Naval History, and of •* A Narrative of the Campaigns 
of Washington and New Orleans.** 8vo. London, 182G. The dis- 
crepancies in the respective official statements on either side, 
are numerous and lrreconcileable> and the popular American ac- 
counts are full of the grossest eiuiggeration. Mr. Hale's History 
is, upon the whole, fair and im]wrtlal, and has been chiefly fol- 
lowed. But, as a specimen of its occasional inaccuracies, it may 
be mentioned, that the British Government is represented as 
having, in the Treaty of Ghent, *' receded fkom all their de- 
mands.** It is singular enough, that a writer in the Quarterly 
Review should have committed the same blunder ; on which the 
North American Reviewers observe : ** The only inference which 
can be made fkom this remark, is, that the Writer knows nothing 
about the negotiation of the treaty of Ghent. That treaty was 
a compromise. Each party p r opose d things on which it did not 
insist, and receded ftom terms at first brought forward as essentiaL” 
<^N. Amer. Rev. No. Ixi. p. 484. The treaty of Ghent was merely 
one of pacification, which left the several questions respecting 
boundaries to be settled by commission ; and it contabied no stipu- 
lations respacting the colonial trade, one of the most important 
points in dkpute^ which still nmains in an unsatisfactary statOi 
M 5 
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18179 Mr. Madison was suooeeded in the presideneyby 
Jamas Monroe, who hdd it, by re-eleotion in 1821, for 
the same term as his predecessors in the high oflhse. On 
his retirement in 1825, five candidates for the presi- 
dency presented themselves ; but the contest lay c^efly 
between the New England party, who eventually suo- 
oeeded in elevating Mr. John Quincy Adams (son of 
the successor of Washington) to the presidency, and 
the republicans of the Southern States, who supported 
the pretensions of General Jackson, the hero of New 
Orleans.'* Towards the close of 1828, the contest 
between these parties was renewed, and issued in the 
election ef the General. 

The American Federacy is certainly the most re- 
markable political phenomenon, in its origin, character, 
and rapid development, that the world hu ever wit- 
nessed. Already, the United States lay claim to a geo- 
graphical area which, in point of territorial extent, is 
exceeded only by the empires of Russia, Great Britain, 
China, and Brazil. The celerity with which the po- 
pulation has been multiplying, is unprecedented. Little 
more than forty years have elapsed since the United 
States have taken their rank among nations as an 
independent power. Commencing with less than four 
mlDions of inhabitants, the population has, within that 
time, tripled, being now very nearly equal to the popu- 
lation of England, and exceeding that of either Prussia 
or Spain. By the end of the present century, sup- 
posing it to increase at the same rate, it will amount 
to about half that of the Chinese empire.* The causes 

» Burke, In his memorable speech on Conciliation with the 
Colonies, in March 1775i used expressions which were no doubt re- 
garded ac.the time as rhetoric s they now read like predictions. 
** Such is the strength with which population shoots in that part 
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of this rapid increase are not to be found in the physi- 
oal capabilities of the country, or the mere drcumstanoe 
of there being such ample room for the OFer-growing 
numbers. In Braail, there is a still wider extent of 
fertile territory, with a more genial climate 9 yet, at 
the beginning of the present century, after having been 
coloniBed nearly 300 years. It contained only twelve 
cities, sixty-six towns, and less than half a million of 
inhabitants. Since then, its population, increased by 
emigration from Europe, has risen to between four 
and five millions, one-half of whom are slaves, and the 
whites form only one-sixth of the total. In the United 
States, the case is just reversed : the slaves form one- 
sixth, and the whites very nearly five-sixths. Thus, 
while the total population is nearly three times that of 
Brazil, the white population is about thirteen times as 
numerous. 

But the rapid growth of the commerce of the North 
American States, has been not less remarkable and 
prodigious, than that of the population. And the 
latter circumstance receives its explanation from the 
former. The spirit of commercial enterprise which 
the first settlers brought with them, (and of which it 
is difficult to say, whether it ought to be regarded as 
the parent or the ofispriiig of republican principles,) 
has been the moving power of the political machinery, 
the fountain of national strength, and the soul of 
the social system. It is the spirit of commerce that 

of the world, that, state the numbers as high as we will, while the 
dispute continues, the exaggeration ends. While we are discussing 
any given magnitude, they are grown to it. While we spend 
OUT time in deliberating on the mode of governing two millions, 
we shall find we have millions more to manage. Your children do 
not giow'faster from infancy to manhood, than they spread from 
fiunilies to oommunitles, and ftom villages to nations.**— Speeches, 
voLLp-TR 
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has pushed on the population into the wilderneM* 
opening new channels, creating fresh markets in all 
directions, and calling new cities into existence, as if 
by enchantment, along the line of its mardi. The 
Americans are not only beginning with an area greater 
than that with which other empires dose, but they 
are starting from a point in civilization, and more 
especially in the practical application of the useful arts, 
to which the older empires never attained. The faci- 
lities and security of intercourse between the remotest 
parts of this vast territory, the rapid diffusion of infor- 
mation by means of the press tliroughout the Union, and 
the constant migratory movement that is going forward 
in all directions, connect together the different States 
in a closer geographical union, than is frequently found 
to subsist between the adjacent provinces of a feudal 
empire. While the thoughts of a European cultiva- 
tor range within a cirde of twenty miles diameter, the 
ideas of the American planter or trader traverse the 
wide extent of the national territory between the two 
oceans. The mighty streams of the American conti- 
nent make geographers ” of all the settlers on their 
banks, who depend upon this communication with the 
wide world for all the means of raising themselves 
above the condition of the wandering savages around 
them. In South America, on the contrary, these 
grand inlets to civilization have hitherto been closed 
by the jealous policy that has condemned vast regions 
of fertile country to depopulation and barbarism. So 
opposite to the free and beneficent spirit of commerce 
is the genius of the feudal system, whidi is based upon 
conquest and monopoly. 

In the year 1704, the total exports from this coun- 
try to North America and the West Indies, amounted 
to only 483,265^ In 17739 they had increased to 



NORTH AMERICA, 


193 

44791,7341., which was only 1 , 717 , 000 /. short of the 
whole export trade of England at the former period. 

What England had been growing to by a progressiva 
course of improvement, brought in by varieties of 
people, by succession of civilizing conquests and civiliz- 
ing settlements in a series of I 7 OO years,*' to use the 
emphatic language of Burke, was doubled to her by 
America in the course of a single life.* Subsequently 
to the separation of the Colonies from the mother 
country, the commerce of America has continued to 
increase at a rate quite equal to this. For several 
years after the commencement of the French Revolu. 
tion, the state of the political world was particularly 
favourable to the enterprise of the Americans, whose 
vessels, as neutrals, navigated the ocean in safety, and 
were employed to carry from port to port the commo- 
dities of the belligerents. In fifteen years, beginning 
with 1793 , these favourable circumstances increased 
the amount of American tonnage from 491,000 to 
1,242,000 tons. In 1821, it was 1,262,618 tons ; in 
1826, 1,534,000 tons, being an increase of 111,070 
tons within the year. It is now very nearly i,600,000.t 
The owners are chiefly residents in New England and 
New York : the States south of the Potomac, own 
only one-eighth part of the riiipping. The number of 
persons engaged in commerce in 1820, was 79,400. 
The total value of the exports in the year 1790, was 
20,205,165 dollars. In 1806, it had risen to 101,536,963 
dollars. The export trade has since dedined, owing 
to the restoration of peace in Europe and the increase 

• Burks's Speeches, vol. L p. 283. ' 

’ t The registered tonnageb employed in foreign trade, and the en- 
rolled and licensed tonnage, employed in tbs country trade, fixmed, 
iq 182S, nearly equal proportli^ 
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of hime manafaetiuofl. In 1821, the exports anumnted 
to 84,974,382 doUan, whidi was below the average of. 
the five preceding yean. The exports of 1825 exceeded 
92 millions of dollan ; those of 1826 were only 78 mil- 
lions, while the imports were 85 millions. On the 
other hand, the proportion of the foreig^ trade carried 
on in native vessels, has been steadily increasing. 

The present revenue of the Republic is derived 
principally from duties upon imports. The mean re- 
venue of the years 1826, 7* 8, was 25,022,552 dollan, 
or 5,8171292/. sterling, of which 4,474,000/. was de- 
rived from the Customs ; the remainder arising from 
the sale of public lands, internal revenue, loans and 
treasury notes, direct taxes, and miscellaneous. The 
mean expenditure of those yean was 4,982,830/., of 
which 2,3479423/. was appropriated to paying the in- 
terest of the public debt, and reducing it ; the expen- 
diture on the military department was 818,700/. ; on 
the naval department, 816,709/. ; and the remainder 
comprised the civil list, foreign intercourse, revolu- 
tionary and other pensions, and the Indian depart- 
ment. Exclusive of the revenue of the General Go- 
vernment, the Twenty-four States have eadi a separate 
revenue, amounting collectively to about 1,704,000/.,* 
and, with the revenue of the General Government, to 
79021 , 000 /. It is calculated, that every free individual 
in the Union contributes to the revenue, one way or 
other, about 14s. 6d. yearly.f Small as this sum ap- 

• Theravenue of PeonsylvanUi is the largestf being more than a 
fourth of the aggregate total. In other words, the taxes levied by 
that State, are four times heavier than in the New England States, 
being at the rate of 1 dollar 98 cents for each individual. The 
revenue of New York. Is next in amount, and approadiei to ano- 
therfoiifCh of thetotaL 

t Eicb penon pays to the State Govemment. on the average. 
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pem, it if large in proportion to the aggregate inoome 
of the country l and as the tariff duties from which the 
revenue of the Oeneral Government is derived, are 
levied avowedly for the fostering of the native manu- 
. factures, which are confined to the Northern and Mid- 
dle States,'* the agriculturists of the Southern States 
loudly complain of the unequal and burdensome taxa- 
tion. This revenue must therefore be regarded as 
somewhat precarious; and should the repeal of the 
tariff law be effected, some more direct mode of taxa- 
tion must be resorted to, to meet the demands of the 
public creditor. 

The States in which the greatest attention is paid to 
manufactures, are Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Mas- 
sachusetts, New York, New Hampshire, and Connec- 
ticut. The principal manufactures are those of cotton 
and woollen cloths, of iron, and of leather. In 1820, 

71 cents, or 3 b. annually i to the General Government, 2 dollars 31 
cents, or nearly 3s. 5d. But, excluding the daves, the proportion 
is, to both the State and the General Government, 3 ckdlars 40 
cents. 

• '* The tariff was estabUshed, by small imparities in both houses, 
in 1824, and the duties imposed by It on manufactured goods, varied, 
according to their descriptions, from 25 to 40 per cent, on tlielr value. 
These duties, enormous as their rate appears, were found Insufll- 
dent to render the fabrication of most goods a profitable concern. 
It was proved in evidence before a committee of the CongiesB, in 
1S27 and 1828, that most of the manufacturing estaUishmentt had 
been losing concerns. In woollen goods, it was shewn, that the raw 
material was 40 per cent, higher than in Europe, while the cost of 
implementt, and especially the price of labour, still further exceeded 
that of En^and. The Congress therefore increased the rate of duty 
on every spedes of European goods in a very high degree : in some 
instances, the duty impoMd on coarse woc^en goods was raised to 

leo per cent, on their first cost It is natural that the 

Southern States should loudly complain of being thus grievously 
Jmrdened with taxes, not for the general purposes of the whole of 
the States, b||t to support the unnatural and artificial trade of some 
of thenoitbem people.''-'Quait. Rdr.^No. tacxvii. pp. 244. 
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the number of inhabitants engaged in manufaetores, 
was 349,506, of whom 218,116 (or nearly two-thirds) 
were resident in the nine States north of Belaware 
Bay. It was not till the imposition of the embargo in 
1807, that any considerable impulse was given to this 
brandi of industry. It received a serious check on 
the cessation of the restrictions in 1815, but has been 
on the increase since the year 1818,-H)wing chiefly, 
however, to that system of commercial restrictions 
whidi is exciting at this moment so serious a conten- 
tion between the different sections of the Federal 
Union as almost to endanger the Constitution. 

The complicated contrivance of a Federal Republic, 
must still be viewed as undergoing in America the test 
of experiment. ** To what limits such a republic 
might, without inconveniency, enlarge its dominions, 
by assuming neighbouring provinces into the con- 
deration; or how far it is capable of uniting 
the liberty of a small commonwealth with the safety 
of a powerful empire ; or whether, amongst co-ordi. 
nate powers, dissensions and jealousies would not be 
likely to arise, which, for want of a common superior, 
might proceed to extremities ; are questions,’* re- 
marked Dr. Faley, upon which the records of man- 
kind do not authorize us to decide with tolerable 
certainty. The experiment is about to be tried in 
America upon a large scale.** * As such it appeared 
to the illustrious Father of his Country,'* when, on 
the happy day of his inauguration as President, he 
used these memorable words. The destiny of the 
republiciih modcd of government is justly considered as 
deeply, perhaps as finally staked on the experiment 
intrusted to the American people.’'t Since then, the 

« PSlsrsMonkPhU. Bookvl. C^e. t Hale, F.M3. 
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Thirteen States have increased to Twenty-four ; and 
territories whidi form at present the wastelands of 
the Refiubltc, are, in the hands of the General Govern- 
ment, a sort of geographical empire, the determinate 
political shape of whidi, time must decide. 

The sinister prediction, that the American States 
would soon be dissevered, and form sqiarate empires, 
having discordant interests, and possibly at variance 
with each other,— is adverted to by Dr. Dwight ; who 
meets it with the remark, that the mere separation of 
the American empire into independent districts, would 
not of itself prevent or destroy the prosperity and 
happiness of the commonwealth. Small states,** he 
observes, when safe from foreign invasion, have 
been usually happier than great ones. The limited 
powers of the human mind seem hitherto to have 
been incompetent *to direct with success the internal 
affairs of a great empire, so as to secure to its inha- 
bitants^ihat degree of happiness which has been 
realized in states of a moderate extent. The present 
arrangement of the American territory was intended 
to promote the internal prosperity of the people by 
the division, and their safety by the union, of the 
States. How far it will answer this end, is yet to be 
proved. For ought which man can foresee, other 
divisions, and other unions, may be necessary.'** 

In our country,** says another intelligent American 
writer, all is yet new and in progress ; nothing has 
received its finish ; neither its moral nor its physical 

• Dwight's Travels^ vol. Iv. p. 513. •• Should these hereafter 

take place." adds the learned Writer. •• New England and New 
York will, almost of oouise, be united in the same political body. 
The Inhabitants are now substantially one people ; their interests 
of every kind are insepanUy blended: and not a natural or ra- 
tional cause of division csn^ be. found, in dther their physical, or 
rnonl ciicttmitanoes.'* 
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dmbpttmt b oomidetei tad tlui iheorfit em ttily 
pronuNtim, that, thus to, it bat, in an admindde 
di^gvM, mbtovad the futetantial ends of , himuin 


Waiving any refleotUms or tpeoulationi of our own 
in lihb place, we liaaten to eommonoe our topograpluGa^ 
•nrvey of the oountry with a deteriptlon of what may 
be r^puded ae ite oommerdal metropoUa, though not 
the fedenl capital, -«• the London, tho^h not the 
Weatminster, of the United Statea. 


• North Amcflcin RoTiew* No. llUi p. 451. 





'iPOiiS.’c, ::igii<L:sr.5-. 

Xcai«i<E:^il>!i3hfi3TJV -UsKCiai. PatP'Eios'ter So’w. U«c. 1JS29. 
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TOPOGRAPHIC Ali DESCRIPTION. 

NEW YORK. 

No oommercial city can boast of a more striking or 
advantageous position, than that of New York. It 
stands upon the southern point of Manhattan Island. 
The Hudson or North River Hows by it on the 
western side ; a narrow part of Long Island Sound, 
familiarly termed the East River, washes it upon the 
other ; while in front, a noble bay expands between 
the shores of Long Island and New Jersey, in which 
the united navies of the world might spread their 
canvas. Below the Bay are the Narrows, formed by 
heights which jut forward with a line sweeping bend, 
giving a circular form to the magnificent basin, and 
facilitating the defence of the harbour. At various 
points above and below them are forts of such im- 
posing strength, that it seems impossible that any 
naval armament can reach the city, unless with the 
co-operation of a powerful laud force. Ice very 
rarely, now, obstructs the navigation;* and about 
twenty miles from the city, the Atlantic opens to 
the vessels, without a rock or island to annoy them. 

Approaching the city at sunset,'* says a female 
Traveller, I shall not soon forget the impression 
which its gay appearance made upon me. Passing 

• WhfleTPhiladelphia, Baltimore, and Alexandria are choked 
up by Ice in severe winters, (as in that of 1804,) New Yorkscarcely 
auflbm any inconvenience from it. This Is owing partly to the 
saltncss of the Sound and the Bay. The water at New York dif- 
fers but little in saltness from the neighbouring Atlantic. The 
openness of the port is also to be ascribed in part to the greater 
ebb and flow of the tide.'*— Lambert’s Travds, voL i. p. 54i 
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slowly Tound its southern point, formed by the con« 
iltience of the Hudson with what is called the East 
River, we admired at our leisure the striking pano- 
rama which encircled us. Immediately in our front, 
was the battery, with its little fort and its public 
walks, diversified with trees, impending over the water, 
numberless well-dressed figures gliding^ through the 
foliage, or standing to admire our nearing vessel. In 
the back-ground, the neatly painted houses receding 
into distance ; the spiry tops of poplars peering above 
the roofs, and marking the line of the streets. The 
city gradually enlarging from the battery as from the 
apex of a triangle, the eye followed, on one side, the 
broad channel of the Hudson and the picturesque 
coast of Jersey^ at first sprinkled with villages and 
little villas, their white walls just glancing in the 
distance through thick beds of trees ; and afterwards 
rising into abnipt precipices, now crowned with wood, 
now jutting forward in. bare walls of rock. To the 
right, the more winding waters of the East River, 
bounded, on the one side, by the wooded heights of 
Brooklyn and the varied shores of Long Island, and 
on the other, by quays and warehouses, scarcely dis- 
cernible through the forest of masts that were crowded 
as far as the eye could reach. Behind us stretched 
the broad expanse of the bay, whose islets, crowned 
with turreted forts, their colours streaming from 
their fiag-staifs, slept on the still and glowing waters, 
in dark or sunny spots, as they variously caught or 
shunned the gaze of the sinking sun. It was a 
glorious scene, and we almost caught the enthusiasnv 
of our companions, who, as they hailed their native 
city, pronounced it the fairest in the world.** * 


Wright's (Frances) Views of Society^injAmericaj pp. 9—11. 
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The harbour of New York,’* says another Tra- 
Teller, to whom we are indebted for the most distinct 
description of this city, is one of the best in the 
country, and is capable of almost unlimited extension. 
The wharfs skirt both sides of the island, and piers 
project at right angles into the stream, leaving inter- 
mediate slips, which have many of the advantages of 
wet docks, and are free from several of their incon- 
veniences. The tides rise and fall about six feet, 
but there is always water enough abreast of the piers 
to float the largest merchantmen. They do not, 
liowever, enjoy the advantage of dry docks, for the 
tide does not ebb sufliciently to empty them, and me- 
chanical means have not yet been resorted to ; but 
vessels which need repair, are heeled down in shallow 
water, first upon the one side, and then upon the 
other. Masts surround the city like reeds on the 
margin of a pool ; and when one passes along the 
wharfs, and witnesses the never-ceasing operations of 
loading and discharging, warping out and hauling in, 
vessels of every description arriving and sailing with 
every breeze that blows, tf)gether with the bustling of 
shippers, custom-house oiflcers, sailors, and carmen, 
he cannot but be impressed with the great extent of 
the commerce which can supply such extensive means 
with such unceasing employment.”** 

While nature has done so much for this city, as re- 
gards its pleasant and advantageous situation, art has 
as yet done little, at least in the way of ornamental 
architecture. Except the City Hall, there is scarcely 
a public building worth noticing. The streets, in 
the lower and older portion of the city,” says Mr. 
Duncan, are very narrow and crooked, and, what is 

* Duncan's Travels, vol. i. p. S?0‘. 
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more immediately inexcusable/ are kept in very bad 
order. Garbage and litter of almost every kind are 
thrown out upon tlie pavement, whore a multitude of 
hogs of all ages riot in abundance.* The foot-walks 
ai*e incumbered with projecting steps and cellar doors, 
lamp-posts, pump-wells, and occasionally poplar-trees ; 
and where any open s]>ace occurs, barrels, packing- 
boxes, and wheel -barrow 8 are not unfrequently piled 
up. No town affords greater facilities for subterra- 
neous drains, for the ground slopes on both sides from 
the centre to the water ; and no town that 1 evcT saw, 
stands so much in need of them. The more modern 
streets are gr(?atly superior in every nispect : they arc 
in general wide and straight, and the foot-walks are 
comparatively free from projections and ijiciimhrnnces. 
The city is throughout very indifferently lighted ; and 
in many places, the feeble glimmerings of a solitaiy 
oil-lamp must struggle past tw'o stately trees, whicli 
stand like sentinels to defend it." 

Broadway, the principal street, (compared by IMr. 
Duncan to the Trongnte of Glasgow, and })y the Ame- 
ricans styled the Bond-street of New \’oi'k,) inns in a 
straight line from tho Battery, through the centre of 
the city, to its extremity in Blooxningdalc road. It 
measures three miles in length, and is about 2)0 feet in 
width. It occupies in general the highest part of the 

* ** Wc believe* that there is not a more complete set of laws jii 

the Union* for the pronioiion of clcaiiliiips* than thc&c cnaclL’tl by 
the corpoTalinn of this city ; yet* it is remarked on all hands* that 
the streets of New York arc the dirtiest in the United States. 
us there appears one nulical cause of this* and that is* the number 
of swine which arc allowed to go constantly at large. We are aware 
that there is a prohibitory law in existence resiiecting these ani- 
mals ; but they roam abroad at pleasure* no one considering ittliclr 
business to biterfere with them.**— Picture of New York* p. .'iJ. 
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ground on xrhich the city stands, and for nearly two 
miles is pretty compactly bnilt, the houses chiefly of 
red brick ; but there is still a considerable mixture of 
paltry wooden ones. A few scattered poplars skirt 
each side ; but they are too ragged and dusty in sum- 
mer to be at all beautiful, and their bareness in winter 
increases the dreariness of the prospect. 

The early Dutch settlers,’* continues Mr. Dun- 
can, with a pertinacious but characteristic adherence 
to national customs, imported bricks from Holland to 
construct their dwellings ; and a few of these houses 
still remain. They are one story in lieight, with the 
gable end to the street, and a little iron wcathercocrk 
pei-ched upon the top of it. The British settlers, how- 
ever, of more innovating dispositions, laid the surround- 
ing foiHfsts under cuutrilmtion for building materials ; 
and a considerable proportion of the older part of the 
city is still constructed of wood. Frc(pient and de- 
striictivi} fires were the natural conseipieiice of this 
system ; and these are still, every winter, grubbing out 
a few of the remaining woimIcii tenements. The 
erection of wooden houses is now prohildted, and the 
brick ones which succeed them, are built with a neat- 
ness which is unknown in houses of a similar material 
at home. The bricks are made of a very fine clay, 
which aifords a very close and smiHith grain ; and the 
buildings are always showily painted, either of a bright 
red with white liues upon the seams, or of a dean look- 
ing yellow. In many of the more recent ones, the 
lintels and steps are of marble. Stone buildings are 
very rare. 

Tile City Hall is a splendid edifice, almost entirely 
of white marble ; the architecture, however, is unfor- 
tunately very faulty, so that the very reverse of Ovid’s 
description, ^ Alateriam superabal opusy is in this 



204 


NORTH AMERICA. 


case applicable.’* Internal convenience seems to have 
been the presidini? principle in its design ; and a re- 
publican propensity to saving, exhibited in constructing 
the basement story of red free-stone, and tlie dome of 
painted wood, has still further injured its appearance. 
The building is an oblong square with projecting 
wings, two stories iiL height besides the basement ; 
with a portico of half the height between the wings, 
and a kind of lantern dome, supporting a figure of 
Justice. The portico consists of sixteen Ionic columns, 
springing from a handsome flight of steps, but unhap- 
pily surmounted with a balustraded balcony, in ])Iace of 
a pediment. In the front, there are no fewer than 
between sixty and seventy windows ; some of them 
fiat, and others arched, and a few with intervening 
Corinthian pilasters. The prevailing defect is the 
absence of simplicity and grandeur. The portico, 
in relation to the building, is exceed! figly dwarfish ; 
and the windows, with their minute ornaments, break 
down the whole into too mucli detail ; the injudicious 
use of red stone also, in the basement story, materially 
diminishes the apparent height. The principal entrance 
is by the portico in front : within is a handsome lobby, 
with a marble stair of elegant proportions, leading 
to the second story ; and from a circular railed gal- 
lery at the landing-place, ten marble columns arise, 
supporting the dome. The apartments of the build- 
ing are appropriated to the use of the Common Coun- 

* The foundation stone of this edifice was laid on the 26th of 
September, 1H03, and it was finished in 1H12, at an expense of half 
a million of doilars, exclusive of the furniture. The old City Hall 
is described by Morse as a brick building ** more strong than ele- 
gant,” three stories in height, with wings. In the asseinbly-chain- 
ber were x>ortralts of Columbus, of the King and Queen of France, 
*' as large as the life,” (presented to Congress by his Most Christian 

hlajesty,) and of General Washington.^ 
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cil of the City, and the diflTerent Courts of Ijaw. The 
cliair occupied by the Mayor in the Council-room, is 
the same in which VTashiiigton sat, when presiding 
at the tirst Congress of the United States ; and a full- 
length portrait of this great man, with those of some 
others of the Revolutionary chiefs, adonis the walls. 
In the other rooms, there is a profusion of portraits 
of odicers who distinguished themselves during the 
recent conflict. It is remarkable, that in this building 
there is no room at all adapted for the purpose of a 
popular meeting. We may well wonder at this omis- 
sion in tlie principal city of a republican State, where 
every Act of the 1/egislature is introduced by the 
proud preamble, — ‘ IVc the people of Ihe State of Neto 
Vorlc^ hy the yrace of God^ free and independent.' 

“ A very few of the churches are of stone, but their 
architecture in general presents glaring specimens of 
had taste. The stcieplcfs are, in some cases, lofty, but 
arc always of wood, and though as gay as white jiaint 
and a gilt weathercock can make them, have, to one 
from the old country^ au air of paltriness and inse- 
curity ; one of them is so exceedingly slender, that it 
might not inaptly be likened to an enormous darning- 
needle. In one of tlie principal cliurches, the architect, 
wishing to avoid the incMingruity of a steeple rising 
above a Greci<*iii porticu), ha.s placed it at the other end 
of the building : in this, there is, of course, only a 
choic^e of didiciilties, but the result is, in the present 
e.ase, not happy, for the awkward position suggests to 
the spectator tiie idea of a tail. 

In front of the City Hall is a triangpilar gi'ass- 
plot, of half an acre or so, intersected with gravel- 
w;ilks, and skirted on two sides with a few poplars, 
which is dignified with the rather inappropriate name 

TART n. x_ 



206 


NORTH AMERICA 


of the Park. Green turf, however, is scarce within 
the precincts of the City, and the natives may \te ex- 
cused although they overrate a little what they possess. 
The only other portions are, the Howling Green and 
the Battery. The Bowling Green is a small oval 
Inclosure, at the lower end of Broadway, in the centre 
of which once stood a lesiden statue of our good old 
King ; but when tlie natives threw oiF their allegiance 
to George the Third, they turned his representative 
into bullets, and fired them at his troops. The Battery 
is a strip of ground at tlie southern extremity of the 
island, about a quarter of a mile in length, which, in 
the days of the Dutch governors, was the site of an 
earthen breast- work, over whicli a few pi(H;es f)f cannon 
pfesented themselves to the vessels coming up the hay ; 
but the embankment has long been levellt^d, and tlie 
guns thrown aside. It is now covered with a verdant 
turf, and shaded by the brancliing foliage of numerous 
trees, with a modem stone fort of great strength, 
projecting from one corner of it iiLto tlie water. In <*1 
summer evening, the Battery is a desi?rvedly favourite 
promenade, and the prosiiect which it affords, is very 
rarely to he equalled. The noble bay expands before 
it ; bounded, on the left, by the sloping liills and val- 
leys of Long Island ; in front, by the Narrows, about 
ten miles off ; and on the right, by the shores of New 
Jersey. Two or three forts appear upon as many 
islands, and vessels of every size, from the seventy- 
four gun-ship to the sloop at anchor or under sail. 
The cliffs of some stately mountain are almost all that 
could be desired 'to complete the landscape. A native 
of New York listens with impatience to the praises of 
the Bay of Naples ; and it is said, that some who have 
seen both, have expressed some hesitation as to which 
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desei'vcs the palm. 1 suspect that Vesuvius is more 
than sufficient to turn the balance.” 

When the Dutch first established themselves on the 
Island, its surface presented a very irregular appear, 
ance. In some places, the ground rose into craggy 
hills ; in other parts were low hollows and marshy 
swamps, liy great labour and expense, tliat part on 
which the City is built, has been nearly levelled, and 
the marshes filled up. Only a few years ago, there 
was still a lake of freshwater, called ‘^the Collect,*’ 
near the middle of the City, of which scarcely a vestige 
remains ; and towards the Eiist River, there was a 
considerable elevation called Bayard's Mount, which 
lias been nearly all cleared away to make room for level 
streets. In 1040, New York was a mere village, and 
the only dwelling-houses were few, low, and straggling. 
The most prominent buildings were then, according 
to its erudite and right pleasant historian, Diedrich 
Knickerbocker, the Fort, the Church of St. Nicho- 
las, the Jail, the Governor's dioiise, the Gallows, the 
Pilloiy, the West India Stores, and the CJity Tavern,” 
of which there are now no remains, lii ICO/f thirty- 
four years after the Dutch had been expelled by the 
Englisli, the population of New York amounted to 
only 4302 persons. In 1790, it had increased to up-* 
wai’ds of 33,000 (including 2369 slaves). In 1810, it 
had risen to 96,000; in 1816, to 100,619; in 1819, 
to 119,657; iu 1826, to 166,086; and it must now 
exceed 170,000, including the population of Brooklyn 
on the opposite sliore of Long Island, which may be 
considered as a suburb.f 

For a long time after the Independence of the 

; * Duncan, vol. j. pp. 27—34. 

t La Fayette, vol. i. p. 2U, Mr, Cooper states It at about 

yoo.ouo. 
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United States had been established, New York bad to 
contend for supremacy against a powerful rivalry. 

Philadelphia, distant less than a hundred miles, n as 
not only more wealthy and more populous, but, for 
many years, it enjoyed the Cclat and advantage of 
being the capital of the Union. Boston and Ibdtiinore 
are both sea-ports of c^xtcmsive connections and <}f 
great and onlighteiied enterjirisc. Against this seri« 
oils competition, howevcT, New \'oik striiggleil with 
success, gi'adually obtaining the superiority in tonnage 
and in population ; until, within a f(‘w years, op]>o- 
sition has silently yicddcd to the force of cireuriistanees, 
and those towns, which had so long been rivals, have 
become auxiliaries to her aggrandis(>nient.” * In 17:115, 
the number of vessels that entered this port from 
foreign countries was and coastwise, 1 . Tin* ex- 
ports hail umoiintod, tlie preceding year, to 2,5;h">,7n0 
dollars, and the customs to 1,258,7*58 dollars, in 1785. 
the customs were double that amount, and the exports 
had quadrupled. In 1818, the latter amounted in 
value to 19,800,031 dollars. In tlio following years, 
they declined, amounting, in 11520, to only 13,18.3,244 
dollars, of wliich about oiie-lhird was foreign produce. 
But ill 1825, they had risen to 35,250,281 dollars, of 
which foreign produce constituted two-hftlis. The 
revenue c>ollected at this port, luas amounted of late to 
one-fourth of the total sum collected by Ooveriiment 
tboiighoiit the United States.-|- 

The natural advantages of its position must always 
render this port an important em])orium. It is the 

* Cooper's Notions, vol. i. p. ]G.*I. 

t Dwight, vol. iii. p. 4iM. Picture of New York, p. 143. Carey 
and Lea. p. 143. The chief exports from this State consist of 
wheat, maize, rye. beef, lairk. hmiber. pearl-ash. and manufactured 
goods. 
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first practirnlilc port at all seasons of the year, after 
rpiittiiig the mouth of the Chesapeake for the north- 
warrl. It lies In the nn/rlc formed by the coast, and 
whence the courses to Kiirope, to the '\rt?st Indies, or 
to the Soiitlierii Atlantic, can be made direct. Shi])s 
from Virfrinia or Ijouisiaiia commonly pass within a 
day’s sail of New York on their Avay to Eiirojie; 
and <'oasters from lloston frotiiiently sto]) at tlie wharfs 
of this (lity, to deptisit part of their freif^ht, before 
pro('eediii>if further southward. Its capacious and ex- 
ctdient roadstead, its secrure j»ort and niagnifiecnt bay, 
are not its only advanta£|fi\s. It commands an in- 
ternal navigation of almost unequal extent. Eastward, 
the Sonml o])(ms to it 200 miles of the New England 
shore, and 140 of that of I^nig Island. Tlirongh'the 
adjacent hays, small vessels jienetrate in almost every 
direction into New Jersey. Nortliward, the Hudson, 

the finest natural canal in the world,’* affords a 
navigation of 1 70 miles; and by means of the great 
canals communicating with Liake Erie on the one side* 
and liuke Champlain on the other, | this City has 

* Tlio Kric (’annl, cxtciKlin;; Trom that J.akc to the Hudson, a 
(listaiH'v of aiiO miles, ^vns br!;iin in 1817, :ui(l eoniplcteil in 182J), at 
an cspriisc of rj,0tl0,(HKI dollars. It is deservedly charAeterixeil as 
one of the greatest works of the kind ever undertaken. It is 40 feet 
ivido on the siirfare. Hit at the liottoin, and 4 fectdeeiK From Diif- 
faloon Lake F'ric to M(mle/.iiiiia on .Seneca river (I. 'in miles), the 
level uniformly descends ; the total descent is UM feet by locks. 
From Montexuma to Utica (fHJ miles), it uniformly ascends, the 
tiscent being 4i>fect by 0 locks ; but for 07 miles there is not a lock. 
From Utica to Albany (KM) miles), it again descends 41!) feet by 51 
locks. — farcy an<l Lea. 

-y The (Mi.implnin Canal, 22 miles In Icngtii, connecting that 
I.ake with the Hudson, was compleled in lH:>n. Hut since tlien, 
this canal appears to have lieeii extended, so as to fall into the 
great western t anal, its total extent lieing now estimated at 84 
miles. The cost of both canals was 0,1 2:},tN)l) dollars. The tolls 
amounted in l«iV», to 500,000 dollars ; in 1827, to 851), DIM). 

N 3 
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become the concontratinp: point of tlie commerce of tlie 
Great Lakes on the left, and the State of Vermont on 
the rif^ht. Another canal, commenced in 1825, is to 
unite the Hudson with the head waters of the l>ela- 
ware ; and one is in proj^ess, which, hy coiinectiiifj 
those of the Ohio with Lake Erie, will open an inland 
communication hetwi^en New York and New Orleans, 
a distance of more tliaii 2000 miles. Three or four 
hiindrc*d vessels, averaf^iiijr ftirty tons, are employed 
continually on the lludsou duririp; the mild season; 
and the advantapres arising from tl'.e ap}>licatiou of 
steam to navigation, of which New ^'ork first set the 
example, are here exhihited in tlitfir fullest extent. 

Owing to the recent and rapid increase of its hiisi. 
ness and population. New Yi>rk wears the aiija^araiice 
almost of a new city ; and a de-scription of a few years’ 
standing, becomes obsolete. Lambert, ^rlio travelled 
in 1800 — 8, dcseribos it as the finest and tnost agree- 
able city, as regards its situation and hiiihlings, in the 
United States; having neither the narrow and con- 
fined irregularity of Boston, nor the monotonous re- 
gularity of Philadelphia, hut a happy medium lietweeii 
both.” liainl in this city, which, twenty years before, 
had sold for 50 dollars, was tlicii worth 1500 ; so 
rapidly had it risen in value. Tt contained at that 
time thirty-three jilaees of worship ; which, if correct, 
was only thirteen more than in 1780. Dr. Dwiglit, 
however, describing the city in 1811, enumerates lifty- 
live. In 1821, the whole nnmher of churches and 
chapels in the city aiul county of New York, was 71 ; 
and they are now stated to amount to 00 ; viz, 
Presbyterian (Trinitarian), 22 ; Episcopal, 18 ; Bap- 
tist, 14; Beforined Dutch, 18; JMetJiodist Society, 8 ; 
IBethodist Episcopal, 7 ; Methodist African, 8 ; liide* 
]>endents, 4 ; Friends, 8 ; iloraan Catholics, 8 ; liii- 
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thorans, 2 ; Unitarians, 2 ; UniversalistS, 2 ; Mora- 
vians, 1 ; Hebrew Synago^ie, 1 ; New Jerusalem, 1, 
Besides which, the State Prison, the Penitentiary*, 
tlie Alms-house, the Bridewell, and the Debtors’ 
Prison, are all furnished with cha])els, iu whieli the 
doctrines of tlie Reformation are faithfully preached.* 
Ainon^ the <;hnrches. Dr. Dwicflit i)articularizes St. 
John’s, in Hudson's Square, as one of the richest, and, 
ill the interior, one of the most beautiful. The steeple 
of St. Paul’s is praised, but the churcli is massive and 
heavy. •]- Tht! other public buildings, liesides the 
]irisons above refern‘d to, arc a (reneral Hospital and 
Lunatic Asylum, Coluiiibia Colle^^e, a Free School, 
an Orphan Asylum, a Public Library, the Custom 
House, the United States* Arsenal, the State Arsenal, 
two Theatres, the Banks, the (!ity Hotel, the Tontine 
Coifee House, and tlie Halls occupied by the IVasliiiipf- 
ton, Arechanics, and Tammany Societitfs.J None of 

* 111 Morse’s. Anioricaii Ciefigraphy, publisheil in IJH'J, the places 

of worship in New York are enumerated as follows: Kefonnecl 

Dutch, 3; rrcsbyterians, 4; Episcopal, 3; Cieruian, Lutheran and 
Calvinists, 2; Uoinaii (’atholic, 1; Kriends, 1 ; HaplisL, ‘J; Mn> 
raviaiis, 1 ; Methodists, ] ; Jews* Syiin^t>{;iic, J : Krencli l^rou-slaiit 
church (out of repair;, 1: total, 20. 

I St. Paul’s Cha]iel in Broadway, completed in 1700f contains, 
Morse says, ** a superb monument, erected by order of (!on/7ress, 
to the memory of the brave (reneral Montgomery, who fell iu the 
attack of (Juc‘bec, in December 177''*-” 

4: The 'J'ammany Society, or ('oliimhiaii Order, was professedly 
established to allord relief to persons in distress. Its principal 
business, however, Or. Dwight says, is believed tfi be that of in- 
fJiieiiring <-lei'lions. Tlie Wnsliingloii Benevolent .Society also, 
though really employed in inany lK>iicvoIeiit purposes, is substan- 
tially a political association. 'I'lie s:inK* may be said of some others. 
— Dwight, vol. iii. ]■. 44(1. The iiumlx'r of ostensibly benevolent 
societies in New ^■ork, is stated by LanilH:rl to \ic 31. They have 
since then increased. Some of tlieiii are of :m iiiideniahly disin- 
terested and philanthropic character. Captain Basil Hall .speaks 
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these are' distingiiislied, however, by any particular 
architectural beauty. Lieutenant Hall spent an even, 
ing in one of the theatres, — a shabby building with- 
out, poorly lighted and decorated within ; the play 
was wretched, and miserably acted ; and the audience 
consisted almost entirely of men.” Mr. Lambert, on 
the other hand, speaks of the principal theatre as 
large, handsome, and well fitted up ; and Mr. Cooper’s 
performances obtained for him the honour of being 
regarded as the American Kemble. But the Ame- 
ricans generally have little taste for the di-ama. Danc- 
ing is the favourite amusement. New York has its 
Vauxhall and its Ranelagh, but they are poor imita- 
tions of those near London.*’ * There is a small Mu- 
seum at New York, the best part of which is a collec- 
tion of birds, well preserved, and the worst, a set of 
wax-work figures. A Botanic Garden, founded by 
Professor Hosack, in 1801, is now under the charge 
of Columbia College. This ixistitution, which origi- 
nally bore the name of King’s College, was established 
by lottery, and incorporated by charter in 1754. It 
was designed for the purpose of educating youth in 
the learned languages and in the arts and sciences. 
In 1709, a faculty of medicine was annexed to it ; but 
in I8O7, a distinct college of physicians was established. 
There are four professorships ; of moral philosophy, 
classical literature, tlie physical sciences, and Ixelles 
lettres. New York has also its Literary and Philo- 
sophical Society (chartered in 1814) ; its Historical 
Society ; its Academy of Fine Arts ; and a Lyceum 

with warm praise of the House of Refuge for Juvenile Delinquents. 
— See B. Hairs Travels, voL i. p. 24. 

* Lambert, vol. I. p. HI. In the centre of the Vauxhall garden 
is <• a large equestrim statue of Washington,** , 
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of Natural History.* These four societies have their 
respective apartments in the New York Institution, the 
western division of which is occupied by the Museum. 

In the number of its Religious Institutions, New 
York presents an honourable feature of the state of 
society. In the Picture of New York for 1818, we 
find enumerated no fewer than twelve Missionary 
Societies, the oldest of which, the New York Afis- 
sionary Society, (supported principally by the Presby- 
terian denomination,) was instituted in 1796. In 
181G, the American Bible Society was instituted by a 
convention of delegates from Bible Societies in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States.f Besides this central 
Institution, New. York has several separate Auxiliary 
Bible Societies ; idso, a Tract Society, a Sunday School 
Union, and various Education Societies. 

Morse describes New York, forty years ago, as 
the gayest place in America.” The ladies,” he 
says, in the richness and brilliancy of their dress, 
are not equalled in any city in the United States, not 
even in Charleston, which has heretofore been called 
the centre of the beau monde. In point of sociability 
and hospitality,” he adds, New York is hardly ex- 
ceeded by any town” in the Union. With rega^ to 
their love of literature, and their patronage of the arts 
and sciences, inquiries could not then be answered 
quite satisfactorily. Dr. Dwight bears a similar tes- 
timony to the hospitality by which its inhabitants are 
distinguished. Tables are spread here,” he says, 
with a luxury that must, I think, satisfy the demands 

s Of thlB'phlloBophlcal Society* Captain Basil Hall* who attended 
some of the meetings* speaks in tenns of unusual panegyric. 

t In 1838, the American Bible Society had issued 611*108 copies 
of the Bible or New Testament; and its Auxiliary Societies 
amounted' to 647* 
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of any epicure. The economy of the inhabitants is, 1 
think, less remarkable and less universal, than their 
industry. The furniture and carriages of many of 
the inhabitants are rich and beautiful. Until latdy, 
almost all the coaches were private property. Hackney 
coaches are now employed in considerable numbers.*... 
The general attachment to learning is less vigorous in 
this city, than in Boston, commerce having originally 
taken a more entire possession of the minds of its 
inhabitants. The character of New York, however, 
has for some time been materially changing in this 
respect. Wealth also, in a much higher degree than 
good sense can justify, is considered as conferring im- 
portance and distinction on the owner.” This last 
circumstance, indeed, is by no means peculiar to the 
city of New York. Mr. Cooper tells us, that ‘‘ here, 
as elsewhere, the patyenus are commonly the most 
lavish in their expenditure, either because money is 
a novelty, or because they find it necessary to pur. 
chase consideration by its lilieral use.'* With regard 
to the general character of the society, it comprises, 
we are told, such a melange of customs, nations, and 
manners, all tempered, without being destroyed, by 
the institutions and opinions of the country,’* that it 
scarcely admits of definite description. Society iu 
New York, in consequence of its extraordinary in. 
crease, is rather in a state of effervescence, than set- 
tled ; and where that is the case, the lees sometimes 
get nearer to the surface than is desirable.” M’'ith 
the exception of New Orleans, it is the only city in 

• Mr. Cooper says : •« I should think about the same proportion 
of the inhabitants keep carriages here as in France. The equipages, 
with the exception of liveries and heraldic blasonries, are very 
much like those of London."— NotiooSi Ac. vol. 1. p. 90^ 

t Dwight, voL UL pp, 451—403. 
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the Umon that has not the character of a provincial 
town.” * 

The languages spoken in this city are very various. 

When passing through the streets, you will hear 
English, French, Dutch, and German, and all the 
various brogues spoken by the numerous nations, when 
imperfectly acquainted with the English tongue.** It 
is computed, that one third of the inhabitants are 
either natives of New England or descendants of 
those who have emigrated from the northern States. 
Not more than a third of the population is, strictly 
speaking, native to this State ; and the proportion of 
Europeans of various nations, is probably larger than 
in any other city in the Union.f Captain Basil Hall 
describes the first impression made upon an English- 
man, on his arrival, as very singular. While so many 
things recall the sea^ports of England, abundant indi- 
cations of its being another country force themselves 
on the attention. The signs over the shop-doors 
were written in English ; but the language we heard 
spoken, was different in tone from what we had been 
accustomed to. Still, it was English. Yet, there was 
more or less of a foreign air in all we saw, especially 
about the dress and gait of the men. Negroes and 
negresses also were seen in abundance on the wharfs. 
The foiTO of most of the wheeled carriages was novel.'* 

• Notions of the Americansi vol. 1. pp. 16^221 . 

t According to a statement In a New Vork newspaper, the num- 
ber of passengers who arrived at the port of New York between 
March 1, IHlli. and December II. 181!). was 35.500. consisting of 
the following classes, as entered at the Mayor*8 olHce ; vi;:.. Ame- 
ricans. 10.028; English. 7029; Welsh. 500; Scotch. 1492; Irish. 
0007: French. 030; Germans. 499; Simnlsh. 217: Portuguese. 
54 ; Hollanders. 155 ; Italians. 193 ; Swiss. 372 : Norwegians. 9 ; 
Swedes. 28 ; Danes. 97 : PrufldaiiB^ 48 ; Sard^asj 3.— Uodgsou’a 
IiettecB, volf U- 1 *. 123. 



216 NORTH AMERICA. 

The names of places, and the inscriptions over the 
doors,*— some of them singularly uncouth and strange, 
concur to remind the stranger that he is in a new 
country. This impression, however, soon wears off. 
On returning to New York from the interior, “ all 
that visionary, dreamy kind of effect which the strange 
mixture of new and old objects had excited on first 
landing from England, liad so completely fied,” that 
our Traveller could with difficulty recall even a trace 
of it to his recollection.* 

The police of New York, Dr. Dwight says, has be- 
come superior to that of any other city in the Union ; 
notwithstanding that its efficiency does not extend to 
the cleanliness of the streets. There is another point 
also, on which the wisdom and enterprise of the citi- 
zens are not disi»layed to advantage. The water is 
generally very bad ; and an attempt made to supply 
the city with pure and wholesome water, was perverted 
into a miserable job, and fsuled. A still more serious 
drawback on the “ otherwise unrivalled position” of 
New York, is the occasional visitation of the yellow 
fever, Mr, Cooper tells ns, that the most exaggerated 
notions prevail in Europe concerning the danger of 
the disease in this latitude. The malady,” he says, 
“ rarely appears before tlie last of August, and has 
invariably disappeared with the first frosts, which are 
commonly felt here in October. The fever of 1821, 

• Hall, vol. 1. p. 6. vol. ii. p. 20G. •• Hour and Feed Store**— 
« Cheap Store*’—” Clothing Stortf’— Cake Store and Bakery’*- 
” Wine and Tea Store,” explain themselves. •• Liberty Street"— 
•'Amos Street”—” Thlrty-flret Street”—" Avenue A.»* are not less 
diaiacteristic. But the following list of places on Long Island, 
noivpa to an Inn-door at Brooklyn, is not a little curious ; — " Plat 
Bush and Bath— Hempstead— Jerusalem— Cow Neck— Westliury— 
Mosquito Cove— Jericho— Oyster Bay— Huntingdonr-Eastwood- 

HlxliiU— Babylon, and Islip, Stage-house.”— ifr. voL L p> IS. 
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caused much less alarm than that of 1819, though the 
infected district was far more extensive, and occupied 
a part of the city that was supposed to be healthy. . . . 
The seeds of the disease are undoubtedly imported, 
whether it is ever generated here or not. Indeed, 
there is scarcely a summer in which some case of the 
fever does not occur at the Lazaretto, through vessels 
from the West Indies or the more southern points of 
the United States. That the disorder does not extend 
itself, is imputed to the pureness of the atmosphere at 
the time being. It is certain, that the inhabitants of 
New York, who would have considered their lives in 
jeopardy by entering their dwellings one day, take 
peaceable possession of them the morning after a 
wholesome frost with entire impunity.’** Although 
the tme yellow fever is certainly imported, yet it is 
admitted, that a fever strongly resembling it some- 
times originates in the climate. Upon the whole, the 
laboured attempt of this American writer to prove 
that the hazard of the disease has been magnified, 
leaves an impression the very opposite to that whicli 
he aims at producing ; and the natural conclusion is, 
that, during the heats of summer, when the theimo- 
meter frequently stands above 80° for many successive 
days. New York is far from being a salubrious resi<. 
dence. According to the statement of Dr. Mitchell, 
however, upwards of one-third of the deaths in New 
York, are occasioned by consumption and debility. 

* Notions of the Americans, V(d. i. pp. 153—159. It would seem 
that the ** slips,** or irregular docks of the harbour, which are apt 
to become very foul and offensive in the hot weather, have gene- 
rally been the spots to which the origination or first appearance of 
the yellow fever has been traced. There appears to belittle doubt, 
in fact, as to its strictly endemic origin; and it has become eiiidemic 
only under extiaoidinary clrcumstiiiices.— See Warden's United 
States, vol. 1. ch. 7« 

PAET XI. 
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To tlie influence of moisture and the sudden changes 
of the weather,’* says Mr. Lambert, has been attri- 
buted the prevalence of nervous disorders and debility 
among a great number of the inhabitants of the United 
States. Much may, no doubt, be ascribed to those 
causes ; but I think the mode of living has a more 
immediate effect upon the human frame, tliau even 
the climate. The higher and middling classes of the 
Americans live, generally speaking, in a more lux- 
urious manner than the same description of people 
in England. The constant use of segars by the young 
men, even from an early age, may also tend to impair 
the constitution, and create a stimulus beyond that 
whidi nature requires, or is capable of supporting. The 
effects of a luxurious, or of a meagre diet, are equally 
injurious to the constitution, and, together with the 
sudden and violent changes of the climate, may create 
a series of nervous complointB, consumption, and de- 
bility, whidi, in the States bordering on the Atlantic, 
carry off at least one-third of the inhabitants in the 
prime of life.”* 

The environs of New York afford some very agree- 
able excursions. Long Island, in particular, is a 
favourite summer resort. The climate is deemed very 
salubrious, and there are numerous villages at short 
distances along the shore. A little above Brooklyn, 
a town fast rising into importance, immediately op- 
posite to the city, and communicating with it by a 
steam ferry boat, the United States have established a 
navy-yard, and are building ships of war. The navy- 
yard is conveniently situated upon the bank of a com- 

• Lambertf vol. I. pp. 3. The rate of mortality in New 
York, is very considerably higher Uian in London, and suicide is 
not less frequent. This Traveller is disposed to ascribe a pre- 
judicial effect to the crowded ^churchyards; and vaults in the heart 
ot the town. 
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modious little bay, opening into the Sound, wbere 
vessels of the largest dass may float in safety. Here 
lies the famous steam frigate, Fulton the First,” dis- 
mantled and roofed in; ‘‘a most tortoise-looking 
man of war,” says Mr. Duncan, in shape pretty 
nearly an oblong octagon, rounded off a little at the 
comers and he describes its construction as follows. 

The steam frigate is a double boat resting upon 
two kcds, with an intervening space, 156 feet long, 
and 15 feet wide, in which the paddle-wheel revolves. 
This is carefully covered in, so as to be as much as 
possible iinapproadiable by shot. The wheel has a 
free motion both ways upon its axis, so that it can 
propel the vessel with either end foremost. For this 
purpose, each individual boat has two rudders, one at 
each end, which are also carefully defended : each 
pair acts simultaneously, and when the pair at one 
end is in operation, the other is secured so as to ofler 
no obstruction to tlie vessel’s progress. She carries 
two bowsprits and two masts, which are intended to 
bear latteen sails. The rigging formed no part of the 
original design, but was added at the suggestion of 
Captain Porter, who had been appointed to her com- 
mand. The sides are 4 feet 10 inches thick, composed 
of four thicknesses of oak timber, alternately vertical 
and horizontal. Her gun-ports, thirty in number, are 
all on the principal deck, and go completely round 
both ends of the vessel, so that, if necessary, her shot 
can fly simultaneously at every angle, like radii from 
the centre of a circle. She carries thirty-two-pounders, 
some of which are in the carriages ; with these, she is 
intended to throw red-hot shot, for preparing which 
fhe is amply provided with furnaces. Fulton also in- 
tended that she should carry upon her upper deck 
four Columbiads, as they are called ; enormous guns, 
o 2 
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capable of discharging a ball' of "a hundred pounds 
weight into au enemy's vessel, under the water mark. 
At present, however, her upper deck is without any 
armament, but is surrounded with a strong bulwark. 
The officers* cabins are in the centre of the vessel, or 
on the main deck. The steam-boilers are contained in 
the one boat, and the engine in the other, lloom is 
left for a machine, which Fulton purposed to add, 
capable of discharging with great force an incessant 
stream of water, either liot or cold, which, it was anti- 
cipated, would completely inundate an enemy's arma- 
ment and ammunition, if it did not also destroy the 
men. Her machinery impels her at the rate of five 
and a half knots an hour ; and her inventor felt con- 
fident that, in a calm or light breeze, no seventy-four 

would be a match for her But 1 am led to think 

that considerable doubt prevails as to the possibility of 
working her, so as to make her efficient against an 
enemy's vessel. Fulton died before her engine was 
put on board. Had he lived to superintend its com- 
plete adjustment, it is impossible to say to what degree 
of perfection he might have brought it; but his 
Biographer acknowledges that there are, at present, 
great and obvious defects in her machinery. During 
the ' trial voyages, various inconveniences were ex- 
perienced. One of these was the heat of the furnaces, 
which is so insupportable, that the engine-men cannot 
remain beside them for more than a minute or two 
at a time. In the confusion and bustle of an action, 
it would probably be found extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, to regulate with deliberation and coolness 
the many complicated operations which would be ne- 
cessary in such a machine ; and where so much in- 
ternal combustion is going forward, the slightest inat* 
tention or accident in managing the powder, might be 
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instantaneously fatal to all on board. Should they suc- 
ceed in overcoming these difficulties, and acquire that 
expertness in her management which practice alone can 
be expected to produce, we can scarcely imagine, for a 
liay or harbour, a more powerful instrument of attack 
or defence. Independent of wind or tide, she could 
plough her way under an enemy’s stem, or across his 
bows, and vomit forth her flaming balls wherever the 
foe was most vulnerable ; while the reverting of the 
paddle-wheel would instantly relieve her from a wrong 
position, without the delay of working round ; and 
the enormous thickness of her sides would render any 
but the largest guns inefficient upon her timbers. 

The commissioners, in their last report, recom- 
mended that, notwithstanding the peace, die should 
be commissioned and sent to sea, that officers and men 
might be trained to her management, and that defects 
in her construction might be discovered and obviated; 
But this recommendation could have been complied 
with only at an expense which would ill-agree with 
American ideas of economy ; and here she lies, slum- 
bering in ignoble indolence and security. I would add 
with all my heart, Requiescat in pace'' * 

The heights of Brooklyn overlook the city and har^ 
hour ; and during the Revolutionary war, some fortifi- 
cations were hastily thrown up there by the citizens ; 
but, happily, the peace prevented their completion. Dr. 
Dwight speaks of this elevation as the finest position 
for a view of the magnificent scenery. But the best 
bird’s eye view of the city, is said to be gained from 
the high ground between the Hackensack and North 

• Duncan; vol. 1. pp. — 41. The keel of this singular vessel 
was laid in June 1814. By May 181.5. her engine was put on hoard, 
various obstacles having Impeded iU construction ; and before that 
period, Fulton had died. 
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Riven, on the New Jersey side of the Hudson.* This 
is another of the favourite toun of the New York citi- 
zens. A third is to Staten Island, which is esteemed 
so salubrious, that the Corporation have selected its 
shore as a fit place for receiving invalids and sickly 
ships from abroad. For an ample description of all 
that is attractive in the vicinity, we must, however, 
refer our readers to the ‘‘Picture of New York.** 
Our business is simply to note the more distinguishing 
features of the country. 

Long Island is, for the most part, like the peninsula 
of Cape Cod, Nantucket, Martha’s Vineyard, and a 
considerable tract in the southern part of Mas- 
sachusetts, a vast l)ody of fine yellow sand, rising 
from 100 to 200, and, in some places, to nearly 300 
feet above the level of the ocean. Of the same sand, 
Dr. Dwight says, is formed the immense beach ex- 
tending ever3rwhere as a barrier against the ocean, in 
front of the great bay which reaches on the south side 
of the island from Hempstead to Southampton, about 
80 miles, communicating with the Atlantic by a few 
narrow inlets. This beach is tossed into various wild 
and fantastic forms. In many places, the yellow sand, 
as on Cape Cod, is covered with a thin stratum of white 
sand, sometimes naked, but generally overspread with 
a layer of soil. The stones found on the island have 
universally, as far as examined by the learned Tra- 
veller, a rounded appearance, as if they had been long 
washed with water. It has been supposed, that both 

* The hill ii called Wcehawk. Near the foot of it is a ferry to 
" thB DueUing Ground" of Hoboken, where the "honounible 
questions ** of the New York duellists are speedily decided. It can 
be readily approached only by water. There sUnds the tomb of 

the lamented Hamilton,— in ruins ! — Picture of Now York, pp. WB, 
356. This spot is chosen in order to evade the laws of New York. 



NORTH AMERICA. 


223 


liOng Island and Staten Island were originally joined 
to the main, forming part of that vast sandy heach 
extending from Cape Florida to Cape Cud, which 
appears to have been thrown up by the remarkable 
current known by the name of the Gulf-stream. 
Marine shells and marsh-mud have been dug up at 
various places at the depth of 20, 30, and even 50 
feet; and marine substances have been found at a 
considerable distance in the interior.* In the town- 
ship of Smith-town on Long Island, there is pond 
called Konkonkama, which is said to rise regularly for 
seven years, and to fall with the same regularity 
through the following seven. It abounds with perch. 
Hr. Dwight, however, who reports this extraordinary 
circumstance on authority that cannot be rationally 
questioned,” hesitates to voudi for the truth of the 
story.f 

Cspbiin Basil Uall made an excursion from New 
York, to see the falls of the Passaic, in New Jersey. 

These falls,” he says, whidi arc dammed up for 
six days in the week to turn machinery, and let loose 
on Sunday, are considered as one of the most fashionable 
sights in the neighbourhood ; and I must own,** he 
adds, that their popularity does credit to the taste of 
the cockneys of New York.” But ho apologises for 

skipping ” a description of this natural curiosity. 

i • See Dwight's Travels, vol. lii. pp. 278—285. 

t Dwight, vol. ill. p. 872i A minute statistical and topogra- 
phical account of the whole State of New Vork, will be found in 
this valuable but somewhat pndlx work. 

^ This Traveller is a little capricious. He devotes three pages to 
the description of the common arrangements of an eating-house, 
but excuses himself for jiassing over these picturesque falls. His 
account of the curiouit proccu of moving a brick dwelling ■■ bodily 
along the ground," an operation of which he had ocular demon- 
stration while at New York, is, however, some comiieDBBtion for 
this omission— Sec Basil Hall, vol. i. pp. 38—44 
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According to the Picture of New York, immense 
masses of perpendicular rocks rise to the height of 
100 feet from the level of the water in the basin below, 
their tops fringed with evergreen. Some violent con- 
vulsion of nature appears to have rent these rocks to 
their bases, as numerous cracks and deep fissures appear 
in all directions. Nothing can be imagined more truly 
wild and picturesque than the scenery hereabouts.*’ 
It is ‘‘ a nest of rocks and mountains.** Of the cascade 
itself, we have no further description ; but the adja- 
cent village of Patterson, with its numerous cotton- 
manufactories, is destined, we are told, with a sin- 
gular misapplication of the expression, to become the 

Birmingham of America ! ’* * 

But we must now, with Captain Basil Hall, dis- 
entangle ourselves from the fascinations of this great 
city,** and prepare to ascend the majestic river to 
which the graphic description and legendary stories 
of Geoffrey Crayon have imparted a sort of classic 
interest. 

FROM NEW YORK TO I.AKE CHAMPLAIN. 

‘‘ Formerly,*’ says this Traveller, “ the passage from 
New York to Albany, was considered as an affair of 
a week or ten days. Three days was called good, and 
frirty-eight hours excellent; though a fortnight was 
not very uncommon. Now, however, the same voyage 
is currently made in thirteen hours; sometimes in 

• Picture of New York, pp. aW— 4. In I88&, there were at Pat- 
terson, twelve cotton.mills, moving 22,000 spindles, three woollen 
factories, two duck-factories, Ac. Passaic river rises in the 
northern part of the State, and flowing south, falls into Newark 
bay. At the great falls, nearly up to which it is navigable by 
small vessels, ten miles from its mouth, the river descends perpen- 
dicularly 70 feet in an entire sheet, presenting a scene of singular 
beauty and grandeur.**«-Carey and Lea's Atlas.^ 
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twelve; and it has lieen done in little more than 
eleven, which, considering that the distance is 145 miles, 
is great going. What would good old Hendrick Hud- 
son, the original founder of the colony, have said, had 
he looked out of his grave, and seen our gallant 
steamer, the Constellation, come flying past him like 
a comet, at the rate of twelve knots an hour ? He 
would be apt enough to declare, that it was the ve- 
ritable Flying Dutchman of which so much has been 
told ; and his first emotions might probably be those 
of envy at the glorious pipe his spectre countryman * 
was smoking. But if anybody were to attempt to 
convince him that the apparition he saw dashing by 
at the peep of day, was a ship without sails or oars, 
whicli had left Afanhattan Island, or New York, at 
sunset the evening before, the worthy old gentleman 
could scarcely be blamed for declaring the whole story, 
with all its circumstances, a parcel of monstrous lies. 
It is not Albany alone, however, that is benefited by 
these numerous and swift-moving vessels. The country 
both above and below, and on both banks of the river, 
derives from them nearly equal advantages. Stony 
Point, West Point, and fifty other points and towns, 
and burghs, — Sparta, Poughkeepsie, Fishkill, New- 
burgh, Troy, Glasgow, Gibbonsville, and so on, line 
the sides of this immense artery, through which are 
poured the resources of the interior, and by which 
also the productions of every corner of the globe are 
sent back to the heart of the country.’* f 

For the first fifty miles from its mouth, the Hud 
son is never much less than a mile in width ; and in 
two instances, it expands into small lakes of twice that 


• Tins is a mistake; Hudson was an Englishman. 
BasUHall, vol.i. p. 102. 
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lireadth $ running always in a direction a little W/of 
N. The eye at first looks along an endless vista, that 
narrows by distance. The western shore is a perpendi- 
cular rock, weather-worn and venerable, bearing a little 
the appearance of artificial parapets, from which word 
it takes its name. This rock has a very equal altitude 
of about 600 feet. At the foot of this wall of stone, 
there is occasionally room for the hut of some labourer 
in tho quarries which are wrought in its side ; and 
now and then, a house is seen seated on a narrow 
bottom that may furnish subsistence for a few cattle, 
or, perhaps, a garden for the occupant. The opposite 
bank is cultivated to the water, though it is also high, 
unequal, and broken. A few villages are seen, white, 
neat, and thriving, and of a youthful vigorous air, as 
is generally the case with an American village ; while 
there is scarcely an eligible site for a dweUing, that 
is not occupied by a villa or one of the convenient 
and respectable -looking farm-houses of the country. 
Orchards, cattle, fields of grain, and all the other signs 
of a high domestic condition, serve to heighten the con- 
trast of the opposing banks.” * Such is the general 

> * Co(q)cr*a Notioii«« vol. i. p. 272- The lands on the left bank of 
the Hudson, for a conBldcrablc distance above New York, were 
formerly. Captain Basil Hall was told, held by great proprietors, 
chiefly by the Livingstone family; ** but the abolition of entails, 
and the repeal of the law of primogeniture, have already broken it 
down into small portions. The manor, of Livingstone, an exten- 
slvc and fertile district, formerly owned by one person. Is now 
divided into forty or fifty iiarcels, belonging to as many different 
proprietors, ^nd as Itliese new fiossessors deer away and cultivate 

the soil at a great rate, the population goes on swelling rapidly 

Every thing,'* he adds, •• that we saw in those districts not actually 
under the plough, wore an air of premature and hopeless decay. 
The ancient manor-houses were allowed to fall to pieces: the trees 
of the parks and pleasure-grounds were all untend^ ; and the rank 
grass was thickly matted along with weeds over the walks.**— Basil 
Hall, voL 1. p. 49. It must have been one of these boweries 
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cliaracter of what is termed the first division of the 
river, before entering the Highlands. The more 
distinct description furnished by Mr. Duncan, will 
probably not be unacceptable to the reader. 

About a mile above New York, and nearly op- 
posite to Hoboken, is the village of Greenwich, (erected 
in former times as a retreat from the yellow fever,) 
now almost an integral part of the city. Above 
Greenwich, the banks on the right ’* (the left bonk of 
the river) slope with a gentle declivity to the water, 
and are in general thickly weeded : on the left, they 
are frequently broken and precipitous. About fifteen 
miles up the river, Kingsbridge heights appear on tlie 
right ; and below them, Haarlem creek, as it is called, 
which stretches with an irrt?gulur curve from tlie Hud- 
son into Long Island Sound, giving to the Manhattan 
temtory its insular character, and limiting the juris- 
diction of the City corporation of New York. The 
New Jersey shore now becomes bold and precipitous ; 
and for several miles, an abrupt wall of granite raises 
its bare forehead on the left to a height of nearly 200 
feet. The Palisades, as this range has been most ap- 
propriately denominated, form a striking feature in 
the landscape ; they are in general from 200 to 300 
feet from the water's edge. In some places, the front 
has l>een broken, and irregular masses of rock have 
tumbled downwards to the water ; but, for the most 
part, it is smooth and perpendicular, like the wall of 
an ancient fortress, while, here and there, a solitary 

or country seats, which Ih*. Karl Knipperhausen purchased, and 
where Dolph Ueyliger found his treasure. But Captain Basil Hall 
is hardly fair in ascribing tlio decay of these old Dutch manor* 
houses and their ** pictures.” and the disappearance of the ancient 
aristocracy of the New Netherlands, over which he mourns, simply 
to the ** bligthing tempest of democracy." It is singular bow dif- 
ferently the same scene may strike diflerent tiaveUcis. 
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pine, ‘moor’d on the rifted rock,* seems, like the 
banner of a citadel, to wave a proud defiance from the 
edge of the diff.* 

With the Palisades, terminates the State of New 
Jersey ; and we approach a wider part of the stream, 
which the early Dutch settlers dignified with the 
appellation of the Tappaan Sea, but which was, in 
after times, modified into that of Tappaan Bay. This 
lake, as we may call it, is about ten miles long, and 
the banks are from four to seven miles apart, present- 
ing a very considerable variety of landscape ; — ‘ here, 
the bold promontory, crowned with embowering trees, 
advancing into the bay, — ^there, the long woodland 
slope sweeping up from the shore in rich luxuriance ; — 
while at a distance, a long weaving line of rocky heights 
throw their gigantic shades across the water.’ f In 
many places, the gi'onnd has been cleared of wood, and 
country seats and snug farm-houses, Hanked by capa- 
cious bams, give variety to the scene ; in other situ- 
ations, however, the forests are yet untamed, and 
afford the traveller a glimpse of what America for- 
merly was, when none but the Indian traversed its 
shores, and only the bark canoe glided over its waters. 
On the traveller's left is Kcx;kland county, a favourite 
resort of the early Dutch settlers. The race is, 
hitherto, so unmixed, that very little English is spoken 

• Lieutenant F. Hall says, that the whole of this ridge ckuely 
reaembles Under CliiT in the Isle of Wight. 

t Knickerbocker, vol. ii. ch. 2. The •* Sieepy Hollow,** we are 
told, was not far from the rural port of Greensburgh, which waa 
situated ■' in the bosom of one of those spacious coves that indent 
the eastern shore of the Hudson, at that broad expansion of the 
river denominated by the ancient Dutch navigators, the Tappaan 
Zee, and where they always prudently shortened sail, and implored 
the protection of St. Nicholas when they crossed.’*— Sketch Hook, 
vol. il. p. 281. 
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in any part of the county. Some of the land on the 
right coutainii good free-stone, and has been valued so 
high as 1500 dollars an acre (about 340/. sterling). 

I was particularly struck, in my progress up this 
lordly stream^ with the multitude of thriving little 
towns, which, at short intervals, stud its banks. 
They are generally of wood, and some are obviously 
of recent origin ; but in others, a sprinkling of brick 
buildings gives an aspect of comparative antiquity and 
a promise of permanence to the settlement. All of 
them have wharfs projecting into the river, which are 
never without sloops loading or discharging : in many 
of them are to be found banks and courts of justice.* 
‘^Somewhat above the Tappaan Bay, there is a 
contraction and sudden bend of the channel ; and the 
stream, after washing in its descent the basis of the 
mountainous range denominated the Highlands, makes 
a circuit round a bold headland called Verplank's Point, 
which projects from the eastern shore. The turn is 
so sudden, that, in going up the river, the banks at a 
little distance seem to close completely in ; and it is 
not till you have approached very near it, that the 
narrow channel appears upon the left, through which 
the river issues from the mountainous region. Before 
we reached this part of our course, a most agreeable 
change took place in the weather. The clouds broke, 
and the rays of the sun burst tlirough ; the winds 
subsided into a gentle breeze, the temperature of the 
air became perceptibly milder, and we entered the 

* On the eastern diore« opposite to Rockland* at the distance of 
thirty miles fioin New York, is a place called Sing-sing, where 
there is a Penitentiary or State Prison, established upon the Auburn 
system. Captain Basil Hall speaks in the highest tenns of the 
admiiaUe manner in which this establishment is managed* of 
which.he gives a full account.^Basil Hall* vol. i. pp. 61—79. 
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Alpine Mgion nnder the cheering and beautifying 
influence of a lovely autumnal afternoon, rendered 
doubly enlivening by the previous contrast. Verplank’s 
Point commands a fine prospect of the river. The 
bank swells up with a gradual but rapid slope ; the 
brow of it is crowned with a neat family mansion ; 
and a litde below, the roof of the tea-house appears 
from among the trees. Behind, rise the lofty hills, 
and you could almost imagine yourself on the mar- 
gin of Loch Iximond, or some other of our Scottish 
lakes.* Our floating leviathan now entered the nar- 
row channel, and we were soon surrounded with the 
Highlands of the Hudson. These are said to form 
a part of the eastern or Blue Ridge division of the 
Apalachian mountains, a continuation of which skirts 
the boundaries of Connecticut and Massachusetts, and 
pursuing a north-easterly course, passes through Ver- 
mont into Canada. The height of the more elevated 
points on the banks of the Hudson, does not much 
exceed 1500 feet. They are, of course, low in com- 
parison with a great many of the mountains of Scot- 
land ; but their effect in the landscape is miicli more 
imposing than that of more elevated masses in a hilly 
country. 

An American mountain is, in general, very unlike 
a Scottish one. Ours are bare, craggy ridges, sharp 
and angular in their outline, rearing a flinty peak 
towards heaven, with, perhaps, a few straggling bushes 
scattered near the base ; but more commonly, the purple 
heather or yellow broom is all that is found on the 
scanty patches of earth which here and there cling to 

* Captain Basil Hall describes the river, on approaching West 
Point, as assuming ali the grandeur of the finest lochs in the Scottish 
highlands, with the additional embellishment of a ridi coating of 
foliage xeachlDg ftom the summits nearly to the water's edge. 
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its sides. In America, the hills swell up in nndiilftt mg 
corves, rounded gracefully off both at the base and die 
summit, and carpeted completely over with dense 
forests of pine. In the Highlands of the Hudson, how- 
ever, there Is a partial intermingling of the Scottish 
character: bare masses of rock project at intervals 
from among the thick foliage, and creeping shrubs of 
various kinds weave a net-work round them. The 
mellowing tints of autumn were now spreading them- 
selves among the forest leaves, imparting to the 
scenery the richness and variety which are pecniliar to 
the season ; and as our steam-boat ploughed its way 
along, I, the eye feasted itself on the ever-varying 
landscape, or rested on the brilliant reflection in the 
placid mirror below. 

The ramparts of Fort Putnam now opened to our 
view on the left, perched upon a natural platform, 
about two-thirds up the ridge. Events of tragical 
interest in the history of the Revolutionary war, iden- 
tify themselves with this fortress, — events which can 
never be forgotten while the name of Andr£ survives.* 

• '"The ruins of military works are scattered profusely among 
these wild and rugged hills ; and mote than one tale of blood and 
daring is recounted to the traveller as he glides along their 
sombre shadows.’*— Cooper's Notions, vol. 1. p. 274. The spot 
which the local superstition has consecrated to the manes of poor 
Andrdj Is, however, neat the Tappaan Zee. ” In the centre of the 
road stood an enormous tulip-tree, which towered like a giant 
above all the other trees of the neighbourhood, and formed a kind 
of land-mark. It was connected with the txagical story of the un- 
fortunate Andr6, who had been taken prisoner hard by, and was 
universally known by the name of M^Jor Andrd's tree, llie com- 
mon people regarded it with a mixture of respect and superstition, 
partly out of sympathy for the fate of Its ill-starred namesake, and 
partly from the talcs of strange sights and doleChl lamentations told 
oonceniing it* • • - About two hundred yards from the tree, a ■h'pM 
brook crossed the road, and ran into a manhy and thickly wooded 
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Beyond Fort Pntnam, on another elevated flat of oon« 
siderable extent, stands the Military Academy of West 
Point, containing 250 cadets. This institution was 
established by the General Government a considerable 
time ago ; but since last war, it has been fostered with 
assiduous care, and now the tactics of Napoleon’s school 
are taught in it hy men who discharged similar offices 
in the Polytedinic schools of France. A bare rock on 
the opposite side of the river, serves the young soldiers 
as a target, and its battered brow bears token of their 
proficiency.* 

“ Nearly opposite to West Point is the Sugar Loaf 
Mountain, conspicuous by its regularly conical out- 
line ; and among a numerous succession of others are 
tlie Crow’s Nest, Butter Hill, and New Beacon. An- 
thony’s Nose tosses high on the right a bare peak of 
granite, and holds its name in virtue of the real or 
fancied appearance of its beetling top. A large rock, 
which once crowned the summit of Butter Hill, 1520 
feet above tide^water, now reposes on a sand-bank in 

glen« known by the name of Wiley’s Swamp. A few rough logs, 
laid side by side, served for a bridge over this stream. On thac 
side of the road where the brook entered the wood, a groupe of oaks 
and chestnuts, matted thick with wild grape-vines, threw a ca- 
vernous gloom over It. It was at this identical spot thattheunfor- 
tunatc Andrd was captured : and under the covert of those chest- 
nuts and vines were the sturdy yeomen concealed who surprised 
him. This has ever since been considered as a haunted stream, and 
fearful are the feelings of the schnol-boy who has to pass it alone 
after dark.”— Legend of Sleepy FXoliow. Dr. Dwight states, that 
Andrd was taken at Tarry-town, and executed at Tappan, on the 
opiKxiite shore.— Travels, vol. i. p. 4S3. 

* This is the only institution of the kind in the United States, 
which is maintained at the expense of the General Government, 
Captain Basil Hall visited it, and iiraises the efficient manner in 
which it is conducted. The nominations lie with the President of 
the United States, and the applications are numerous. 
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the bed of the river, opposite West Point, far enough 
from the shore for vessels to sail round it/’* 

This was the land of romance to the early settlers ; 
and Indian tradition had peopled the high lands with 
imaginary beings, before the Flying Dutchman had 
been seen or heard^of on the Hudson. These abori. 
ginal superstitions, however, arc well nigh forgotten 
ill the more recent adventures of Dolph Heyliger and 
Rip Van Winkle. Geoffrey Crayon has selected this 
part of the river as a subject for one of his graphic 
sketches. “ To t)ie left, the Dunderberg reared its 
wooded precipices height over height, forest over forest, 
away into the deep summer sky. To the right strutted 
forth the bold promontory of Anthony’s Nose with a 
solitary eagle wheeling about it ; while beyond, moun- 
tain succeeded to mountain, until they seemed to lock 
their arms together, and condne this mighty river in 
their embraces. There was a feeling of quiet luxury 
in gazing at the broad, green bosoms here and there 
scooped out among the precipices ; or at woodlands 
high in air, nodding over the edge of some beetling 
bluffs, and their foliage all transparent in the yellow 
sunshine.” f The Dunderberg (or, as Dr. Dwight 
writes it, Doiiderbarrak) receives its name. Thunder-. 
Hill, from its echoes, which, when awakened by the 
tempests of summer, have a magnificent effect. This 

* Duncan* vol. 1. pp. 31 1—318. An account of the transition of the 
rock Arom its original xesting-placciis given from the American Jour- 
nal of .Science. It seems that it used to he a common .amusement 
for the officers* when off duty, to roll large rocks fiom the sides of 
the hills. In June 1 778* Colonel Putnam and a party of friends, hav- 
ing provided themselves with axes* ropes* and levers, contrived to 
launch this large rock, which overhung the precipice; and once 
set in motion* it carried every thing before it in its route to the 
river. 

t Bracebridge Hall, vol, ii. p. 295. 
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part of the river is particalarly subject to sudden 
flaws* of wind from the mountains ; and the name of 
Weygat (or Windgate) has been given to the opening 
between the majestic diffii of the Butter Hill and 
Brecknock range, on account of the violence with 
which the wind often blows through the narrow chan- 
nel. From the summit of the Sugar-loaf, an excellent 
view is obtained of the grand and solemn scenery, in- 
cluding the Kaatskill .mountains, which are seen at 
the distance of about 40 miles, their blue summits lost 
in the douds.t 

Above the Highlands, the Hudson assumes a dif- 
ferent character, its bed again expanding to a breadth 
of about three miles. From the bay of Newburgh to 

* It was one of these 'flaws which threw on her beam-ends tho 
doop in which Dolph Ileyliger took his passage for Albany, and 
occasioned his being knocked overboard. Just as they turned the 
point where the river ** makes a sudden bend, the only one in the 
whole course of its majestic career.'* and which must therefore have 
been, we are told, the bend at West Point. «* a violent flBw;of wind 
came sweeiiing down a mountain gully, bending the forest before 
it. and. in a moment, lashing up the river into white froth and 
foam.” It was on a point of the western shore that Dolph landed, 
and Kiambled up tho rocks. ** The captains of the river-craft talk 
of a little bulbous-bottomcd Dutch goblin in trunk hose and sugar- 
loafed hat. with a speaking trumpet In his hand, which, they say. 
keeps about the Dunderbeig. They declare that they have heard 
him. In stormy weather, in the midst of the turmoil, giving onlera 
in low Dutch for the piping up of a fresh gust of wind, or the 
rattling off of another thunderclap." At Pollopol's Island, the jii- 
risdicUonofthe Dunderberg potentate ceases; and there, "the 
little white sugar-loaf hat on the mast head, which was known to 
be the hat of the Hcerof the Dunderberg. spun up into the air like 
a top, whirled up the clouds into a vertex, and hurried them bock 
to the summit of the Dunderberg, while the sloop righted herself 
anil nallad on as quietly as if in a mill-pond.**— Bracehridge Hall, 
vol. li. pp. 298, 330. The Invention of steam-vessels has. however, 
materially lessened the power of the goblin. 

t Dr. Dwight ascended this peak, and has given a minute de- 
scription of the country it commands.— Tiaveb. vol. ill. p. 413. 
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that of Hudson, a distance of between 60 and 70 miles, 
it appears,” Mr. Cooper says, like a succession of 
beautiful lakes, each reach preserving the proportions 
and appearance of a separate sheet of water, rather 
than of part of a river. From Hudson to Albany, a 
distance of 36 miles,' the Hudson acquires more of the 
character of a river. It is dotted with islands, much 
like the Seine above Gaudebec, and its scenery is pic- 
turesque] and agreeable.*** As far as Hudson, 124 
miles above New York, a 'ship of the line of 64 guns 
may ascend the river without meeting with a single 
obstruction. The tide flows to the height of 12 inches 
at Albany ; and vessels of 80 tons can ascend to Troy, 
seven miles higher, or even to the mouth of the Mo- 
hawk. The country north of the Highlands, Dr. 
Dwight supposes to have been, in fact, originally a vast 
lake. The valley of the Hudson is here, in some 
places, not far from 40 miles in breadth. The moun- 
tains on both sides form a complete barrier to the 
waters of such a lake, while, on the south, the high- 
lands would keep its waters to a great height, till they 
forced open their present channel,— *pussibly by the 
slow recession of a cataract between Anthuny*s Nose 
and Bear Hill.”f The waters of this noble river are, 
to a great extent, the learned Writer remarks, derived 

* Coopet's Notloni. vcd. I. p. 274. 

t This cqiinion accords with that of Dr. Mitchell, the American 
Editor of Cuvier’s Theory of the Earth. *• The Catsklll moun- 
tains." says the learned writer, ** are oomposed chiefly of granite 
and gnei». ahouiiding in loose nodules and solid veins of magnetical 

iron ore. The width of the chain may be rated at about sixteen 
miles. According to the barometrical observations of Captain 
Partridge, of the corps of engineers. Butternut, on the west side 
of the river, is 1529 feet above tide-water, and the New Beacon 
1565 feet. This thick and solid barrier seems in ancient days to 
have impeded the course of the water, and to have raised a lake 
high enough to cover all the country, to Quaker Hill and tine 
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from the ocean, its only tributaries being mere mill- 
streams ; and the rest of the waters owe the great- 
ness of their mass chiefly to the fact, that, in conse- 
quence of the lowness of their bed, they are stopped 
and heaped up by its influence.** Owing to this cir- 
cumstance, the Iliidson is the most navigable river, in 
proportion to the supplies which it receives from its 
fountains, perhaps in the world.* 

After passing the liighlands, in ascending the river, 
the Kaatskill mountains, on the left, are for a great 
distance every where visible, swelling up to a noble 
height, and lording it over the surrounding country. 
Every change of season, every change of weather, in- 
deed every hour of the day, produces some change in 
the magical lines and shapes of these mountains ; and 
they are regarded by all the good wives far and near, 
as perfect barometers. When the weather is fair and 
settled, they are clothed in bine and purple, and print 
their bold outlines on the clear evening sky ; but 
sometimes, when the rest of the landscape is cloudless, 
they will gather a hood of grey vapours about their 
summits, which, in the last rays of the setting sun, will 
glow and light up like a crown of glory.” f Captain 
Basil Hall landed at Catskill (as the name of the town 
is usually written) ; :{: and on the following day, 

Taconick Mountains cm the easti and the Shawangunk and the 
Catskill mountains on the west. The lake may be calculated to 
have extended to the Little Falls of the Mohawk and to Hadley's 
Falls cm the Hudson.’*— Mitchell's Observations cited in Hodgson's 
Letters, vol. i. p. 331. 

* Dwight, vol. ill. pp. 42G, 7« 

t Sketch Book. vol. 1. p. 49. 

t This town is nearly opposite to Hudson. Lieutenant F. Hall 
left the Hudson at Fishkill, opposite to Newburgh, and proceeded 
to Albany by land. ■< About three miles from Fishkill.** he uys. 
'* a wild torrent rushed over its bed of broken rcxks across the 
mad : the romantic bridge flung over its brawling couise* the mill 
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dimbed this beautiful and steep range to a place called 
Fine Orchard, a favourite resort of parties from New 
York and Albany, where a splendid hotel has risen 

like an exhalation,” on the very brink of the preci- 
pice, some five and twenty hundred feet above the 
river, commanding a very extensive view of the valley 
of the Hudson. The Falls of the Cauterskill are a 
picturesque object in tliis neighbourhood; and the 
valley called the Glove,’* forming a deep indenture 
in the mountains, shews off the scenery to great ad- 
vantage. The highest point of this ridge has been 
estimated at 3549 feet .above the sea. The basis of 
the mountains consists of the same freestone as the 
Blue Ridge, of which it appears to be a prolongation 
or a dismembered branch.” 

On the eastern side of the river, tlie route to Albany 
lies through a country gently undulating, and thickly 
intersected with forests, from which, however, the 
noblest timber has been almost wholly extracted. 
Dutchess county, of which Poughkeepsie* is the sliire 
town, is reckoned one of the best tracts of land in the 
State : it is remarkably well cultivated, j and filled 
up with inhabitants. To this succeeds Columbia 
county, in which Hudson is situated ; and then the 
county and territory of Rennselaar, which takes its 
name from the family of the great hereditary landed 
proprietor, the patroon of Albany and the surrounding 
country. This singular vestige of feudalism in the 
midst of universal democracy, is believed to be almost 
the only instance of the kind now extant, — at least 

on iU cnggy banks* and the deep wooded glen down which It 
hastens to the Hudson* deserve a place in every traveller's jour- 
nBl.''-~Ilall’s Canada* p. 

* This flourishing town of cacophonous name, is reckoned lialf 
way between New York and Albany 
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in the Northern Staten. Mr. Van Rennselaar still 
retains the Dutch title of patroon, equivalent to 
Seigneur he is reported to have 30 miles of terri- 
tory, and 5000 tenants, and to be worth seven millions 
of dollars.* 

Albany, the seat of the State Legislature of New 
York, has been lately brought into considerable mer- 
cantile importance as a place of transit and deposite, 
by the great Erie canal, the eastern entrance to which 
lies almost within the town ; and it is consequently 
rapidly swelling on every hand. In the year 1702, 
Dr. Dwight says, it contained few houses built in the 
modern English manner. The body was composed 
of clumsy Dutch buildings, a great number of which 
had been erected from eighty to a hundred years. 
Seven successive fires, five of which were kindled by 
incendiaries, have swept away a large part of these, as 
well as many other buildings, so that the inhabitants 
have been compelled to build a considerable part of 
the town anew.*’f In the year 1700, Albany con- 
tained 3408 inhabitants ; in the year 1810, (including 
the suburb of Colonie,) 10,702; having more than 
tripled its population in twenty -years. Two-thirds of 
its houses must of course have been added since the 
former census, besides many that have been rebuilt. 
Albany is, therefore, for the most part a new town. 
Mr. Duncan estimates its population, in 1819, at 

Canada, p. 27* Duncan’s Travels, vol. i. p. 325. The 
latter Traveller states the territory of this gentleman to extend CD 
miles in length. Including two counties with a population of tiO.OOO 
or 70.UOU i)enons, 

f Of the city of Albany in its primitive state, and of the man- 
ners and customs of the old Altnuilans. we have an Interesting ac- 
count in Mrs. Grant’s ** Memoirs of an American Lady.** vol. 1. ch. 
G. Ac. This work is not altogether superseded even by|Knlcker- 
bockei’s History. 
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between 12>000 and 13,000 s it must be now much 
more considerable. Dr. Dwight says, the public build- 
ings have been as much improved as the private ones. 
He mentions the State-house, ten churches,* an 
arsenal, a prison, and three banks. The new Dutch 
church in Hudson-street is described as one of the 
best and most beautiful of the kind he had seen. The 
streets are well paved ; and upon the whole, few towns 
have so advantageous an appearance. The inha- 
bitants, who are chiefly immigrants” from New 
England and other parts, are distinguished by their 
public spirit. A singular mixture of poverty and 
splendour meets the eye in some parts of the town. 

A number of the old Dutch erections,** Mr. Duncan 
says, ^^are still standing; small houses of red and 
yellow bricks with the gable end to the street, having 
a door and window in the ground floor, a single 
window in the next, and above it, the year of their 
erection embossed upon die surface in huge iron 
figures, and the whole surmounted with an iron 
weathercock rusted upon the rod.f There is an air of 
antiquity about these [buildings, which is interesting 
in a country where antiquity is so rare. The modern 

* Mr. Duncan enumerates devcu, vis.-^ Presbyterian. 8 Dutch 
Refmmed, 1 Dutch Lutheran. 1 Baptist, 1 Episcopalian. 1 Metho- 
dist. 1 Quaker, and 1 Romldi. 

t The very description given hy GeofUrey Cnyon of Antony 
Vender Reyden’s house, in the days when Albany ■' was in all its 
glory, inhabited almost exclusively by the descendants of the original 
Dutch settlers ;** when every thing was quiet and orderly, and the 
grass grew about the unpaved streets. The houses were built, in 
those days, partly of wood and lu^tly of small Dutch bricks, ** sucli 
as the worthy colonists brought with them from Holland, before 
they discovered that bricks could be manufactured elsewhere.'*— 
See Bxacebridge Hall. vol. IL pp. 343. 231. Many of the neigh- 
bouring village. Lieutenant Hall nys,;.continue almoat entirely 
Dutch. 
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erections exhibit the same tasteful style whidi prevails 
in New York and Philadelphia. Two or three of the 
public buildings are of white marble. One of them is 
surmounted with a very neat dome ; but in another, 
the effect of the marble wall is sadly disfigured by the 
untasteful addition of a red-tiled roof. The Capitol 
or State-house has rather a neat portico, and a dome 
surmounted with a statue of J ustice. Near the Capitol 
is a very neat academy, with two wings built of red- 
dish-coloured freestone.” * The Patroon’s residence 
is in a pleasant situation, a litde to the northward of 
the city. Nearly opposite to the town is a large 
wooded hill, on which are barracks capable of holding, 
it is said, nearly 10,000 men. 

Albany, though not reputed unhealthy, is very 
warm in the summer months, the thermometer rang- 
ing sometimes from 86" to 92". In winter, the cold is 
not less severe, and the Hudson becomes frossen up, 
BO as to afford a regular road across the ice between 
the opposite shores. Mrs. Grant describes the periodical 
breaking up of the ice as a spectacle of uncommon 
interest and grandeur. Its approach being announced 
by a loud and long peal like thunder, the whole popu- 
lation of Albany, in former times, would be assembled 
at the river side in a moment, to witness the passage 
of the ice. Every house was left empty ; the 
meanest slave, the youngest child, all were to be found 
on the shore, immoveable and silent as death,” till the 
whole was past. It is the swelling of the water under 
the ice, increased by rivulets enlarged by mdted snow, 
that produces the phenomenon ; the prelude to which 

* Duncan, vol. L p. 323. The Capitol stands at the upper end 
of every st^ep hut wide street, running at right angles to the river. 
Lieutenant Hall ot^ects to the lofty columned portico as too large 
for the buUding, which, being but small, *• loolu all porch.** 
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ifl a fracture lengthways in the middle of the stream^ 
produced by the effort of the imprisoned waters. 

Conceive,” says this Writer, a solid mass from six 
to eight feet thick, bursting for many miles in one 
continued rupture, produced by a force inconceivably 
great, and in a manner inexpressibly sudden. Thunder 
is no adequate image of this awful explosion, whidi 
roused all the sleepers within the reach of the sound. 
The stream, in summer, was confined by a pebbly 
strand overhung with high and steep banks, crowned 
with lofty trees. Their tangled roots, laid bare by 
the impetuous torrents, formed caverns ever fresh and 
fragrant, where the most delicate plants flourished, 
iinviaited by scorching suns or nipping blasts ; and 
nothing could be more singular than the variety of 
plants and birds that were sheltered in these intricate 
and safe recesses. But, when the bursting of the 
crystal surface set loose the many waters that liad 
rushed down, swollen with the annual tribute of dis- 
solving snow, the islands and lowlands were all flooded 
in an instant ; and the lofty banks from which you 
were wont to overlook the stream, were now entirely 
fllled [by an impetuous torrent, bearing down, with 
incredible and tumultuous rage, immense shoals of 
ice ; which breaking every instant by the concussion 
of others, jammed together in some places, in others 
erecting themselves in gigantic heights for an instant 
in the air, and seeming to combat with tlieir fellow 
giants crowding on in all directions, and falling 
together with an inconceivable crash,— formed a ter- 
rible moving picture, animated and various beyond 
description. For it was not only the cerulean ice, 
whose broken edges combating with the stream, re- 
fracted light into a thousand rainliows, that charmed 
your attention ; lofty pines, large pieces of the bank 
FART II. F 



242 


NORTH AMERICA. 


tom ofF by the ice, with all their early green and ten. 
der foliage, were driven on like travelling islands amid 
this battle of breakers, for sudi it seemed.*’ * 

■ About ten miles above Albany, the Hudson receim, 
on its right bank, the hlohawk river, its principal 
tributary, and almost equal in size, at the junction, to 
the main branch. A short distance from its mouth 
are the falls called the Gohoz or Cahooz,-|- where the 
river descends, at high water, in one sheet, to the 
depth of 70 feet.} Their extreme breadth, according 
to Lieutenant Hall, is alnmt 300 toises, which is much 
more than the mean breadth of the stream, both above 
and below them, lieing increased by the manner in 
which the ledge of rock forms an obtuse angle in the 
direction of the current. The bed of the falls is 
serpentine rode ; and according to Volney, this river 
separates the freestone formation from the primitive. 
Above the falls, the banks are nearly on a level with 
the stream, but are increased below by the depth of 
the descent. In summer, the overflow is scanty ; and 
when Lieutenant Hall saw them, in the middle of 
March, a cap of snow rested on the most prominent 
diff of the angle, from beneath which the stream fil- 
tered in silver veins. The whole effect of these falls,” 
he adds, the broadest, I believe, in the States, except 
Niagara, is diminished for want of the relief of a bold, 
darkly shadowed back-grouud. The air of wintry 
desolation, varied only by the sombre foliage of the 

* Grant's Amer. Lady, vol. il.pp. 284-6. 

t Coboz Is the Indian name of the Falls. Volney supposed it to 
he an imitative word ; and by a singular coincidence, he says, he 
found it applied, in the country of Li^e, to a small cascade throe 
leagues from Spa. 

t Volney says, some reckon it 65 feet in height ; others, only 60. 
The Marquis de ChasteUux makes it 75. In Carey and Lea, it is 
stated at 70# and the breadth at between 300 and 400 yards. 
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pine and cedar, stretching tfieir dark masses over beds 
of snow, took little from the rude force of a scene, the 
character of which is simply grand, rather than lovdy 
or romantic. There is a very good point of view from 
a long covered bridge, which crosses the Alohawk near 
its mouth, and leads to the village of Waterford.” ** 
At Waterford, 180 miles from the sea, the Hudson 
becomes a reduced and rural .stream, about as large 
as the Seine at Paris ; and can be traced for leagues,— 
sometimes still, lovely, and green with islands, some- 
times noisy, rapid, and. tumbling,— 'Until you reach its 
sources in the rugged, broken mountains of the nor- 
thern counties of this State.** This remarkable river 
has its source in the township of Tipperary, (co. of 
Essex,) in about latitude 44° 10' N. After running 
for a short distance S. W., it turns with a right angle 
8.E., and flows in that direction, till it receives, after a 
course of between 50 and 60 miles, a branch from the 
Scaroon lake. It then winds southward and eastward, 
becoming first the northern, and ^then the eastern 
limit of the county of Saratoga, till it meets the 
Mohawk. On reaching the township of Hadley, it 
suddenly turns to the N.E., and maintains that course 
to Sandy Hill ; whence it pursues a direction nearly 
due S., declining a little to the west, till it enters the 
ocean, after a course of about 330 mile8.-|- 

Saratoga Springs, about 30 miles N. of Albany, and 
those of BaUston, 12 miles S. W. of ^Saratpga, have of 
late years become the most fashionable watering-places 
in tlie United States ; and a large concourse of persons 
assemble there, during the season (from July to Sep- 
tember), from every part of the Union, and even from 
Canada. Although these springs are from lOOO to 
1500 miles from the Southern States, the inhabitants 

* Hall’s Canada, }>. 30. J Dwight, vol. iii. p. 425. 
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of Georgia and Carolina speak of them, we are told, 
with as much familiarity as our Londoners speak of 
Bath or Cheltenham ; * and when the summer heats 
and the dread of the yellow fever, drive them to their 
plantations, the gentry of the southern climate repair 
to New York, whence they ascend the Hudson to 
Albany, and take the stage to Ballston. Tlio F^ls of 
Niagara, Glen's Falls, and the romantic scenery of 
Lake George, are among the attractive localities, which 
are generally comprehended in the excursion. 

In the year 1702, when Dr. Dwight first visited 
Ballston springs, they were surrounded with an abso-* 
lute forest extending to a great distance ; and except a 
miserable cottage or two, tliere was not a house witliiii 
two or three miles. The Rev. Mr. Ball, from whom 
the township derives its name, informed him, that they 
were discovered by the resort of deer to them, which 
was so great as to have made a well-beaten path. 
Soon after the discovery, they began to be used as 
remedies for various diseases, particularly chronic 
rheumatism, which they have sometimes cured in a re* 
markable manner. They rise in a valley watered by • 
a branch of the same mill-stream ’* that flows by 
Saratoga. In the valley and on the bordering declivi- 
ties, has now risen a very pretty watering-place, called 
Ballston Spa. The waters contain in solutionf , carbonic 

* Hodgson'a Letters, vol. 1. p. 61. 

t Dr; Steel gives the following analysis of the principal fountain 
at Ballston Spa. One gallon (or 232 cubic inches) of the water 
yidded Gmina. 

Muriate of soda 16il 

Carbonate of soda 9 

a, Ume 75*9 

a» magnesia * > 2.6 

M iron 7 

253 groins. 

210 cubic inches. 


Carbonic add gaa< 
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acidj muriate of soda, carbonate of lime, carbonate of 
soda, carbonate of iron, and carbonate of magnesia. 
They are strongly diuretic, gently diaphoretic, and 
aperient ; are a pleasant and powerful stimulus to 
the stomadi, and produce a fine exhilaration of spirits.” 
They are deemed most useful in cases of dyspepsy, 
calculous complaints, cutaneous cniptions, ulcers, and 
scrofula. To persons affected with pulmonary com- 
plaints, they are positively injurious. 

The waters of the Saratoga springs are of a similar 
character. The principal one, called the Congress 
spring, is found to contain in a gallon of water, 343 
cubic inches of carbonic acid gas, (a quantity of fixed 
air exceeding anything hitherto discovered,) and 676 
grains of marine salt and various carbonates.* Ijargo 
quantities of the water of this spring, as well as of 
that at Ballston, are bottled and transmitted weekly to 
the cities on the sea-coast. Indeed, these waters have 
become so much an article of merchandise, that con- 
siderable quantities are exported every year to the 
West Indies and to Europe. Saratoga has within a 
few years become a considerable place, containing 
several elegant hotels and lodging-houses ; and a hand- 
some Presbyterian church has been built, which is 
supplied by a resident clergjman.f 

* The following analysis is the result of repeated experiment. 
In 232 cubic inches of water arc found 

Grai»«. 


Muriate of soda 471-5 

Carbonate of lime i7H.476 

soda 

„ inognesui ;j.;t50 

«> iron ri.KJU 


67C grains. 

The temperature at'thc bottom of the spring is uniformly 50° Fahr. 
t pwight, vol, iii. pp. 3!Hi — 101. 
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Lake George, aliout 20 miles N. of Saratoga, is uni. 
▼ersally considered. Dr. Dwight says, as being in itself 
and its environs the most beautiful object of the kind 
in the United States ; and several Eiiro]^Bn travellers 
have given it the preference to the lakes of Switzer, 
land. Even Captain Basil Hall was compelled to 
acknowledge that here he had come, at last, to some 
beautiful scenery in the United States, — ^beautiful in 
every respect, and leaving nothing to wish for. I 
own,*’ he says, that Lake George exceeded my ex- 
pectations as far as it exceeds the power of the Ame- 
ricans to overpraise it.’* * For a description of the 
scenery, we must have recourse to the pages of tho 
American Writer. 

The access to the Lake from the South, is eminently 
noble, being formed by two vast ranges of mountains, 
which commencing several miles south of Fort George, 
extend beyond Plattsburg, and terminate near the 
north line of the State, occupying a distance of about 
100 miles. Those on the East are high and bold, and 
in many places naked and hoary. Those on the West 
are somewhat inferior, and generally covered with a 
thick forest to their summits. The ,road for the last 
three or four miles, passes tlirough a forest, and con- 
ceals tho lake from the view of the traveller, until he 
arrives at the eminence on which Fort George is 
built. Here is opened at once a prospect the splendour 
of which is rarely exceeded. The scenery of this spot 
owes its beauty equally to the water, tho islands, the 
shore, and the mountains. 

The water, probably. Is not surpassed by any in 
the world ; f pure, sweet, pellucid, of an elegant hue 

* Detecting nothing in the scenery to find fault with, this deter- 
mined i'ensor turns uixin .the Amaicans, and rates them for not 
admiring it more, and then abuses their steam-boats. 

f See page 41 of this volume, note f. 
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when immediately under the eye, and at very small, 
as well as at greater distances, presenting a gay, 
luminous azure, and appearing as if a soft lustre un- 
dulated everywhere on its surface, with a continual 
and brilliant emanation. The islands are interesting 
on account of their number, location, size, and figure. 
Their number is very great, fancifully computed at 
3b'5. Their location is exquisite ; solitary, in pairs, 
and in groupes, containing from three to perhaps thirty, 
arranged, with relation to each other and the neigh- 
bouring shores, in unceasing variety. Their size varies 
from a few feet to a mile and a half in length. But 
the diversity of their appearance is peculiarly derived 
from their surface. A few are naked rocks, and, by 
the power of contrast, present very interesting features 
in the aspect of the groupe ; while some are partially, 
and most are completely covered with vegetation. 
Some are bushy: others, ornamented with a single 
tree, with two, or three, or many trees. A yet greater 
number exhibit an entire forest. Some of them, of a 
long and narrow structure, present through various 
opeuings'in their um1irage,'the sky, the mountains, tho 
points, and other distant beautiful objects, changing 
to the eye as the traveller approadies and passes them. 
On a .great number, the lofty pine lifts its head above 
every other tree, waving majestically in the sky. On 
others, the beech, maple, and oak, with their cluster, 
ing branches, present the strongest examples of flourish- 
ing vegetation. On many, again, decayed, bare, and 
falling trees are finely contrasted with this vivid 
effect. 

The shores of this lake exhibit a scarcely less 
striking aspect. On one side, you are presented with 
a beach of light-coloured sand, forming a longoxteiided 
border, and shewing the purity of its waters in the 
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strongest light ; on another, a thick, dark forest rises 
immediately from the rocky shore, overhanging and 
obscuring the waters with its gloomy foliage. Here, 
the shore is scooped by a circular sweep ; the next 
bend is perhaps elliptical; and the third, a mere 
indent. The points also are alternately di-cular, 
obtuse, and acute angles. Not a few of them are 
long, narrow slips, resembling many of the islands, 
shooting either horizontally or with easy declension 
far into the lake, and covered with a fine variety of 
forest. In many places, a smoothly-sloping margin, 
for the distance of one, two, or three miles, presents a 
cheerful border, as the seat of present or future cul- 
tivation. In others, mountainous promontories ascend 
immediately from the water. 

The mountains consist of two great ranges border- 
ing the lake from north to south. The western range, 
however, passes westward of the north-west bay, at 
the head of which a vast spur, shooting towards the 
south-east, forms the whole of the peninsula between 
that bay and the lake. On the latter, it abuts with 
great majesty in a sudden and noble eminence, 
crowned with two fine summits. From this spot, 
fourteen miles from Fort George, it accompanies the 
lake uninterruptedly to the northern end, and then 
passes on towards Canada. Both these ranges alter- 
nately approach the lake, so as to constitute a con- 
siderable part of its shores, and recede from it to the 
distance sometimes of three miles. They are visible 
also, in smaller portions and greater, from one to twenty 
miles in length. Generally, they are covered entirely 
with forests; but, in several instances, are dappled 
with rocks, or absolutely naked, wild and solitary : 
this appearance is derived chiefly, if not wholly, from 
conflagrations* 
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** The summitB of these mountains are of :dmo8t 
every form, from the ardi [to the bold bluff and sharp 
cone ; and this variety is almost everywhere visible. 
In some instances, they are liald, solemn, and for- 
bidding; in many others, tufted with lofty trees. 
While casting his eye over them, the traveller is 
fascinated with the immense diversity of swells, undu- 
lations, slopes, and summits, pointed and arched with 
their piny crowns ; now near, verdant, and vivid ; then 
gradually receding and becoming more obscure, until 
the scene closes in misty confusion. 

The three best ]>oints of view are. Fort George, a 
station a little north of Shelving Rock, 14 miles, and 
smother at Sabbath-day Point, 21 miles from the head 
of the lake. Tiio last view is to be taken southward ; 
the other two, northward. From Fort George, the 
best prospect is taken of the lake itself, which is there 
seen to the distance of 14 miles, together with the 
north-west bay, while the mountains are visible on 
both sides for 25 miles. Six fine islands are also in full 
view ; and the mountain at the end of the peninsula, 
rises in the back ground with the utmost advantage ; 
as docs Shelving Rock,7a promontory shooting out 
from the east far into the lake. The scenes of the 
two remaining prospects are, however, clearly superior 
to these both in beauty and variety. From Sabbath- 
day Point, advancing northward, the scenery evidently 
dedines in beauty. Still it is fine, and some of it ex- 
quisite. Rogers's Rock and Anthony’s Nose, uncouth 
as the latter name may seem,* are among tlie most 
interesting objects in the whole groupe. Even at the 

« Anthony’s Nose seems to have been a favourite name with the 
old Dutch settlers for mountains distinguished by bold precipices. 
Besides thc.mountaln so called on the Hudson, and this on Lake 
George, tliere arc two more on the Mohawk, which have received 
the same quaint appellation. 
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northern end, the landscape is of a superior cast, and, 
in most other regions, would present uncommon at- 
tractions.” • 

Near the southern extremity of the Lake, a watering 
place has started up under the direction and by the 
enteiprise of a Mr. Caldwell of Albany, the proprietor 
of the township, whose name it bears. At its northern 
extremity, the waters of the Lake descend by a nar- 
row diannel into Lake Champlain, -|- at the foot 
of the mountain point on whic^ Fort Tioonderoga 
still frowns defiance on those who ascend the latter 
basin ; but' its martial terrors, Lieutenant Hall says, 
are now extinguished, or marked only by the 
crumbling remains of field-works 'and the ruin of 
old fortified barracks.” On the right bank of the 
stream rises Mount Defiance, and on the opposite side 
of Lake Champlain, Mount Independence ; names 
which bespeak their military fame in days of old, but 
now, like retired country gentlemen, they are content 
to raise oak and pine woods, instead of frowning bat- 
teries.”] Lake George, Ticonderoga, and Saratoga, 
are all classical and popular spots to the native of the 
United States ; and the guide-books at the Springs, 
are full of tlie details of General Burgoyne’s surrender 
and other mishaps at Saratoga ; events which the 
Americans do well to remember with gratitude to 
Divine Providence, but which are not of a nature to 
impart either romantic or historic interest to the 
scenery in the eyes of a foreigner. 

Of Lake Champlain, Dr. Dwight gives the follow- 
ing not very pleasing description. This piece of 

* Dwight, voL lii. pp. 336--341. 

' t Tho surface of Lake George is stated by Dr. Morse to be 100 
feet above the level of Lake Cliamplain : Dr. Dwight thinks it to 
be nearer 901). There are three sets of falls In the stream which 
flows into the latter. 
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water extends from Fair Haven to St. John^s in 
Canada, two hundred miles. Its least breadth is half 
a mile, and its greatest, eighteen miles. Its contents 
are estimated at 640,000 acres. From Fair Haven to 
Crown Point, it is narrow, and in some places shallow, 
but of sufficient depth for any vessels which will ever 
1)6 needed there. In this division, the waters are of a 
disagreeable colour ; the shore is lined with a margin 
of bulrushes ; and a sickly odour prevails. No piece 
of water can easily be more unpleasant than this part 
of Lake Champlain.*’ The country (along this part 
of the eastern shore) wears an equally disagreeable 
aspect. The ground is liard clay, glistening in the 
track of the horse and the wheel ; the surface flat and 
lifeless ; the forest diiefly pine, and so often burned, 
that a great number of the trees are either decayed or 
dead. The inhabitants are universally poor, and their 
houses arc generally log-huts. What inducements 
any man could And to plant himself in this ground, it 
is not easy to determine. The climate is sickly, the 
soil indifferent, the water bad, and the scenery dull 
and heavy; and I could not discover the remotest 
hope of any change for the l)etter. 

Among other disagreeable objects in this region, 
the streams have a remarkable appearance. The beds 
in which they flow, are excessively disproportioned in 
breadth to the quantity of water ; appearing rather as 
shallow, flat valleys, than as the channels of brooks 
and mill-streams. One of them, I judged to be not 
less than sixty rods in breadth ; in the middle of which 
ran, or rather lay, a moss of water, scarcely sufficient 
to turn an over-shot mill. In the summer and autumn, 
they are covered with bulrushes and other rank weeds ; 
while the pool at the bottom, turbid with clay, resem- 
bles in colour dirty suds. In passing t^iese receptacles, 
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we were saluted with a sweet, sickish eflluviniii> 
oppressive to the lungs, and extremely dispiriting to 
the feelings. In the winter and spring, the streams 
fill these beds, and demand very long and expensive 
bridges ; seriously inconvenient, as one would sup^ 
pose, to the inhabitants. To complete the dulness of 
this region, the post road, whidi formerly passed along 
the lake, now turns from Shorcham into the interior. 
The travelling, therefore, has chiefly left this tract ; 
and a stranger has become almost a curiosity. 

At Crown Point, the aspect of the lake changes 
in an instant. The water loses its foul appearance, 
becoming pleasant to the eye, and sweet and salu- 
brious. Here, also, it extends suddenly to the breadth 
of four or five miles, and assumes an aspect of mag- 
nificence. Against Ferrisburgh, it expands suddenly 
again to the breadth of ten or twelve miles, and con- 
tinues to grow wider as far as Burlington. After 
this, it holds its breadth, generally, until near the 
forty-fifth degree of latitude. Its depth from Crown 
Point northward, is great ; but 1 know not that it 
has been accurately measured. 

Crown Point, notwithstanding the fine prospects 
whicli it commands, is a gloomy, melaiicholy spot. 
The houses are almost mere hovels; and the few 
Ifeggared inhabitants appear like outcasts from human 
society. Hags and tattered garments, washed and 
hung out to dry, strongly indicated their miserable 
circumstances. Not a cheerful object met the eye. A 
great part*of the surface was overspread with ruined 
fortresses, the relics of war and destruction, and the 
monuments of perfidy, ambition, and cruelty.* The 

These forts were chiefly erected by the Canadian French^ 
within the acknowledged limits q £ the British territory, in pur- 
suance "of the plan they had formed to exterminate the English 
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opposite sliore is wild and dreary. A forest consisting 
chiefly of pines burned and blasted, spreads beyond 
the sight. A decayed and dismal house on Chimney 
Point, was the only human habitation in view upon 
that shore. Beyond the forest, rose the Green Moun- 
tains in lofty piles of grandeur, inspiring emotions 
remote from cheerfulness, and, in such a scene, bar. 
monizing only with melaticholy solemnity. On the 
west, a chain of hills, unusually rugged and inhos- 
pitable, ascends immediately from the lake ; forbidding, 
except in now and then a solitary spot, the settlement 
of man. Pram their Avild and shaggy recesses, the 

colonists. ■< In the secret chambers of this 'very fort (French 
Fort)*** says Dr. Dwight. **clug, as became such designs, beneath 
the ground, — copies of the vaults of abbeys and .castles in their 
native country.—cavems to which treachery and murder sliftik. 
from the eye of day. — those plots were contrived, which were to 
terminate in the destruction of families and villages throughout 
New York and New England. By the inhabitants of these 
countries, the wretches who contrived them had never been in- 
jured. even in thought. Peaceable in their lives, and satisfied with 
tlie produce of their own honest industry, they askeil nothing more 
than to eat their bread in quiet, and to o^oy without intrusion the 
blessings given them by their Creator. Here, the price was fixed 
which was to be paid for the scalps of these unoffending people. Here, 
the scout was formed, the path of murder marked out. the future 
butchery realized in anticipation. Here, cruelty presided at the 
council, and in cold blood feasted on the shrieks, the groans, the 
gasps, and the agonies of suffering parents and their slaughtered 
offspring. Here was kindled the fire which erelong blazed to 
heaven, and coiuumed the houses, the happiness, and the hopes 
of thousands, fairly numbered among the best inhabitants of the 
globe. Here, worst of all. were displayed long rows of scalps ; 
white in one place with the venerable locks of age, and glistening 
in another with the ringlets of childhood and of youth ; received 
and surveyed with smiles of sclf-gratulation, and rewarded with 
the promised and ungrudged boon. Such were some of the thoughts 
which instinctively crowded into my mind at the sight of the sub- 
terranean chambers which arc now the ruins of this infamous 
fortress." 


FAUT III. 
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traveller is wamcil to expect the approach of the wolf 
and the bear ; and from tliese rugged cliffs, projecting 
to the water’s edge, the boatman is taught to look for 
shipwreck and destruction. The property of this 
peninsula is in Columbia College. Whether the pecu- 
niary profits of the Point will ever reach the Coll^, 
I doubt ; and it also appears doubtful, whether the 
literature of the College will ever reach the Point. 

The waters of liake Champlain are supposed by 
the inhabitants to have been formerly much higher 
than at present. This opinion is probably just ; and 
may, 1 suspect, be applied to every siicli piece of water, 
whose outlet does not ilow over level ground, or not 
confined by a mound of granite, or some other stone 

of similar hardness .The shores of this lake are 

generally subject to the fever and ague, and to bilious 
remittents. In the northern division, the country is 
fine, the climate superior, the lake noble, and the 
scenery in a high degree magnificent.'* * 

lieutenant Hall, who travelled from Albany to 
Canada in the month of March, has given a descrip- 
tion of tho country under its wintry aspect. At Pitts- 
town, nineteen miles from Albany, the road leaves the 
iMiurse of the Hudson, and running N.E., traverses 
the chains of hills which spring laterally from the 
great north-eastern chain of the West Point moun- 
tains. Salem, twenty-nine miles furtlier, is beautifully 
embosomed amid these ramificfitions, which seem to 
divide the low country into a number of separate 
basins, each watered by its own secpiestercd stream. 
Masses of slaty rock are everywhere scattered through 
the country. On approaching Granville, situated in 
one of these mountain basins, a few miles from tlic 


Dwight, voL ii. pp. 430— 4:K}. 
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foot of the Green and Bald Mountains, which form a 
continuation of the chain, the streams are found 
no longer to flow towards the Hudson, but have a 
northerly course to Lake Champlain. Quitting the 
main north road at Granville, our Traveller proceeded 
to M^hitehall (formerly called Skenesborough), to take 
the benefit of sleighs in crossing the lake. The 
valley closes in as you approach Whitehall, until its 
lofty barriers barely leave space sufiicient for the site of 
the village, and the course of a small river, called 
M^ood-creek, which rushes into the lake with a small 
cascade : its right bank rises perpendicularly several 
hundred feet. Strata of dark grey limestone, disposed at 
regular parallels, exhibit an appearance of masonry, so 
perfect as to require a second glance to convince you 
that a wall is not built up from the bed of4he stream. 
The heights on the opposite side of the valley are 
equally bold, and marked with the same character ; 
their summits are everywhere darkened with forests of 
oak, pine, and cedar. Ijarge detached masses of granite 
arc scattered generally through the ^’nlley, and among 
the houses of the village, which, like several others on 
our raid, very much resembled a large timber-yard, 
from the quantity of wood cutting up and scattered 
about for purposes of building. Indeed, it is impos. 
siblc to travel tlirougli the States, without taking part 
with the unfortunate trees, which, unable, like tlieir 
persecuted fellows of the soil, the Indians, to make 
good a retreat, are exposed to every form and spedes 
of destruction which Vankey convenience or dexterity 
can invent : felling, hunting, rooting up, tesiring 
down, lopping, and chopping, are all employed with 
most unrelenting severity. 

‘‘ At AVhitehall, we embarked in sleiglis on Jjake 
U 2 
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Champlain. The afternoon was bright and mild, and 
well disposed us to enjoy the pleasing change from our 
snail-paced waggon to the smooth rapidity of a sleigh, 
gliding at the rate of nine miles an hour. The first 
object our driver was happy to point out to us, was 
several of our own flotilla anchored near the town, 
sad ^ trophies of the fight.* The head of the lake, 
called ^ the Narrows,’ does not exceed the breadth of 
a small river ; the sides rise in lofty cliffs, whose grey 
strata sometimes assume the regular direction of the 
mason’s level, sometimes form an angle more or less 
acute with the horizon, and sometimes, particularly 
in projecting imints, seem almost vertical to it. At 
Shoreham, nearly opposite to Crown Point, we found 
good accommodation for the night at Mr. liarenburg’s 
tavern, and set off the next morning before breakfast ; 
but we had soon cause to repent of thus committing 
ourselves fasting to the mercy of the elements. The 
lake now began to widen, and the shores to sink in 
proportion ; the keen blasts of the north, sweeping 
over its frozen expanse, pierced us with needles of ice. 
The thermometer was 22 ° below zero. Buffalo-hides, 
bear-skins, caps, shawls, and handkerchiefs were vainly 
employed against a degree of cold so much beyond our 
habits. Our guide alone, of the party, his chin and 
eye-lashes gemmed and powdered with the drifting 
snow, boldly set his face and horses in the teeth of the 
storm. Sometimes, a crack in the ice would compel 
us to wait, while he went forward to explore it with 
his axe, (without which the American sleigh-drivers 
seldom travel,) when, having ascertained its breadth 
and the foot-hold on either side, he would drive his 
horses at speed, and clear the fissure with its snow 
ridge, at a flying leap ; a sensation we found agree- 
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able enough, but not so agreeable as a good inn and 
dinner at Burlington. 

Burlington is a beautiful little town, rising from 
the edge of the lake ; the principal buildings are dis- 
posed in a neat square# On a hill above the town 
stands the college, a plain brick building, the greater 
part of which is unoccupied, and seemingly unfinished. 
M*’e crossed the next morning to Plattsburg, curious 
to view the theatre of our misfortunes.* It is a 
fiourishing little town, situated principally on the left 
bank of the Saranac, a little river which, falling into 
the lake, makes, with an adjacent island and Cumber- 
land Point, a convenient bay, across which the Ame- 
rican flotilla lay anchored, to receive our attack ; the 
untoward issue of which decided the retreat of Sir 
George Prevost's army. 

I observed that the shores of the lake gradually 
sunk down to the level of the water, while the moun- 
tain ridges fell off to the right and left, leaving a 
broad and nearly level expanse of wood and ice. 
Traces of cultivation diminished as we approached the 
frontier. A few solitary houses, commonly the resort 
of smugglers, were scattered on the shore, embosomed 
in forests of a most uninviting aspect. Between 
Champlain and Isle-aux-Noix, travellers take leave 
of America, and enter on the Canadian territory.*'! 

Having conducted the reader to the frontier in this 
direction, we must now return to Albany, whence the 
road leads off westward to the Great Lakes and the far- 
famed Falls of Niagara. 


• Sec page 182 of this volume, 
t Hall’s Canada, pp. 33—40. 
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FROM ALBANY TO NIAGARA. 

The first stage from Albany on the western road, is 
to Shenectady, sixteen miles. Captain Basil Hsdl 
took a circuitous route which doubled the distance, in 
order to see the Junction of the Erie Canal with the 
branch which connects it with Lake Champlain. 
** Near the village called Juncta,*’ he says, ‘‘ we liad 
an opportunity of examining a string of nine locks, by 
which the canal is raised to the level of the country 
to the 'westward of Albany. Crowds of boats ladon 
with flour, grain, and other produce, were met by 
others as deeply laden with commodities from all ])arts 
of tlie world, ready to be distributed over the western 
countries. On the way to this place, our Traveller 
^‘looked in atone of the State arsenals at Watervliet,*’ 
where he saw about 50,000 stand of arms in good 
order,— a bristling mass of dormant strength ready 
to be called into action for the purposes of national 
defence.’* 

Shenectady, which is situated on the Alohawk, still 
retains the antiquated apjiearance of a Dutch town. 
It is governed by a mayor and corporation. Its chief 
claim to notice arises from the proximity of Union 
College, which, under the able administration of Pre- 
sident Nott, has attained high respectability. Here, 
Captain Basil Hall embarked in the canal packet, and 
proceeded a day’s towing to Catighnawaga.’*' The 
canal winds along the base of a low and prettily 
wooded bank on the southern side of the Mohawk. 

Our perpendicular height above the stream,*’ says 
this Traveller, may have been thirty or forty feet, 

* The road crosscsi tlie Mohawk by a roofed wocmIcii bridge. 
10U*)fcct in length, and then skirts, for a conBldcrablc distance, 
the northern bank of the river. 



NORTH AMRRICA, 


259 


by wliich elevation we commanded a range of prospect, 
both lip and down, of great extent and variety. The 
Mohawk is studded with many islands and long, pro* 
jecting, flat, wooded points, lying in the tortuous 
reaches or bendings of the stream. The vigour of the 
spring tints had not yet yielded to tho withering 
effects of the fierce summer. I3e the cause what it 
may, 1 cannot conceive a more beautiful combination 
of verdure ; and as tlie windings of the canal brought 
us in sight of fresh vistas, new cultivation, new 
villages, new bridges, new aqueducts, rose at every 
moment, mingled up with scattered dwellings, mills, 
churches, all span new. The scene looked really one 
of enchantment.” At Caughnawaga,* our Traveller 
left the canal, and started in an extra stage *' for 
Utica, a town that has recently sprung up upon the 
great western caiial.f Although not long ago a 
village of log-huts, it has already several church 
spires rising over it ; and at no great distance, an 
academical institution has been founded, called Hamil- 
ton College. Not far from Utica are tho Trenton 
Falls on the Mohawk, whidi Captain Basil Hall pro- 
nounces to be well worth seeing.” The western 
road now traverses a country recently cleared and 

* Between Caughnawaga and Utica, is a village whkh takes 
its name Brom the <■ Little Falls’' of the Mohawk. At these 
Falls, *' the river passes through a wild, mountainous ravine, now 
rushing over shelving falls, now whirling and foaming round a pro- 
jecting point or detac hed masses of rock ; on both sides, the banks 
are locky and precipitous, and a few dwarfish trees start from 
among the crevices. If it were not for the waggon In which you 
travel, you exmld almost suppose yourself in the neighbourhcxid of 
the Tiosachs.*’— Duncan, vol. IL p. 25. 

t In l7<.Kh Utica consisted of 50 houses, most of them small and 
tcmiKuary buildings. In 1004, the number was 120. It is now a 
handsome town, carrying on a greater trade than any plac» in the 
titate, except New York, Albany, and Troy. 
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improved, to Syracuse, another thriving place, through 
the very centre of which the Erie Canal passes. 

During this drive,*’ says our Traveller, we had 
opportunities of seeing tlie land in various stages of 
its progress, from the dense, black, tangled, native 
forests, up to the highest state of cultivation, with 
wheat and barley waving over it ; or from that melan- 
choly and very hopeless-looking state of things, when 
the trees are laid prostrate upon the earth, one on the 
top of another, and a miserable log>hiit is the only 
symptom of man’s residence, — to such gay and thriv- 
ing places as Syracuse ; with fine, broad streets, large 
and commodious houses, gay shops, and stage-coaches, 
waggons, and gig^ dying past, all in a bustle. In the 
centre of the village, we could see from our windows, 
the canal thickly covered with freight-boats and 
packets, glancing silently past, and shooting like 
arrows through the bridges, some of which were of 
stone, and some of painted wood. The canal at this 
place has been made of double its ordinary width, 
and being bent into an agreeable curvature, to suit 
the turn of the streets, the formality is removed, as 
well as the ditch-like appearanc/e which generally 
belongs to canals. The water, also, is made to rise 
almost level with the towing-path, which improves 
the effect. I was amused by seeing among the throng 
of loaded boats, a gayly. painted vessel lying in state, 
with the words ^ Cleopatra’s Barge ’ painted in large 
characters on her broadside. 

In the course of fifty miles’ travelling, we came 
repeatedly in sight of almost every successive period of 
agricultural advancement through which America has 
run, or is actually running. At one place, we found 
ourselves among the Oneyda tribe of Indians, living 
on a strip of land called a reservation, from being ap- 
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proprlated ezduiiively to tliose poor remains' of the 
former absolute masters of the territory, the native 
burghers of the forest ! They were dressed in blankets, 
with leggings of skin, laced not very tightly, and 
reaching to the. hide mocassins on their feet. Their 
painted faces and lank, black, oily hair, made them 
look as like savages as any lion-hunting travellers 
could have desired. 

In merely passing along the road, it was of course 
difficult to form any conjecture as to how much of the 
country was cleared ; especially as new settlers natu- 
rally cling to canals, roads, and lakes, and such only 
were the settlers that we saw. Sometimes, our track 
lay through a thick forest for a mile or two ; though, 
generally speaking, the country for some distance on 
both sides of the road, was thickly strewed with 
houses. Every now and then we came to villages, 
consisting of several hundred houses ; and in the 
middle, 1 observed, there were always several churches 
surmounted with spires, painted with some showy 
€»lour, and giving a certain degree of liveliness or 
finish to scenes in other respects rude enough. In 
general, however, it must be owned, there prevailed a 
most uncomfortable appearance of bleakness or rawness, 
and a total absence of picturesque beauty in these vil- 
lages ; whose dreary aspect was much heightened by 
the black sort of gigantic wall formed of the abrupt 
edge of the forest, choked*up with underwood, now 
for the first time exposed to the light of the sun. 

The deared spaces, however, as they ai'e called, 
looked to our eyes not less desolate, being studded 
over with innumerable great black stumps ; or, more 
deplorable still, with tiUl, scorched, branchless stems 
of trees, which had undergone the barbarous operation 
known by the name of girdling. An American settler 
u 5 
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can hardly conceive the horror with which a foreigner 
beholds such numbers of magnificent trees standing 
round him with their throats cut, — the very Banqnos 
of the murdered forest ! The process of girdling is 
this : a circular cut or ring, two or three inches deep, 
is made with an axe, quite round the tree, at aliout 
five feet from the ground. Tliis, of course, puts an 
end to vegetable life ; and the destruction of the tree 
being accelerated by the action of fire, these wretched 
trunks in a year or two present the most miserable 
objects of decrepitude that can be conceived. But the 
purpose of the farmer is gained, and that is all lie can 
be expected to look to. Ills com cmp is no longer 
overshadowed by the leaves of these unhappy trees, 
which, in process of time, are cut down, and split into 
railings, or sawed into billets of firewood, — and their 
misery is at an end. Even in the cultivated fields, 
the tops of the stumps were seen poking their black 
snouts above the yoimg grain, like a shoal of seals. 
Not a single hedge or wall was to be seen in these 
places, all the inclosures being made of split logs, built 
one upon the top of another, in a /.ig-zag fasliioii, like 
what ladies call a Vandyke border. These are termed 
snake-fences, and are certainly the most ungraceful- 
looking things 1 ever saw. 

Most of the houses arc built of rough, unbarked 
logs, nicked at tbc ends, so as to fit closely and finnly, 
and roofed with planks. The better sort of dwellings 
are made of squared timbers, framed together neatly 
enough, and bmirdcd over at the sides and ends, and 
then roofed with shingles, which are a sort of oblong 
slates. The houses are generally left unpainted, and 
being scattered about without order, look more like a 
collection of great packing-boxes, than the human 
residences which the eye is accustomed to see in old 
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Gountries. In the more cleared and lon||;er settled 
parts of the country, we saw many detached houses, 
which might almost be called villas, very neatly got up, 
with rows of wooden columns in front, shaded by trees 
and tall shrubs running round and across the garden, 
which was prettily fenced in, and embellished with a 
profusion of flowers. Sometimes a whole village, such 
as that of Whitesborough, was composed entirely of 
hcse detached villas ; and as most of the houses were 
half-liidden in the thick foliage of the elm-trees round 
them, they looked cool and comfortable, when com- 
pared with the new and half-burned, and in many 
places still burning countiy, only a few miles off.” * 
Syracuse, f in the year 1820, consisted of one house, 
one mill, and one tavern. In 18279 it contained 1500 
inhabitants, with two large churches; innumerable 
shops, filled with goods brought there by water-carriage 
from every corner of the glolie ; two large and splen- 
did hotels ; many dozens of grocery-stores or whisky- 
shops ; several busy printing-presses, from one of 
which issues a weekly newspaper ; and a daily post 
from the east, the south, and the west. In the 
neighbourhood are the salt-works of Salina, which 
yield about 500,000 bushels of salt annually. The 
road then runs to Skeneateles, at the upper end of a 
lake of the same name ; and thence to Auburn, not 
the loveliest village of the plain,” but a flourishing 
place, and celebrated for its State Penitentiary,— the 

• Basil Hall, vol. 1. pii. 126—131. 

t The incongruous mixture of classic names, unmeaningly ap- 
plied to some of the villages on this route, in alternation with 
modern appellations. English, Dutch, and Indian, has, to a stranger, 
a very absurd eflect. The following places occur in succession,— 
Utica, Chittinengo, Manlius, Oiionclago, Syracuse, Skeneateles, 
Elbrklge, Brutus, Aubum, Camiilus, Cayuga, Waterloo ! 
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parent experiment of that system which has done 
America so much honour.** A theological academy 
has also been established here. The next stage is to 
Cayuga, on the western bank of the still and beautiful 
lake of that name, which is here crossed by a wooden 
bridge, resting on loose stone piers, 1850 paces in 
length. A few miles further, the flourishing settle- 
ment of Waterloo has sprung up on the bank of a creek 
communicating between the Cayuga and Seneca lakes ; 
the situation is very beautiful. A wearisome swamp 
extends from this place to Seneca lake, (so named 
from an Indian nation nearly extinct,) and a yet more 
wearisome log causey** affords the means of crossing 
it. At the further end is the village of Geneva. 
Another stage of sixteen miles leads to Canandaigua, 
situated at ^he end of an extremely pretty lake, not 
so large as the last two, but still an extensive piece 
of water. Canandaigua is a very pretty village, nearly 
in the centre of Ontario county : it -contains three 
churches, one of them belonging to the Episcopa- 
lians. The dwellings have more the appearance of 
detached country-houses, than of streets ; and there 
are some showy hotels.* Twenty-four miles further 
is Avon, upon the bank of the Genesee river. Captain 
Basil Hall, instead of proceeding direct to this place, 
drove across the country to the village of Rochester, 
which is built on the banks of that river, just above 
some beautiful waterfalls, aud only a few miles from 

• At a place called Bristol, near Canandaigua, there is an inflam- 
mable spring. On applying a lighted candle, ■* in a few minutes,” 
says Captain B. Hali, •• we had a row of natural gas-lights, blazing 
in a style worthy of Pall Mall, for many yards along the banks of 
a pretty little valley ; in the middle of which, a clear stream of 
water was leaping merrily down to the plains below, over a scries 
of steps or slabs formed by the horizontal strata of limestone cover- 
ing all that part of the country.” 
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the southern shore of Lake Ontario, which is con« 
cealed, however, by a dense screen of untouched forest. 
The Erie Canal passes through the heart of this sin- 
gular village, and strides across the Genesee river on 
a noble aqueduct of stone.** 

Rochester, Captain Basil Hall says, is celebrated all 
over the Union, as one of the most striking instances 
of rapid increase in size and population of which even 
this country affords an example. In 1815, its popula- 
tion consisted of 331 souls. These had increased, in 
1818, to 1049 ; in 1820, to 1502 ; in 1822, to 2700 ; 
in February, 1825, to 4274 ; in August of the same 
year, to 5273 ; and in 1827) to upwards of 8000.* The 
cause of this rapid influx is of course the Erie Canal, 
this village having become the emporium of the rich 
agricultural districts upon the Genesee river. The 


• The following table, shewing the number of penons engaged 
in some of tlie princiiml occuiiatlons in 1(126, aflTords a curious 
insight Into the composition of American society in a settlement 
twelve years old : — 


Clergymen (1 to 1100). • 7 
Physicians (1 to 307) ••25 


Lawyers (1 to 27.1) 36 

Merchants 74 

Clerks 86 

Printers 31 

Innkeepers 16 

Bakers 14 

Butchers 33 

Grocers M 

Tallow.cluindlers It 

Tailors 4tt 

(Shoemakers .....184 

Halters 20 

Clothiers 23 

Millers 2C» 

Mili-wrights 21 


'Wheel-wrights 24 

Carpenters 304 

Masons 515 

Coopers 73 

Blacksmiths 67 

Gunsmiths 14 

Tinsmiths 23 

Coachmakers 17 

Chairmakers 10 

Cabineunakers 33 

Tanners 20 

Comb-makers 5 

Painters.. 26 

Goldsmiths 16 

Saddlcn 21 

labourers 423 


Four political and one religious newspaper were issued firom the 


presses of this town, and one ChiisUaB Monthly Magazine. 
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population is composed chiefly of emigrants from New 
England, with a few from other parts of the Union, a 
considerable number of German, English, Scotch, and 
Irish settlers, and a few natives of Canada, Norway, 
and Switzerland ; making up a very singular and 
motley society. Every thing in this bustling place,’* 
says Captain Basil Hall, appeared to be in motion. 
The very streets seemed to be starting up of their own 
accord, ready-made, and looking as fresh and new as 
if they had been turned out of the workmen's hands 
but an hour before,— or that a great box-full of new 
houses had been sent by steam from New York, and 
tumbled out on the half-cleared land. The canal-banks 
were at some pbices still uuturfed ; the lime seemed 
hardly dry in the masoiiiy of the aqueduct, in the 
bridges, and in the numberless great saw-mills and 
manufactories. In many of these buildings, the 
people were at work below stairs, while at top, the 
carpenters were busy nailing on the planks of the 
roof. Some dwellings were half painted, while the 
foundations of others, within live yards’ distance, were 
only beginning. I cannot say how many churdies, 
court-houses, jails, and hotels I counted, all in motion, 
creeping upwards. Several streets were nearly finished, 
but had not as yet received their names ; and many 
others were in the reverse predicament, being named, 
but not commenced, — their local habitation being 
merely signified by lines of stakes. Here and there, 
we saw great warehouses, without window-sashes, but 
half filled witli goods, and furnished with hoisting 
cranes, ready to fish up the huge pyramids of flour- 
barrels, bales, and boxes lying in the streets. In the 
centre of the town, the spire of a Presbyterian church 
rose to a great height, and on each side of tlie sup- 
porting tower was to be seen the dial-plate of a dock. 
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of which the machiuery, in the hurry-skurry, had been 
left at New York. I need not say, that these half- 
finished, whole-finished, and embryo streets were 
crowded with people, carts, stages, cattle, pigs, far 
beyond the reach of numbers ; — and as all these welre 
lifting up their voices together, in keeping with the 
clatter of hammers, tlie ringing of axes, and the creak- 
ing of machinery, there was a fine concert.** 

On leaving this place, Captain Hall travelled about 
30 miles on the Ridge Road,** which runs along the 
summit of a gently sloping bank of sand and gravel, 
supposed to have formed, at some remote era, the beach 
of Lake Ontario, to the southern margin of which it is 
nearly parallel, but a hundred feet higher in level, and 
at a distance of eight or ten miles. The intervening 
tract is a moderately inclined fiat belt of country, above 
the general level of which, this old beach** rises to 
the height of 15 or 20 feet. The slope of the southern 
side of the ridge is mucli steeper than that which faces 
the lake, resembling in that respect tlie natural em- 
bankments on sea-coasts or the shores of lakes, thrown 
lip by the combined action of wind and water.* The 
direct road from Avon runs to Batavia, a small, strag- 
gling village ; and thence, a stage of 40 miles to 
Buffalo, a tmsy, thriving town, beautifully situated at 
the lower extremity of Lake Krie, near the mouth of 
a small creek which forms the termination of the Great 
Canal. At Black Rock, two miles below Buffalo, a 
ferry-boat conveys the Traveller to the Canadian shore, 
a few miles above 

* •• On the Island of Michllimacklnoc, there are the most deci- 
sive VToofs. that the waters of Huron and Michigan arc several 
feet lower than they once were, t’nxifs equally decisive axe pre- 
sented on its southern borders, of a similar subsidence In Lake 
Krie.'*— bwlgiit, vol. iv. p. Od. Sec also, fur a Kimilar remark 
xespecting Lake Champiain, page 254 of this volume. 



868 


NOBTH AMERICA. 


be diall therefore select three dis- 

moh further particulars as 
we gather from other sources. Captain 

Basil vli^ :,te)li . usy . that the Falls infinitely ez- 
ceedeA'fiPit^rltn^pations ; and he cites the reply of a 
genUemiii trlu>9‘ on return from the Niagara, was 
appealed ; to by a party, whether he thought they 
would bs disappointed — Why no, unless you expect 
to wijlBajEeS’thate^ coming down from the moon.” Mr. 
BuncaBy Ogi'^ o^er hand, says, that the impression 
produced oti hfs mirnd by the first view of the Falls, was 
decidedly ..t^ of disappointmmt ; which he believes 
to be a very common feeling whi^ strangers visit them 
for the first time; but ehose who visit them the 
oftcmest^ admire and wonder at ^em the most. This 
TxmyeQMr .ifisited them twic^ and we shall first give 
his;dTOjM.and well-written description of the scene. 

t^’lt vilMi on a beautiful morning that I last left 
Bu|Eb1o. ; The sky was dear, and the air perfectly 
ser^,. . J?pt a single cloud was seen upon the broad 
ezpdAijip^ in the north-west, on the very verge of 
the two little fleecy specks appeared and 

disappeilM'at intervals ; sometimes rising separately, 
and aoinetimes Jsiingling their vapours. These were 
clouds a£ spny rising above the Falls ; perfectly con- 
spicuous to tto naked eye at a distance of twenty 
miles.* 

• •* Wdd says, that he saw the clouds oTsKnay firom the Falla 


vary so rantfrlodily, both as to the 
MNlA^e'iudi and as to the more 


prdSlMi^ of the scene, that any attempt to , 

oooEdlMsVtl^ in a gene^ description, would 
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PasBing along the bank, you booh reach Ghrand 
Island, embraced in the forking of the river. Eadi 
arm of the stream is more than a mile in width. The 
western channel is the boundary between the British 
and American possessions ; and this island, nearly seven 
miles long, and containing between 20,000 and 3O,0OO 
acres, is, o£ course, left within the territory of New 
York. It is of an irr^ilar lozenge shape, and as yet 
thickly covered with pines and cedars. 

Passing Grand Island, and Navy Island, a smaller 
one which succeeds it, the stream becomes about two 
miles and a half wide, and you reach Ghippawa creek, 
village, and fort, between two and three miles above 
the Falls. Here terminates the navigation of the upper 
part of the Niagara ; for the rapidity of the stream 
soon increases so considerably, that vessels cannot 
with safety venture further. The diange becomes 
very soon obvious on the surface of the water. Neither 
waves, however, nor any violent agitation is visible 
for some time ; you see only 

** The tonent*! •mooUmesi ere It dish hdow.” 

Dimples and indented lines, with here and there a 
little eddying whirl, run along near the shore ; be- 
tokening at once the depth of the channel, the vast 
body of water, and the accelerated impetus with which 
it hurries along. Every straw also that floats past, 
though motionless upon the bosom of the river, and 
undisturbed by a single ripple, is the index of an irre- 
sistible influence, which sweeps to one common issue 
all within its grasp. 

. Goat Island, the lowest of all, now appears in- 
serted like a wedge in the centre of the stream. By it 

while BBiling-on Lake Erie, at a distance of fifty-four miles. From 
the appearance which they presented at a distance of twenty miles, 
1 am indined to think this is not at all impiolNihle.’* 
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the river is divided into two currents^ which issue in 
the two great falls ; and the nearer channel shelves 
down into a steep and rocky declivity, over which an 
esctensive rapid foams and rashes with prodigious fury. 
Before reaching the idand, the traveller remarks at a 
distance the agitated billows, then the white-crested 
breakers, and at length he has a full view of the rapid, 
nearly a mile in length, the immediate and most ap- 
propriate prelude to the great Fall. 

«« Nearly opposite the middle of Goat Island, the 
diannel of the rapid suddenly widens, encroaching 
with a considerable curvature upon the bank, as if a 
portion of the water sought to shun, by a circuitous 
route, its inevitable destiny. In this little bay, if it 
may be so called, are a number of islets covered witli 
wood, and to all appearance securely anchored amid 
the brawling torrent ; but, before approaching them, 
you discover with surprise, that the daring foot of man 
luM ventui'ed to descend the steep bank, to erect a 
cluster of mills, which dip their water-wheels into the 
impetuous rapid. Immediately lielow, the shore bends 
to the right, contracting the channel, and throwing 
back the reluctant water which had left the main 
current ; and immediately the whole is engulfed in the 
Great Horse-shoe Fall, which, like an immense caul- 
dron, sends up to the sky a stupendous column of 
smoke and spray. 

A few minutes’ ride now gives you the first view 
of the Falls. The road winds along pretty close by the 
bank of the stream, till past the centre of the great 
rapid, where the channel makes the returning bend 
to the right. The road does not follow this bend, but, 
going very nearly straight forward, recedes of coui'se 
very considerably from the bank. The level of the 
road is by this tixne greatly higher than the surface of 
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ihe rirer, which begins gradually to descend near 
Ghippawa, and sinks about fifty feet in perpendicular 
height, T>etween the commencement of the rapid and 
its termination. As the distance increases a little 
between the road and the bank, the vast concave of the 
Falls of Niagara begins to open upon your view,' indin- 
ing towards the road at an angle of about forty-five 
degrees. First you see the American fall, the further 
extremity of the semi-drcle, breaking in a broad white 
sheet of foam upon a heap of rocks below. Close by 
its inner extremity is a gush of water which in any 
other situation would be esteemed a considerable 
cascade, but here seems but a fragment of the larger 
cataract, separated by a small island or rode in the bed 
of the river. The eye then rests upon the precipitous 
end of Goat Island, consisting of accumulated masses 
of stone, in horizontal strata, supporting a scanty 
covering of earth, and crowded to the edge with pines. 
Last of all, about a third part of the concave of the 
British fall rounds into prospect ; the remainder is 
concealed by the bend and the elevation of the inter- 
vening bank. From the interior of this vast semi- 
circle, the spray is volumed upwards in prodigious 
masses, which conceal at intervals various portions of 
the scenery ; and the deep, hollow thunder of the 
cataracts is mingled with the roar of the long and 
angry rapid. 

In my first visit, I was quite alone, and piloted 
my way from the tavern to the edge of the precipitous 
bank, by the directions which 1 received from the 
landlord. Grossing a field or two, which slope from 
the road towards the river, a little below the Falls, I 
reached a small distillery, past whicli a kind of foot- 
path conducts to tho edge of the bank. The ground 
is marshy for a considerable space up and down, with 
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a good deal of brusliwood scattered about ; but part of 
it had been cut away from the brow of the precipice, 
to afford a view of the Falls. 

I looked cautiously over the brink. The water 
was foaming past, about 160 feet below me. Beyond 
it rose the bank on the American side, precipitous 
and rocky; and away to the right, the immense basin 
into which the waters were thundering, and from 
which the columns of spray were towering up in misty 
grandeur. 

The falls made a more powerful impression on my 
mind, when they opened to view for the second time, 
on the road from Chippawa. The American fall ap. 
peared broader, deeper, much more imposing, than 
when I first saw it. The craggy end of Goat Island 
seemed more precipitous and grand ; a bald eagle was 
perched upon its very edge, close by the side of the 
British fall, and waved its pinions in safety over the 
profound abyss. The curve of the British fall next 
circled in; and the recollection of how much was 
still hidden from view, powerfully aided the combined 
effect. 

After an early dinner, the party with whom I 
came, set out for a nearer view. During the summer, 
the American newspapers had announced that the 
whole of the Table Rock had given way, and been 
precipitated into the channel of the river; 1 was 
therefore eager to ascertain the extent of the mischief. 
We got over the rail fences of two fields, and passing 
the distillery to which 1 have already alluded, reached 
the edge of the precipice. On looking to the right, I 
at once remarked the great change which had taken 
place. From within a few feet of where I stood, the 
bank which had formerly run forward nearly in a 
straight line towards the Table Rock, now presented 
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a great concavity. The foot-path along which I had 
formerly walked, and the bushes behind which I had 
stood, had all disappeared : — ^the rock upon whose de- 
ceitful support they rested, had suddenly given way, 
from top to bottom ; and a mass, as we were informed, 
about 160 feet in length, and from 30 to 40 in breadth, 
upon which I had formerly Imagined myself in secu- 
rity, iM)w lay shattered into ten thousand fragments 
at the bottom of the precipice. 1 cannot describe my 
emotions in contemplating the scene before me. I had 
trodden where the foot of man will never tread again ; 
I had stood and walked, where nothing but the in- 
visible atmosphere is now incumbent. 

The final disruption of this mass took place about 
midnight in the month of July or August. The 
landlord of the tavern had walked over it the pre- 
ceding afternoon, with two ladies and a gentleman : 
they returned the following day, to view the fright- 
ful diasm, and one of the ladies shed tears at the 
spectacle. 

A new path, winding considerably backward from 
the brow of the clifiF, has been cut through the brush- 
wood with which the marsh abounds, and a line of 
planks conducts the traveller to the Table Rock. The 
rent extended to within a few yards of this celebrated 
spot, but no part of it gave way : how long it may be 
ere it does so, none can say. 

The top of the Table Rock forms a circular plat- 
form of considerable area, on the same level, and in 
immediate contact, with the western extremity of the 
British fall. It extends backward for several yards ; 
and I put the point of my shoe into the water, with 
perfect safety, immediately before it was precipitated 
from the diff. In front, the rock projects some feet 
beyond the line of the fi^, and of the inferior mass of 
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rocks upon which it is supported. It requires not a 
little nerve to approach the edge ; but the landlord told 
us, that he has seen people sitting with their feet hang- 
ing over it, coolly engaged in sketching a view of the 
Falls. It was not without considerable timidity that I 
crept near enough to look over, dose l)y the brink of 
tlie water ; but the sight of the gulf below repays the 
effort, and indeed is one that can never be forgotten. 
The water breaks into spray at the very top, and sends 
up a steam from the inexplorable abyss, which shnmds 
all below in most terrific obscurity. A portion of the 
vapour rises between the descending water and the 
rock, and comes whirling out in the most violent agi- 
tation ; and the deep, hollow sound of the cataract, 
reverberating from the rocky caverns, completes the 
elements of sublimity with wliich the scene is charged. 

Leaving the Table liock, we returned by ;^the 
winding foot-path, and, a short way below the road 
from tlie distillery, we reached the ladder which con- 
ducts to the bed of the river. 1 had imagined that 
there must be a good deal of danger connected with 
descending, but, on the contrary, it is perfcxrtly safe. 
The top of the ladder is secured between the stumps 
of two trees, against the side of a deep gash in the 
rock, and slopes down along the face of the precipice, 
the lower end resting upon a large accumulation of 
soil and rock, which lias foi-merly fallen from above. 

There is some difficulty, however, in getting for- 
ward, after having arrived at the foot of the ladder. 
The path lies to the right along a sloping bank of earth 
and stones, alternately rising and falling, though ulti- 
mately descending as you approach the Falls. The 
foot-way is so narrow that it admits of no more than 
one abreast ; it is besides wet and slipfiery throughout, 
and in many places encumbered with fragments of 
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rock. To look up, jb fiiglitful ; in itome ]Jaces, tlie 
higher stratum of rock overhangs the rest most 
threateningly, and the fissures are so numerous, that 
the whole fabric of the bank seems to be held together 
by a most precarious cohesion. Your progress is also 
impeded by the thick rain which is every where de- 
scending; sometimes filtering through the seams of 
the rock, sometimes falling in heavy drops from its 
edge, as from the eaves of a house, and, in two or three 
places, spouting upon you in a continued stream. This 
water proceeds from the marsh above, and, by gradually 
washing out the earth, was doubtless the cause of the 
bank's giving way last summer. 

With considerable exertion, and not without 
being completely drenched, we made our way to the 
fragments of the large portion which fell. The sepa- 
ration had taken place from top to bottom, in a 
straight line, leaving the new surface which was dis- 
closed, perfectly smooth and perpendicular. A deep 
rent is quite evident behind that part which supports 
the Talde Rock, and in all probability, some future 
traveller will have to record its fall. It was not till 
now that we could form any adequate idea of the pro- 
digious extent of the ruin. Laige masses lay hurled 
across the declivity, and piled one upon another, so as 
to render walking lK)th difficult and dangerous. Some 
large pieces seemed so nicely poised upon each other, 
that a slight touch would have overset them, and com- 
municated motion to all that were near. 

DesiroTis of getting to the bottom of the Great 
Fall, 1 made my way about half way over the scattered 
masses ; but when I felt some of them rocking under 
me, and saw that no one of the party ventured to 
follow, I thought prudence required that 1 should turn. 
Before facing about, however, I broke from the edge 
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of a large block of limestone, a piece of portable dimen- 
sions, which was penetrated by veins of white crystals, 
and contained in a deft at one end of it, a fine gi'oupe 
very regularly formed. 

1 now stood and surveyed the wondrous scene 
before me, mentally comparing the view of the Falls 
from below, with that which 1 had enjoyed from the 
Table Rode. Of the magnitude and force of the de- 
scending torrents, we have here a much more impres- 
sive conception ; for, as we see no part of the rapids 
above, and indeed nothing of the flood till it has begun 
its descent from the difif, the mind is occupied almost 
entirdy with the height, and width, and grandeur of 
the two enormous cascades. We look up in amaze- 
ment at the unintermitted pouring of so vast an 
accumulation of waters ; and were this the only view 
which could be obtained, it would seem an inscrutable 
mystery, from what source so immeasurable a volume 
of fresh water could be constantly poured forth. 

The noise of the Falls is of course greatly increased 
below ; indeed, it thunders in the ear most overpower- 
ingly. I use the term thunders^ for want of a more 
appropriate one, but it by no means conveys any 
adequate idea of the awfully deep and unvarying 
sound. 

To heighten the splendour of the scene, a magni- 
ficent rainbow, pencilled on tlie clouds of spray, and 
perfectly unbroken from end to end, over-arched the 
space between the one bank and the other, at the 
widest part. This, in so entire a state, is rather a rare 
occurrence ; for, though the prismatic colours are 
always visible during sunshine, floating in little frag- 
ments here and there, they only unite into a regular 
bow in particular positions of the sun, and never com- 
plete the semi-circular curve but when the air, as hap- 
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pened on this occasion, is perfectly calm. 1 was pecu- 
liarly fortunate in the period of this visit. 

It is now not unusual to cross in a boat, a short 
way below the Falls, to the American shore, and there 
enjoy a considerable variety of prospect.* 

A beautiful moonlight evening succeeded, and so 
favourable an opportunity of another view was not to 
be neglected. I did not venture, at so late an hour, to 
thread the mazes of the path to the Table Rock, but 
repaired to a sloping bank at the bottom of a field im- 
mediately above it. The moon’s rays fell directly upon 
the American cascade, leaving the greater part of the 
oilier fall in deep sliadow. The spray appeared to rise 
in greatly increased volumes, and the dim light 
minglingwith its haze, and accompanied by a per- 
ceptible increase in the sound of the cataracts, im- 
parted to the whole a peculiar sublimity, whidi was 
wanting in daylight.** -|* 

The next Traveller of whose description we shall 
avail ourselves, is Mr. llowison, whose visit to the 
Falls appears to have been more recent than that jof 
Mr. Duncan. 

“ Three extensive views of the Falls m.iy be ob- 
tained from three difieretit places. In general, the 
first opportunity travellers have of seeing tlie cataract, 
is from the high-road, whidi, at one point, lies near 
the liank of the river. This place, however, lieing 
considerably above the level of the Falls, and a good 
way beyond them, affords a view that is comparatively 
imperfect and unimposiiig. 

The Table Rock, from which the Falls of Niagara 

• This WHS before .fudge Porter had, by a wonderful effort of 
boldness and skill/* succeeded in throwing a wooden bridge across 
from the main-land to Goat Island, a short way above the Falls. 

t Duncan, vol, ii. pp. .13—47. 
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may be contemplated in all their grandeur, lies on an 
exact level with the edge of the cataract on the Canada 
aide, and indeed forms a part of the precipice over 
vrhidi the water gushes. It derives its name from 
the circumstance of its projecting beyond the cliffs 
that support it like the leaf of a table. To gain this 
position, it is necessary to descend a steep bank, and 
to follow a path that winds among shrubbery and 
trees, which entirely conceal from the eye the scene 
that awaits him who traverses it. When near the 
termination of this road, a few steps i^arried me beyond 
all these obstructions, and a magnihceiit amphitheatre 
of cataracts burst upon my view with appalling sud- 
denness and majesty. However, in a moment, the 
scene was concealed from my eyes by a dense cloud of 
spray, which involved me so completely, that I did 
not dare to extricate myself. A mingled rushing and 
thundering filled my ears. 1 could see nothing, except 
when the wind made a chasm in the spray, and then 
tremendous cataracts seemed to encompass me on every 
side, while below, a raging and foamy gulf of undis- 
coverable extent lashed the rocks with its hissing 
waves, and swallowed under a horrible obscurity, the 
smoking floods that were precipitated into its bosom. 

At first the sky was obscured by doods, but after 
a few minutes the sun burst forth, and the breeze sub- 
siding at the same time, permitted the spray to ascend 
perpendicularly. A host of pyramidal clouds rose ma- 
jestically, one after another, from the abyss at the 
bottom of the Fall ; and each, when it had ascended 
a little above the edge of the cataract, displayed a 
beautiful rainbow, which in a few moments was gra- 
dudly transferred into the bosom of the cloud that 
immediately succeeded. The spray of the Great Fall 
had extended itself through a wide space directly over 
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me, and, receiving the full influence of the sun, ex« 
hibited a luminous and magnificent rainboiv, which 
continued to over-arch and irradiate the spot on which 
1 stood, while 1 enthusiastically contemplated the in* 
describable scene. 

Any person, who has nerve enough (as I had), 
may plunge his hand into the water of the Great 
after it is projected over the precipice, merely by lying 
down flat, with his face beyond the edge of the Table 
Rock, and stretching out his arm to its utmost extent. 
The experiment is truly a horrible one, and such as I 
would not wish to repeat ; for, even to this day, I feel 
a shuddering and recoiling sensation when I recollect 
having been in the posture above described. 

The body of water which composes the middle 
part of the Great Fall, is so immense, that it descends 
nearly two-thirds of the space without being ruffled 
or broken ; and the solemn calmness with which it 
rolls over the edge of the precipice, is finely contrasted 
with the perturbed appearance it assumes after having 
reached the gulf below. But the water towards each 
side of the Fall, is shattered the moment it drops over 
the rock, and loses as it descends, in a great measure, 
the character of a fluid, being divided into pyramidal- 
shaped fragments, the bases of which are turned up- 
wards. The surface of the gulf below the cataract, 
presents a very singular aspect ; seeming, as it were, 
filled with an Immense quantity of hoar-frost, which 
is agitated by small and rapid undulations. The par- 
ticles of water are dazzlingly white, and do not ap- 
parently unite together, as might be supposed, but 
seem to continue for a time in a state of distinct com- 
minution, and to repel each other with a thrilling and 
shivering motion which cannot easily be described. 

The noise made by the Horse-shoe Fall, though 
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▼ery great, is infinitely less thw might be expected, 
and varies in loudness according to the state of the 
atmosphere. When the weather is dear and frosty, 
it may be distinctly heard at the distance of ten or 
twelve miles, but much further when there is a steady 
breeze : however, 1 have frequently stood upon the 
declivity of the high bank that overlooks the Table 
Kock, and distinguished a low thundering only, which 
at times was altogether drowned amidst the roaring of 
the rapids above the cataract.* In my opinion, the 
ooncavo shape of the Great Fall explains this circum- 
stance. The noise vibrates from one side of the rocky 
recess to the other, and a little only escapes from its 
confinement; and even this is less distinctly heard 
tlian it would otherwise be, as the profusion of spray 
renders the air near the cataract a very indifferent 
conductor of sound. 

The road to the bottom of tlie Fall, presents many 
more difficulties than that which leads to the Table 
Rock. After leaving the Table Rode, the traveller 
must proceed down the river nearly half a mile, whero 
he will come to a small chasm in the bank, in which 
there is a spiral staircase inclosed in a wooden build- 
ing. By descending this stair, which is 70 or 80 feet 
perpendicular height, he will find himself under the 

• Mr. Duncan says : '' I have been told in tlie neighbourhood, 
that, in particular states of the baromotcr, and especially before 
stormy weather, the sound of the cataracts is heard twenty miles 
off, and even further | but, on both occasions, 1 could witli dilH- 
culty distinguish it at a distance of two miles ; and sometimes, 1 
understand, it docs not reach so far." Dr. Dwight says, that he 
heard it distinctly when crossing the ferry at the distance of 
eighteen miles, "the wind blowing tnm the N.W. almost at right 
angles with the direction of the sound. Two gentlemen," he adds, 
■* who lisul lived some time at Vork, on tlie north siile of Lake 
Ontario, Informed me, that it was not uTifrcqucntly heard there : the 
distance b fifty miles.*'— Dwight, voi. Iv. p. 79* 
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precipice on the top of which he formerly walked. A 
high but sloping bank extends from its base to the 
edge of the river ; and on the summit of this, there is 
a narrow, slippery path, covered with angular frag, 
ments of rock, which leads to the Great Fall. The 
impending cliffs, hung with a profusion of trees and 
brushwood, over-arch this road, and seem to vibrate 
with the thunders of the cataract. In some places, 
they rise abruptly to the height of 100 feet, and dis- 
play upon their surfaces, fossil shells and the organic 
remains of a former world ; thus sublimely leading 
the mind to contemplate the convulsions which nature 
has undergone since the creation. As the traveller 
advances, he is frightfully stunned by the appalling 
noise; clouds of spray sometimes envelop him, and 
suddenly check his faltering steps ; rattle-snakes start 
from the cavities of the rocks, and the scream of eagles, 
soaring among the whirlwinds of eddying vapour which 
obscure the gulf of the cataract, at intervals announce 
that the raging waters have hurled some bewildered 
animal over the precipice. After scrambling among 
piles of huge rocks that obstruct his way, the traveller 
gains the bottom of the Fall, where the soul can be 
susceptible only of one emotion, — that of uncon- 
trollable terror. 

It was not until I had, by frequent excursions to 
the Falls, in some measure familiarized my mind with 
their sublimities, that 1 ventured to explore the pene- 
tralia of the Great Cataract. The precipice over 
which it rolls, is very much arched underneath, while 
the impetus which the water receives in its descent, 
projects it far beyond the cliff ; and thus an immense 
Gothic arch is formed by the rock and the torrent. 
Twice- 1 entered this cavern, and twice I was obliged 
to retrace my steps, lest I should be suffocated by the 
r3 
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blast of dense spray that whirled round me $ however, 
the third time, I succeeded in advancing about 25 
yards. Here, darkness began to encircle me ; on one 
side, the black difF stretched itself into a gigahtic arcJi 
far above my head, and on the other, the dense and 
hissing torrent formed an impenetrable sheet of foam, 
with which I was drencheii in a moment. The* rocks 
were so slippery, that I could hardly keep my feet, or 
hold securely by them ; while the horrid din made me 
think the precipices above were tumbling down in 
colossal fragments upon my head. 

It is not easy to determine how far an individual 
might advance between the sheet of water and the 
rock ; but were it even possible to explore the recess 
to its utmost extremity, scarcely any one, I believe, 
would have courage to attempt an expedition of the 
kind. 

A little way below the Great Fall, the river is, 
comparatively speaking, so tranquil, that a ferry-boat 
plies between the Canadian and American shores, for 
the convenience of travellers. When I first crossed, 
the heaving flood tossed about the skiff with a violence 
that seemed very alarming ; but as soon as we gained 
the middle of the 'river, my attention was altogether 
engaged by the surpassing grandeur of the scene before 
me. I was now within the area of a semicircle of 
cataracts, more than 3000 feet in extent, and floated 
on the surface of a gulf, raging, fathomless, and inter- 
minable. Majestic cliffs, splendid rainbows, lofty 
trees, and columns of spray, were the gorgeous decora- 
tions of this theatre of wonders, while a dazzling sun 
shed refulgent glories upon every part of the scene. 
Surrounded with douds of vapour, and stunned into 
a state of confusion and terror by the hideous noise, I 
looked upwards to the height of 150 feet, and saw vast 
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floods, dense, awful, and stupendous, vehemently 
bursting over the precipice, and rolling down, as if 
the windows of heaven were opened to pour another 
deluge upon the earth. Loud sounds, resembling dis- 
charges of artillery or volcanic explosions, were now 
distinguishable amidst the watery tumult, and added 
terrors to the abyss from which they issued. The 
8U11 looking majestically through the ascending spray, 
was encircled with a radiant halo ; whilst fragments of 
rainlM)W 8 floated on every side, and momentarily 
vanished only to give place to a succession of others 
more brilliant. Ijooking backwards, 1 saw the Niagara 
river, again become calm and tranquil, rolling magni- 
ficently between the towering cliffs that rose on cither 
side, and receiving showers of orient dew>drops from 
the trees that gracefully over-arched its transparent 
bosom. A gentle breeze ruffled the waters, and beau- 
tiful birds fluttered around, os if to welcome its egress 
from those clouds and thunders and rainbows, whicli 
were the heralds of its precipitation into the abyss of 
the cataract. 

The American Fall, which it is quite unnecessary 
to describe, is higher than the Horse-shoe, its pitch 
being 164 feet : however, the quantity of water which 
rolls over, is not nearly so great as in the former. 
Here, as on the Canada side, there is a wooden stair- 
case, by which the most nervous and timid person 
may descend to the bottom of the cataract with ease 
and safety. 

The Niagara Falls appear to the observer of a 
magnitude inferior to what they really are, because 
the objects surrounding do not bear a due proportion 
to them. The river, cliffs, and trees are on a com- 
paratively small scale, and add little to the composition 
or grandeur of the scene ; therefore, he who coutem- 
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plates the 'cataracts, unconsciously reduces them to 
such dimensions as correspond to those of the con« 
tiguouB objects ; thus divesting one part of the scene 
of a good deal of its magnificence, without communU 
eating any additional grandeur to the other* 

The extent of the Falls has never been correctly 
ascertained, as, indeed, their peculiar form, and several 
other circumstances, render this impossible. The height 
of the Great Fall, as taken with a plumb-line by some 
engineers from the United States, was found to be 149 
feet 9 indies. Its curve is supposed to extend 2100 
feet, and the chord of its arc may measure nearly half 
that space. The breadth of Goat Island, which divides 
the two cataracts, has been found to be 984 feet, and 
that of the American fall 1140 feet. Therefore, the 
whole circumference of the precipice over which the 
cataracts fall, is 4224 feet, and the width of the cataract 
itself 3240 feet. At one time, the Table Rock ex- 
tended 50 feet beyond the cliffs that support it, but 
its projection is not so great at present.*** 

Captain Basil Hall, who visited the Falls in 1827, 
reached them from below, which sufficiently accounts 
for the much stronger impression the first view ap- 
pears to have made upon his imagination. 

On our way (from liockport) to the Falls,** he 
says, we had one view, and that merely a glimpse, 
of Lake Ontario, through a wide opening in the trees, 
on the top of a rising ground. That enormous sheet 
of water, which is 170 miles long, had none of those 
appearances of a lake, familiar as such to our eyes. I 
was prepared to expect something like the sea, but 
was surprised, though I do not know very well why, by 
discovering it to be so precisely similar to the ocean. It 
lisid the same deep blue tint^ and possessed all the ap- 
• Howisoiij pp. 107—116. 
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pearance of boundless extent. Between the spot where 
we stood, and the south-western margin of the lake, 
there lay a belt of flat country, eight or ten miles in 
width, matted thickly with the untouched forest, and 
nearly as striking as the grand lake itself. This 
wooded ground was quite smooth, nearly horizontal, 
and had, prolmbly, in ancient times formed the bottom 
of the lake, when the ridge before spoken of was the 
beach. In casting the eye over this vast extent of 
forest, not the slightest inequality of surface could be 
distinguished. The foliage, indeed, appeared to cling 
to the ground like a rich, mottled sort of dress or 
carpet. 

The river Niagara, wliidi flows from Lake Erie 
into Lake Ontario, is unlike any other river that 1 
know of. It is a full-grown stream at the first moment 
of its existence, and is no larger at its mouth than at 
its source. Its whole length is about thirty-two miles, 
one-half of which is above the Falls, and the other half 
lies between them and Lake Ontario. During the 
first part of its course, or that aliove the tremendous 
scene alluded to, this celebrated river slips quietly along 
out of Lake Erie, nearly at the level of the surround- 
ing flat country. So nearly so, indeed, that if, by any 
of those chances which swell other rivers, but have no 
efifect here, we could suppose the Niagara to rise per- 
pendicularly eight or ten feet, the adjacent portion of 
Upper Canada on the west, and of the State of New 
York on the east, would be laid under water. 

After the river passes over the Falls, however, 
its character is immediately and completely clianged. 
It then runs furiously along the bottom of a deep, wall- 
sided valley, or huge trench, which seems to have been 
cut into the horizontal strata of the limestone rock by 
the continued action of ‘the stream during the lapse of 
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ages. The diffs en both sides are at most places nearly 
perpendicular, without any interval being left between 
the cliffs and the river, or any rounding of the edges 
at the top ; and a rent would seem a more appropriate 
term, than a valley. Above the FaUs, therefore, that 
is, between them and Lake Erie, it will be understood, 
there is literally no valley at all ; as the river flows 
with a gentle current, and almost flush, as seamen 
call it, or level with the banks ; while below the 
cataract, the bed of the river lies so deep in the earth, 
that a stranger, unprepared for these peculiarities, is 
not aware of 'there being any break at all in the 
ground, till he comes within a few yards of the very 
edge of the predpice. In point of fact, we did drive 
for some distance on the American side of the valley 
or ravine of Niagara, across which we were looking, 
all the while, at the scenery iu Canada, without 
knowing it, and without being in the least degree con- 
scious that such a strong natural line of demarcation 
was interposed between us and that province. 

But the river at the place where we first saw it, 
four miles north of the FaUs, instead of slipping along 
quietly, finds its way with great impetuosity towards 
Lake Ontario, over a steep, rocky bed, so ^ to form 
one of the most formidable of those well-luiown tor- 
rents called Rapids. 

The first glimpse we got of the Great Fall, was at 
the distance of about three miles below it, from the 
right or eastern bank of the river# Without attempt- 
ing to describe it, I may say, that I felt at the mo- 
ment quite sure that no subsequent examination, 
whether near or remote, could ever remove, or even 
materially weaken the impression left by this first 
view 

The scenery in the neighbourhood of Niagara has. 



NORTH AMRRICA. 


287 


in itselfy little or no interest, and has been rendered 
still less attractive by the erection of hotels, paper-ma- 
nufactories, saw-mills, and numerous other raw, staring, 
wooden edifices. Perhaps it is quite as well that it 
should be so ; because any scenery which should be in 
keeping with the grand object which gives its charac- 
ter to this wonderful spot, would, in all probability, 
diminish the effect produced by its standing entirely on 
its own merits. On this principle, I remember being 
made sensible, when looking at the temples of Psbs- 
tum, how much the effect was heightened by their 
being placed on a plain, far from trees, mountains, or 
houses. 

It has been said, that there is always something 
about a bridge which interests, more or less. If it be 
not picturesque in itself, it may be curious in its 
structure, or high, or long ; or it may possess some- 
thing or other to attract notice. At all events, the 
bridge which connects the main American shore with 
Goat Island, is one of the most singular pieces of 
engineering in the world, and shews not only much 
skill and ingenuity, but boldness of thought in its pro- 
jector, the owner of the island. It is between six and 
seven hundred feet in length, and is thrown across 
one of the worst parts of the rapids, not more than 
fifty yards above the crest of the American Fall. It is 
made of wood, and consists of seven straight portions, 
resting on wooden piers, so contrived as to have perfect 
stability, although the foundation on which they rest, 
is extremely unequal. The bed of the river at that 
place, is covered with rounded and angular stones, 
varying from the size of a wheel-barrow to that of a 
stage-coach, and either lying side by side, or piled in 
heaps ; so that while the tops of some of them reach 
urithin a foot or two of the surface, others lie at the 
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depth of twelve or fifteen feet. Along thifl rugged and 
steep bottom, the river dashes in a torrent covered 
with breakers and foam, at the rate of six or seven 
miles an hour, making a noise not unlike that of the 
sea on a shallow ledge of rocks. 

We passed the greater part of the 2d of July in 
roving about the banks, and studying the Falls in as 
many difierent aspects as we could command. In the 
course of our investigations and rambles, wo met a 
gentleman who had resided for the last thirty-six 
years in this neighbourhood, — ^liappy mortal ! He told 
us that the Great Horse-shoe Fall had, within his 
memory, gone back forty or fifty yards ; that is to say, 
the edge or arch of the rock over which the water 
poured, had broken down from time to time to that 
extent. This account was corroborated by that of 
another gentleman who had been resident on the spot 
for forty years. 

As these statements came from persons of good 
authority, 1 was led to examine the geological circum. 
stances more minutely ; for 1 could not conceive it 
possible, that the mere wearing of the water could 
perform such rapid changes upon hard limestone. 
The explanation is very simple, however, when the 
nature of the different strata is attended to. In the 
first place, they are laid exactly horizoiitiil, the top 
stratum being a compact calcareous rock. In the next 
place, I observed, that, in proportion as the examina- 
tion is carried downwards, the strata are found to be 
less and less indurated ; till, at the distance of a hun- 
dred feet from the topmost stratum, the rock turns to 
a sort of loose shale, which crumbles to pieces under 
the touch, and is rapidly worn away by the action of 
the violent blasts of wind, rising out of the pool into 
which this enormous cascade is projected. 
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In process of time, as the lower strata are fairly 
eaten or worn away, the upper part of the rock must 
be left without a foundation. But, owing to the tough 
nature of the upper strata, they continue to project a 
long way over before they break down. There must 
come periods, however, every now and then, when the 
overhanging rock, with such an immense load of water 
on its shoulders, will give way, and the crest or edge 
of the Fall will recede a certain distance. At the time 
of our visit, the top of the rock, or that over which 
the river was directed, overhung the base, according 
to the rough estimate 1 made, between 35 and 40 feet ; 
thus forming a hollow space, or cave, between the 
falling water and the face of the rock.* 

1 visited on three diiferent occasions the extraor- 
dinary cave formed between the cascade and the face 
of the overhanging cliff; first, on the 3d of July, 
out of mere curiosity; again on the 9th, to try some 
experiments with the barometer ; and, lastly, on the 

* ** Niagara Falls. — We learn from Mr. Forsyth, the proprietor 
of the Pavilion, that part of the Great Fall has gone down into 
the chasm below, to the extent of an acre at least of the rock on 
the Ganada side, thereby extending the curve called the Horseshoe, 
and adding exceedingly to the grandeur and beauty of the cataract. 
The Table Rock is not injured ; but immediately above it, in the 
shoe of the Falls, where the water lately descended in a circular 
sheet, the range has become much more straight, and the resem- 
blance of a semi-circle, or rather a horseshoe, is lost. The launch 
t(x>k place at nine in the evening of the 2»th of December last, and 
shook the Pavilion like as if an earthquake had taken place; the 
concussion was even felt as far up as Chippawa, two miles above 
the Falls. So great was the crash, that it shook the bottles and 
glasses on the shelves in the hotel. There had been no expecta- 
tion of that part of the Falls giving way ; but the fall of the pro» 
jecting cliff immediately below the Tabic Rock, is everyday looked 
for.”— •Cb/oniat Mvocate, Jan . 7, 182U. The name of the Horseshoe, 
had long ceased to be appli^ble. Lieutenant F. Hall remarks, that 
it Iiad become, in ISKi, an acute angle, and that both Weld and 
Volney had observed this cliaogc. 

PART 111. S 
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10th, in company with a friend, purely on account of 
the excitement which I found sucli a strange com. 
bination of circumstances produce. We reached a 
spot 153 feet from tlie outside or entrance, by the 
assistance of a guide, who makes a handsome liveli- 
hood by this amphibious pilotage. There was a 
tolerably good, green sort of light within this singular 
cavern ; but the wind blew us first in one direction, 
then in another, with such alaiihing violence, that I 
thought at first we should be fairly carried off our 
feet, and jerked into the roaring caldron beneath. 
This tempest, however, was not nearly so great an 
inconvenience as the unceasing deluges of water 
driven against us. Fortunately, the direction of this 
gale of wind was always more or less upwards, from 
the pool below, right against the iac^ of the cliffs : 
were it otherwise, 1 fancy it would be impossible to 
go behind the Falls, with any cliance of coming out 
again. Even now, there is a great appearance of 
hazard in the expedition, though experience shews 
that there is no real danger. Indeed, the guide, to 
re-assure us, and to prove the difficulty of the descent, 
actually leaped downwards, to tlie distance of five or 
six yards, from the top of the bank of rubbish at the 
base of tlie cliff, /along which the patli is foimcd. The 
gusts of wind rising out of the basin or pool below, 
blew so violently against him, that he easily regained 
the walk. 

This enormous cataract, in its descent, like every 
other cascade, carries along with it a quantity of air, 
wliicli it forces far below the surface of the water, — 
an experiment which any one may try on a small 
scale by pouring water into a tumbler from a height. 
The quantity of air thus carried down, by so vast 
a river as ISiagiu'a, must be great, and the depth to 
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which it is driven, in all probability, considerable. 
It may also be much condensed by the pressure ; and 
it will rise with proportionate violence both on the 
outside of the cascade, and within the sheet or curtain 
which forms the cataract. 

It had lon^ been a subject of controversy, I was 
told, whether the air in the cave behind the Falls was 
condensed or rarified ; and it was amusing to listen 
to the conflicting arguments on the subject. All 
parties agreed that there was considerable difficulty 
in breathing ; but, while some ascribed this to a wimt 
of air, others asserted that it arose from the quantity 
being too great. The truth, however, obviously is, 
that we have too znuch water; not too much air. 
For 1 may ask, with what comfort could any man 
breathe with half a dozen flre-eiigines playing full in 
his face ? and positively the eifiHSt of the blast behind 
the Falls, is just what that awkward ceremony might 
be supposed to produce. The direction of the wind is 
first one way and then another, crossing and thwart- 
ing in a very confused style, and flinging the water 
sometimes up, sometimes dourii, and often whirling it 
round and round like smoke, in curls or spirals, up to 
the very top of the cave, 100 feet above our heads, to 
the very edge of the precipices, over which we could 
distinctly see the river projected forwards, and just 
beginning to curve downwards. By the way, 1 took 
notice that, exactly in proportion to the apparent 
thickness of the mass of water, so it continued united 
after passing the bnuk. But I do not think, at any 
part of Niagara, the sheet of fulling water remains un- 
broken for more than twenty feet, and that only at 
one place, well known by the name of the Green 
Water,— -the. most sublime and impressive part of the 
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whole Fall. , At every other, the cascade assnmes a 
snowy whiteness very shortly after it begins to descend. 
This appearance is aided, no doubt, by the blast of 
wind which rises from the pool on the outside of the 
sheet ; for I observed that the external surface of the 
cataract was roughened, or turned upwards in a series 
of frothy ripples, caused either by its friction against 
the air through whidi it was passing, or^more probably, 
by the blast rising upwards from the pool. 

I remarked another singular phenomenon, which 
I have not happened to hear mentioned before, but 
which is evidently connected with this branch of the 
subject. A number of small, sharp-pointed cones of 
water are projected upwards from the pool, on the 
outside of the Fall, sometimes to the height of 120 feet. 
They resemble in form some comets of ivhich 1 have 
seen drawings. Their point, or apex, which is always 
turned upwards, is quite sharp, and not larger, 1 should 
say, than a man’s fingers and thumb, brought as nearly 
to a point as possible. The conical tails which stream 
from these watery meteors, may vary from one or two 
yards to ten or twelve, and are spread out on all sides 
in a very curious manner. 

The lower part of the Fall, it must be observed, 
is BO constantly hidden from the view by a thick rolling 
doud of spray, tliat during ten days 1 never succeeded 
emee in getting a glimpse of the bottom of the falling 
sheet ; nor do 1 believe it is ever seen. Out of this 
doud, which waves backwards and forwards, and rises 
at times to the height of many hundreds of feet above 
the Falls, these singular cones, or comets, are seen at 
all times jumping up. The altitude to which they are 
projected, 1 estimated at about thirty feet below 
the top. The perpendicular elevation to which these 
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jets of water are thrown, cannot, therefore, be less 
than 1 10 or 120 feet above the sarface of the pool. 

The controversy respecting the elasticity of the air 
behind the Fall, was soon settled. I carried with me a 
barometer of the most delicate kind, made expressly with 
a view to the experiment. The mercury stood, at two 
stations on the outside, at 29.68. The instrument was 
then carried behind the FaUs, and placed near the Ter- 
mination Rock, as an impassable angle of the cliff is 
called, which lies at the distance of 153 feet from the 
entrance, measuring from the Canadian or western 
extremity of the Great Horse-shoe Fall. It now stood 
at about 29.72. The thermometer, in both cases, 
was at 70. of Fahrenheit. The inner station was pro- 
bably ten or twelve feet lower than the external one ; 
and it will be easily understood, that in such a situa- 
tion, with a torrent of water pouring over the instru- 
ment and the observer, and hard squalls or gusts of 
wind threatening to whisk the whole party into the 
abyss, there could be no great 'nicety of readings. 1 
observed, that w^ithin the Fall, the mercury vibrated 
in the tube about four hundredths of an inch, and was 
never perfectly steady ; the highest and lowest points 
were, therefore, observed by the eye, and the mean re- 
corded. During the external observations, there was 
only a slight tremor visible on the surface of the 
column. Ill order to prevent mistakes, I repeated the 
experiment. at another spot, about 120 feet within the 
entrance, when the mercury stood at about 29. 7d*, 
thougli still vibrating several hundredths of an inch. 
Upon the whole, then, considering that the inner sta- 
tions were lower than the external one, the small dif- 
ference between the external and the internal readings, 
may be ascribed to errors in observation, and not to 
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any difference in tlie degree 'of ^elastidty in the idr 
without and within the sheet of falling water.* 

■ Though I was only half an hour behind the Fall, 
1 came out much exhausted, partly with the bodily 
exertion of maintaining a secure footing while exposed 
to such buffeting and drenching, and partly, I should 
suppose, from the interest belonging to this scene, 
which certainly exceeds any thing I ever witnessed 
before. All parts of Niagara, indeed, are on a scale 
which baiHes every attempt of the imagination to paint, 
and it were ridiculous, therefore, to think of describe 
ing it. The ordinary materials of description, I moan 
analogy and direct comparison with things which arc 
more accessible, fail entirely in the case of that amaz- 
ing cataract, which is altogether unique.’* f 

The most favourable season for visiting the Falls, 

•The conflicting statements respecting the practicability of going 
behind the curtain of the Palls, are partly reconciled hy the very 
different state of the river at different times. Lake Erie is regu- 
larly raised, at the eastern end» by every wind blowing between the 
N. W. and the S. W. A strong westerly wind elevates the surface 
six feet above its ordinary level. The river, both at Its efflux ftom 
the Lake* and at the Cataract, must partake of this elevation ; and 
ftom the nanowness of the channel lielow the precipice, the river 
must be raised very considerably by the increased volume of water 
brought down by the Fall. On the contrary, when the wind blows 
ftom the N. E., the waters of Lake Erie must recede, and -the rlvor 
be necessarily lower. It is then practicable to pass up the stream 
to the cataract, and to go liehiiid the sheet of descending water ; 
whereas, when the river is full, the water spreads quite to the 
bank, and covers the only practicable passage. Mr. Bemis told Dr. 
Dwight, that when he arrived behind the sheet, he found a violent 
wind blowing directly in his face, with such strength, thatftespira- 
tion became difilcuU. This wind blew nearly at right angles with 
the breese above. At the same time, a strong, .'offensive smell of 
sulphur increased the diiilculty of breathing, anil soon obliged him 
to retreat.— -Dwight, vol. iv. pp. B4 — 88. The sulphurous smell, 
Capt. B. Hall does not appear to iiavc perceived. ^ 

t Basil Hall, vol. L pp. 177—204. 
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Weld says, Is alamt the middle of September, when 
the woo^ are variegated with the rich tints of autumn, 
and the spectator is not annoyed with vermin. In 
the summer season, you meet with ratdesnakes at every 
step, and mosquitoes swarm so thickly in the air, that, 
to use a common phrase of the country, you might cut 
them with a knife. The cold nights of September 
effectually banish these noxious insects.” In winter, 
these Falls assume a new aspect, at once singular and 
magnificent. Icicles of great thickness and length 
are formed along the banks, from the springs which 
flow over them. The sources, impregnated with sul- 
phur, are congealed into transparent blue columns. 
Cones are formed by the spray, particularly on the 
American side, which have large fissures disclosing the 
interior, composed of clusters of icicles similar to the 
pipes of an organ. Some parts of the Falls are conso- 
lidated into fluted columns, and the streams above, are 
seen psirtially frozen.”* 

This remarkable Cataract is formed by the brow of 
that vast bed of limestone which is the base of all the 
neighbouring country. The great Falls of the Genesee 
are formed by the same brow. On the Niagara, it 
extends to near Queenstown, seven miles below the 
Falls ; and that they have travelled back that distance 
to their present position, the river having scooped out 
a channel through the solid limestone, has become an 
established opinion. Dr. Dwight finds nothing 
strange or perplexing” in the supposition ; f and his 

* Heriot. cited by Malte Dnin, vol. v. p. 116. 
t ** The Falls of Niagara are among those phenomena from which 
speculatists have spun a cobweb theory of tlie earth, proving, or 
intended to prove, ^ 

That he who made'it, and revealed its dale 
To Moses, was mistaken in its age.* ** . 

Duncan, voL iL p. 52 * 
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opinion is entitled to particular attention from the 
facts which he adduces in support of it. I have 
examined,” he says, three falls of the Saco, three of 
the Ckmnecticut, two of the Hooestennuc, two of Otter 
creek, three of Onion river, two of the Hudson, two 
of the Alohawk, one of the Canajoharie, and one of 
tlie Passaic ; besides several others. In every one of 
these, the same process of nature has taken place. 
The mode and the degree in which the phenomenon 
exists, are different in them all. Where the stone is 
of a firmer texture, and therefore less liable to be 
worn, or, from its nature, is less exposed to decompo- 
sition by the weather, and wherever the stream is 
smaller and less rapid, tliis phenomenon Is found in a 
smaller degree ; and wherever the contrary causes are 
combined, in a greater. The rocks over which the 
Connecticut falls, are, in each of the instances above 
referred to, very hard ; the Falls, therefore, have re- 
ceded very little. Glen’s Falls were originally in the 
neighbourhood of Fort Edward, and have receded not 
far from five miles in a bed of blue limestone, partly 
worn away by the current of the Hudson, and partly 
decomposed by the action of the atmosphere. I visited 
these Falls in 1799, 1802, and 1812. Between 
the second and third of these dates, a period of three 
years only, they were changed so much as to disap- 
point and surprise me. Several new and considerable 
chasms were formed, and others were sensibly en- 
larged and altered in their figures. In 1812, the scene 
had become in a great measure new. The Cohoes* 
have receded about a mile from their original position : 
the channel of the 31ohawk has there been forced 
through a mass of black slate easily worn and con- 
tinually decomxMised. The Canojaliarle, a tributary 

• Scc'p. 242 of.this.volume. 
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of the Mohawk, has, in'the same manner, made a pas- 
sage through a bed of the same slate, between banks In 
some places not less than 150 'feet in height. During 
the process, the Falls in this stream have gone back- 
ward not less than a mile. The Falls of Niagara are 
formed in an immense mass of limestone horizontally 
stratified.* On this mass lay originally a bed of earth 
not far from 200 feet in thickness. After this had 
been washed away, the river floated on the surface of 
tlie limestone, and began gradually to wear that also. 
Suppose then the brow of this vast stratum near 
Queenstown united, where it is now separated by the 
channel of the river, and the declivity continued across 
its breadth ; what changes would its current produce 
in its bed during the period since the deluge ? The 
very same which the Hudson has produced at Glen's 
Falls, and the Mohawk at the Cohoes.”f 

Mr. Duncan, however, combats this generally re- 
ceived notion as to the gradual retrocession of the 
Falls ; contending, that it may be as reasonably con- 
cluded, that the whole channel of the Niagara, from 
the present Falls to Queenstown, was ploughed out 
by some mighty terraqueous convulsion; that, in 
place of being^the operation of thousands of years, it 
may have been the work of a month, or perhaps of a 
day. Partial changes may, he admits, have taken 
place in the outline of the Great Fall, from the giving 
way of the rock ; but that this change has been in- 
cessantly going on, he questions on this ground. The 
first accounts given of these Falls by European Writers, 

* A Writer in the North American Review describes the strata 
as consisting of limestone above and sandstone below, with forty 
feet interposing of exceedingly friable slate. This accords with 
Captain U. Hall's observations. 

t Dwightj vol. iv. pp. VO, 9. 

s 5 
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which have any claim to authenticity, correspond re- 
markably, at the distance of a century, to the present 
aspect of the Cataracts. Coat Island is correctly 
delineated according to its present condition ; for to 
this day, as then, it exactly coincides* with the edge of 
the precipice over which the water on each side de- 
scends.’* * On the other hand, we have the authority 
of more than one resident individual for the fact, that 
the Great Horse-shoe Fall has receded forty or fifty 
yards (Dr. Dwight says, one hundred) within the last 
fifty years. Taking the average at a hundred yards 
in thirty years, the degree of recession. Dr. Dwight 
remarks, would be more than sufficient to have pro- 
ceeded the whole distance from Queenstown since the 
Deluge, even if we should compute aivording to the 
commonly received chronology. At the same time, 
he adds, no definite calculation can bo applied to the 
subject, as the process would be far from regular or 
uniform. In seasons marked by great and sudden 
changes of temperature, the decomposition of the n>ck 
would be more rapid and extensive. Physical convul- 
sions may have at least co-operatcd in forming the 
dianiiel; and the mass of limestone to be worked 
through, may be supposed to diminish in depth towards 
the termination of the ridge. But whether tlie pro- 
cess has been suddenly efifected, or more or less gra- 

* Weld, who visited the Falls in 1796, asserts that, within the 
memory of the inhabitants, the Falls had receded several yards ; 
and tliat, according to tradition, the llone-shnc Fall once p ' 
jected ill the middle. Yc;, for'a century past, he adds, it had re- 

mained nearly in its prese it funn. Tills statement, Mr. Duncan 
justly considers as rather contradictory. Had the Falls receded 
several yards within the memory of persons then living, ** Doat 
Island must liave projectet . so many yards below tlicm ; while, in 
point of fact, it does not to this day project a single foot.*' No 
tradition on the subject Is deserving of the slightest attention. 
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dfu^/tliis at least "may be cousidered as ascertained ; 
that the objections urged against the truth of the 
Mosaic account of the creation, founded upon the 
number of years tliat must have elapsed since these 
Falls commenced their retrocession, are utterly gra-i 
tuitous and not less unphilosophical than irreligious. 

Supposing, however, the decomposition of the rock 
to proceed with any regularity, the inquiry has been 
suggested, what would be the ilnal result of such re- 
cession ? The Falls would ultimately reach the waters 
of Lake Erie, and, by depressing the outlet to the com- 
mon level of the channel below the precipice, would 
empty the waters of that lake, perhaps suddenly, into 
Lake Ontario. All the flat country surrounding the 
latter, together with that which extends along the 
shores of the St. Lawrence to the ocean, would then, 
it is supposed, be buried in the deluge. ^^On this 
subject,” however, remarks Dr. Dwight, there is no 
reason for apprehension. Before the waters of Lake 
Erie can be sensibly aifected by this recession, it must 
have passed through a distance at least three times 
as great as that between Queenstown and Niagara. 
The level two miles above, is at least sixty feet higher 
than at the precipice. The river is every where wider 
above, than below, by an average at least three-fold. 
By both these causes, the retrogression of the Falls 
will be retarded.' The mass of stone to be destroyed, 
will also be greater. Should aH'the causes of decay, 
then, operate with equal efficacy as in times past, more 
than 16,01)0 years must elapse before this event would 
take place.” * 

At the distance of five miles from the Falls, 
there is a remarkable whirlpool in the river, which 
has formed in the high, perpendicular bank, a large 

• Dwi/;ht, vcd. iv. p. Itt. 
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semi-circular excavation, on the British side, into 
which the current whirls with prodigious violence, 
depositing trunks of trees and the carcases of animals 
that have been swept down the Falls.'* The river 
must be here several hundred feet deep. At Queens, 
town, which is four miles further, the stream is still 
extremely rapid, owing to the narrowness of the chan, 
iiel ; f but, after a short distance, and before it empties 
itself into the lake, it has assumed a quiescent and 
tranquil course, nor does any turbid appearance re- 
main, to convey the slightest idea of proximity to the 
Cataract of Niagara. 

The country round the Falls, is described by Mr. 
Howison as thickly inhabited, in a high state of culti- 
vation, and exquisitely beautiful. Several gentlemen’s 
mansions have been recently built in situations com- 
manding the sublime scenery of the river. Goat 
Island, which has received the more poetic appellation 

* Mr. Howison says : There have been instances of people 
being carried over the Falls, but I believe, none of the bodies ever 
were found. A dog, which I have seen, was carried over the Great 
Fall some years ago, and aulTcred no injury except the fracture of 
two of his ribs. Head wild-ducks arc found in groat numbers along 
the banks of the river, near the bottom of the cataract, on tho 
mornings that succeed dark and stormy nights. Some people sup- 
pose that these animals are carried over while asleep ; but more 
prolKibly they get entangled among the rapids above, and are swept 
away before they arc aware of their danger.** — Howison, pp. lid, 
17 . Ill the New York Advertiser of October 8th, last, there is a 
strange account of a person's leaping the cataract, and taking a 
dive into the foaming caldron of the Niagara. A boat was in 
readiness to receive him, but he is stated to have swum to shore, and 
clambered up the rocks amid the cheers of the spectators. We 
scarcely know wliat credit to give to the marvellous relation.— See 
The Times, Novomher 11, 1820. 

t At the ferry, the Niagara is 1250 feet in breadth, and hrom two 
to three hundred feet in depth. The wreathing and perturbed 
appearance of the water, shews that its course is much impeded by 
the narrowness.of the rocky chBond.— Howison^ p. 80. 
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of Iris Island, contains about 70 acres of excellent soil, 
covered with fine timber. A carriage road winds round 
it, from which small paths diverge to those parts of its 
rocky shores where the different aspects of the Falls 
and the Rapids may be viewed to most advantage. 
This Traveller speaks in raptures of the endianting 
beauty of this singular Island, — the indescribable va- 
riety of prospect it affords, the luxuriant verdure that 
crowns its banks, the peculiar beauty and fragrance of 
its wild flowers, nourished by tlie spray of the cataract. 

Often volumes of snow-white vapour, among which 
the prismatic colours appear with changeful lustre, 
float along the cliffs of the Island, gloriously enve- 
loping them in the effulgence of heaven.”* 

Niagara is said to be an Iroquois word, signifying 
the thunder of waters.-|- The once formidable and 
warlike Iroquois tribes formerly occupied the country 
round the head of liske Ontario. Part of the wretched 
remnant of the Five Nations arc now collected at the 
iSeneca village near Buffalo, the inhabitants of which 
were formerly noted for idleness and dissipation, and, 
under the influence of a chief named Red Jacket, long 
resisted all attempts to introduce the knowledge of 
Christianity. Schools have at length been established 
there, as well as at Tuscarora and Cattaraugus, by the 
American Board of Missions, in which the Indians are 

* llowiaon. p.’119. Mr. Schoolcraft and another recent'AmerlcBn 
Traveller apeak of " Iria laland.” " the Pavilioot** and Ontario 
Hotel names which were not in existence a few yean ago. Amid 
the wilda of Goat Island, the English traveller Ja startled at meet- 
ing with one disgusting type of American] civilization,— a hUliard 
table !— See American Sketches, p. 240. 

t The Indians pronounre the word Niagara, but Americans and 
Canadians universally, Niagara. '* The awful spirit of the Iro- 
quois,** according to the native legends, says Chateaubriand, dwells 

the Cataract of Niagara. 
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taught to read their own language in translations pre« 
pared by the Missionaries. Tuscarora village, which 
was visited by Mr. Dimcan in 1818, is about four 
miles from Lewiston, on the south of the Ridge Road. 
The log-huts are scattered at some little distance from 
each other, on the brow of the slope which forms the 
continuation of the heights of Queenstown.* A log-hut 
of larger dimensions than the rest, serves the double 
purpose of a church on the sabbatli, and a school-house 
during the week. “ The sound of the church-going 
bell,” says Mr. Duncan, was indeed wanting; but 
an old Indian at the jiorch was winding a long blast 
upon a horn ; and as its echoes rang through the 
woods, Indians and white men, old and young, assem- 
bled at the summons.” The aspect of the congregation 
was novel and interesting. A small desk at the head 
of the room was the Missionary's pulpit ; forms were 
ranged around for tlie auditory ; and on the walls 
'were hung the large alphabets and spelling lessons 
used in Lancasterian schools. The Indians wore 
dresses of broad doth of vai-ious colours ; the men, a 
kind of frock coat and leggings ; the women, a large 
mantle, red, blue, or green, with leggings and mocas- 
sins fancifully embroidered : some of them had a pro- 
fusion of silver ornaments on various parts of their 
dress. The whole preserved the most decorous silence 
and solemnity, the women sitting enveloped in their 
mantle, with its folds brought up with the left hand 
across the mouth, so that only the upper part of the 
countenance was visible. The service was begun with 
a hymn, which the Indians sang in their own language, 

• During the last war with Great Ttrltain, this settlement shared 
ill the desolation of all the villages on each side of the river ; but 
these villages had been .rebuilt, and the Indians again collected, at 
the time of this Traveller's visit. 
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in a very pleasing style, to one of onr ordinary church 
tunes. Most of them had music-books open before 
them, and they sang the different parts. Their voices 
were good ; those of the women particularly sweet. 
When the hymn was concluded, Mr^ Crane, the Mis- 
sionary, addressed them in English, an old Indian in- 
terpreting the address to his Red brethren, sentence 
by sentence. It was listened to with profound atten- 
tion. Another hymn succeeded, sung by the Indians ; 
after which, Mr. Crane offered up a prayer, and then 
delivered a discourse, which was in like manner inter, 
preted sentence by sentence. At its conclusion, one of 
the Christian Indians was called upon to pray in his 
native language before the whole assembly, which he 
did with great fervour and emotion. An Indian chief 
named liongboard then rose, and spontaneously ad- 
dressed the assembly. He was dressed in a style some- 
what superior to most of them, and wore at liis breast 
a large silver medal bearing the bust of Washington. 
He folded his arms as he rose, . and his drawling ac- 
cents were in striking contrast to the impassioned 
prayer of the preceding speaker. His speech, which 
lasted al)out tea minutes, was ostensibly in support of . 
the Missionary, but had for its real object, to prop his 
own authority, in order that, when a lit opportunity 
offered, it might be exerted in an opposite way. He 
has, since then, thrown off the mask, and been com- 
pelled to retire with his adherents into Canada.* At 

« This chief had formcriy possesscit considerabie influence in his 
nation ; and he ofteu bnastcil that it was altogether in consequence 
of his adclresseSf that any imiirovcmcnt in the character and conduct 
of the Indians had taken place. Jealousy of the Missionary’s 
ascendancy, and mortification at finding his own influence under- 
inhiod by the introductimi of civilization, were probably the mo- 
tives which prompted him and some others to make a vigorous 
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the oondusion of liongboard's oration, the Indiaiig 
united in singing another hymn, and [the service was 
concluded with the ben^iction. 

Mr. ]>uiican was assured, that, since the introduc- 
tion of Christianity among them, a material improve- 
ment had taken place in the condition of the Tusca- 
roras, who had previously been in a state of as great 
debasement as any of the surrounding tribes. They 
now pay considerable attention to agriculture, and, in 
addition to maize, begun to cultivate wheat ; 
they are honest in their transactions, sober, indus- 
trious, and, as a community, happy and comfortable 
beyond what they ever were before.* 

Other Missionary stations have been established by 
the American Board, at Mackinaw, on an island in 
the straits between Lakes Huron and Michigan ; at 
New Stockbridge, on the west side of Lake Michigan ; 
and at Maumee, on the river of that name, near the 
Ottawas, 10 miles S. of Perrysburg. The Western and 
Southern tribes have also occupied the attention of the 
Board ; and great advances have been made by some 
of the Cherokees more especially, in knowledge, morals, 
and the arts of civilized life. To the interesting sub- 
ject of these Missions, we shall have occasion to advert 
hereafter. 

The little town of Niagara is built upon the British 
side of the river, close to the town of Ontarlo.-|- Fort 

eflTort to put down the new doctrineB» and expel the teachers. The 
contest occasioned considerable confusion for a time, but termi- 
nated in the re-establishment of peace and harmony. 

• Duncan, vol. ii. pp. 02—77. See also, '■ A Sabbath among the 
Tuscarora Indians,” by the same Author. Glasgow, 1819; and 
Miss. Register for 1829, p. 140. 

t “ Map-makers and travellers,” says Mr. Duncan, •• persist in 
calling it Newark, but that name is not acknowl^ged by. the 
inhabitants,'* 
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George, a turf entrenchment of considerable extent, 
stands dose by the town. On the opposite bank of 
the river^ and dose upon the edge of the lake, is Fort 
Niagara, a stone fortification, originally constructed by 
the French, but considerably improved and strength- 
ened by the Americans, particularly since the last war ; 
and a strong breastwork has been thrown up to resist 
the encroachment of the water, which threatened to 
undermine the whole fabric. 

The Welland Canal, connecting the waters of Lake 
Erie with Lake Ontario, would properly fall under 
our notice in the description of Canada ; yet, a re- 
ference to this noble result of individual enterprise 
seems called for in this place.* Captain B. Hall gives 
the following description of it. 

The level of Lake Erie above Lake Ontario, is 
330 feet ; which is surmounted by a series of thirty- 
seven locks, cut on the ridge of the mountain fadng 
Lake Ontario. The whole canal is 41} miles long, 
and is of a size to admit the largest dass of sailing 
vessels navigating the lakes. These are schooners 
from 90 to 120 tons burden; and they will pass 
readily enough through the locks, which are made 100 
feet long and 22 feet wide. The W elland Canal is 
58 feet wide at the surface, 26 at bottom, and carries 
eight feet water at its shallowest places. By a judicious 
set of arrangements, this may readily be augmented 
to 10 feet, if vessels of a greater draught should be 
Imilt for the lakes. A great part of the channel was 

* ** The bold and workmanlike idea of making a ship canal ftom 
Lake Erie to Lake Ontario* originated with Mr. William Hamilton 
Merritt* a resident at the village of St. Catherine's in Upper Ca- 
nada* through which spot the canal now passes. All parties concur 
in saying* that to his perseverance and knowledge of the subject* 
as well as to his great personal exertions* this useful^woxk is mainly 
indebted for its success**'— Hall* vol* i< p. 215» 
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ready made by nature. The WeUand and Grand 
Rivers, which form a considerable portion of the whole 
work, are, indeed, more like canals than running 
streams, their flow being imperceptible. Ten or 
twelve miles of the canal, also, are cut through a 
marsh ; by which operation, an extensive tract of ridi 
soil has been laid bare, and will be brought at once 
into cultivation, in a part of the country where such 

land is most valuable The chain of locks by which 

the canal descends that side of the hill whidi faces 
Lake Ontario, was formed under greater advantages 
than the series at Lockport (on the Erie Canal). They 
lie, during a great part of the way, along the course of 
a ravine or natural cleft, so admirably suited to the 
puiposes required, that, in many instances, little more 
has been found necessary, tlian merely cutting a 
towing-path on the banks, after damming up a series 
of large ponds or reservoirs ; which serve not only the 
primary purpose of feeding die locks, but also furnish 
water in such profuse quantity, that numerous mills 
and manufactories will be supplied, even in the driest 
season, by the mere waste waters of the canal.”>^ 

The Welland Canal is said to have one important 
advantage over its rival, arising from its southern end 
(or that which opens into Lake Erie) lying further 
westward than the opening of the American canal ; in 
consequence of which, the ice blocks up the entrance to 
the latter at Buffalo, several weeks longer than die 
mouth of the Canadian canal. Lake Erie, which is 
not in general above ten or twelve fathoms deep,-^ is 
frozen over every season ; while Ontario is so deep that 
ice never forms upon it; It thus acts the part of a 

• B. Hall, vol. I. pp. 91G, 17. 

, t Mr. Howison says, from Ifi to IS fathoms. 
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^eat heater,* ** Captain B. Hall remarks, to temper 
the severity of the winter in those regions ; and we 
find that the climate on both sides of this magnificent 
liody of water, which is 170 miles in length by 36 in 
breadth, is actually much milder in winter, and cooler 
in summer, than either at New York or Quebec.'** 
The communication between the sea and Lake Erie, 
is at present almost exclusively enjoyed by the Ame- 
ricans, who send their goods either direct, by the 
Great Canal, to Buffalo, or turn out of it at Syracuse, 
and having entered Lake Ontario at Oswego, proceed 
to the Welland, and thus easily reach Lake Erie. But, 
were a canal cut round the rapids on the St. Lawrence, 
the most advantageous and direct communication with 
the sea, this Traveller represents, would be, not by the 
Hudson, but by the 8t. Lawrence?. It now costs the 
Americaus 1 80 miles of canal and 570 feet of lockage, 
to establish a communication between the ocean and 
Lake Ontario; whereas, if the improvements were 
completed round the rapids of the St. Lawrence, 60 
miles of canal, and 104 feet of lockage, would accom^ 
plish the same purpose.''t 
We must now return to the Atlantic coast, in order 
to take a survey of the maritime States to the north 
of New York. Our description of New England will 
of course commence with its capital, the birth-place of 
American Independence. 

* We take these measuxements from the statements of this Tra- 
veller, although differing firom, the authorities, followed in our 
general description of the Lakes, 

t B. Hall, vol. li. pp. 222—227. 
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B.O ST O N.: 

Boston, the capital of Massachusetts, may boast of 
what, in America, must be called antiquity. It is a 
city two hundred years old. Philadelphia was a forest 
more than half a century after Governor Winthrop 
had laid the foundations of the City of the Pilgrims ; 
and New York was an insignificant village long after 
its rival had become a great commercial town. It had 
increased but slowly in size during the last century, 
prior to the year 1700, when it contained 18,038 in* 
habitants.* In 1800, its population had risen to 
24,937; in 1810, to 33,250; in 1820, to 43,298. In 
point of commercial importance it ranks as the fourth 
city in the Union ; New York, Philadelphia, and New 
Orleans, having now got before it. * 

The city is built on an irregular peninsula, nearly 
two miles in length, at the bottom of Massachusetts 
Bay, and united to the main land by an isthmus more 
than a mile in length. The harbour is safe and com- 
modious, strongly defended against maritime attack. 
The town has outgrown the limits of its natural posi- 
tion; and Charleston upon an opposite peninsula, 
and South Boston upon the main land, may be re- 
gai'ded as integral parts of the city. “ Circumscribed, 
however, as they are/* says Mr. Diincan, the citi- 
zens have had the good taste to reserve a park of up- 
wards of forty acres, upon which no buildings have 
been allowed to encroach. The Mall, as this is called, 
is surrounded with spreading elms, and is the finest 
within the limits of any considerable town in the 

* Morse, in 1780, gives, as a recent computation, 14,640, (of which 
6570 were males, and 8070 females,) exclusive of stnuigen* who 
made, be says, nearly one-third of the population. 
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United States. This ob^ioos ornament has been 
iitrangely overlooked in the larger American cities, 
notwithstanding the abundance of elbow-room which, 
all of them enjoy.*** The streets in the old town, 
with a few exceptions, are, according to Dr. Dwight, 
narrow, crooked, and disagreeable. The settlers 
appear to have built where they wished, where a vote 
permitted, or where danger or necessity forced them 
to build. The streets strike the eye of a. traveller 
as if intended to be mere passages from one neigh- 
bourhood to another, — the result of casualty, not of 
contrivance,** — just like a European city. A laige 
proportion of the buildings too, were erected at periods 
when the inhabitants were in straitened circumstances, 
and their knowledge of architecture was very defec- 
tive. The people of New York and Philadelphia, 
says the learned Traveller, to a great extent, live in 
hired houses which have been erected by professional 
builders ; whereas the citizens of Boston have very 
generally lived in houses of their own, which each 
individual has built according to his own taste or 
ability. Many of the modem houses in Boston, how- 
ever, are superior to those of every other American city. 
Houses of stone are interspersed in great numbers 
through most parts of the town ; but in West Boston, 
and still more on Mount Vernon, (the modern name 
of Beacon Hill,) they appear to peculiar advantage. 
Previously to the year 1799, the latter spot was almost 
absolutely a waste. In that year, it was purchased by 
three Boston gentlemen, by whom, at a great ex- 
pense, the ground was levelled, its steep western 
deedivity cut down, and a field of nearly thirty acres 

• It is remarkable/* observes Dr. Dwlght> ** that the sdieme 
of forming public squares, so beautifub and in great towns so con- 
ducive to healthy should have been almost univennlly forgotten,** 



310 


NORTH AMERICA. 


converted by this means into one of the most beau- 
tiful building-grounds in the world.’* * In splendour 
of building and nobleness of situation, this West End 
of Boston is not, we are told, within many degrees 
of a rival” on that aide of the Atlantic. 

Boston struck Mr. Duncan as having altogether 
much more the appearance of an English town, than 
New York. Many of the buildings are of a line 
white granite, and most of the others arc of brick. 
The streets are very compactly built ; and although 
many of them are narrow and crooked, all exhibit a 
degree of order and cleanliness which will in vain bo 
looked for in New York. 

On a finely rising ground at tlie upper part of the 
Mall, stands the State House, a building of humbler 
pretensions, as to size and materials,' than tlie New 
York City Hall, but, in situation and architectural 
outline, greatly superior. It is nearly square'; in 
front is a lofty, projecting colonnade of the Corinthian 
order, twelve columns in length, springing from a 
piazza of rusticated arches, but unhappily bearing only 
a balustrade, over which rises a small attic story with 
a pediment ; and overtopping all, is a large circular 
dome, terminated with a small square lantern, from 
which a most commiuidiiig view is obtained of the 
surrounding country. In front is Boston Bay, studded 
with nearly forty islands, with fortifications and a 
light-house ; tho sluires which surround its ample 
basin, advancing and receding with most capricious 
irregularity, and forming numerous capes and peniii. 
sulas, on one of the largest of which the city stands. 

* Captain Basil Hall styles Boston a beautiful town. " Nothini; 
we had yet seen in America.** he says. ** came near to Boston in 
the cleanliness^ ucatness« and« ,in many instances# the el^ance of 
the streets.'* 
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The vast amphitheatre round the bay, exhibits a 
country richly variegated with hill and valley, immense 
forests and cultivated ground, and sprinkled with 
above twenty L'ttle towns of snowy whiteness, among 
which a dozen of spires may be counted.” * 

Among the other public buildings are about five- 
and-twenty churches ; -|- the State Prison ; a Lunatic 
Asylum ; a General' Hospital ; a Court-house ; an 
Alms-house; Faneuil Hall; a Medical College; a 
Custom-house ; and a Theatre, j: 

The State Prison, or Penitentiary, consists of a 
range of buildings of granite, containing, besides the 
apartments for lodging the prisoners, extensive work- 
shops for carrying on various handicraft arts, with a 
spacious^open court, which affords a free circulation of 
air to the whole establishment. The prison is sur- 

* Duncan, vol. i. pp. 40, 47. The State House, which stands on 
the eastern side of Deacon Hill, Is 173 feet in length by OJ. It cost 
about 40,(M)0/. sterling in building. — Dwight, vol. i. p. 454. 

t Morse, in 17Ui)i states tlie number of places of public worship 
ill Boston to be sixteen; vis., Congrcgationalists, nine ; Episco- 
IKiliaiis, three; Baptists, two; Quakers, one; Unlversalists, one. 
Dr. Dwight, in ]7!)7, found them increased to eighteen, but his 
enumeration is different; vis., Presbyterians, ten; Episcopal, 
three; Baptist, two; Methodist, one; Roman Catholic, one; Uni- 
versalist, one. In IUIKp, another Presbyterian church, another Epis- 
copal one, another Baptist, another Mctlioillst, another Univer- 
salist, and an African church had been addeci ; making twenty- 
four. Mr. Duncan, distinguishing the congregations as orthoiiox, 
or the contrmy, states, that in more than half of the churches, (vis. 
one Episcopal and eleven or twelve Presbyterian or Congrega- 
tional,; Socinlan sentiments arc avowedly or disguisedly promul- 
gated. The other churches are, he adds, three Episcopalian, four 
Baptist, (one for Blacks,) two Cungregationalist. two Mctliodist, 
two Universalist, and one Romish. Duncan, vol. i. p. U7* In this 
estimate, the proportion of Unitarian congregations, there Is reason 
to believe, is greatly overrated : and acconling to recent informa- 
tion, they are not on the increase. 

There were two theatres, but one has been pulled down. 
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rounded irith a high wall, witH turrets and platforms 
at the four comers, on which sentinels keep guard 
with loaded muskets. All the prisoners, except those 
condemned to a solitary cell, are employed in some 
manual art. Part of them are kept in regular em* 
ployment by tradesmen who provide them with work : 
the remainder are variously employed on behalf of the 
establishment. A small proportion of the earnings of 
each prisoner is allowed to accumulate for his own 
benefit, that he may be stimulated to labour, and, 
when his term of punishment expires, have a little 
money to supply his immediate exigencies. At the 
time of Mr. Duncan’s visit, the classification in this 
prison was very imperfect, and there were other draw- 
backs upon the efficacy of tlie system. Since then, 
(in 1825,) a society has l>een formed at Boston, for 
the Improvement of Public Prisons,” by whom some 
important pleasures have been carried into effect. A 
new building has been erected within the limits of the 
State Prison in Charleston; and an act has passed 
the State legislature, giving the city council of Boston 
authority to send juvenile delinquents to a separate 
penitentiary. The neglected and consequently dc- 
gpraded state of the coloured population, is assigned as 
one main cause of the frequency and increase of crime 
in this State. In 1826, the total population of Mas- 
sachusetts was 523,000, of which the coloured popu- 
lation was 7000, or one seventy-fourth part : the 
whole number of convicts was 314 ; the coloured con- 
victs, 50, or one-sixth. In Connecticut and New 
Jersey, the coloured convicts formed a third ; in New 
York, about one-fourth ; and in Pennsylvania, more 
than one-third of the whole number.'*' 

* * See •' Seventh Report of the Society for the Improvement of 
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Tho Lunatic Hospit^ ie well situated, a mile and a 
half from Boston. The direct approach tQ it is by one 
of the many wooden bridges which^ with their 
wearisome but needful length,'* connect the town 
with the surrounding country. The buildings crown 
the brow of a rislng-ground whidi swells gradually 
from the water, commanding a line view of the city 
and bay. Ten acres of ground, with an ancient man. 
sion, to which new buildings have been attached, are 
appropriated to this benevolent institution. The 
General Hospital is a large and well ventilated 
granite building, abundantly roomy and well ordered 
in every part.” * 

Boston is honourably pre-eminent in the number of 
its literary and educational institutions. From the 
School Report ” of 1826, it appears, that the 
number of schools in this city, is not less than 215, 
although the population is under 50,000.f The pub- 
lic schools are maintained by a tax; and as every 
person has a right to send his children to these esta- 
blishments, the poor obtain education almost gratis. 
The rich mostly prefer sending their children to pri. 

Prison Discipline.” London, 1(127. Ap)iendix, pp. aoi;— 329. Some 
highly interesting extracts from the Heport of the Uoston Society* 
will be found in this higlily valuable collection of documents. 

* " Indeed,’* says Captain Basil Hall, whose words are cited in 
the text, ■' I liardly ever saw an establishment of the kind which 
could pretend to rival it, except, perhaps, the Infirmary at Derby.” 

t In January lfl21, the number of *« primary public schools” 
for the Instruction of children between four and seven years of age* 
was thirty-five; and the number of children belonging to them 
was, (lUa girls and 921 boys. A general regulation provides, that 
no school shall have less than forty, or more than fifty children 
attached to it. The teachers' are all females. These public primary 
schools are considered as superior to the private ones. The imblic 
schools for older children were, in 1706, six English, and one Latin 
Grammar School, containing 1.300 children. They must now be more 
numerous.— See Dwight* voL 1. p. 400. Basil Hall, vol. iL p. 164. 
PART III. T 
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vate academies. Th^ public schools are under the 
Inspection of a committee of gentlemen annually 
chosen, whose duty it is to visit them once in three 
months. The Bostonians are very proud, and per- 
haps justly so/’ remarks Captain Basil Hall, of this 
system of public instruction.” Boston is rich in pub- 
lic libraries, among whicli that of the Athenaeum, a 
literary institution incorporated in 181 79 claims pre- 
eminence. In works on American history, the col- 
lection is said to bo unrivalled. A museum is attached 
to it. The other literary societies of Boston are, the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences ; the Ame- 
rican Antiquarian Society; the Massachusetts* Medical 
Society ; the Massachusetts* Historical Soinety ; and 
the Massachusetts’ Agricultural Society. Its cha- 
ritable associations are not less numerous. Among 
these are, a Bible Society for Massachusetts ; several 
Missionary Societies ; an Institution for the relief of 
the widows and children of deceased ministers; a 
Humane Society for the Relief of distressed Seamen ; 
and a Female Asylum. 

About three miles from Boston, is Harvard College, 
the Cambridge University of America; the most 
ancient and most amply endowed coll^iate establish- 
ment in the Union. The foundation of this public 
seminary was laid in the year 1G36, by the appro- 
priation of 400/. for the purpose of a public school, 
by the General Court of the infant colony. In 1638, 
the Rev. John Harvard, of Charleston, bequeathed to 
it one-half of his property, amounting to nearly 800/. 
The institution was now dignified with the name of 
Harvard College ; and the town, which had hitherto 
been called Newtown, was named Cambridge, in 
honour of that seat of science in England, at which a 
great number of the principal colonists had received 
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their education. Thus, remarkB Br. Dwight, within 
ten years after the little flock which commenced the 
settlement at Massachusetts, landed at Salem, and 
within eighteen years after first foot was set on 
the shore of Plymouth, a college was endowed by 
them, and established.” In 1650, the first charter 
was granted by a General Court, constituting the Pre- 
sident and Fellows of the Coll^ a corporate body. 
This charter was confirmed by the constitution of the 
State, when the style of the University in Cam- 
bridge ” was ;fir 8 t legally given. The professorships 
of divinity and of mathematics and natural philosophy 
were founded by Mr. Thomas Hollis, a merchant of 
London, in 1722 and 1726J; that of Hebrew, by the 
Hon. Thomas Hancock, an eminent merchant of 
Boston, in 1765. Other professorships have been 
added from time to time, by subsequent benefactions. 
They now amount to upwards of twenty, including 
the Medical Department, which is an integral part of 
the Institution, although, for the greater convenience 
of medical students, it occupies buildings in Boston. 
The University now comprises five colics and a new 
hall, (erected in 1814, at an expense of nearly I 79 OOOI.,) 
containing the chapel, lecture-rooms, dining-rooms, 
and kitchen : this hall, which is of fine white granite, 
is reckoned the handsomest building in Massadiusetts. 
The buildings stand in an zndosed plain, fourteen 
acres in extent, sheltered on three sides by forest 
trees, and in the immediate vicinity of an extensive 
common. The library, containing (in 1820) upwards 
of 25,000 volumes, is the best in the United States. 
The philosophical apparatus is also valuable. The 
museum has been enriched by a collection of mineralo- 
gical specimens, prindpally presented by Dr. Lettsom 
of Lojouion, and the Fans Cknnmittee of Public Safety. 
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There is also a valuable collection of anatomical wax 
models, the workmanship of Italian artists.*** The 
academical course is completed in four years, at an 
expense of not less than about 100 guineas a-year : in 
most cases, the students expend a great deal more. 

The literary and scientific reputation of Harvard 
University,'* * says Mr. Duncan, stands very high j 
^nd except Yale College, none in this country can 
contest with it the pre-eminence. There is one 
feature, however, in its character, which excites the 
most melancholy reflections. Its theological creed is 
undisguised Socinianism ; and it is said, that nearly 

aU the professors are of these sentiments The state 

of religion in the capital of New England is far from 
cheering. Whether the contagious influence spread 
from Hafward University to Boston, or from Boston 
to it, I know not ; but, though both were once dis- 
tinguished for evangelical sentiments, both are now 
alike characterized by the lamentable predominance of 
Socinianism.’* f 

The rise and progress of what is called Unitarianism 
in America, is a subject wliich it scarcely falls within 
the province of the present work to advert to, except 
in reference to its supposed connection with the 

• Partly imported ftom Florence* and in part the workmandiip 
of an Italian emigrant. At Doston* there is another collection of 
anatomical prepaxationa in wax* beautifully executed by a Dr. 

IViUlams. 

t Duncan* vol. li. pp. 81* 87- " During 140 years* Boston was 
probably more distinguished for religion* than any city of the same 
aise in the world. An important change has* however* within a 
period of no great length* taken place in the religious opinions of 
the Bostonians. Before this period, moderate Calvinism \'ery 
generally prevailed. At the present time* Unitarianism appears to 
be the predominating system. It is believed that neither mi- 
nisters nor people have had any reason to congratulate themselves 
.«m this diange."— Dwight* v6L i; p. 470. 
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national character and institutions. Captain Basil 
Hall was forcibly stnick,” he tells us, with an 
important analogy between the doctrines of this Li- 
beral Christianity and those principles of government 
which have gained, by gradual advances, the entire 
political ascendancy in America ; ** and he thinks that 
Uuitarianism may fairly be called the Democracy of 
Religion.** Had not this Writer been biassed by the 
determination to make democracy answerable 'for 
everything he disliked in the United States, he would 
not, perhaps, have overlooked the fact, that Soci- 
nianism is not, never has been, and never can be, 
either in America or in Europe, the religion of the 
people. Modern Unitarianism lias fixed its strong- 
holds in the Swiss Cantons, under a form of govern- 
ment the most purely aristocraticai, perhaps, in the 
world ; and long before the contagion had spread 
across the Atlantic, it had infected the Presbyterian 
churches of Geneva, France, Germany, and England. 
It has always comnienced, not with the people, but 
with the pastors ; and its natural liistory marks it as 
the hybrid production of Deism and Nominal Chris- 
tianity. Thus, at Geneva, the writings of the French 
Encyclopedists, together with the personal influence 
of Voltaire,* Rousseau, and Gibbon, mainly contri- 
buted to produce that secret defection from the faith 
avowed in the public symbols of the diurch, which 
at length' proclaimed itself from the pulpits of the city 
of Calvin. In America, its close affinity to undis- 
guised Infidelity, has been not less unequivocally 

• Voltaire, writing to D'Alembert in 1757* represents the Cal- 
vinists in Geneva as very few* and all the honest folks as Deists. 
Six years after* he declares with high satisfaction to the same cor- 
respondent^: •*Ji n'ff a plus dam« la vilte do Calvin quo qudxptvs 
grodino vtii avienfdu conouManHel" (meaning the deity of Christ). 

T 3 
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manifeated; and the influence of Paine, Jefferson,* 
and Franklin* in like manner paved the way for its 
cheerless and desolating triumphs. Of the state of 
things at Boston, nine years ago, we have the follow- 
ing account in the Letters of an intelligent English 
Traveller. 

From all that I can learn, it appears that Uni- 
tarian opinions have been entertained in New England 
for fifty years at least, and perhaps much longer. 
Generally speaking, however, they were not very 
openly avowed till much more recently ; some of those 
who held them coiicealiiig their sentiments because 
they were unpopular, — others, because they felt in- 
different aliout them, — ^aiid others, more reflecting 
and philosophical, becsiuse they conceived that their 
extension would be most effectually promoted at that 
particular time by reserve and caution. The first 
Unitarian congregation formed in America, was esta- 
blished in the King's chapel soon after the Revolution. 
This was the chapel in which the Governor wor- 
shipped ; but, becoming private property, the majority, 
having changed their sentiments, expunged from the 
church prayers all allusion to Trinitarian doctrines, 
and openly renounced the Trinity : the minority of 
course retired. In 17112, a Unitarian congregation 
was formed at Portland in the district of Maine, and 
another at Saco, a small town twenty miles further 
to the south. Both these congregations soon expired, 
but another has since been established at Portland. 

As Unitarian sentiments became more general, 
they were gradually avowed with less reserve ; yet, the 

* Speaking of Mr. Jefferson, Dr. Priestley uses in a letter, these 
rcnwrkable words : *• He is generally coiMidcrud as an unbeliever ; 
if so, however, he cannot be far from us, and 1 hc^o in the way to 
be not only almost, but altogether what we are^” 



NORTH AMRRICA. 319 

pulpits of many ministers who were supposed to have 
imbibed them, gave no evidence of the fact, except 
that of omUHonsrn This at length brought upon them 
the charge of insincerity from their more orthodox 
brethren. The imputation was r^elled with warmth ; 
and the public were left iu great doubt as to the 
precise sentiments of many of thoir pastors. Dr. 
Morse, who had been the most prominent of those 
who publicly manifested their regret at the defection 
of their brethren from the common faith, was accused 
of ^ misrepresentation ; and the most candid felt it 
almost impossible to arrive at the real state of things. 
At this time. Dr. Morse happened to meet with Mr. 
Delsham's Life of Lindsey, in which he found his own 
representations borne out by letters and documents 
transmitted from Boston by the Unitarians themselves. 
These he strung together in the form of a pamphlet, 
under the title of Amencan Unitarianism.” * This 
pamphlet was eagerly read, and produced a great 
sensation. It disclosed the actual state of things, 
brought the question to an issue, and ranged in oppo- 
site ranks those advocates of conflicting sentiments, 
who had hitherto been confusedly intermingled. A 
paper controversy has since been carried on at inter- 
vals, as particular circumstances or occasional excite- 
ment prompted ; and both parties, as usual, claim the 
victory. 

In the mean time, Unitarianism has advanced ; 
but, although it is evident that it prevails to a con- 
siderable extent, Dr. Morse assured me, that he did 

• •* American UnltariaiiUim, or a' Brief History ^of the Progress 
and Present State of the Unitarian Churches in America. By the 
Rev. Thomas Belshain. Kxtiacted from his Memoirs of the Life 
of the Kev. Theophiliis.Liiiilscy. Boston, 1S15*' (our copy is tlic 
fourth edition). 
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not believe it was gaining ground at present. If tbe 
number of its advocates seems to have augmented 
during the last year or two, he was disposed to ascribe 
the apparent increase to a more open avowal of their 
sentiments by many who were Unitarians before, 
rather than to a more general conviction of the truth 

of Unitarianism There are comparatively few 

Unitarians, except in New England ; and very few 
there, except in the towns on the coast. In Boston, 
I believe, there are seven or eight congregations of 
Unitarians, of different shades. In Baltimore, a 
splendid and costly Unitarian diapel was lately 
finished. In Philadelphia, there is a small Unitarian 
place of worship. In New York, a new Unitarian 
chapel (or what the orthodox consider as sudi) was 

opened in 1821 But Boston is the head-quarters 

of Unitarianism. 

The most important feature in the history of the 
present state of Unitarianism in this country, is the 
strong hold it has obtained in Harvard College, the 
most extensive, and, in a literary point of view, the 
most respectable college in the Union, in which a laige 
proportion of the younger members of the most opulent 
families in the different States receive their education. 
Many parents are prevented by reh’gious considera- 
tions from sending their children thither; but the 
objection has less influence than you would expect, 
among those who are opposed to Unitarian sentiments. 
This, and perhaps Transylvania University at Lex- 
ington, are, happily, the only colleges under the in- 
fluence of Unitarian sentiments. Yale College, Prince- 
ton, Columbia, and all the others that I am acquainted 
with, are opposed to them ; but the noble theological 
Institution at Andover, liberally endowed, formed 
for the express purpose of raising up able champions 
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to contend earnestly for the [faith at home, and ac- 
complished and demoted missionaries to diffuse it 
abroad, blessed with learned and pious professors 
ardently engaged in their official duties, is likely to 
prove the strongest barrier to the progress of Unitarian 
sentiments.’** 

At what period Sodniahism gained the pre- 
dominancy in Harvard College, does not appear ; but 
it was not longer ago than 1813, that the alteration in 
the doctrinal character of the prayers attracted pubb'c 
attention. The insidious and clandestine policy pur- 
sued by the Professor of Divinity and his colleagues, 
long concealed the revolution that was taking place. 
In this respect, there is the closest analogy between 
the history of ‘^American Unitarianism,** and that 
of the gradual development of Socinianism in the 
churches of Geneva. The doctrines which it was 
wished to explode, were at first suppressed, rather 
than opposed ; and the religion which consists in not 
believing,” was dexterously insinuated by a method 
correspondent to its negative diaracter.f The greater 
number of those who were thus inoculated with the 
virus of scepticism, were unaware of the process by 
which the change in their religious feelings was pro- 
duced. The majority of those who are Unitarian,** 
it was avowed by one of the party, are perhaps of 

* HodgBon, Yol. U. pp. 237—246. 

t The process has been thus not unfairly described. ** By sepa- 
rating the mind insensibly firom the objects of its belief, it gradually 
weakens the impression of their existence, till at length indifference 
becomes doubt, and doubt, not long supiiortable to him that has 
'emee believed, drives the mind to disbelief. In this state, the So- 
clnian system offersa plausible, and. compared with open infidelity, 
a creditable refuge firom the hauntlngs of conscience and the agita- 
tions of uncertainty ; and thus, the opinions become an easy con- 
quest* —Eclectic Review. N. S. voi* iv. p. 270. ailiclc. American 
. Unltaiianism. 
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these sentiments, withoat*any distinct consciousness of 
being so.” The native character of the creed, in 
fact, almost defies definition. The shades of opinion 
which it includes, are almost infinite. Generally speak- 
ing, it is but the chronic form into which the disease 
of infidelity is apt to settle, in the minds of those who 
have been taught to enthrone reason in the place of 
Revelation, and to mistake for truth itself the organ 
by which truth is apprehended. The spirit of the 
Pilgrims ’* still survives, however, at Boston ; and it 
would be as unjust to impute the partial spread of any 
form of infidelity in America to its political institu- 
tions, as to ascribe the Arianism of Clarke, or the 
Socinianism* of Lindsey, to the constitution or eccle- 
siastical polity of our own country. 

Dr. Dwight has devoted a chapter to the character 
of the inhabitants of Boston ; and as so much loose 
and vague remark has been put forth by various 
Travellers, upon the national character of the Ame* 
ricans, (who differ among themselves not less widely 
than the natives of the different countries comprised in 
the United Kingdom,) the observations of the learned 
American must be regarded as claiming attention. 

The Bostonians, almost without an exertion, are 
derived from one country and a single stock. They 
are all descendants of Englishmen, and of course are 
united by all the great bonds of society, — Slanguage, 
religion, government, manners, and interests. With 
a very small number of exceptions, they spesdL the 
English language in the English manner ; are Pro- 
testants ; hold the great principles of English liberty ; 
are governed voluntarily by the English common 
law, and by statutes strongly resembling those of 
Great Britain, under a constitution essentially copied 
from the British, and by courts in almost every respect 
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the same. Their education, also, differs very* little 
in the school, the shop, the counting-house, or the 
university. Although they are republicans, and gene- 
rally congregationalists, they are natively friends of 
good order and firm government, and feel the reputa- 
tion of Old Massachusetts in much the same manner 
as an Englishman feels the honour of Old England. 

Every New Englander, with hardly an exception, 
is taught to read, write, and ke^ accounts. By 
means of this privilege, knowledge is, probably, more 
universally diffused here, than in any other consider* 
able town in the world. A great number of the in- 
habitants also have been liberally educated Boston 

is distinguished for its habits of business. A man 
who is not l)elieved to follow some useful business, can 
scarcely acquire or retain even a decent reputation. A 
traveller passing through it, is struck with the peculiar 
appearance of activity every where visible. Almost 
all whom he meets, move with a sprightliness differing 
very sensibly from what he observes in New York or 
Philadelphia.'*’ 

Not less distinguished are the inhabitants, particu- 
larly the middle and inferior classes, for their intelli- 
gence and information. In a singular degree they are 
acquainted with the affairs of the town itself, and with 
the residence and character of almost every inhabitant. 
I have rarely met a child who could not tell me both 
the street and the house for which 1 inquired.f Nor 

* Owing to this ardour** of temperament, the Bostonians, Dr. 
Dwight says, are distinguished by a pronunciation unusually rapid, 
frequently oontracting two short syllables into one, and rendering 
the language still rougher by a violent junction of consonants; as 
Swed'n, BrU*n, gaid*n, vess*]. At the same time, they are ** per- 
fectly free ftom the multiform brogue which salutes the cars of a 
traveller In New York and Philadelphia.*’ 

t ^blt remark may illustrate the observation cited ftom Mr. 
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are they less distinguished for civility. A Bostonian, 
if not pressed by business of his own, will readily ac- 
company a stranf^r to the house which he wishes to 
find, and will scarcely appear to feel as if he conferred 
the least obligation. 

The people of Boston are diaracteristically dis- 
tinguished by a lively imagination, an ardour easily 
kindled, a sensibility soon felt and strongly expressed. 
They admire, where graver people would only approve ; 
detest, where cooler minds would only dislike; ap- 
plaud a perfoimance where others would listen in 
silence; and hiss where a less susceptible audience 
would only frown. This character renders them some- 
times more, sometimes less amiable, usually less cau- 
tious, and often mure exposed to future regret. From 
this source, their language is frequently hyperbolical, 
and their pictures of objects in any way interesting, 
highly coloured.* 

Hence, also, their enterprises are sudden, bold, 
and sometimes rash. A general spirit of adventure 
prevails here, which, in numerous instances, has be- 
eome the means of attempts made with honour and 
success, .in cases where many of their commercial 

Cooper at p. S14 of this volume; that New York and New Orleans 
are the only cities in America that have not the character of a pro- 
vincial town. Every man’s virtues or vices> wisdom or folly, ex- 
cite in Boston. Dr. Dwight says. •• much the same attention, and 
arc examined much in the same manner, as in a country village.” 

* •• The Boston style Is a phrase proverhlally used throughout a 
considerable part of this country, to denote a florid, pompous 
manner of writing, and has been thought by persons at a distance 
to he the predominant style of this region. It cannot be denied, 
that several publications written In this manner have issued fiom 
the press here, and for a time been much edehrated. Most of the 
orations delivered on the 5th of March, may he produced as ex- 
amples. Still, it has never been true that this mode of writing was 
either general in this town, or adopted by men of superior talmts.’* 
— Dwlghtj .vol. i. p. 469. * 
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neighbours would have refused to adventure at all.* 
The maimer in which they commenced the trade of 
Nootka Sound, and circumnavigate the globe, ad. 
vantageously illustrate this observation. A ship be- 
longing to Joseph Barrett, Esq. and others, sailed 
round the earth three times ; and a sloop of moderate 
size, once. Few merchants in America would, I 
believe, have resolved on these enterprises, and few 
seamen have executed them. On the other hand, the 
dealers in Georgia lands found many more customers 
in Bostfm, than in New York. The tea shipped to 
Boston by the East India Company, was destroyed : in 
New York and Philadelphia, it was stored.” f 

The enterprising spirit by which the Bostonians, and 
the New Englanders generally, are distinguished, has 
characterized them from the very foundation of the 
colony ; and it formed one topic of eloquent panegyric 
in the splendid oration of Burke, oil moving his 
famous Kesolutioiis of Conciluitiou with tlie Colonics. 

Look,” he said, at the manner in which the people 
of New England have of late carried on the whale, 
fishery. Whilst we follow them among the tumbling 

• The following remarks, intended for the Americans generally, 
but more especially applicable to the New England emigrants, will 
illustrate this feature of their character. •* The villages on the 
American frontier, form a striking contrast with those on the 
Canada side, llicre, bustle, improvement, and animation fill every 
street: here, dulness, decay, and apathy disoourage enterprise, and 
repress exertion. It is said, that not one-tenth part of the houses 
in Uuflklo are imid for, and that the greater number of these are 
already mortgaged. The Amcsricans build houses and make im- 
provements entirely for the benefit of posterity, as they generally 
engage in speculations so disproportioned to their means, that ruin 
and insolvency overtake them before they can realise what they 
have projected, or enjoy what they have accomplished.”— Howison* 
p. 131. 

t pwi^ht., vol.i. pp,4C5— 460. 
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madntains of ice, and behold them penetrating into 
the*^ 4lBepeBt frozen recesses of Hudson’s Bay and 
Davis’s Straits, ^whilst we are looking for them 
ben^th the arctic circle, we hear that they have 
pierced into- the opposite region of polar cold ; that’ 
they are at the antipodes, and engaged under the 
frozen serpent of the South. Falkland Island, which 
seemed too remote and romantic an object fojr the 
grasp of national ambition, is but a stage and resting- 
place in the progress of their victorious industry. 
Nor is the equinoctial heat more discouraging to them, 
than the accumulated winter of both the poles. We 
know that whilst some of them draw thq line and 
strike the harpoon on the coast of Africa, others run 
the longitude, and pursue their gigantic game along 
the coast of Brazil. No sea but what is vexed by 
their fisheries. No climate that is not witness to 
their toils. Neither the perseverance of Holland, nor 
the activity of France, nor the dexterous and firm 
Migacity of English enterprise, ever carried this most 
perilous mode of hard industry to the extent to which 
it has been pushed by this recent people ; a people 
who are still, as it were, but in the gristle, and not 
yet hardened into the bone of manhood.” * 

It is curious enough to compare with this splendid 
encomium upon the adventurous spirit of mercantile 
enterprise, the caricature of the New Englander drawn 
by an American Writer, ' in which the same general 
lineaments are nevertheless preserved. “ These Yan- 
kees are certainly a very strange race of people. You 
will see them with their eel-skins upon their hair, to 
save the expense of barbers, and their ear-rings jn 
\ their ears, to improve their sight, to see how to cheat 


• Btixke’s Speeches# TdU i. pt ^ 
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you better^ I suppose. They would sooner die than 
part wfth one of these ornaments, unless you pay^m 
well for it. At the same time, theydlre upon nothing. 

A rasher of pork is a feast for them, even on holidays. 
^Their favourite drink is nothing but switdiel or 
molasses and water, which, they tell you, is better 
than burgundy or champaign. They we, however, 
better taught than fed, and make the finest, boldest 
sailors in the world. They can sail to the North Pole 
and back in an egg-shell, if the ice does not break it. 
Indeed, they are seamen by birth, and box the com- 
pass in tlieir cradles. Vou know our genteel lasdness 
unfits us (Virginians) for the drudgery of commerce : 
so we leave it all to the Yankees. These crafting part 
of them come here at all seasons in their sloops and 
scliooncrs, bringing a miscellaneous cargo of all sorts 
of notions^ not metaphysical, but material, such as 
clieese, butter, potatoes, cranberries, onions, beets, 
cqffins i — you smile, but it is a fact, that, understauding 
some years ago, that the yellow fever was raging here 
Avith. great violence, some of them .very charitably 
risked tlieir own lives to bring us a large quantity of 
I'eady-made coffins, of all sizes, in nests, one within 
another, to supply customers at a moment’s warning ; 
an insult which we have hardly forgiven them yet. 
You will see them sailing up into all our bays, rivers, 
and creeks ; wherever the water runs. As the winter 
comes on, they creep into some little harbour, ivhere 
they anchor their vessels, and open store on board, re- 
tailing out their articles of every kind to the poor 
countrymen who come to buy. Towards the spring, 
they sail away with a load of planks or shingles, ivhich 
they often get very cheap. Indeed,, the whole race ofj ^ 
Yankee seamen are certainly the most enterprising * 
u 2 
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people in the world. They are in all quarters of the 
globe where a penny is to be made. In short, they 
love money a little better than their own lives. What 
is worst, they are not always very nice about the 
means of making it, but aro ready to break laws like 
cobwebs, whenever it suits their interest.** * 

This,” remarks Lieutenant Hall, (from whose 
pages we take the citation,) is confessedly a caricature, 
but its distorted lineaments may help us to some of 
the true features of the New-Englandcrs. They are 
the Scotchmen of the United States. Inhabiting a 
country of limited extent, and incapable of maintaining 
its 'own population, their industry naturally and suc- 
cessfully directed itself to commercial pursuits ; but, 
as even these became gi'adiially insufiicient to maintain 
their growing numbers, they began, at an early period 
of their history, to seek for settlements among their 

neighbours to the South and West They were fur 

from accejitablu guests. The plodding Dutch and 
Germans of >iew York and I’ennsylvania held them 
in particular abhorrence, and, as far us they could, 
hunted tliem from their neighbourhood, whenever 
they attempted to gain a footing in it. ^ It is,’ says 
the Author of the Olive Branch, ^ within the memory 
of those over whose chins no razor has ever mowed a 
harvest, that Yankee and sharper were regarded as 
nearly synonymous. And this was not among the 
low and the illiberal, the base and the vulgar: it 
pervaded all ranks of society. In the Middle and 

• Letters ftem Virginia,” lett. vl. ? 

t This political publication, by William Carey, of Philadelphia, 
la supposed to have had a greater run than any work of the sort, 
since Paine’s *• Common Sense,” seven editions liaviiig been called 
for in thirteen months. 
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Southern States, traders were universally very mudh 
on their guard against Yankee tricks, when dealing 
with those of the Eastern.’ 

It is, therefore, to this class of adventurers and 
emigrants we are to look for the least favourable traits 
of the New England character. Patient, industrious, 
frugal, enterprising, and intelligent, it cannot be denied 
that they are frequently knavish, mean, and avaricious, 
as men who make gain the master-spring of their 
actions. Here we perceive the force and meaning of 
the Virginian satire ; but here, too, its application 
must be restricted. Even emigration seems to be so 
far moulded into a system, that it is no longer the 
resource merely of rogues and vagabonds,* but is 
embraced as an eligible mode of bettering their con* 
dition, by the young and enterprising of all classes. It 
is a wholesome drain to the exuberance of population, 
and preserves at home that comparative equality on 
which public happiness and morals depend. 

The New Englanders should be seen at home, to 
be correctly judged of : as far as testimony goes, it is 
universally in their favour. ^ I feel a pride and 
pleasure,’ says Mr. Carey, ^in doing justice to the 
yeomanry of the Eastern States ; they will not suffer 
ill a comparison with the same class of men in any 
part of the world. They are upright, sober, orderly, 
and regular ; shrewd, intelligent, and well-informed ; 
and I believe there is not a greater degree of genuine 
native urbanity among the yeomanry of any country 
under the canopy of heaven.’ f This is the character 

* Whether the first Yankee emigrants peculiarly deserved this 
character, may reasonably be questioned ; but the prejudice against 
them then existed in all its strength. 

t Olive Branch, p. 275. 
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my own experience recognised in the inhabitants of 
the beautiful Genesee country, which has been en- 
tirely cleared and settled by New Englanders. 

Their religion is scarcely more their glory in their 
own eyes, than (it is) their opprobrium in those of 
their neighbours. Pretensions to superior sanctity are 
always received with jealousy, especially by a people 
among whom devotion is in repute. The contrast too, 
betwixt the pious seeming and substantial knavery of 
many of the New England adventurers, naturally 
brings these pretensions into still greater discredit, 
and extorts a wish that they had either a little more 
morality or a little less religion. There is, however, 
no reason to doubt, that, in the bulk of the inha- 
bitants, religion is not merely a show and pretext, but 
a belief and practice. Men tire of mutual hypocrisy, 
when it has grown too common to impose.*’ * 

** Education,” remarks Mr. Duncan, which pre- 
vails much more universally throughout the New 
England States, than in any other portion of the 
Union, and is frequently accompanied with religious 
instruction, has given to the natives a very decided 
cast of national character, resembling, in many re- 
spects, that for which the Scots among Europeans 
have long been distinguished. Tlie kind of education 
also in the two countries, is remarkably similar : it is 
more general than accurate, and more useful than 
elegant, imparted by means of district or parochial 
schools, and, in this country, almost entirely without 
expense to those who receive it. The characteristics 

* F. Hall*s Canada, pp. 339^-343. These remarks come with 
at least the grace of impartiality from a writer who has taken care, 
by a virulent and ignorant tirade against Calvinism, and a high 
compliment to the Unitarians, to let us know that the religUni of 
the New RnglandevB is little to his taste. 
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of a New Englander are, intelligence, sobriety, enter- 
prise, perseverance. When he finds his range at 
home too limited to admit of a sufficiently successful 
application of these qualities, he betakes himself to 
distant regions, and traverses one State after another, 
till he finds some nook in which he can establish 
himself with advantage. In the Southern and Western 
States, many of the most successful merchants, the 
most industrious farmers, the most money-making 
land-speculators, are natives of New England ; and 
scarcely is there a station in society, or a mode of 
obtaining a livelihood, in whidi there will not be 
found a full proportion of them. If you meet a waggon 
in some remote country-road, with a cheerful-looking 
family, and a tall, slender figure whistling along with 
an axe over his shoulder, — ^it is a Yankee backwoods- 
man on his march for the wilderness of Illinois or 
Tennessee ; where he will build a log-house, clear a 
few acres of land, sell the whole at a profit to tlie next 
comer, and start with the waggon a second time, to 
penetrate some hundreds of miles further into the 
woods, and repeat the process. If you see at the 
tumpike-gate of a country town, a light carriage re- 
sembling a British taxed-cart, built up all round with 
a pile of assorted packing-boxes and tmnks,— it is the 
travelling-store of a New England pedlar, who is 
marketing his wares, noopping^ or selling, or buying, 
as he and his customers can agree about it ; guessing 
away with every one he meets, but turning all to good 
account in the end. In all those bye-ways of getting 
on in the world for which America affords unexampled 
facilities, none are found to succeed like the natives of 
New England. 

^‘The consequence of this adventurous spirit is, 
that they attract, along with thekprosperity, a con- 
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siderable share of the envy and ill-will which success- 
ful rivalry generally excites. Perhaps, there are in- 
stances in which cunning, rather than honesty, has 
diaracterized their enterprises ; Imt, among so many 
adventurers, it is not surprising that some should be 
unprincipled ; and of course, a well-educated and in- 
genious rogue has a fearful advantage over ignorant 
and stupid ones. From whatever cause it may have 
arisen, it is certain that, in the South, there is a 
strong prejudice against them ; and it is very custo- 
mary there to say many hard things of the Yankees, 
which are true only of a small number, and those the 
very wcprst of them.” • 

American writers are apt to forget, when they 
complain of the unfavourable representations of the 
national character given by English travellers and 
journalists, and impute them to illiberal prejudice, 
that those representations have chiefly originated with 
themselves. It is from the character which the 
Yankee, for instance, bears among his southern coun- 
trymen, that we in Europe have taken our idea of the 
New Englander. Admitting that the most unjust 
estimate has been formed of the resident population 
of the Eastern States, the blame must rest upon those 
parties whose sectional prejudices have led them to 
asperse and ridicule the character of the best educated 
and most estimable portion of the American people. 

It is worthy of remark,” says the Author of Notions 
of the Americans, that nearly all the English tra- 
vellers who have written of America, pass lightly 
over this important section of the Union. Volumes 
have been written concerning the half-tenanted dis- 
tricts of the^ West, while the manners and condition 


a Duncsoj v6L 1. pp. 106^108. 
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of the original 'Statesy'where the true effects of the 
American system can alone be traced, are usually dis- 
posed of in a few hurried pages.*’ The reason is ob- 
vious ; there is less to excite curiosity and to gratify 
the imagination, in the tame landscape and sober 
civilization of Nev' England, than in the savage lux- 
uriance of nature in the western wilderness, or the 
fresher and more vivid tints of a border life.” But 
it is in the Eastern States, that religion, order, fru- 
gality, and even liberty have confessedly taken deepest 
root ; and no liberal American,** J\lr. Cooper tells 
us, however he may cherish some of the peculiarities 
of his own particular State, will deny them the meed 
of these high and honourable distinctions.** * 

It is not a little singiihir, that the etymology of the 
soultriqutii by which the New Englander is now so 
generally distinguished, should already have become 
doubtful. The word is moat commonly supposed, Mr. 
Cooper informs us, to bo a corruption of Yengeese^ 
the manner in which the native tribes first known to 
the colonists, pronounced the word English ; and those 
who reject this derivation, are unable, he adds, to pro- 
duce even a plausible substitute.f It has been usually 
applied in this country to the American colonists in- 
discriminately, as a term of contempt ; but, as adopted 
by the Americans themselves, it is used with a re- 
markable distinction in its acceptation. There is the 
Yankee proper or New Englander, and the Yankee by 
courtesy or misnomer. At home,” we are told, the 

native even of New York, though of English origin, 

* Caoper’s Notions, vol. 1. pp. 131—134.^ 
t Knickerbocker tells us, that Yankies in the Mals-Tchsuacg, 
or Massachusett language, signifies silent men, and that it was 
waggidily given by the Indians to the loquacious strangers ! This, 
we presume, is meant cmly for a joke., 

U 6 
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will tell you he is not a Yankee,” the term being per- 
fectly provincial in its application.* But, out of the 
United States, even the Georgian does not h^itate to 
call himself a Yankee. The Americans are particularly 
fond of distinguishing anything connected with their 
general enterprise, skill, or reputation, by this term. 
Thus, the Southern planter, who is probably more 
averse than any other to admit a community of those 
personal qualities which are thought to mark the dif- 
ferences in provincial character, — will talk of what a 
Yankee merchant, a Yankee negotiator, or a Yankee 
soldier can do, or has done ; meaning always the people 
of the United States. Thus, it is apparent, that the 
term has two significations among the Americans 
themselves, one of which may be called its national, 
and the other its local meaning. The New-England- 
man evidently exults in the appellation at all times. 
Those of the other States with whom 1 have come in 
contact, are manifestly quite as well pleased to lay no 
claim to the title, though all use it freely in its foreign 
or natural sense.” f 

Assuming this representation to be correct, the pro- 

• New York, however, may now almost be considered as Yankee- 
land, beinf; for the most part peoi>1cd with emigrants (torn New 
England. From three-fifths to two-thirds of the inhabitants, ac- 
cording to Dr. Dwight, have originated from that country. 

t Cooper's Notions, vol. i. pp. 73, 3.— This Writer proceeds to 
assert, that the inhabitants of different States living a thousand 
miles asunder, speak of each other with more kindness in common, 
than the inhabitants of adjoining counties in England or provinces 
in France. In another place, he remarks, that the United States of 
America are perhaps the only country in Christendom where poli- 
tical disaflbetion docs not in a greater or less degree prevail. The 
glaring inaccuracy of both assertions renders this Author's state- 
ments on other subjects liable to suspicion. The first is in palpable 
contradiction to his own admissions, as well as to general testimony. 
As to the latter, he must be supposed, for his credit's sakej never 
to have heard of the Hartford Convention. 
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per ezplanstion seems to be, 'that the aristocratic gentry 
of Virginia, and the planters of the slave-iholding 
States, have no objection to share in the credit and 
advantage of any doings of the Yankees, that are 
thought to reflect credit upon the national character, 
while they nevertheless despise their plodding indus* 
try, hate their Puritan principles, and are extremely 
Jealous of their political ascendancy. 

Including the inhabitants of the six States of New 
England, this Writer calculates, that not fewer than 
four millions of the American people are descended 
from the settlers at Plymouth and their successors; that 
is, four-tenths of the white population. This estimate 
seems to be quite within compass of the fact. About 
one million are inhabitants of the three States of Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, compris- 
ing an area of not quite 14,000 square miles, which 
gives an average of a little less than 70 to the square 
mila Massachusetts itself, which is about the extent 
of Vorksliire and Lancashire united, contains above 
half a million, or 71 persons to the square mile, which 
is the maximtifn of the density of American population 
on any extended surface.* In these three States, there 
is a fair proportion of town and country, and a more 
equal distribution of the lal»our of society between 
commerce, manufactures, and agriculture, than in any 
other section of the Union. Almost every man in 
New England lives on his own ground, and the lands 
are universally held in fee simple, descending to the 
children in equal shares. Every freeman is eligible to 
any office. The spirit of independence naturally re- 

• This Is somewhat less than that of the kingdom of Denmark, 
Mid exceeding that of Spain. Aa compared with that of the two 
^gUsh counties, it is as 1 to 4. 
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salting from tLis state of things, constitutes a distin« 
guiihing trait in the diaracter of the people. 

We have in New England,” says Dr. Dwight, 
no such class of meu as, on the Eastern side of the 
Atlantic, are denominated peasantry. The number of 
those who are mora labourers, is almost nothing, ex- 
cept in a few of the populous towns ; and almost all 
these are collected from the shiftless, the idle, and the 
vicious. A great part of them are foreigners. Here, 
every apprentice originally Intends to establish, and, 
with scarcely an exception, actually establishes himself 
in business. Every seaman designs to become, and a 
great proportion of them really become, mates and 
masters of vessels. Every young man hired to work 
upon a farm, aims steadily to acquire a farm for him- 
self ; and hardly one fails of the acquisition. All men 
are masters here of themselves ; and such is the com- 
bined effect of education and society, that he who fails 
of success in one kind of business, may, almost of 
course, betake himself with advantage to another.” 

Comparing the general character of the population 
with that of Old England, the learned Writer says : — 
We are behind you in learning, science, and a mul- 
titude of mechanical and manufacturing arts ; in agri- 
culture, in architecture, in commerce, and in wealth ; 
in the fine arts, in liberality, and in various other ad- 
vantages of improved society. At the same time, we 
are more affable, more easy of access, and universally 
more social and more ready to oblige. We are also 
more orderly, q\^iet, and peaceful ; are governed with 
less difficulty, and by milder measures. Our common 
people are far better educated than yours, both in the 
school and in the church ; and for this very good rea- 
son ; that they are all at school, and alipost all at 
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church. All of them can read, and write, and keep 
accounts.* Almost all of them do read, and many gf 
them much. At the same time, our state of society 
prompts men to become acquainted with many things 
besides their own business. That^ they understand, 
generally, less perfectly than the English. But they 
understand many things of which tlie same classes Jn 
England know little or nothing. An English artisan, 
or fanner, bends, and is obliged to bend, the whole 
force of his mind to the attainment of perfection in his 
proper employment; and this he accomplishes in a 
degree rarely reached by the citizens of any other coun- 
try. A New-Englander is under no such necessity, and 
iiiids many inducements to turn his tlioiights towards 
many other objects. In this manner, he liecomcs, to a 
considerable extent, actually acquainted with those ob- 
jects, and acquires an expansion of mind and a ration- 
ality of character, not often found in any other country. 

The quantity of ardent spirits consumed chiefly 

a *' The State of Masaachunettfl contains nearly GOO.OOO souls, all 
of whom (of proper age) with the 'exception about 400, can 
read and write. It is probable that the latter number is com- 
posed chiefly of foreigners, blacks from other States, and those 
who laboured under natural disabilities.*'— Cooper’s Notions, vol. 1. 
p. 12.3. *' A conviction of the importance of public Instruction," 
says Mr. Webster, in his oration on the seof>nd centenary of the 
landing of the pilgrim fathets, ** was one of the earliest sentiments 
of our ancestors. Assembled on this spot, one hundred and flfty- 
three years ago, the legislature of this colony declared : * Foras- 
much as the maintenance of good literature doth tend to the 
advancement of the weal and flourishing state of Societies and 
Republics, this Court doth thercrore order, that, in whatever 
township in this Goveniment consisting of fifty families or up- 
wards, any meet man' shall be obtained to teach a grammar-school, 
such township shall allow at least W., to be raised by rate on all 

the inhabitants.* That which is elsewhere left to chance or 

charity, wc sceuxe by law. For the purpose of public instruction, 
we hold every man subject to taxation in pro|Kirtion to his pro- 
perty.” Jn Connecticut, the schools axe suprwted by a distinct 
fund. 
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by the middle and lower classes of people, is scandalous 
to the national character, although much less in its 
amount than that drunk by the same number of people 
in Great Britain.* 

The sabbath is observed in New England with a 
greater degree of sobriety and strictness, than in 
any part of the world. As we have often been se. 
verely censured on this very account, the truth of this 
observation may of course be admitted. Public wor. 
ship is regularly attended twice every sabbath by a 
very great part of our people, and is every where at- 
tended with decorum and reverence. Our laws in 
Massachusetts and Connecticut forbid travelling on the 
sabbath ; the whole day being considered as seques- 
tered liy God to himself, and consecrated to the duties 
of religion. • . .By the Christians of this country, the 
strict observance of the sabbath is esteemed a privilege, 
and not a burthen ; and to be released from it, a di- 
minution, not an increase of the blessings given to the 
Jewish Church.”f 

The morality of the New-Englanders may be 
fairly estimated from the following facts. There 
have been fewer capital crimes committed in New 
England since its settlement, than in any other coun- 
try on the globe, (Scotland, perhaps, excepted,) in pro- 
portion to the number of its inhabitants. Half or 
two-thirds of these inhabitants sleep, at the present 
time, without barring or locking their doors. Not 
more than five duels have been fought here since the 

* The principal drink of the inhabitants of New England, Dr. 
Dwight says, is cider. '• Porter is drunk by fashionable people, 
and. in small quantities, ale.’* Wine and punch are •* extensively 
used." 

t Dwight, vol. Iv. pp. 334. 5 ; 343 ; 349. In Connecticut, the 
obtiervanceof the Lord’s day isftom sunset on Saturday to the 
following sunset. 
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landing of the Plymouth colony. Burinf^ the revolu- 
tionary war, although party spirit rose to the highest 
pitch, and although New England contained at that 
time about one million of people, but one man suffered 
death by the hand of violence, and one more by the 
decision of a court of justice.”* 

The unimpeachable veracity and extensive informa- 
tion of the learned American from whom these state- 
ments proceed, entitle them to far more attention than 
the hasty opinions of passing travellers. They accord 
substantially, however, with the most respectable tes- 
timonies of witnesses who could not be biassed by na- 
tional partialities ; and they supply important data for 
estimating the real tendency and efficiency of the civil 
and religious institutions of the country. 

Captain Basil H?ill bears testimony to the distin- 
guishing frankness and good temper of the Americans 
generally. “ During the whole course of my journey,” 
he says, ‘*1 never saw an American out of temper and 
notwithstanding that he made no scruple to attack on 
all occasions their favourite opinions, and to depreciate 
their institutions, he is unable to recall a single in- 
stance in which any thing captious or personally un- 
civil was ever said to him. At Boston, he visited the 
Navy-yard, where, with that absence of all idle 
concealments” which he found every where in Ame- 
rica, the engineer explained to him all his plans, and 
discussed various nautical topics, to the entire obli- 
vion of national rivalries.”! At Brighton, a village 

* Dwight, vol. i. pp. 142, 3. The learned Writer adds, that 
during the preceding fourteen years, he had travelled not far from 
12,000 miles, chiefly in New England and New York, and had 
never seen two men engaged in fighting. 

t A high compliment is paid to the American naval officers 
by this Traveller, at the cxixinse of the rest of the community. 
They are the only persons, * he remariu, whose whole lives arc 
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near Boston, this Traveller witnessed the great annual 
cattle-show of the State of Massachusetts, which is 
held there in the month of October ; on which occa. 
sion, he was exceedingly shocked at one trait of 
American barbarism, — displayed, not in the treatment 
of the animals, but in the exclusion of the fair sex ! 
The scene is too characteristic to be passed over. 

Besides a ploughing match with twenty teams of 
oxen, there were various trials of strength by cattle 
drawing loaded carts up a steep hill. The numerous 
pens where the bullocks and sheep were enclosed, 
afforded also a high treat, from the variety of the 
breeds, and the high condition of the animals exposed. 
Lastly, we were shewn the rooms in which the speci- 
mens of domestic manufactures were displayed : most 
of these goods, which appeared excellent in quality, 
gave indication of native industry well worthy of en- 
couragement. Ill spite of all these objects of interest, 
I felt ill at ease, and was struck to the heart with 
what seemed to me the cruel spectacle of such a] nu- 
merous assemblage of people on such a fine sunny day, 
in as pretty a little valley as ever was seen, close to a 
romantic village, and within four miles of a great and 
populous city like Boston ; and yet, amidst all this 
crowd, there were no women ! Literally and tnily, 
among several thousand persons, I counted, during the 
whole day, only nine females. I wandered round and 
round the grassy knolls in search of some signs of life 

psssed in penniment habits of siihordlnation. In fact, they are 
almost the only men hy whom the practical value of those inequa- 
lities In rank which the rest of the American world deriilet arc 
admitted to be important. ... 1 have reason to believe, from what I 
saw and heard, that the American dlBcipline, especially as applied 
to officers, is more stern than in the British navy. Democracy^ 
with its sturdy equality* will hardly do Hall, vol. 11, 

pp. 14ff— 8, 
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and merriment,-— Bome of those joyous bursts of mirth 
which I had been wont to hear in other lands on simi- 
lar occasions. But my eye could discover nothin^f to 
rest upon but groupes of idle men, smoking cigars, 
and gaping about, with their hands in their pockets, 
or looking listlessly at the penned up cattle, or follow, 
ing one another in quiet, orderly crowds up the hill, 
after the loaded carts, glad, apparently, of the smallest 
excitement to carry them out of themselves. But not 
a woman was to be seen. Neither were there any 
groupes of lads and lasses romping on the grass ; no 
parties of noisy youths playing at foot-ball for the 
amusement of the village maidens; no scampering 
and screaming of the children among the trees ; for, 
alas ! the little tilings appeared nearly as solemn and 
soberly disposed as their elders. 

But in all the numerous booths placed over the 
ground, parties were hard at work with the whiskey 
or gin bottle. In some, companies of ten or a dozen 
people might be seen working away at hot joints and 
meat pies ; — all very ordinary sights, 1 grant, at a 
fair in any country ; but the peculiarity which struck 
me, was the absence of talking or laughing, or any 
hilarity of look or gesture. I never beheld any thing 
in my whole life, though I have been at many fune- 
rals, nearly so ponderous or so melancholy, as this 
gloomy, lumbering, weary sort of merry-making. I 
felt my spirits crushed down, and as it were humi- 
liated, when, suddenly the sound of a fiddle struck my 
ear, literally the very first notes of music I had heard, 
out of a drawing-room, in the whole country. Of 
course, I ran instantly to the spot, and what was 
there ?— Four men dancing a reel * 

‘ « B. Hall, vol. ii. pp. 150—152. This Travdlefs condusion, 
that the American women not enjoy thdr proper station in 
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In every part of the country, our Traveller was 
struck with this strong line of demarcation between 
the sexes, which he ascribes of course to the democra- 
tic institutions of the country. The people are, he 
thinks, too liusy with politics, to devote much of their 
time to the domestic fire-side ; and tlie women cannot 
bo made sufficiently to understand what is going on 
out of doors, to take a continued interest in what en- 
grosses their husbands. Add to which, they have but 
little time for recreation, owing to ^^the increased 
household duties inevitably imposed upon the mistress 
of a family by the total want of good servants in Ame- 
rica; an evil which no fortune can remedy. Good 
nurses, men servants, cooks, or any description of 
female attendants are rarely to be found ; and if found, 
no money will bribe them to stay long in a house, or 
to behave respectfully when there.’* All over Ame- 
rica, this Traveller admits, the women are treated 
with much kindness by the men.” He never saw 
or heard of any rudeness, or had any reason to suspect 
that incivility towards females was ever practised, or 
would be tolerated, even in those parts of the country 
which have enjoyed the least advantages in the way 
of civilization and refinement.” But this kindness 
and attention, he considers as quite compatible with 

the absence of an habitual and mutual understand- 
ing between the sexes,” such as should enable the 
women in America to exert that social influence and 
control which they exercise in more fortunately 
arranged communities.” 

It is unfortunate, that an attempt to describe the 
manners and customs of this country, should involve 

Rocietyt will probably bo deemed not a very legitimate inference 
ftom the fiwt, that it does not accoid with their notions of delicacy 
to attend cattle Shows. 
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the perplexing task of correcting, at every step, the 
false impressions, or reconciling the opposite represen- 
tations of prejudiced observers. The general fact is 
unquestionable, that, in the United States, the women 
associate less promiscuously with the other sex, and 
live more seduded, than in this country ; but there is 
reason to believe, that their actual condition and sub- 
stantial influence are very inaccurately estimated by 
this Traveller. At all events, the opposite view of the 
subject presented by a native writer, merits attention, 
even if it may be suspected of a partial colouring. 

To me,” says the Author of “ Notions of the 
Americans,’* woman appears'to fill, in America, the 
very station for which she is designed by nature. In 
the lowest conditions of life, she is treated with the 
tenderness and respect that is due to the beings whom 
we believe to bo the repositories of the better principles 
of our nature. Retired within the sacred precincts of 
her own abode, she is preserved from the destroying 
taint of excessive intercourse with the world. She 
makes no bargains beyond those which supply her owii 
little personal wants, and her heart is not early cor- 
rupted by the baneful and unfeminine vice of selfish- 
ness. She is often the friend and adviser of her hus- 
band, but never his chapman. She must be sought in 
the haunts of her domestic privacy, and not amid the 
wranglings, deceptions, and heart-burnings of keen 
and sordid traffic. So general is this fact, that I have 
remarked a vast proportion of that class who frequent 
the markets or vend trifles in the streets of New York, 
(occupations that are not unsuited to the feebleness of 
the sex,) are cither foreigners or females descended 
from, certain insulated colonies of the Dutch, which 
still retain many of the habits of their anccstoys amid 
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.the Improvements that are throwing them among the 

forgotten usages of another century.* I saw every 

where the utmost possible care to preserve the females 
from undue or unwomanly employments. If there 
was a burthen, it was in the arms or on the shoulders 
of the man. Even labours that seem properly to belong 
to the household, were often performed by the latter ; 
and I never heard the voice of the wife calling on the 
husband for assistance, that it was not answered by a 
ready, manly, and cheerful compliance. The neatness 
of the cottage, the farm-house, and the inn ; the clean, 
tidy, healthful, and vigorous look of the children ; 
united to attest the usefulness of the system. What 
renders all this more striking is the circumstance, that 
not only is labour in so great demand, but, contrary to 
the state of things in all the rest of Christendom, the 
women materially exceed the men in numbers. This 
seeming departure from what is almost an established 
law of nature, is owing to the emigration westward." f 
As regards the social influence of women, there is 
no reason to believe that it is not as great in America 
as in England, j: But there exists, no doubt, a con. 

* ** The employments of the women of New England are wholly 
domestic. The business which is abroad, is all performed by men. 
even in the humblest spheres of life.”— Dvdght. vol. i. p. 4()0. 

t Cooper's Notions, vol. 1. pp. 140^142.— From the census of 
11120. th^ appears to have bm at that time in New England, 
rather more than thirteen females to twelve males above the age of 
sixteen. 

t Captain B. Hall's authority as an obser^'cr in such a case, the 
Edinburgh Reviewers remark. •• is considerably shaken by what 
seems to us an extravagant exaggeration of the kind of influence 
exercised by the sex in England ; when he announces the existence 
there of a * necessity that all Englishmen, especially the highly 
gifted and ambitious, should carry with them the sympathy of the 
female portion of the class to which they belong.' '* In fact, our 
Traveller's observations on this sutdect. iiartake more of the gal. 
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giderable difference in their habits and in public man. 
ners. The American women are characterized gene* 
rally by a greater degree of reserve and coldness of 
manner, than even is imputed by foreigners to the 
English. The language of gallantry, Mr. Cooper says, 
is never tolerated. A married woman would con. 
aider it as an insult, and a girl would be apt to laugh 
in her adorer's face.” The married women are rarely 
seen foremost in the scenes of gayety ; but, between 
young persons of both sexes, great frankness of inter, 
course is permitted, without the least danger of its 
running into impropriety. Describing the ladies of 
New York, a French writer says : “ The women follow 
here in their dress the French fashions, but are entirely 
American in their manners ; that is to say, they devote 
almost their whole existence to the management (»f 
their families and the education of their children. 
They live in general very retired ; and although the 
greater number of them aro able to furnish the re. 
sources of an ag:reeable and lively conversation, they 
nevertheless occupy but little room in assemblies, where 
the young girls alone seem to iiave the right to reign. 
The latter, it is true, derive from natui’e and ediica. 
tion, all the means of pleasing. The unlimited liberty 
which they enjoy without ever abusing it, imparts to 
their manners a grace, a freedom, and. a modest care- 
lessness w'hich are not always found in onr saloons, 
where, under the name of reserve, we impose on our 
young girls so irksome a formality. If the American 
wives are remarkable for tlieir strict fidelity to the 
conjugal ties, the young women are not less so for 
their constancy to their engagements.”* 

lontry of the sailor, than of the refinement of true breeding ; and 
much Uiat he predicates of England, is true only of certain parts of 
It and certain classes. 

« La Fayette en Amdrique, tom. i. p. 25'J. 
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It is probable that the austere principles of the 
Puritan emigrants, may have left some traces of their 
influence in the graver manners of the New Englanders. 
In other parts of the United States, women attend 
races, balls, and ‘‘ fourth of July celebrations,*’ without 
any restriction. The sedentary habits of the women 
of New England, are adverted to by Dr. Dwight as 
unfavourable to their health and personal appearance. 
These are attributable, however, to neither puritanism 
nor democracy, but ^‘seem to be considered as inti- 
mately connected with the gentility of the female 
character.” Walking, he says, is very little practised, 
and riding on horseback is almost out of the ques- 
tion.” This neglect of siiflicient exercise, is adduced 
as one cause why the American women lose their 
beauty and the brilliancy of youth at an earlier period 
than the English.* The climate has probably some 
share in producing this result. But above all, the 
early age at which marriages almost universally take 
place, must be considered as having a material in- 
fluence, both physical and moral, on tlie health, habits, 
and manners of the women. 

“ The manners of the American women strike me,” 
says a female Writer, as peculiarly marked by 
sweetness, artlessness, and liveliness. There is about 
them, at least in my eyes, a certain untaught grace 
and gayety of the heart, equally removed from the 
studied English coldness and indifference, and the not 
less studied French vivacity and mannerism. They 
enter very early into society ; far too early, indeed, to 
be consistent with a becoming attention to the culti- 
vation of their minds. 1 am, however, acquainted 
with striking exceptions to this general practice. The 
society collected in large evening assemblies, is almost 
« Dwight, vol. Sv. p. 462. 
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«xclasx\rely composed of the unmarried young. A 
crowded room is in this way a pretty scene for 
a quiet observer to look into for half an hour; 
but, if lie has survived the buoyant spirits of first 
youth, he will then find it better to walk home 
again The youth of both sexes here enjoy a free- 

dom of intercourse unknown in the older and more 
formal nations of Europe. They dance, sing, walk, 
and ‘ run in sleighs* together, by sunshine and moon- 
shine, without the occurrence, or even the appre- 
hension of any impropriety. In this bountiful country, 
marriages are seldom dreaded as imprudent, and there- 
fore, no care is taken to prevent the contracting of 
early engagements. It is curious to see how soon 
these laughing maidens are metamorphosed into fond 
wives and attentive mothers, and these giddy youths 
into industrious citizens and thinking politicians.’* * 

The American youth of both sexes are, for the most 
part, married before they are two and twenty ; and it 
is not unusual, we are told, to see a girl of eighteen a 
wife and mother. Obvious and substantial as are the 
advantages attending early marriages, as regards the 
morals and happiness of a people, where they can be 
contracted without criminal improvidence, they are 
attended with serious drawbacks when they take place 
before either the physical constitution or the energies 
of the character can have reached maturity. And the 
general complexion of society must be robbed of some 
portion of its gayety, by thus shortening the period of 
youth, and by the early withdrawment of the gay and 
lovely from the more public circles. 

The climate of New England is distinguished by 
the general purity of the air, and the sudden and 

* Wxight, pp. 
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extreme variations in the temperature. The heat of 
an American summer, even in this high latitude, is 
excessive.* In the month of July, at Boston, Mr. 
Duncan found the thermometer at mid-day ranging 
from 80° to 90° Fahr. ; and one day, it stood at 81° 
at half past six a. ar. ; rose to 93° at noon ; to 96° 30' 
at half past two ; was at 94° at Ave F.ai. ; and at ten 
P.M., stood at 82°. The winters are much more 
severe than in Europe under the same parallels. The 
most remarkable peculiarity, however, is the violent 
transitions occasioned by the north-west winds. The 
thermometer will, at certain seasons, indicate a change 
of more than 30° in less than twenty-four hours, and 
Dr. Dwight states, that he has known it sink 48° 
within that perlod.f These winds have been attri- 
buted to the Great Lakes in the Interior ; but the 
learned Writer remarks, that they do not blow from 
that quarter, and that the country in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the lakes, enjoys a milder climate 
than those tracts which lie further eastward in the 
same latitudes. He is of opinion, that the only way 
in which their peculiar properties can be accounted 
for, is by supposing, that they descend from the upper 
regions of the atmosphere, where they form a superior 
current of colder and purer air than the under current 
of the atmosphere on the surface of the earth.J The 

* It is a remarkable circumstance common to both continents, 
that the western shores eiijoy a maritime climate decidedly milder 
than that of the interior; whereas the eastern shores of both Asia 
and America are but little atTected by their proximity to the ocean. 
The climate of New England greatly resembles that of Pekin. 

t <■ In the Carolinas and Georgia, a variation of 2XP in twenty- 
four hours is common. In Charleston, on the 17th of March, 1819, 
the thermometer fell 33P in twelve hours ; in 1751, 4G^ in sixteen 
hours.*' — Hodgson, voL ii. p. 285. 

t For the facts and reasonings by which this hyiioth^ is sup- 
ported, see Dwight, voU !• pp. 39—45. 
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influence of these winds on vegetation, Is specific and 
remarkable. Wood bums, during their prevalence, 
more rapidly and vividly, with a crackling flame $ 
and in the month of March, during which they blow 
with little intermission, all kinds of wood shrink and 
become dry in a greater degree than in the most 
intense heat of the summer sun. The atmosphere of 
New England is generally very pure> and the sky 
peculiarly bright. On comparing tlie meteorological 
journals kept there with those of Europe, it appears, 
that more days of dear sunshine occur there, than in 
any country of the eastern continent, Russia ex- 
cepted { notwithstanding that a larger quantity of rain 
falls there, diiefly from thunder-showers. These 
violent alternations of temperature must obviously 
be very trying to the constitution even of the natives, 
and are doubtless a principal cause of the prevalence 
of pulmonary complaints.^ The average proportion 
of deaths to the population, does not appear to be 
higher in New England, than In Europe ; but there is 
this remarkable difference ; that whereas the chances 
of attaining to the age of puberty are apparently more 
favimrable in New England, tlie number of deaths 
between that age and forty, is in a much higher 
proportion.-|- In the middle and western States, but 

* Of the diseases of New England, Uie most extensively fatal. 
Dr. Dwight says, is pulmonary consumption. The natural causes 
are, the fteverity, aud especially the frequent sudden changes of 
the weather. Tlie artificial ones are intemperance, prevailing to 
a considerable extent among people of the lowest class, and unhap- 
pily not altogether confined to them ; a sedentary life ; and the 
mode of dress. A new disease,” called the spotted fever, and 
the spurious pcrlpneumony have occasionally committed gieat 
ravages in New England and other parts. — See Dwight, vol. i. 
pp. (lO, 38. 

t Dr. Dwight asserts, that whereas in most parts of Europe the 
chance of living to five yean of age is as one to two, in New Eng- 
TART 1X1, X 
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especiall)^ in the southern, human life is, on the 
'average, decidedly shorter. But instances of re- 
markable longevity are upon record.* 

To an Englishman, the extremes and sudden vari- 
ations of the atmosphere are not less disagreeable than 
the moisture of our insular climate is to foreigners.*!* 
Mr. Hodgson bears testimony to the extreme clear- 
ness and transparency of the atmosphere in New 
England, whidi enhances in a peculiar degree the 
beauty of the scenery. “ Indeed,’* ho adds, “ a com- 
mon landscape is often rendered beautiful by the ex- 
treme distinctness with which eveiy outline is de- 
fined, or the vivid colouring with which, at sunset, 
the air itself seems suiFused. Compared with an 
English atmosphere in its effects on scenery, it always 
reminded me of the difference between plate and com- 
mon glass. 1 do not know whether the purity of tho 

land, the chance is one to two of living to seventeen. In Europe* 
the number of individuals under sixteen years of age, is reckoned 
to bo one-third of the population ; and those above forty-five, one- 
fourth. In the United States, the number under sixteen, is one- 
half; and tlie number above forty-five, scarcely an eighth ; but, in 
Connecticut, in 1800, those under sixteen, were not quite one-half; 
and those above forty-five, rather more than a sixth. — Dwight, 
vol. 1. p. 58. 

« At Northampton in Mass«:husett8, of those who died within 
a given period, one in four survived the age of seventy ; and at 
Conconl, in the same State, of 232 who died within thirteen years, 
97 had exceeded that age. Dr. Dwight gives a list of individuals, 
natives of dilferent parts of the Union, who attained the .ages of 
100, 104, 107, and upwards.— Dwight, vol. i. p. 04. 

t ** Were our atmosphere equally moist with yours,** says Dr. 
Dwight, <*tlie most intense heals of our sky would scarcely be 
tolerable. Our climate is, alternately, severely cold and severely 
hot. The damp, the wet, and the mud of liis own country, the 
Englishman is accustomed to from his infancy, and therefore 
thinks notliing of them; although the same weather, when it 
exists here, is more disagreeable to us than our beat and cold.'*— 
Dwight, vol. i, p. 66. ; vol. iv. p. 338. 
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atmosphere does not add still more to the beauty of a 
moonlight scene. A winter moonlight night in Ame- 
rica, when the ground is covered with snow, is really 
like enchantment. 1 am not, however, enamoured of 
the climate ; or, at least, I have deliberately decided 
in favour of our own, — ^the vicissitudes here being 
very sudden, and the extremes formidable. But there 
are, and very frec^uently, days so beautiful, that 1 feel 
as if I would pay almost any price for the enjoyment 
they bring.” * 

Among the natural advantages of New England 
are to be reckoned, its numerous harbours and inlets, 
fronted, for the most part, with islands ; its finely 
varied surface ; and the abundant supply of good water 
in the shape of springs and wells, brooks and mill- 
streams, lakes and rivers. Tlie principal rivers are, 
the Connecticut, the Hooestennuc, and the Thames, 
whidi flow into Long Island Sound ; the Merrimac, 
which falls into the Atlantic at Newburyport; the 
I’iscataqua, the Saco, the Ameriscoggin (or Andros- 
coggin), the Kennebec, the Penobscot, and the Shoodac 
or St. Croix, all of which fall into the sea on the eastern, 
coast. The most beautiful feature of the country is 
the Valley of the Connecticut, which intersects New 
England from north to south, extending through al- 
most four degrees of latitude. This beautiful river, 
which takes its rise iii the highlands that separate 
New Hampshire from Lower Canada, flowing south- 
wai'd, divides New Hampshire on the west from Ver- 
mont, and then passing through Massachusetts and 
the State to which it gives name, falls into the Sound, 
not far from its entrance. Beauty of landscape. Hr. 
Dwight say.<i, is an eminent characteristic of this 
valley. From Hereford mountain to Saybrook^ uear 


• Hodgson, voL il. pp. 281-'3. 
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its mouth, it is almost a continued' succession of de- 
lightful scenery ; and he expresses his persuasion, that 
no other tract of equal extent in the United States, 
can, in this respect, be compared with it.'i* The river 
is navigable, for vessels drawing ten feet water, ;to 
Middletown, thirty-six miles ; and, for those drawing 
eight feet, fourteen miles further, to Hartford, whicli 
enjoys, alternately with Newhaven, the honours of a 
provincial or State capital. 

Captain Basil Hall proceeded from Boston to Pro- 
vidence, the capital of Rhode Island ; and thence, 
over a rugged, hilly, disagreeable road, to Hartford in 
Connecticut. Here, he visited three important esta- 
blishments, all of first-rate excellence in their re- 
spective lines; the State Prison (upon the Auburn 
plan), the Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, and the 
Institution for the Insane, where the moral treatment 
and the system of gentleness are carried even still 
further than in England. The institutions of Hart- 
ford,” says this Traveller, ‘‘which indeed are not 
to be excelled anywhere, not only do high honour to 
this part of the Union, but are every way creditable to 
the nation generally." From Hartford, he proceeded 
to Newhaven ; but, for a description of this town and 
the general aspect of the country, we must avail our- 
selves of the more graphic pages of Mr. Duncan. 

NEWHAVEN. 

“ There is nothing in Britain," says this Traveller, 
“ that bears any resemblance to a New England town, 
and it is not easy to convey an idea of its singular 
neatness. The houses are generally of wood, painted 
white^ and decorated with Venetian blinds of a bril- 

• A minute topographical deacrlption of .the. Valley is given by 
Dr, Dwight in his second volume. 
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liant green. The solid frame-work of the walls ia 
covered jextemally with thin planks, called by Ame- 
ricans, clapboards, which overlap each other from the 
eaves downward, and serve effectually to exclude rain. 
The roof is covered with shingles, which are thin 
slips of wood put on like slates, and painted of a dark 
blue. The buildings are, in general, al>out two stories 
in height ; the door is decorated with a neat portico ; 
and very frequently a projecting piazza, most grateful 
in hot weather,, with benches under it, extends along 
the whole front of the house. Mouldings and minute 
decorations of various kinds are carried round the 
principal projections. A garden is not unfrequent 
behind, and a neat wooden railing in front, inclosing 
a grass-plot and a few trees. Such houses would soon 
look rusty and weather-beaten were they in our cli- 
mate ; but they enjoy here a purer atmosphere, and 
the smoke of coal fire is unknown. The }iainting is 
renewed once a-year, which serves to preserve the 
wood for a long time. The churches, or meeting- 
houses, as they are more generally called, are, in the 
smaller towns, also of wood, and, with the addition 
of a steeple and a gilt weather-cock, resemble very 
much the other buildings. In the large towns, they 
are of brick or stone, but retain generally the green 
Venetian blinds upon the windows. The streets are 
wide, and run off, at right angles to each other, 
from a large open square covered with green turf, 
in the centre of the town; the churches, town- 
house, and an inn or two, not unfrequently front 
this green. Gravel walks skirt many of the streets, 
and occasionally rows of limes or poplars. The agree- 
able succession of gardens, grass-plots, trees, foot- 
walk's, and buildings, gives an air of rural quietness to 
the town ; and the open space which frecjuently inters 
X 3 
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venes between one bouse and another, prevents' mudi 
of the danger which would otherwise arise from fire. 
Everything betokens an unusual share of homely 
simplicity and comfort, and the absence at once of 
great riches and of great poverty. 

** New Haven possesses most of the distinctive pe- 
culiarities which I have now noticed, but combines 
with them much of the compactness, durability, and 
bustle which we usually consider inseparable from a 
town. The churches and a great many of the dwelling 
houses are of brick, a few even of stoni!,* and two or 
three of the streets are very closely built. The nu- 
merous buildings also of Yale College, all of brick, and 
constructed with regularity and neatness, complete its 
daims to superiority. 

“ The country round New Haven is very pictu- 
resque. Behind the town, at a distance of about two 
miles, is an amphitheatre of rugged hills, not unlike 
some of our Scottish scenery ; in front is an inlet from 
Jjong Island Sound, aflTording a safe and commodious 
harbour ; to the right and left, a richly cultivated 
country, relieved by patches of forest; and in wide 
expanse before it, the blue waves of the sea rolling in 

* The original churches' In Newhaven are described by Dr. 
Dwight, as « barely decent structures but In 1812, all the con- 
gr^ations voted, that they would take down their churches and 
build new ones. Accordingly, two of them commenced the work in 
1813, and a thinl in 1814. These three are all placed on the western 
side of Temple^treet, which is 100 feet wide, facing an open square. 

The Presbyterian churclies arc of Grecian architecture. The 
Episcopal church is a Gothic building, the only correct specimen. 
It is believed, in the United States. Few structures devoted to the 
same purpose on this side the Atlantic, are equally handsome.**— 
Dwight, vol. i. p. 154. In one of the congregational or Presby- 
terian churches, Mr. Duncan says, an organ has been introduced, 
but with a special stipulation that no voluntary shall be allowed to 
break in upon the solemnity of worship. 
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magnificence. Two bare precipices, called East and 
West Rock, 400 feet high and about two miles apart, 
form part of the semi-circular range. They are pro- 
minent features in the landscape ; and events in the 
annals of our native country with which they are as- 
sociated, impart to them that traditional charm which 
is so often wanting in American scenery. In the fast- 
nesses of these rocks, some of the regicides of Charles 
I. found shelter from their pursuers, when the agents 
of his profligate son hunted them for their lives.” * 

Of the individuals referred to, President Dwight 
has communicated some highly interesting particulars. 
About three miles N. £. from Northampton in the 
Connecticut Valley, and 90 miles due W. of Boston, 
is the little town of Hadley. In this town,” says 
the learned Writer, resided for fifteen or sixteen 
years, the celebrated regicides, Ooife and Whalley. 
They came hither in the year 1654, and lived in the 
house of the Reverend Mr. Russell, the minister. 
Whalley died in his house. Some years since, the 
house was pulled down by Mr. Gayland, the proprie- 
tor, when the bones of Whalley were found buried just ^ 
without the cellar wall, in a kind of tomb formed of 
mason-work, and covered with flags of hewn stone. 
After his decease, Ooife quitted Hadley, and went into 
Connecticut, and afterwards, according to tradition, 
to the neighbourhood of New York. Hero he is said 
to have lived some time, and, the better to disguise 

* Duncan, vo). i. pp. 94 — is generally believed. Captain 
D. Hall saya. that their place of security was a dark cavern, formed 
by the overhanging rocks, a mile or two to the eastward of some 
basaltic cliffk, which, in their geological character, height, and 
picturesque appearance, exactly resemble Salisbury Crags, near 
Edinburgh, except in being clad with a forest of young oak, in- 
tcrmlxeil with the cactus. ' The retreat of tlie fugitives Is still 
called •• the Judge's Cave,’*— B. Hall, vol. ii. p. 292. 



356 


NORTH AMERICA. 


himself, to have carried vegetables at times to mai'ket. 
It is said, that having been discovered here, he retired 
secretly to the colony of Rhode Island, and there lived 
with a son of M^halley, the remainder of his life. 
The following story has been traditionally conveyed 
down among the inhabitants of Hadley. 

“ In the course of Philip’s war,* which involved 
almost all the*Iiidian tribes iii']Vew England, and, 
among others, those in the neighbourhood of this 
town, the inhabitants thought it proper to observe 
the Ist of September, 1675, as a day of fasting and 
prayer. While they were in the church, and em- 
ployed in their worship, they were surprised by a l»and 
of savages. The people instantly betook themselves 
to their arms, which, according to the custom of the 
times, they bad carried with them to the church, 
and rushing out, attacked their invaders. The panic 
under which they began the conflict, was, however, 
so great, and their number was so disproportioiied 
to that of their enemies, that they fought doubt- 
fully at first, and in a short time began evidently 
to give way. At this moment, an ancient man, with 
hoary locks, of a most venerable and dignified aspect, 
and ill a dress widely differing from that of the in- 
habitants, appeared suddenly at their head, and with a 
firm voice and an example of undaunted resolution, 
re -animated their courage, led them again to the con- 
flict, and totally routed the savages. When the battle 
was ended, the stranger disappeared, and no one knew 
whence he had come, or whither he had gtme. The 
relief was so timely, so sudden, so unexpected, so pro- 
vidential ; the appearance and retreat of him who had 

* The tragical dcatli of this high-minded but unfortunate chief, 
rhillp of Pokanoket, forma the subject of an affecting paper in Mr, 
Irving's Sketdi Hook. 



I^ORTfiC AMRRTdA. 357 

fumished it were so unaccountable^; his person was so 
dignified and commanding, his resolution so superior, 
and his interference so dedsive, that the inhabitants, 
without any uncommon exercise of credulity, readily 
believed him to be an angel sent by Heaven for their 
preservation. Nor was this opinion seriously contro- 
verted, until it was discovered, years afterwards, that 
Goife and Whalley had been lodged in the house of 
JVlr. Russell. Then it was known that their deliverer 
was Ooffe; Whalley having become superannuated 
some time before the event took place. There is an 
obscure and very doubtful tradition, that Ooflo also 
was buried here.** ♦ 

Colonel Dixwell, another of the King's Judges, we 
learn from other authority, found shelter also in Ame- 
rica. He visited his fellow exiles in their conceal- 
ment, and being himself unknown, settled and married 
at Newhaven under the name of James Davids. By 
that name he signed his will, but there he adds it to 
his own. His tomb-stone is shewn at Newhaven with 
only the initials ^ I. D. Esq. deceased March 13th, in 
the 82d year of his age, 1G88.* Another stone, with 
the initials, ^ E. W. Esq.* is traditionally supposed to 
mark the grave of Whalley : — ^if it be so, his bones 
must have been removed there by Dixwell ; an affect- 
ing act of pious friendship.*’ f 

I have seen both the grave-stones alluded to,’* says 
hir. Duncan : they still stand in the old burying- 
ground behind one of the churches. The inscription 
on the first is in rude characters, and is thus arranged : 

L;D. Esqr. 

Decea^ March yo 
18 in ye year of 
hlH agcj KiStt*. . 


Dwight, vol. i. pp. 317, 318i t Quu* Rev,, voh il. p. 324. 
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The other stone, which has been supposed to com- 
memorate Whalley, must have been erected over some 
other person whose name and history have lieen lost ; 
for the date, which has generally been read 1G88, is in 
reality, 1858. The mistake^has arisen from a slight 
injury which the stone has received, and which has 
imparted to the figure 5 something of the shape of an 
8, although it is still quite possible to decipher its ori- 
ginal form. None of these relics will long survive. 
The ancient burying-ground is no longer used ; the 
fence round it has gone to decay ; and the moss-grown 
grave-stones are rapidly disappearing under the dilapi- 
dating attacks of idlers, who are daily defacing these 
frail memorials of the dust which sleeps below.’*' 

The new cemetery which has sprung from the 
ashes of the old one, in simplicity of arrangement and 
elegance of monumental decoration, leaves at a great 
distance all others that 1 have anywhere seen. It is in 
shape an oblong square, divided by a regular succession 
of avqnues, crossing each other at right angles, and 
skirted by rows of Lombardy poplars. * The divisions 
which arc thus formed, are subdivided into spaces suf- 
ficient for family burying-places, wliich are surrounded 
with a neat wooden railing, painted white. There is 
scarcely a grave whicli has not a monument of one 
kind or other ; and with the exception of those trans- 
ferred from the old burying-ground, tliey are almost 
universally of white or green marble. Some of those 
of white marble were executed in Italy. The green 
marble is found in abundance about two miles off, and 

• The whole of tlve old gravc-stoncs, with the exception of the 
two above referred to, were, in July 1821, removed to the new 
cemetery. The ground has been levelled and sown with graiu, and 
a marble slab affixed on the wall of the church, alone records the 
use to which it was formerly approprifited. 
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ia thought by some to bear a dose resemblance to the 
verd antique. The monuments consist of obelisks, 
tables, and upright slabs at the head and foot of the 
grave. The obelisks are ranged in the centre of the 
principal subdivisions, in parallel rows, and at right 
angles to eadi other. The inscriptions, which are cut 
on the white marble, are generally painted black ; 
those on the green are gilt, and have a very rich effect. 

While the monuments in the old burying-ground 
seem devoted to min, those in the new one, although 
accessible to every passenger, are treated with the 
most scrupulous respect. A neat fence surrounds 
the cemetery ; but openings are left at regular 
intervals, from which numerous foot-walks cross the 
ground. The soil is composed of a light sand, and 
shoots from the poplars are springing up so nu- 
merously, that they threaten to over-nin it. Except 
the sliglit wooden railing, there is no kind of fence 
round the graves ; they are altogether free from 
those unsightly cages of cost iron by which our burying- 
groiinds in Glasgviw are disflgiired, and the enclosures 
are not defaced by those quaint emblems of mortality 
and grief, which so often, with us, betray the bad taste 
of the proprietors. A becoming respect is shewn to 
the memory of the departed ; and an air of impressive 
solemnity pervades the whole enclosure, which is not 
counteracted by any of those lugubrious, and not un- 
frequently ludicrous allegorical devices, and misapplied 
quotations from Scripture, which meet us at every 
step in our more ancient repositories of the dead. I 
have visited every shrine in Westminster Abbey, and 
have heard the marble-hearted verger dole out, in 
monotonous cadence, the dreary catalogue of names 
which are entombed and commemorated there. The 
damp of the long-drawu aisles chilled me to the heart $ 
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and I trod over the ashes of monardbs, baronSj and 
crusading knights, whose sculptured figures, scattered 
around^ were covered with the mutilations and dust of 
many generations ; yet, I doubt whether sympathy 
witli my kindred dust were as strongly excited there, 
as in the burying-ground at Newhaven.” * 

The population of Ncwhaven in 1820, was 8328 
souls ; and there were seven places of public worship ; 
the College Chapel, three Congregational, one Episco- 
palian (formed in 1705), one Alethodist (1807), and- 
one Baptist chapel. The state of society in an Ame- 
rican town of some standing, may be judged of from 
the following list, taken in the year 1811, of the dif- 
ferent classes into which the population of Newhaven 
was distributed 


Houses engaged in foreign'^ ^ 

Stores of dry goods 41 

Grocery stores 43 

Ship-chandlcryi do 4 

Wholesale hardwarej do... 2 
— — — dry goods, do. . . 3 

■ ■ glass and china. . I 

Furriers', do. 1 

Apothecaries*, do 10 

Traders in lumber 6 

■ ■ paper-hangings . 1 

Shoe stores 0 

— and bookmakers...... 30 

Hat manufacturers 7 

stores 5 

Book stores 4 

Rope-walks 3 

Sail-lofts 2 

Ship-yard 1 


Butchers 17 

Bakers 5 

Tallow-chandlers 5 

Brass-founders 2 

Braziers 3 

Blackimiths 20 

Bell-founder 1 

Tanners 0 

Carriage-makers 0 

Goldsmiths 7 

Watchmakers 4 

Harness-makers 4 

Cabinet-makers 5 

Carpenters and joiners .... 50 

Comb-makers 3 

Windsor-diair-makers 4 

Masons 15 

Tailors 2G 

Cooiiexs 14 

Stone-cutters 3 


• Duncan, vol. i. pp. 100—103. This cemetery, which Captain 

B. Hall speaks of as “ one of the prettiest burying-places** he ever 
saw, originally comprised an area of ten acres, but is now extended 
to twenty. It owes its origin to the public spirit of the Honourable 
Jt HUlhouie, who purchased the ground in 1790. 
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“ The New England character,” Mr. Duncan re- 
marks, “ is very favourably exhibited in Newhaven, 
where the simplicity and sincerity of the ancient Puri- 
tans may still be seen strongly marked in their de- 
scendants. Plain and frugal in their domestic habits, 
they exhibit little of that artificial polish which, like 
varnish, frequently disguises very worthless materials ; 
and a stranger is not mortified by professions without 
services, and show without substance..... .There is a 

grammar-school in Newhaven, endowed from a legacy 
by one of the governors of the State, named Hopkins, 
in which youths are prepared for college, and which 
enjoys a respectable reputation. There are also two 
other seminaries of a kind superior to the district- 
scliools.f Of the minor schools, the teachers of about 

* * Dwight/ vol. 1. p. 1.5C. A Rimilar list of the occupations In a 
new settlement, with which this may be compared. Is given at page 
StGo of this volume. One of the clergymen was bishop of the Epis- 
copal church of Connecticut ; and one, far advanced in life, was 
without a cure. Most of the lawyers in the county. Dr. Dwight 
remarks, reside at Newhaven ; and tlie physicians practise exten- 
sively In the surrounding country. Shoes, saddles, and harness^ 
were manufactured for exportation. 

t The district schools of Connecticut arc supported out of a fUnd 
created by the sale of lands belonging to this State, to that of Pennsyl- 
vania. This fund now yields an income of about 18,00(il. sterling, 
which is distributed among a population of about 2(15,000 persons s 
PART nr. Y 
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three-foortliB are females, according to the ancient 
English custom. Even the poor blacks participate in 
the prevalent taste for education, for there are two 
schools at Newliaven appropriated to them. Many of 
them, I am assured, are able to read, write, and keep 
accounts, and are, in their own sphere of life, useful 
and respectable members of society. In building Long 
Wharf, two black men were contractors for executing 
a considerable part of the work, where the water is 
sixteen feet deep.*’* 

The chief ornament and attraction of Newhaven 
remains to be noticed, — ^its college, the rival of Har- 
vard University in literary respectability, and honour- 
ably distinguished from it by the orthodoxy of its 
religious character. The buildings of Yale College 
make a conspicuous appearance when entering the 
town from the eastward ; and the effect is considerably 
heightened by three churdies which stand at a little 
distance in front, in a parallel line. The ground be- 
tween the college and the churches, is neatly divided 
and enclosed, and ornamented with trees. The college 
buildings are eight in number. The front line consists 
of four plain, but uniform structures of brick, four 
stories high, containing apartments for the students ; 
the intervals being occupied by a chapel with a spire, 

presenting the singular circumstance of a larger sum being paid out 
of the public treasury for the education of the people, than is re- 
ceived by it in the shape of taxes of every kind I In most districts, 
however, the funds are not suificlcnt to support the schools for 
more than half or two-thirds of the year. In many of them, the 
school is diut during the remainder of the year ; in others, the in- 
hahitanU assess themselves to support it during the interval. ** 1 
believe it is next to impossible,” says Mr. Duncan, ■* to discover 
In the State a white native who cannot read and write.”*-Duncan, 
voL 1. pp. 109, 1 10. 

* Duncan, vol. 1. pp. 108^ 112* 
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a lyoeum with a belfry, and a space for a correspondent 
edifice : two other buildings are behind.* 

Yale College was originally established at Saybrook, 
in the year 1700, and was incorporated by the ooloniid 
legislature in the following year. The project of 
establishing a college in Connecticut, appears to have 
been seriously entertained fifty years before ; but it 
was checked, Dr. Dwight informs us, by well-founded 
remonstrances from the people of Massachusetts, who 
justly urged, that the whole population of New 
Kngland was scarcely sufficient to support one institu- 
tion of this nature, and that the establishment of a 
second would endanger the prosperity of both. These 
objections put a stop to the design for the time ; it was 
not, however, lost sight of. In 1713) the infant Insti- 
tution was removed by the Trustees to Newhaven. It 
was originally intended simply for the education of 
young men for the ministry; but, as it gathered 
strength from individual liberality and public patron- 
age, the range of its plan of study was gradually 
extended, until it now embraces the more essential 
parts of a complete literary, scientific, and medical 
education. 

The college received its name in commemoration of 
the beneficence of the Honourable Elihu Yale, a son of 
one of the first settlers,f who went to England in early 

* The original colleges were oiily.three in number, named, Con- 
necticut Hall, Union Hall, and Berkeley Hall : a fourth was added 
in 1021. 

t His father, Thomas Yale, Esq., was descended of an ancient 
and respectable family in Wales, which for many generations |iob- 
sessed the manor of Plas Grannow, near Wrexham. He came firom 
England with the first colonists of Newhaven. In this town his 
son Ellhu was bom, April 5, 1648. He went to England at ten 
years of age; to India, at thirty, where he resided about twenty 
years ; and died st Wfexbam# July 8, 1721.— Dwight, vol. i. p. 168, 
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to India, where he became governor 
mf Madraa ; andr ok .his zeturk to England, he was 
eleote4 goMmor of' the East India Company. From 
this gentlesoan, the College received donations at 
various times betweiasL 1714 and 1?18, to the amount 

600A sterling ; and a short time before his death, 
he directed aiiother benefaction to the same amount 
to be transmittbd, but it was never received. Another 
of its early benefactors w^ the celebrated Dean 
Berkeley, aftenvards Bishoj^ of Cloyne, w^o came to 
America in the'year 17^, f<n^ the purpose of establish- 
ing a college in the Island of Bermuda ; a project to 
which he nobly sacrificed considerable property, as 
well as time and labour.. His eflTorts being frustrated 
by the failure of the promised support from Govern- 
ment, he presented to this Institution a farm which 
he had purchased in Rhode Island,*^ and afterwards 
transmitted to it from England a very valuable col- 
lection of books, — the finest that ever came together 
at one time into America.*' Sir Isaac Newton and 
many other distinguished men presented their works 
to the library. 

Although founded under the sanction of the colonial 
legislature, and partially endowed by it, the^Collego 
was for a long time indebted for its support chiefly to 
individual patronage : the whole amount bestowed by 
the colonial legislature during the first ninety years of 
its existence, did not much exceed 4500/. sterling. 
But when the Federal Government was consolidated, 
a grant was made, in 1798, to Yale College, out of 

* This form was In the neighbourhood of Newport* near the 
■outh'Westem extremity of Rhode Island* which, previously to the 
American Revolution* ranked as the fourth commercial town in 
the British Colonies* and contained 9000 inhabitants. Here Bishop 
lierkdey.for^aome time resided. 
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a fund created by uncpllected arrearrnf wuvtai^' 
by which ultimately .60^000 doUara (13,600/.) werfli 
realised ; and to this day, nearly the...vhble; .of the. 
funded income arises from this'source.* The affairs of 
the College are under the supcurinlendenoe of aBoard 
Trustees, consisting of the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor of the State, six of the seaat(||rs, and eleven 
clergymen. The faculty consists of a^President, nine 
professors, and six tutors. The course, as at Harvard 
University, extends through four years. 

In Y^e College,’* says Mr. Duncan, the ad- 
vantages of the English and the Scottish systems of 
education seem to be in a great measure combined. 
The scope for original dispiission and elegance of 
illustration which lecturing affords, is connected with 
the more laborious and effective discipline of tutori|^ 
and examination. The whole of the classes are sub- 
jected to a rigorous scrutiny twice in each year. 
The stimulating system of prizes, is partially in use* 
Bishop Berkeley established a prize fund, which yields 
annually 150 dollars : this is given in premiums of 50 
dollars (11/. 5s.) each, to the students in different 
classes who pass the best examination in Latin and 
Greek. A few others of inferior amount are given 
for specimens of Latin and English composition, and 
for public declamation. These premiums are bestowed 
privately. The Medical School which is in connexion 
with Yale College, is of recent institution, but already 
bears an honourable reputation. The expense of edu- 
cation is rather less than at Harvard. I believe that 
few students can keep their expenditure much under 
100/. a year ; and some of the more extravagant fre- 
quently expend twice as much. The President has an 
annual salary of about 450/. sterling ; the Professors, 
from 270 /. to 340/. In the medical department^ th^ 
r 3 
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Professor Teoeives no other salary than the fses of the 
students, with the exception of one, who has an annual 
stipend of 90/. The professors of chemistry and mathe- 
matics, besides their salaries as academical professors, 
have half of the fees received from medical students 
and strangers who attend their dasses." The College 
library contains nearly 8000 volumes. Connected 
with the philosophical department is a most commo- 
dious and well furnished laboratory. The cabinet of 
minerals is by far the finest in America, and there are 
few in' Europe that surpass it.* In November 1820, 
the number of students in Yale College was, resident 
graduates, 31 ; academical students, 319 ; medical 
students, €2 : total, 412.f 

As Harvard University has its literary journal, the 
North American Review, of which the reputed Editor 
is (or was) Professor Everett ; so, Yale College sends 
forth, under the very able auspices of Professor Silli- 
man, the American Journal of Science. From their 

« This superb collection, whidi Is partly private property, was 
formed by combining two European cabinets; that of M. Gigot 
D'Orcy of Paris, one of tlie farmers-gencral under Louis XV 1.. who 
was guillotined during the sway of Robespierre, and that of Count 
Roxamuskl, a Russian nobleman somotime resident at Lausanne. 
To tills collection, containing about ]0,OUO well selected specimens, 
are added between five and six thousand more, the property of tlic 
College and of Professor Sllllman. 

t Duncan, vol. 1. pp. 127—151. A very detaUed account of the 
discipline and course of study at Yale College, drawn from official 
sources, will be found in this work, followed by a comiiarlsoii be- 
tween the American and the Scottish systems of university educa- 
tion, instituted in a spirit of enllghtencil candour by the aide and 
accomplished Writer. A copious history of the college is given by 
Dr. Dwight, (vol. i. pp. 167—181,) who presided over it with dis- 
tinguished ability Arom I’JOS till his death in 181 7. His theological 
lectures, reprinted in this country in .*> vols.Svo. (18lf)), deservedly 
rank. as a standard publiration. To his wisdom, firmness, and 
ability, Yale College is mainly indebted fox its xespeclability and 
orthodox character. 



NORTH AMBRICA. 


367 

very diffarent natui^ these Jmiraals ean ‘hardly be 
considered as rival publications : both are highly 
creditable to the ability and attainments of their re- 
spective conductors. 

Princeton, in New Jersey, (about 43 miles N. E. 
from Philadelphia, and 53 from New York,) is the 
seat of a third college, which has had the honour of 
sending out some of the most distinguished orators and 
statesmen that America has produced . It was founded 
in 1738, and gradually attained to a highly repectable 
rank as a literary institution ; particularly during the 
presidency of the venerable Dr. Witherspoon, who was 
invited from Scotland to occupy that honourable situa- 
tion.* The college contained in 1818, 150 students. 
Were the institution established upon a more liberal 
scale, Mr. Duncan remarks, it is probable, from its 
local advantages, that its students would soon out- 
number those of any other American college. Situate 
midway between New York and Philadelphia, its 
proximity to both, gives it a decided advantage over 
both Harvard and Yale. To the immense territory 
south and west of Philadelphia, it as yet the nearest 
academical institution of any considerable reputation, 
and will certainly, if other things are equal, obtain a 
preference to those that are two or three hundred miles 
further^off. The wealthiest families in the Union,’ and 

* '* It is remarkable,** says Dr. Morse, " that all the presidents 
of this Collefe, except Dr. Witherspoon, were removed by death very 
soon after their election into office.” The Rev. Jonatlian Dickinson, 
elected 1740, died 1747* The Rev. Aaron Burr, elected 1748, died 

1757. The Rev. Jonathan Edwards, elected 1758, died the same 
year. He was succeeded by the Rev. Samuel Davies, the author 
of some of the best sermons In the language, who died in 17G0. 
The Rev. Dr. Finley, who succeeded him in 1701, died in 17GG. 
Dr. Witherspoon was dccted in 1707^ and held the office upwards 
of twenty years. 
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those who scatter money most lavishly, belong to the 
southern part of it ; and if a University can be sup- 
ported any where on a liberal scale, they are able 
to do it.” • 

A theological academy was, in 1811, founded at 
Princeton, by the Presbyterian Churdi of the United 
States, in pursuance of an act of the General Assembly. 
The funds for its establishment were derived partly 
from congregational collections, and partly from private 
subscriptions. The students amounted, in 1818, to 
about eighty. The tuition is altogether gratuitous. 
From the proximity of this institution to the college, 
it was anticipated, that results mutually beneficial 
would aocnie ; and their combined advantages will be 
a strong inducement to many young men to select 
Princeton as their place of study. 

At Andover, in Massachusetts, there is a similar 
institution, but on a more munificent scale, founded 
in 1818, in connexion with the New England Con- 
gregational (3hurch. It had its origin,” Mr. Duncan 
infoiTns us, in the lilierality of three or four wealthy 
individuals, [who not only bestowed funds sufficient 
for the commencement of the academy, but, as it was 
observed to rise in usefulness and reputation, gra- 
dually enlarged the amount of their munificent con- 
tributions, till it has become possessed of several 
commodious buildings, and of four endowed professor- 
ships, worth, it is said, from 300i. to 4001. sterling a 
year. The brandies for which they are appointed, 
are, biblical literature, sacred rlietoric, ecclesiastical 

• Duncan, vol. i. p. 171. The system and discipline of Prince- 
ton Collie are much the same as at Yale College, except that the 
different departments of instruction are divided among fewer 
professors and tutors. 
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histoiy, and'BysteniBtic theology : with these they 
combine the other departments of a theological educa- 
tion^ and the establishment is probably as practically 
useful as if the professorships were more numerous. 
The <diair8 are said to be reputably filled; one of 
them indeed by a gentleman of high celebrity through- 
out the whole Union. Besides these advantages, 
Andover possesses about forty scholarships, which are, 
however, less in individuid amount than the two at 
Princeton.” * In 1821 — 2, the number of students in 
this academy amounted to 132. The present Profes- 
sor of Sacred Literature, the Rev. Moses Stuart, has 
laid Biblical students under considerable obligations 
by several works which have been reprinted in this 
country. 

Cornwall, in Connecticut, is the seat of another 
theological seminary, which daims an honourable 
mention : it is called the Foreign Mission School, and 
is devoted to the instruction of young natives of 
foreign countries, with the view of qualifying them to 
return home as missionaries or teachers. It was 
founded in 1809, and contained in 1822, eighteen 
pupils ; namely, 6 Sandwich Islanders, 1 New Zea- 
lander, 1 Malay, 1 Chinese, 1 Cherokee, 1 Oneida, 
1 Tuscarora, 1 Caughnawaga, and 2 Stoc^bridge In- 
dians, with 3 natives of the United States, intending 
to be foreign missionaries. In March 1823, two 
young Greeks reached America from Malta, one fifteen, 
and the other eleven years of age, who had come over 
for the sole purpose of enjoying the benefit of this 
schod.i* Such an institution reflects the highest 

• Duncan* voL J. p. 179. In 1822* the private benefactions to 
this theological academy* since its fouadatioHi had amounted very 
nearly to 100*000/. sterling. 

. t Duncan* vol. 1. pp. 179 — 181. 
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honoiir one ihe philanthropy and enlightened policy of 
its projectors and supporters* 

We must here take leave of Near England, and at 
the same time, of t]^ learned President of Yale Col. 
1^, whose accurate and valuable, though tedious 
volumes contain the fullest topographical descrip, 
tiou of this interestiug section of the United States.* 
In Connecticut, we have the most perfect specimen, 
perhaps, of a pure democracy, in alliance with the re- 
presentative principle, tempered by the steady habits 
and religious character of the population, and by the 
influence of the clergy, that has ever been realized. The 
ofiicers of the State are all elective ; yet, the incum. 
bents,’* Dr. Dwight remarks, except those who 
belong to the house of representatives, hold them 
with a stability unparalleled under any monarchy in 
Europe.*’ The father, son, and grandson of the 
family of Wyllys held the office of secretary, in suc- 
cession, more than a century, and the grandson left 
it by resignation. The J udges, though Bonually elected 
by the legislature, have held their ofiices, with scarcely 
an exception, through life. The governors of the State 
are annually chosen by the people ; yet, from 1605 to 
1817, thei'e occur but nineteen changes, some of which 

* An abridgement of these Travels, in which the topographical 
and historical information should be given in a compressed form, 
omitting the numerous repetitions aail trivial details, and substi- 
tuting for the desultory epistolary form, a proper arrangement.— 
would be of far more value than the work in its present shape. An 
amended publication 'of this description* is due to thc.memory of 
the learned Author, and to the public. Within our prescribed 
limits, it has been impossible to include even an abstract of the 
multUiu'lous informatioii scattered through 2000 closely printed 
pagee. 
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Vfere re-electicms of an individual who had previously 
served the office. One highly respected member of 
the legfislature^ resigned his seat at the council-board, 
aftOT he had sat there more than fifty yean. There 
is no country,*’ continues’ this truly patriotic and en- 
lightened Anglo-American, where privileged orden 
do not exist, iti which magistrates have been generally 
held in so high respect.*' This is the consequence 
of their long continuance in public office. Under these 
circumstances, he remarks, the strength of personal 
attachment comesin aid of the other bonds of society 
and the other means of supporting Government, 
which, in the hands of those who have long enjoyed 
the respect and confidence of their fellow citiasens, is 
felt to be the government of friends ; and the attachment 
to the men is naturally associated with the measures. 

The whole force of this affection does not, I confess,” 
adds the learned Writer, exist even here. For its 
entire efficacy, we must look to a monarchy, an army, 
or a navy. The ruler, being a single object,' concen- 
trates the whole regard of the mind, and, if an amiable 
and worthy man, faithfully and wisely disdiarging the 
duties of bis office, may exert an influence over those 
whom he governs, next to magical. Of the benefits to 
which this powerful principle gives birth, free govern- 
ments ought in every safe way to avail themselves. 
A doctrine, a constitution, or even an abstract term, 
may serve as a watch-word of party, a torch of enthu- 
siasm, or an idol of occasional ardour. But there is 
no permanent earthly object of affection, except man ; 
and without such affection, there is reason to fear, 
that no free government can long exist in safety and 
peace/’ • 


•.Dwight, vol. L pp. 828-S31, 25G, 7* 
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One each obje^ of national affeetion« the America 
peq>le Jiave had, in their Ant and only ruler, who 
united the nation whom he swayed by the moral force 
of his diaracter. Washington was loved and obeyed ; 
he has had no successor. 
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